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T hath hubs the Pradlice of 6 Guts s 
2 People i in all Ages, to commemo- 
rate bis Goodneſs to them, by tranſ- 
nitting to ſucceeding times a 2 
ot ecard e, has 
born Generations may be inform'd of | 
the foregoing Diſpenſations of God to 
Mankind, and excited to believe, fear, 
Love, 72 or ſhip and Obe bim, who 15 
the Great and Everlaſting God," the 
Father of Lights, and the God of. the VM 
Spirits of alFieth.. And fmee it hath | 
eaſed bim, in the Riches df Bi Pove,, , - | 
toy wok a Chr Te Fel * Glorious -.— 
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| 5 The PREFACE 
U. aht to the World, to viſit Our pre- 
ſent Ape, with a bleſſed, near and 
ſenſible Manifeftation of himſelf, for 
the better accompliſhing of that Evan- 
gelical Promiſe, referring to the Glory 
of the latter Days, viz. That God 
would write his Law in the Hearts, 
and put his Fear and Spirit in the in- 
ward Parts of the Sons and Daugh- 
ters of Men; that he himſelf would 
become their Teacher, from the Leaſt 
to the Greateſt, and that in Righte- 
[ ouſneſs he would Eftabliſh them; 
2 Tea, be would come ſo very near them, 
as to walk in them, and dwell in 
them, and they ſhould be his People 
and Temple, and Chriſt his beloved 
Son ſhould be their Light, and be him- 
' ſelf their God and Glory fox ever. 
Aud foraſmuchas Thouſands, with- 

in this Northern Iſland, bave been Ex- 
perimental Witneſſes of bis Spiritual 
Appearance and Work in them, ib. 
wards the compleating of the aforeſaid 
bleſſed Promiſes: And becauſe * 
e Ne Ol Oe "iow 
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thing to be 70 of ſo valuable a 


To the READER. 
Dear and Beloved Ancient Brother in 
Cbriſt, John Whitehead, ſome of 


whoſe Labours follow, was of the fi ft 


mime, and among the moſt Eminent too, 
for his ſound Mind and Capacity, bis 
reat Zeal and Boldneſs, and as great © 
Hnatiry, Patience and Labour, in 


Word, Doctrine and Charity, we 


think our ſelves engaged to ſuffer no- 
| ature , 5 
and that ic the true aud prevailing mo- 
tive with Us, for e the writ-. 
ten Labours of our Departed faithful 
Friends and Brethren, that have run 
well, been good Examples, held out to 
the End, and at laſt overcome, through. 
Jeſus Chriſt, our holy Ligbt and Life, 
our heavenly Shepherd and Biſhop, the 
great Captain of our Salvation, And 

us this 15 the reaſon of the publiſhing of 

bis in One Volume, ſo is it Fl this ſhort 
Preface, to introduce it to the Reader, 

in which I am to Caution and Inform 


im of 2 that he may not = | 
be diſpleaſed, or under any | 
ar Þ reaſonable Piſappointment. Firſt, I 


gnorant 


= Knowledge, to be felt as evi 

thoſe that are m any Meaſure re 
d to the Exerciſe of their Spirſtual 
| Senſes, as Darkneſs was ſaid to be felt 


The PREFACE 
_ Firſt, ben, he is not to exped the 


Heapming of the Schools, leb. it be 
of the Prophets, and of the Enlighten- 


ed and Spiritual Generations of Men; 


and of a plain, ſound and | proflic 
9 by 


in the Land of Egypt, may merit the 


name of Learning, as to be ſure it doth 
in the School of the Croſs of Chriſt, 


and then he will not be di tſappointed i zn 


the peruſal of the following Book. 


| Neither, Secondly, 2 this Gedl 


Author labor d a nice or poliſb'd Stile, 
which Men uſually do, to give a Liiftre 
10 or Ve arnſh their Matter with, but 


writes as an Enlightened and Expe- 


rienced Man, It being the way of God 
b reveal and recommend his © 

tions to the World, by Men ſo qualifi- 

ed, that the 7 brow what the 8 


EY 5 whereo 


penſa- 


they Afrrm : ot Wit- 


neſs ” W = or at and 
Fay 


Q 8 


To the READER 

+ | hand, but ſuch as have ſeen; taſted, 
e | felt and handled the ſame Powerful 
Word of God which they declare of 
js unto others. And indeed, who among | 

1 Men would chooſe a Guide, to ſhow _ | 
bim the way to any place, at which '. 
:- | the pretended Guide had never been? | 
11 | Vherefore the Sons of this Morning, 3 
It 
be 
th 


and Children of the Light of this Day- 
ſpring. from on "gb, {poke and writ 
according to the Enlightnings there- 

of, and the Operation of Chriſt's 
Power in themſelves, the great Light 

of the World, for their Converſion, as 
well as Conviction, according to the ſay- 

ing of the beloved Diſciple and Evan- 
geliſt, John, That to as, many as re- 
ceived him he gave Power to be- 
come the Sons of God. & that their 

od Religion was from the Knowledge and 
2. Work of God in the Soul; and the + 
Divine Agent, by which it was 
wrought, was Cbriſt by his Spirit re: 
vealed in Man, and theſe are true Go: . 
ſpel-Miniſters; not after the Oldneſs 
, 


of the Letter, but accords 
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The PREFACE. 


Newneſs of the Spirit ; where 
Glorying and Boaſting (ſave in t 

Spirit, and the Work of it) is exclu- 
ded ; for by Grace are we Saved, 


through Faith ( which is the Gift of 
God, and that not of our ſelves ) in 


bis beloved Son, in whom he is well- 


— leaſed ; and whom all in theſe 1 

Days are Commanded to bear, at the 
Peril of being cut off fram the Preſence 
5 of bis Glory A wh 


T hey were reach'd by the Power 


that attended bis Miniſtry ; by that 
Light and Authority from above that 


were the perpetual Companions of bu 
Doctrine 5 he taught, ſays the 


dueſſed Witeſſes of that time, as one 
baving Authority, and not as the 


Scribes : But why not u the Seribes, 


" © when they were the ſtanding 57 
of the Church in thoſe times? No; 

becauſe they were but Dry Preachers; 
a Men without Life and Þ 


i 
| 
„ 


ower, Mi- 


i uſtert but of the Letter, and not of th 
» ! 
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Io the READER. 
Spirit: T hey reach d not the Conſci- 
ence, nor preach'd Experience: But 
as this was the prevailing Motive with 
the Samaritans to Believe in Chriſt, 
ſo is the Caſe the ſame at this Day, ma- 
ny Preachers, but few Miniſters of 
Chriſt's making, «who taught as he had 
learn'd of bis Father ; and bis Miniſters 


Fl 


as he hath enlightned, quickned and 
redeemed them from Sin and Satan; 
ſo that they are Witneſſes ofi@he Work 
of bis Spirit and Power to Salvation 
upon themſelves ; and by that Ex- 
perience they become knowing and a- 


teach as they have learn'd of Him; 


ble Mamters of Chrift, that can Jpeak 5 


a word in Seaſon for the Salvation of 
Syuls; ſuch had, and now have, a 


reaching and an effectual Miniſiry 3 . 


and if all that hear them are not turn- 
ed to God by them, yet they are left 
without Excuſe, their Conſciences be- 
ing convine'd of the Truth of what 
they ſay; tho their Luſts render the 
way too ſtreight A to be willing 


| The PREFACE 
tao walk therein, | SAGE the Per-, 
dition of thoſe whom the Goſpel-Call I 
or Light comes unto, and refuſe to be; 
| reformed, 19%] * J ee 
Thirdly, Let him Read therefore Þ , 
__ with an inward as well as with an; 
outward Eye, and Read no faſter than Þ 7 
l be feells and underſtands in himſelf, I. 
and bring things to the inward Tefi 


| and T ouchſlone : And uf be has not at. 
tained tg the Experience of theſe 
Trut he, e ma by the Spirit's, Mir 

 rour in himſelf, or Glaſs of Righte- 

_ ouſneſs, ſee ſo far as to give an aſſent 

o the Truths therein diſcovered ; and 

as he ſubmits himſelf to the Convieli- 

ons and u a of it within. him, 

be wall find, that as Face anſwers Face 


WE ,— — = — — 8 — 


| | | 

in a Glaſs, ſo will his Conſcience an- 
ſwer to the Truths occaſunally deliver: 

| ed by this good Man, in his follouung 

nl Labours, which were «writ by bim in 

= putt of Truth, as well as to promote 

| 


and def end the ſame. And truly, a 
ee e if 


mn 9323 
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To the READER. 

4-9 outward Light and Day we . 
ave all of us the ſame” Knowledge, 
tho' we live not. under the ſame Lati- 
tude or Degree, and that by the ſame 
way ; fo inwardly we ſee Truth, and 
therefore we all give one and the ſame 
Teſtimony, a well poſurvely as nega- 
twely : Not only avoiding and re- 
ſroving the ſame things, but obeying 
aud recommending the ſame things in 
Faith and Practice: And Unity and 
Charity are no mean Arguments of the 
revival of Primitive Cbriſtianity, vuhich 
could not be, were ave not a People n 

ſome meaſure baptized by the one good 
Spirit into the one Body, and made to 
Drink into the ſame Spirit: A People | 
at Unity within themſelves ; truly 

one and all, as the ſaying is; and that 
not meerly of Affection, and much leſs 
upon 1 ruſt, or implicitely, but of a 
ſenſible and ſound Experience; as the 
believing Samaritans (of whom be- 
fore) told the Woman at Jacob's Well, 
who called them to Chrift ; now, ſaid 
CO ns 5 
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The PREFACE 
they, we believe not becauſe of thy 
ſaying, for we have HEARD him 


our ſelves, and KNOW that this 1s 
INDEED the Saviour of the World. 


For this advantage ſingularly accrues 


to this Profeſſion, that it doth not only 


refer every one to employ the beſt of 
therr Under ſtunding, aud to ec ine 


nicely all Preten ſions to Neligion, that 


they may hold faft that which 1s good. 
e to a Advice J but 
to a Principle in Man, th 

aud greater than Man, which God by 
_ given unto him, for a Light 


n. that 1 better 


and Leader; this 15 the Seed and little 


Leaven of the Kingdom; the Con- 
vincer, Sanctifier and Converter of the 
Soul of Man; that which gives him 
Sight, Hearing, Feeling and bars. 
of Heavenly T hings ; without which 

Man is as Unable to ſee and ſearch the 


deep T hings of God, as bis outward Eyes 


are able to fee any outward Object in 
the dark. . to this Divine 
Agent, that more the works of God 


within 
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Iq the READ ER. 1 1 

y vithin Us and for Us, aud that reveals 

m U the Myſteries of Chriſt's King dom, 

is Ne would have all turn their Minds. 

d. ¶ And when we ſpeak of the Light of 

es Chriſt within Us, | « Meaſure of the 

ly £ Spirit, the Ingrafted Word, and Grace 

of and Truth, that the beloved Diſciple 

ne teſtiſied Chriſt as full af, and of whom. 

at ¶ e receive Grace for Grace, we 

d, mean ths Divine Principle that 35 va- 

ut ¶ riouſly. denommated from the Diver ſity 

er f ite Operations in Man. By thus it s 

by Chriſt repaires the Breaches, and builds 

ht up the waſte Places, whrch the Enemy 

le four Souls has made in Ds, and reſtores 

n- Paths to walk in, that are Paths of 

be | Righteouſneſs amd Peace: $ that 

m Chriſt 1s not only Our | ble ed Propitia- | 

a our Spiritual Phifician and 
Operator, in whoſe, hands we come 10 

be || be purified; tranſlated, "renewed, or 

es || born again, and thereby ualified"to be 

m || bis true Diſciples, bs Friends, and * 

ne (vit h all reverence be it ſpoken ) his 

a || Brethren 0 O Reader! ſbort of this = 


/ 
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A. 


The PREFAC E. | 
there is. no way for Salvation Kyown_to Me! 
Wherefore I recommend It ta Ihre, and Thee to 
It: Hear it and Obey it, and thy Soul ſhall live 
for ever. I ſhall now only add my own Ry9wleage 
of the Perſon, whoſe Labours gave Occaſion for 
Dr: what I have writ. / 1 have known him above 
OO Thirty Tears; and, I muſt ſy, my acquaintanee 
with him was to my Edificatiom and Comfort; / 
Fle was bred, a Soldier in our late Civil Ways, 
but changed his Weapons, Warfare and Cap- 
tain, about 1654. when le liſted himſelf un- 
der the Banner of Chriſt, for the Promotion 
| of his peaceable Ringdom among Men, where he 
was not leſs Diligent and Vatiaut : A grounded 
Man in the Knowledge and Work of Chrift our 
Divine Agent; of « ſolid judgment; and yet of 
4 lively Spirit, fervent i Miniſtry and Prayer. 
Hie was alſo. among Men a good Scribe, and an 
able and juſt Arbiter or Judge in Buſineſs re. 
ferr'd 10 him: In Friendſhip ſweet and firm, 
4 faithful and kind Hausband, and 4 good 
| Neighbour, and had a general Tenderneſs for 
the Afflicted. His Life was precious with Goa 
People, his Death doubtleſs fo to himſelf, the 
„ to the Church 4 Loſs; for me are aſſured that 
. they that turn many to Righteouſneſs (as he 
= bad done, as well as confirmed the Churches) ſbal 


. ——— 


. ſhine as the Stars for ever and ever. 
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551 061- e enen ot rene 
Rom a gertam Knowledge and Lively 
Remembrance of the Living Teſtimo- 
ny he did early and publickly bear for the 
Bleſſed Truth, as it is in Chriſt Jeſus ; and 
of the Chriſtian Frame and Temper of his 
Spirit, and the comfortable Society We have 
oiten had together; I have this account to 
give, He knew the Lord's Power, and the 

Work thereof, in Early Days, near the Be- 
gioning of the Breaking forth of the Light 
and Day of Chriſt it our Age and Times: 
And his Labour and Travel was to turn 
and gather People thereunto; and the Lord 
bleſſed his Labours of Love for the Good + 
of many Poor Souls: He was alfa a Great 
Sufterer for his Chriſtian Teſtimony by di- 
vers Impriſonments, eſpecially his latter Im- 

za. pPpiriſonment 


4 


George Whitehead*s Account. 
priſonment in Lincoln Caſtle, to the impair. 
ing the Health and Strength of his outward 
Man; which, tho? by that oecaſion, and the 
| — ge of Age Ade upon Ns be 

begame out war Aabled try 
abroad in Truth Sauer 285 e 


Tru, to the Co ＋ of Friends at di 
vers Meetings, the Bay and 7.4 
And being to 
Friends Ny Brock Tek bm __ Un. 
feigned Love to them; deſiring the Peac 
and Proſperity of the whole Church of 
_ Chriſt, in true Unity and Concord, bearing 
a Zealous and Faith ul Teſtimony againſt the 
Spirit of Enmity and Diviſion : 1 And he bs 
ing a Man of a ſolid and ſound Judgment, 
his Miniſtry. was ſuch, and fo both Cov 
vincing and Converting, to many: And aff” 
he Kept the Faith, I do not Queſtion bu 
he attained the End; that will Cons all th I 


Faithful in Chriſt Jeg. 0 5 
N Londen, the 15th of che | # 110861 7 
41 Monthy 17885 13091 1 
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i | Fra rae * the Fir ſt Day 
Jef the Week, I Was, with N eam Deuuſhur; 
4 ak Seni . Drifield, 


the ioth- Month, W 
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next Day) fo aſter — reaſoning in my 


nn 
was manifeſted to them; and to take heed 
of Careleſneſs and Negligence in the Ser. 
vice of the Lord, Dc. After the Meeting 
ended, [took my leave of them, ànd re- 
turned u but I had not gone 
very far, before a Defire roſe Livingly in 
me, to go on with Y Ha, to Malen (he 
having rold>rhe of hid gding thirher the 


own Mind againſt it, many Toubts and Fear 
being preſented to my View, as that my 
Meſſer would get grant me leave; tol 
might better never mention it, ue the like: 
- Howbeit, 9 | waited EO > Mind 

was teared, and tho Dor fas 
away: So in much Fear I acquainted my th 
Mafter (who was then preſent in our Com. s: 
pany) with my Deſire of going to Maron, ni: 


S 2g 8 nn. a © — co © 


offering to pay Wages, to another young gr 
Man, of the ſame Trade, to ſerve in m of 
place, till my return. This Requeſt m3 1 

| Maſter readily granted; ; at Which 8 _ th 
rejoyced abd praiſed the Lord: I theg th 
that it was Good to truſt the — Lond, bi his 
made way for me beyond my thi 
Se and a wink We th w! 
The next” Morniog it was. with. Them r 


 Stabbs to part with ¶ Alliam, and go towards 
Beverley; ſo we fat down, and were in Prayer 
| and Supphestion to the Lord much . 
5 * ** 


T. Thomſon's Teftiminj | 
di, and encouray him in the Fxcreifeand 
. Service for the Lord, till about the third 
o Hour in the Afternoon: S0 the bay wins. | 
far ſpent, Thomas t6ok' leave, ard de parte 
x towards Bewer/er 2+ Then Mill am and made 
in ready for our Journey towards ont bue 
x iliams Care and "aq being . Pi 
ie the Profperity of Cin, we got 
Friends there, filF: Alter the Kees 5 'the 
sun; then having "PF welveor Thirteen Miles 
w go, we fer: ſot Wards. and man times run 
I voa the Wolds; and itcheing a Clear Moon- 
e: ſhine N; icht, we' got 10 22 abbr the e 
nd $th or gth Hour of the Night: There we 
en found Errthren andtrprfiends Aﬀcmbled! in 
my the Houſe of Rrbert Tlibdis; Richurd Farsſ. 
m 9:7:h N another Travelling Friend inthe Mi- 
on, © niſtry) being there with tiem; o we were 
ag greatly comforted and refreſhed in the Love 
ny of God, with our Friends that Night. There 
I Erſt fee dear Jobs Whrtch:ad, who was 
then a Soldier at Scarbrough, and was come 
thither to meet with R. F. or viſic Friends; i 
his Wuth was there opened in Prayer to 
the Lord. There we ftay'd the next Day, 
which was moſtly ſpent in waiting upon 
the Lord, and in Exhortation, Prayers and 
Praiſcs unto God Almighty, who comfort- 
ed us, and refreſhed our Sculs; in the 
bow rings down pf his Love, which flowed 
forth amongſt us, to the rejoycing ef our 
Try _ over all be unto the Lord. bs 
— 4 in 


Ia the firſt or ſecond Month of the Year,  K 
16 53. at'a Meeting of [the Lord's People at M1 
Butterwick, I met with John ' Whitehead the jt 
ſecond: time: There he was preciouſiy open- II 
ed in Teſtimony for the Lord; and from, Ih 
that time my Heart was knit unto him, as al 

the Soul of Jonathan to David, He went li 
back to Scar broagh at that time; and the Nee 
Summer following he left the Army, and Nu 
came into Houlderneſs, there labouring with Bo 

bis hands, in the Harveſt- time: After which il 
it was with him to go into the Moors, to Yan 
Preach the Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus; in part Yan 
of which Journey I accompanied him ; and 

truly it was a very comfortable tine to me: 16 

O! the living Power and Wiſdom of God, I he 

that he was then attended with; I am W 
greatly affected with the Remembrance of In 
it: Oh!] the precious Meetings; the Heart - th 
breaking Power and Love of God, which M 
then was manifeſted in our Aſſemblies!  FYjo 

Dear John Whitehead was indeed wonder- I ru 
fully Qualified, and richly Fitted for the 
Work of the Miniſtry, into which, he was m 

called of the Lord: And. he was Valiant M 

for the Truth upon the Earth, quitting him- 2 
ſelf as a Man of God, where he was order, 
ed of the Lord: And his Teſtimony in thoſe 


| Days was very reaching and affecting, both 
- to Brjcnds and ochers.| Whilc he was young x 
be travelled much, and laboured in the Work f gt 
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T. Thomiſon's Teftimony., | 
thorow his Miniftry, in divers parts of this 
kingdom: And much he ſuffered for the 
Truths fake, in Buffetings, Beatings, Re- 
ches, cruel Mockings, and many lopg 
mpriſonments, in which the Lord: preſerv*d 
him in Faithfulneſs, and in Dominion over 
all. And when at any time he returned to 
his out ward being, and had reſpit from Tra- 
yel, his manner was, to appoint Meetings 
where there had not been any before, that 
ſo the ſound of Truth might go forth unto 
dl; and, if poſſible, fome might be. gained 
and, brought from the Evil of their Ways, 
and turned to the Lora. 
Upon the 25th Day of the 3d. Month, 
1655. being the Firft Day of the Week, 
he had a Meeting at Hanuanby, on the 
Wolds, where there had been none before; 
and there not being a convenient Room in 


the Houſe, which was appointed for the 
Meeting, we Aſſembled in a little Cloſe ad. 


jyning 3 but there came a great Number of 
rude People, who made much Stir and Noiſe, 


and threw Stones at Friends in a deſperate 


manner, ſo that we could not enjoy our 
Meeting at that place: Then we drew into 


im- 2 Barn, where for a little time the People 


were indifferent Quiet, and the Truth was, 
thorow - John, ; freely declared 3 but it was 
not: long before ſome: rude and wicked Per. 
ſons begun to make a Diſturbance; and in 
W 
Hs Se. Ao - 5p the 


As to hurt us, nor to pull us from our ſtanding; 


ſior ever praiſed be the Lord God of, Power, . 


F. Thomſont⸗ Feſtimonj. 
dhe. proſs to hn, who ſtood ſtill, and with 
great Nldneſs and Power declar'd the Truth; 
Now Erirnds ſtanding cloſe, botli before and 
on, ach: ſide of obs, they could not eaſily 
come ta him: Notwithſtanding, they preſſed 1 
earneſtiy towards him, violently pulling ma. If * 
ny briends with; Fury : gut of their way; in 
and with: great: Wrath they raged, like the L. 
Sodomites about the Door. of Righteous! Lot: NN © 
And truly the Lord wonderfully. chained I 

them at that time; for when they were even L 
mad with Wrath and Fury, and had pulled I © 
the moſt of Friends out of their way, ſo F. 
that very few were left betwixt-Jeb» and IN 
them, Ravert' Barwict and I ſtanding cloſe I in 
together, right before him, and a Woman NN 
or two on each ſide, no other Friends being 
left near us; and yl 0s Rabble (like the 
Beaſts at Epheſus ) furiouſly ſtriuving above 
an Hour before us, in much Choller, Wrath 
and Madneſs, ſhaking their Fiſts at us, ſwearing N;? 
many terrible * and deſperately threat: f 
ning us, in a cruel manner; yet (bleſſed be. 
God) they had not Power to lay a hand upon 


ſo they could not ſatisfy their wicked Minds; 


who Chains and Limits (the ſtrongeſt and 
ſtouteſt: hearted of the Sons of Men, accord 
ing to his Pleaſure. 80 aſter they het craps 
a 40 8 tire; and ſwelled in Fur 
| A Waves N T. 


* 


T. Thomſqn's 5 85 
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and nothing prevailed, the ny goed 
their. Backs leavipg us in out 60 ng 
beparted the Room: Then 4 
cious time in waits” upo 8 Litho aa 
' Whitehead was precio x Ppefcd pete: 
Teſtimony, to the" N 
ing of Friends, who' Wat 12 
Love of God: And in Fr BA 
ed, in the Dominig an ser of 
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1 Th . 
Arion, or ow. C nipmnaticn fat 
fe Fen ; but be could nd 


of that Nature ; Jer *i 
; = K. "lid before, Ih Jobn 2 
of Ker the open 


 Jeveral-times overs. The 


oe bop thin to the 
_ Underſtanding of the. ople.). aid, Then 
maſt be Precept upog Precept, "and, Ling 
upon Line, to ſucß 4 People 4s were Rebel 


. 1 Sec. ben Coll olſon asked him, Whe 
; 4 Aan had Power. of- himſelf 10 turn 17 
Lott, 2 which . John anſwered, - 
in Man that | walketh to direlt 15 
| n Colſon ſaid, 'Thet.. be- Court 
_ differh hinifelf 3. becaule he had before e 
horted the People to . Search" and I (hes 
- Hearts, and turn unto. the Lord. To. which 
John 1 to 2 155 5 F Ne 


, * 

3 to. 15 — J Jer . not 
EN + coral lun, elf; 5 4 in the Book 4 f tf 
e 
ions ma) be. rea ; with, ſome other 


fuer clearing "of tbe 

lo the People were generally well 
ed and Colſos not being able o 
. whar Was ſpoken, went his way ill 
nn precio | 


7. Thowſvl's 10 5 


6 of f the Lord: Praiſes bir all % 


r God, & ho is God* of Heaven 
Fin, „ Veſt ever. 5 12 ene nets 
Moch more” I might write of the Tra- 
vels and Exerciſes of this worth — vali- 
int Servant of the Lord, whoſe t wr 
to do the Will of God; and 5 ga 
himſelf. to ſerve the Lordi, ſo he was 1 
accordingly, 15 being ecdued With 4 800 
derftanding,' a large Memory, arid eneellent 
Delivery; Very able in Declatariotl, and % 
Coavfoe G Gain fat ers, bs Ne 
niſhed | to defend the In 


'rance. He Was dften impriled 
Account, and laboured much 
Young, * and, Able of Body) i 
the Lord. In his latter Nag wasivery _ + 
unwieldy, and not — to end enz; 
jet went he forth ms J Jour nies, to vi ; 5 5 
Friends, 5 Jabouririg"! 0 0 Bhi the them” in hs 725 1 
Truth. He Was- of 3 
Veiglity 104 kt hehe in Declarations: er 5 30 

deſitihg/ts nA Sounds in N 3 
keep, in thy teaforied'1 


why 0 EY 
Fot tuo or three c 8 

be was he Exerc ed in 1 1 e 

Sg he ai G be Ad {| 1 


JT. Thomſon's, Teſtimony. 
ad again: at London, i the 12th Month of 
the ſame Lear; there I was with him ig 
ſome Meetin = and divers times ellewhere; 
and” I nog ood he was ſatisficd, .and in 
Uaity w Friends; as alſo, his: willing. 
nels to "it them in the Service and 15 
ereiſe which they were concerned in with 
the Parliament, for the relief of Friends in 
the Cale of Oaths. Ia his recurn heme, ! 
met him again at Huntington, where we 
bad a bie Mecting, Praiſes be uni 
the Lord.: There 1 parted with him, 
= law him no more : : But the Re. 
membrance of him is precious to me. O 
that the Conſideration of the Dealings 
of. the Lord, may move all that 1580 
mention of the Name of the Lord, 
80 walk faithfully 3 in the Truth, that ſee. 
ing many of the Ancients Worthies and 
YValiaats in ſrael are removed and taken 
_ rom. us, and we 25 behind to finiſh the 
Work of our Day, we may truly lay it 
0 Heart, a labour (according to the 
Giſt reaped in the Vineyard of the 
Lord. that in the Ancient Power all may 
be preſerv'd to grow up a Holy People 
. 2 Gai; that ſo as this Honourable Ser 
vant of be Lord, with ny others (W 
5 220 by the, Lord Sj the, 

y Pats. t row, A *. 
3 ſor e —_ 
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T. Thomſon's Teſtimony. 
of Wl <cornings, ſo we alſo, who yet remain, 
in may walk as good Examples to thoſe that 
e; are behind, in all Faithfulneſs, Patience, 
in W Meekaeſs and Temperance, that the Lord 
g. alone may be Honotired, who is over all, 
* WW worthy of, Praiſe, Honour, Glory and Re- 
th now n, both now, for ever, and for evtr - 
in more. N 
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THE 
ESTIMONY 


FRIEND 
At Theal H IN Li xcol 2 


vo VHITEHEAD. 


— Dea Friends, 


T being in. our Hearts, and reſting wit 
weight upon our Spirits, to give in our 


_ Teſtimony on the behalf of our dearly Be 


loved, Ancient and Worthy Friend, Joby 
Muehe, who was one of the Firft that 
the Lord raiſed up, and ſent abroad into theſe 
with the Meſſage of Lite and Salva- 
as, and to the a to Life that which 
lain long in Death and Darkneſs, by rea. 
of thar Night of Darkneſs which had 


. the Earth. % 


The Telimom of Friends at Thealby. 1 


In his firſt coming forth it was his Lot 
with many other Dear Servants of the Lore 
o tread untrodden Paths, where he met with 
any Hardſhips and Sufferings, being Mock- 

d, Stoned, Beaten, and Impriſoned in Pi- 

jers Places for his Teſtimony to the Truth, 
enduring with much Patience, which Crown- 

ed him with Victory in the end. 

He was drawn forth to dire& People. to the 
Light within, and from Satan's Power, to the 
| Mower of the Living God, and Preached Re- 
Pentance to all; teſtifying that the Kingdom 
7 of God was at Hand : And declared in order, 
„tte Bleſled Day of the Lord's Spiritual Ap- 

pearance, and breakings forth of his Mi 15 
Power in the Hearts of the Sons and Daugh- 
ters of Men; and many were Reached, and 
ſome of us Convinced through his 1 
Powerful Teſtimony. Though we be but 
few of the Many that were Coovinced al a 
ich received the Benefit of his Spiritual 
ur bours. . For the Lord God Almighty ha- 
ge · ¶ ving endowed him with Power from on High, 
by be became an able Miniſter of the Spirit, a 
at through the Revelation of the Mind and Will 
ſe ol God to him, he opened many Excellent 
2. Things to che Satisfaction of dur long ME. 
chung and travelling weary Souls. S 
A= His Travel alſo was for Truth's. Proſper 
ad ty, and to preſerve Friends i in Love and. 1717 : 
Iq one with another, in which the Lord Bw 
Ig I ed his Endeayours WOT. ; 


of — I'S # 


1 


* 
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_ ecived the 


_ The Hin of Friend at Theatby, in 


was cat Ober thoſe that were broug ghe to 
the nowledge' of the Truth, 'thto! ik his 
Teltimony. ; as alſo over all thoſe that, bad 7e. 
ruth in the Love of 1 it, for he 

Was loſtfümental in the. Hand of the Lot, 
in turnio nag iy to Ri ere el ; and rhete 
fore he docs and ſhall ſhine as a Star in the 
Firmament of God's [FAS for ever and. e. 
A He was N nurſing Fer, Tender and 
ART 800 to; Teach, ready to Inform cd 
all hinz s relating. unto We Truth; being W. 
= in e and Son in Jodgmen, ble 
| Pouring 1 50 han the latter part of his Time“ 
Ve (Eft) 


fene 8. upon the {ure Foundation, Will 
them in the preſent Truth. Hell 

2 bl 19 0 Excellent Gifts, and qua- hi 
ba to tpeak a Word in Sea ſon to every he: 
tate 5 5 3. we that remain are Wit s- 
elles of the Bleſſed Effects of his Labour and % 
: favel, both, i in Particular, and in General; L 
Tok: wal our Exerciſes were 1 555 and hes. N, 


of 

ble was, 3 (a 

8 to an Wer all our 1 queſts fel 
e in ts, Thing aa rit 


ye m trul yTay, Go th 2 de 
i Feen to be de ae a -of bo M 
ſo tender a Fat] 


are 0 
Dear aF rief 


id, er, Fork ur · Nl 

niſhed a Minifter, as could: apply what was"! 

table to every Condition, which made Him NC 

en 7 and Honoured, in the Church YM 

2 . t . Li 
Where 


N commutes Jos ache 
10 * he had. Fravelled ; for; e, Was: 
diflworttiy, becauſe the Love 0 
ebm wonderfully, a flowed, Hom, 
hey a time, where e was m 

oh | Meek Patient of the Lamb's Wale not 
ere Neiſily provoked, but: ear ing and Forbearing, 
the knful and Tender, mp ee. with us, 
e. and N us un weary 
and Rerciſes: The hye that mu w. him -Blet- 
Am cd him, and the Ear) that and him gave 
ing Witneſs lar, him; 195 t he was an .hopoura- 
ent, ble Elder, f. piritual P krherand m the 
imeMChurch of Chuilt, e 


ion, Wt! his. Courte Was fi 
He Sorhe of us the laſt time we Were with 


Js, him, a little before he departed this Life, 
ery bard him fay, That he had laboured whilſt 3 
Vit. Srength laſted, and that nom he had nothin 
and bur to die; and kneeling down ſupplicate the 
ral Lord for the Preſervation of all bu People, com- 
Tea Mritting us with himſelf into his Hand and Arm 
nee, f Protection: The Senſe of that Life, Powe 
beer and Preſence of the L 
ſts, elt, remains as a Teſtimony upon our Spi- 

we g, of his Well-being with the Lord. He 
ati departed this Life the 2gth Day of the 7th 
Month, 1696, at his Dwvellin -houſe in Phiſ.. 
fur: terton, and after a large and good Meeting 
was wich the moſt Conſiderable Friends in this 
Country, was buried the 1ft Day of the 8th 
Month, 1696. in — N at 


Lincol ln, 


be. © 
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TESTIMONY 
1 . our Dear 1 


| jor WHITEHEAD. 


Dear Fridhnds, 


Wiſe diſpoſing God ro take him out of 
this Fading Tranſitory World, yet the Senſe 
Jol his tender Love reſts and lives upon m 


brit Man called a Quaker, that ever I heard 
I pteach Chriſt the Light in Man, which indeed 


vas the Ancient Doctrine that the Primitive 


A cCbriſtians did Preach; and in much Sincerity 
Jof Heart he uſed to Exhort his Friends to wait 
upon the Living God, that in a true Waiting - 


ner of Preaching to uſe great Plainneſs of 


| A tron oh it hath pleaſed the TRE and. 


uind. I had a Senſe of the Truth of his Do- 
Arine above Thirty Years ago: He was the 


piace they might feel the Power and Preſence 
"+ MO! the Lord near unto them. It was his man- 


255 


* 


Thomas Mathews's Teſtimony. 


Words, and his Words reached to the Wit. 
neſs of God in many of them that heard him 
declare the Word near in the Heart, that they 
might hear it, and obey it. 8 
This was his Labour and Travel in Soul 
and Body for many Years, at Times and Sea. 
ſons, in the South. Eaſt Parts of Lincolnſhire; | 
and he lived to ſee brought forth that which 
his Soul did Travel for; and I with many 
more have Cauſe to Praiſe and Magnify the 1 
Name of the Lord on his Behalf ; for his 
Doctrine did diſtil upon my Heart as the 
{mall Rain, upon the tender Herbs: And now, 
although he be taken away from the Evil to 
come, yet he is gone to his Grave in a good 
Old Age, like a Shock of Corn in its Seafon : 
And J am ſenſible, that for ever Bleſſed are 
the dead that die in the Lord, they reſt from 
their Labours, and their Works follow them, 


Trom Spalding, the 21ſt 
5 of the 4th en as 
@ 59 


Month, 1697. 1 
I o. Mathews, Junior. Wt 


«a. =" 
8 * 
. - * 


— 


AY 8 


6— 


8 


John Burloms 
TESTIMONY 
| CONCERNING | 
Jobn Whitebead. 


Dear Friends, 


His Teſtimony lives upon my Mind to 
bear, concerning my Dear and Well- 
loved Friend J. Whitehead, lately deceas'd. 
ewas one my Soul dearly loved in the Lord; 
or he was a ſerviceable Man in his Day to 
e upon ſeveral Occaſions; At Times and 
klons when we met together, to ſee each 
ther, often this my Friend had a good Word 
Advice and Council to communicate to me; 
din Tender Love I was willing to receive 


Wi lame, and therein was comforted, and my 


3 


ul revived ; and J had renewed occaſion to 
ule God on the behalf of the many Re-. 
arkable Significations of the great Love of 
t gracious God unto us his poor People. 


fl: This my Dear Friend, what ſhall I a Dn | 


. John Burton's Teſtimam, 
ot. him? He was a Man for God, and not for 
this World : He was given us to ſerve God 
and his People in his Day, and it pleaſed God 
Almighty to call him into his Work and Ser. 
ce in his Youthful Years, and a Heavenly 
Giit he was endowed withal, and a right 
Uſe he made of it, to the Praiſe and Honour 
n Ft 
Oh! His Labour and Travel amongſt Friends, Wl 

and alſo People of the World, that they which  t 
know not the Lord might have their Under. 
| ſtandings open'd into weighty Matters, which  t 
relate to the Soul. This was his Work and £ 

Service, near Forty Years; that People might II 
be turned from Darkneſs to Light, and from It 
the Power of Satan to the Power of G 0 D. II 
This was his Labour and Travel from one F 
Year to another, until his Days were at an It 
end. A Worthy Servant indeed! An Honour- i 
able one in the Lord] Now is Crown'd with I 4 
a Crown of Life, and that for ever and” 
„ 0 he 
Dear John is removed from us, our loſs of * 


him is very great, for he was a true Viſiter of " 


in his Day! And what Hardſhips, Exerciſe 


us: But now his Travels are over, and he i i. 
entered into his Reſt, where he is reaping the 
Fruits of all his Labours with Joy, and with 

a Crown of Rejoyciag for ever. Oh! The 
many heavenly Teſtimonies which he bore 


and divers Trials he met withal, concerning 
his Teſtimony, which God had given hi 


concerning John Whitehead. 


to bear amongſt the People! Oh! How he 
abour'd to Work upon the Hearts of People, 
that they might be brought to the Knowledge 
of the precious Truth which is in Jeſus our 
Lord; that Truth and Righteouſneſs might 
adorn the Soul! This was the Care and 
Labour of my Dear deceaſed Friend, that 
is now gone to Reſt with the Lord. And 
this further I have to ſay concerning my 
Dear and Loving Friend John Whitehead ; 
that though he be dead, yet his Memorial 
lives upon the Minds of the Righteous : And 
though he be taken away from us, it is his 
great Gain, though at the preſent it is our 
Loſs to part with ſo Worthy a Labourer in 
the Goſpel-Power of Jeſus Chriſt, where his 
Labour and Care was very great, that 
Friends might be kept to their firſt Love in 


the Lord God. This Honourable Man of God 


was endowed with great Power and Wif- 
dom; for that he could divide the Word 
aright to the Hearers. . A Heavenly Teſtimony 


he had for all ſorts of People whatſoever, 


and a Word in due Seaſon he had to Admi- 
niſter to the People, and that from the Lord 
in his Preaching ; never very Large, but 
Short, Sound and very Weighty : And thus 
this Heavenly-minded Man of God was up- 
held, and ſurviv'd on to the end of his 


Days, and has finiſhed all his Travels, and 


now reſts with the Lord his God for ever 
be / ( 


lohn Burton's Teſtimony, 
He departed this Life the 29th Day of 
the th Month, 1696. and was Accompa- 
ny'd to his Grave the 1ſt Day of the $th 
Month, with a great many Friends, and was 
buried at Lincoln in a Friend's Burying-place, 
decently, according to that good Order pra. 
Etiſed amongſt the People of God : So I ha- 
ving eaſed my Spirit, I deſire to reſt and 
_ a Well-wiſher to the Souls of all 
len. 1 


This # written in Tender Lowe upon the At. 
count of my Well. beloved Friend J. W. late. 
. ons 
| Your 9 5 
Loving Friend in the Truth. 
| Partney-Mills, the 166 -p 9 
f Day of the 81h. © | ＋ 39 
Montb, 1697. | 


Jobs Burton 
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£ CONCERNING 
JOHN WHITEHEAD. 
I HI S Teſtimony I have in my Heart to 


thy Friend J. Whitehead, He was one whom 
the Lord had fitted, qualified and enabled to 


did what they could to ſtop or hinder that 
Work from being caxry'd. on, that the Lord 
God of Life and Power had called him unto; 
yet for all that the Wicked could do, he by 
the Lord's Power, that he had Abilitated him 


with, was Willing to Labour in the Work ank 


der vice that God had concern'd him in; and 
the Li ed made him very Inſtrumental to turn 
IB many from Parknels to Light, and from S- 
„ %s Power to God. For he was a Man of 


a David Crosby's —_ 
ifTESTIMONY 
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bear, for our Dear, Ancient and Wor- 


bear part of the Burden in the Heat of the | 
Day, when many uoruly and wicked Men 


Em 


Al little time before he departed this Life, I 
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David Crosby's Teftimony, 
ſuch a Meek and Quiet Spirit, that his Life I 
and Converſation preached daily amongft 


whom he came. His Words were few, but % 
very Savory, ſeaſoned with the Grace that Wl if 
makes not aſhamed, but brought Honour to Wl it 
God, and Comfort to his People. | 6 
I can truly ſay, That he was very helpful II 
to me and my Family. The firſt time that Ml i 
J ſaw him after I was Convinced, was at a ML 
Meeting near us, and hearing that he was to n 
be there, I went, and that Meeting was a WW v 
good Meeting to me (bleſſed be the Lord) for he b 


reached my State and Condition; fo that from 
that time to his dying Day, I had a great Love 
for him, and he for me, and my Family; for 
he would have come and ſeen them in my 
Abſence, and given my Dear Wife and Chil. 
dren a Word of Counſel and Advice, which 
was very Acceptable to them ; for' in that 
Day, I and my poor Family met with many 
Trials, and deep Exerciſes j but when he came 
to ſee us, he would tell us, That thoſe Things 
which we met withal, were but what he, and mam 
more had met withal; and ſo encouraged us, and 
did us good many a timg. Sothat I have great 
cauſe to bleſs and to'praiſe the Lord upon his 


Aecount.' 
went to viſit him, and riglit glad we were to 
ſee one another. I told him that I hoped the 
Lord would inable him to go Abroad and vi- 
OE fit Friends once more, and r 


concerning John Whitohead, 

the Lord ſaw it meet, he could be glad to viſit a 
ww Meetings ; and then he had * to do but 
he; which did me good to hear him ſay fo, 
ifter all his hard Uſage that he had gone 
through by Wicked Men. He fin his 
Courſe well: So bleſſed are they that dye in the 
Lord, for they ceaſe from their Laboars, and their 

Works follow them. This Dear Servant of the 

Lord is now out of the reach of all his Ene. 


mies, and is at Reſt and Peace with the Lord, 


where all the Faithful Labourers that are La- 
bouring in the Lord's Word and Service de- 
fires to be. e e 


Gun-houſe, the 16th Day | 
of the 10th Month, 


David Crosby, 
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THE N it pleaſed God in his great 
| Love and Mercy to viſit this Nation, 
| after the dark Night of Apoſtacy, with the 
freſh breaking forth of his everlaſting Truth; 
and that he would make known the Way of 
Salvation to the Sons of Men, and Reveal the 
Myſtery that hath been hid from many Ge- 
nerations. Then he was pleaſed in his Hea- 


7 vealy Wiſdom to chuſe for his Work and Ser- 


vice, to Miniſter to the People, in the break- 
ing forth of the Day of his Power, ſuch 
Meſſengers as were acceptable to himſelf; of 
whom our Well- beloved Friend John 2 

head was one, who at that Day did take his 
Life inchis Hand, and went forth as a Lamb 
 amonght Wolves, a and travelled on his Feet 
55 . ou 
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Stephen Willoby*s Teſtimony, 
through many Counties in this Nation, to 


teclare the Day of Salvation, and to bring 


Glad-tidings to the Poor in Spirit, and to 


make it known, both to the Rulers and Peo» 


ple of this Kingdom, that God would gather 
2 People to wait upon himſelf, and God him - 
ſelf would be their Teacher. Yea, he to my 
knowledge did Labour and Travel both Day 
and Night, that he might make the Goſpel 
without Charge ; and his Care was very great 
in that Day, to ſettle Meetings for Worſhip, in 
ſuch Places as was moſt Convenient for 
Friends, and with ſuch People as were of good 
Report. He did viſit the Poor as well as the 
Rich. He ſometimes went many Miles to vi- 
it a poor Family that was of a good Report, 
and many were Convinced by his Miniſtry, 
who with him became great Sufferers for the 
precious Truth's fake, in Oliver Cromme(Ps. 
Time, and after, when ſmall Meetings were 
His Care was very great to preſerve Peace 


and Unity. amongft Friends; and with ten 


der Love, and Fatherly Care he did often vi- 
lit us, and he thought no Pains too great to 
gain a Soul to God, 1606 


* 
» 


e eee 
In thoſe Days he had many Diſputes, bot 


vith Prieſts, Profeſſors, and Prophane, but & 


the Lord gave him great Dominion over them 
al; and. many times ſome have been Conj- 
rinced at thoſe . Diſputes, . and turned their 

back on the Prieſts, and joined with Tm 


Stephen Willoby*s Teſtimony, 
and Friends; to the Praiſe of God IT ſpeak 
it, who did appear in this his Inſtrument 
that he had choſen for his Work and Ser. 
vice. So the Work of the Lord did 
| proſper in his Hand, and he was made 


able (by the Power of the Lord) to plead | 


the Cauſe of God and his People, before 
Rulers and Magiſtrates, and often was he 
called thereto ; which Service he did per- 


form with great Courage and Boldnefs, 


though with Danger ot his Life or Li. 
berty. I never did fee him ſhrink at any 
Trouble or Perſecution ; but he ſtood Faith. 
ful to God and his People in time of 
Trouble, as in time of Peace, and kept on 
His Way in all Seaſons, States and Con- 
ditions. He often did hazard his Life for 
the Truth's ſake, many times in my Sight 
and Company. I ſpeak what I have feen, and 
teſtify nothing but what I know. 
Thus with hard Labour and ſtrong Tra- 

vel he did perform his Duty to God and 
his People ; even as a Father taketh care 
of his Children, ſo did this Elder take Care 
over the Flock of God: And as Friends 
zhcreaſed, fo his Care did increaſe alſo : And 
It was not his Way to Uſurp Authority 
over the Heritage of God, nor to uſe any 
Power, but the Power of the Spirit in the 
Church of God. His Words were always 
_ Savoury, adminiſting Grace to the Hearers, 
e 
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concerding John Whitehead. 


with much Patience, and ſuffered many 


lng Impriſonments without Murmuring 


or Repining, Chearful in Sufferings, and 


did often ſay, Through Sufferings We muſt 
he made perfect, dnd in the Lord's time 


ſufferings would come to an end. His Care was 
very great in his Old Age to preſerve Peace 


and Concord amongſt Friends; and if any 


Difference happen*d amongſt Friends, he was 
a Man of Sorrow for it, and did take Care 
both Day and Night, until it was ended; 
and his Prayers to God often was, that the 


bond of Peace might be kept amongſt the Breth- 
ren; I cannot ſpeak ſo much of his Care for 


the Church as it deſerveth : I knew his love 
to True-hearted Friends, his Patience, his 
Innocent Life, his Meekneſs, his humble and 
lowly-carriage cannot be forgotten, but his 
good example will be kept in remembrance, 
and his works will praiſe him; acccording to 


that ſaying of the Prophet, The Righteous 


ſhall be had in everlaſting remembrance ; but the 
name of the Wicked ſhall Rot. This in ſhore 
I have written concerning my Deceaſed 
Friend, but I know there are ſome alive 


that have a Jarger Teſtimony in their 


Hearts concrning him; and ſome that were 
Labourers with him in the Word and 
Doctrine; and Morning - Stars in break of 
the Day; as any of them find Freedom to 
give their Teſtimony, with others in the 


Love of Truth, concerning this Faithful 
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Stephen Willoby s Tefimony; 


| Labourer it may do its Service, and be x 


Remembrance or ſhew to Generations to 


come, of the Great Love and care that did 


n * 


OF 


conſtrain Friends to go through oy Hard- 
ſhips in the cd 


Tidd, the 24th Day 
of the 3 Month, 


Stephen Willoby; 
71 39 


THE 


THE 


$ I ENTS 
HE Enmity between the Two Seeds. Wherein is 
diſcovered, the Subtilty and Envy of the Serpent's 
Seed ;, who rules in the Man of Sin, that is born af 
ter the Fleſh, and perſecutes him that is born after 

the Spirit, &c. with an account of the Impriſonmens 

of John Whitehead and Marmaduke Storr; as 

alſo, an account of the Proceedings againſt Thomas 
Gelee %.. x. -- 

A Reproof from the Lord : Declared, by the Moving 

of his Spirit, to certain Profeſſors, whoſe Habitations 

are in and about Hull and Beverly, &c. As alſo, 

An Invitation to all, who are groaping in the Dark, 

to own Chrift the Light, ke. P. 43. 
Fir the Judges of the Aſſixe, and Juſtices of the Peace, 
ſitting at Alisbury ; for them to Read and Conſider 

theſe particular Things following. "4% 
ohn Whitehead, 4 fring Servant of the Lord, un- 

to the Sheep of his Paſture, wiſheth Stability in Grace, 
Increaſe of Faith, with all Spiritual Comforts and 


| 
| 
ö 
[| 


f p- 65. 
Epiſtle to Thomas E. ED . 


1 Epiſtle to Robert 3. | 2 | F. 75» : 

lo all Faithſul and Upright-hearted Friends, both in 
Bonds and at Liberty; but more particularly, thoſe 

in the Counties of Northampton, Buckingham, 
Bedford, Leiceſter, Hartford, en that- a. way, p.7 8. 
J „ 
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: The CONTENTS, 
To all ſuch as have been convinced of Sin, and enliven: 
ed by the quickning Spirit of God. Page 81. 
An Epiſtle to Thomas E. pP. 83. 
A Salutation to the Lord's People, to be read in their 
Meetings and Priſons, cc. p. 84. 
A ſmall Treatiſe, wherein is briefly declared ſome of thoſe 
Things which ] have learn d of the Father, &c. p.$7, 
The true State of John Whitenead's Caſe, relating the 
Proceedings againſt him at Caſtor in Lincoln. p. l f! 
The Teſtimony of J. W. when he was Priſoner at Lit: 
coln, for the Truth's ſake, 1661.  Þ. 119, 
A Manifeſtation of Truth (in Anſwer to a rameleſs Au- 
thor) 1. Concerning the Scriptures, the Word, Light, 
and Spirit within. 2.The Trial of Spirits. 3,&C.P.125, 
For the Vineyard of the Lord of Hoſts ;, to be read in 
their Meeting; the Breathings of a Priſoner for the 
Teſtimony of Feſw, &.  pÞ.147 
An Expoſtulation with the Biſhops, ſo called, in England, 
concerning their Furiſdiction over the Quakers,P.161, 
This for Friends at Whitbay-Seat, Oſmothexly, and 
in Blackamores, Cleaveland, and that ways. p. 170. 
As Appeal againſt Injuſtce; To the Cheif Magiſtrate, 
au all the good People of England, &c. p. 172. 
A tender Viſitation of Heavenly Love, Streaming forth 
from the Fountain of Endleſs Life, &c. P. 214. 
To the Dean, Sub- dean, &c. of the Eccleſiaſtical Court 
2 Lincoln, and all tho Memb. of the Ch. of E. p. 220. 
The Caſe of ſuch Profeſſors as have known the Way if 


| "Truth, and are turned aſide, lamented. P. 223. 
A General Epiſtle to Friends, P. 229. 


3 among the People call d Quakers no Jeſuits: 
A, appears bythe Trial of J. W. at Lincoln. p. 241. 
The Second Part of J. Ws Trial at Lincoln. p. 273. 
Te Friends in Hull, Houlderneſs, &c. P. 292. 
A Epatle y J. W. P. 295,297,302,305,39%: 
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Between the 


Two Seeds. 


herein is diſcovercd, the gubtilty and Envy 
of the Serpent's Seed; who rules in the Man of 
Sin, that 18 born after the Fleſh, and perſecutes 
him that 1s born after the Spirit; which ſpiritual 
Birth is. here witneſſed (by the Operation of the 
Power of God, through much Travel) of theim- 
mortal Seed, which was promiſed, and is come 
to bruiſe the Serpent's Head, and diſcover him 
in all his Wiles, where he appears. 
Here is alſo witneſſed ( throngh 3 the Loſs of all 
things), the Immediate Call to the Miniftry, by the Spirit 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, according to Scriptures 
With a Teſtimony of Truth to all thoſe that deſire to know 
the Way to God, and a Diſcovery of the Deceit, with a 
Teftimony againſt it, both in Rulers, Priefts and People, 
that do profeſs God and Chriſt in Words, and in their 
Works deny Him. V 
Mitten from the Light whith the World bates, which they dwelt 
in who gave ford the Scripture, by one whom the World re- 
proachfully calls 4 Quaker; not known to the World but by the 
name of .- JOKNWHITEHEAD. 
Rete is alſo a Declaration of the Ground and Manner of my Impriſonment, 
and of the Impriſonment of Marmaduke Storr; who is my Companion tn 
＋ for the Truth's fake. F = 
With a Diſcovery of their Proceedings againſt ns, at the two laſt General 
Selhons holden for the County of Northampton. e eee 
Rere is alſo, A Relation of the proceedings againſt Thomas coc bet of Hing 
ley, at the laſt General Seffiqns which was holden for the atoreſaid Coun- 
ty, the 13th Day gf the th Month, 1653. p 
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Am the Light of the World, ſaith Chriſt, he 
that followeth me ſhall not abide in Darkneſs, 79.8. 
but ſhall have the Light of Life: And if any 
Man will come after him, let him deny himſelf, 145. 
take up his Crofs daily, and follow him: For he 
that in him will: live Godly, muſt ſuffer Perſecu- ,,,, .. 
tion from the World, becauſe the World knoweth © 
him not; neither do they know thoſe that are Re- TIP 
generate, and born again of his Spirit; and ther- 
tore the World hateth them, and perſecuteth them, 15 . 
becauſe they are not of the World as I am a wit» ** 
neſs againſt them, who am not of Z 5 World, but . 1. 
am hated, falſiy accuſed, and perlecuted by the 
World: As my Lord and Maſter, and all the Chil- Mar. 23 
dren of God ever were, by thoſe that made a Pro- 
feſſon of God in words, but lived in the love of At 3.5% 
tne World; as they do who have perſecuted me, 
and yet in words do make a Profeſſion of God and 
Chrift ; but are open Enemies to him, where he is 
made manifeſt; in, Power to teſtifie againſt their 
Hypoctifie and Deceit; as they have made it ap- 
pear, in falſly accuſing, and making many gtievous 
F -_..- - 2 ee 
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1 
Complaints againſt me, which they cannot prove; 
ãlã⁊2⁊ñs in their ſaying, That I Rail againſt the Mini- 

44.25-7 ſters of Chriſt, and the Ordinances of Chriſt, and 

againſt. Magiſtrates : And they have ſent me to Pri- 

| ſon (becauſe I refuſed to take the Oath of Abjura- 
tion, for Conſcience-ſake, in Obedience to Chriſt Je. 
ſis, who ſaith, Swear not at all) under the name of a 
Wanderer, and a Diſperſer of dangerous Principles, 
and la Breaker of the publick Peace; who, as they 
ſay, am a Seducer, and could not make it appear that 
Il was ſent to Preach the Goſpel; for if I could, 
they ſay, I ſhould not have been ſent to Priſon : 
But that is no new thing, but the ſame that ever 

-24. 3. Was; for Truth to ſuffer under the name of Delu- 

ſion; and thoſe that walk in it, as Deluders, and 

Hes. 11. Hereticks, and Diſturbers of the World's Peace; 


26. and to me their Reproaches and falſe Accuſations | 


are great Riches; and in them do I rejoyce : Yet, 

_ nevertheleſs, that no Lye nor falſe Accufation may 
reſt upon the Truth, to turn aſide the Innocent, 
and cauſe thoſe that be Ignorant to ſtumble at it; 
and that thoſe that falſly- Accuſe, Perſecute, and 
ſeek to Deſtroy the Truth from off the Earth, by 
their Cruelty, in Oppreſſing and Imprifoning the 
Bodies of the Saints, whom the Spirit of Truth 
guides. I ſhall declare what I was in the World, 
with my leadigg through the World, to the end 


of it; and what Ido witneſs to it, with my uſage Þ 


in it, for witneſſing againſt it, that its Deeds are 
8 e ee ee 29 bY 


Fee. az. In the days of my Vouth, I lived without the 
ONE, ?4+25- Fear of God, tho? he was a Reprover of me from 


my Childhood: Vet, notwithſtanding, I hearken- 

ed not to his Reproof, hut lived in Pride and Plea- 

ſures, Sporting and Playing, and vain idle Com- 

|  minnications, as all do in chat State, who mind 

not the Counſel of God; Yet was | _— 4 
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ſtrained by the Education of my Parents, who 
feared God, from groſſer Evils, as Swearing, Ly- 4, 25. 
ing, Curſing, and the like; which many Children 
are ſuffered to run into, whoſe Parents live with- 
out the Fear of God; and by my Parents was I 
jnſtructed in the ſtricteſt Profeſſion of Religion, 
that then was called by the World, Puritaniſm: 
Yet, notwithſtanding, I lived without any true 
ſenſe of my fallen and loſt Eſtate, until | was a- 
bout fifteen Years of Age, about which time I had £#-2-4. 
a Day of Viſitation: And God, who is Rich in 
Mercy, and delighteth not in the death of a Sin- 
ner, cauſed Light to ſnine out of Darkneſs ; and 
diſcovered to me my Condition, not by Man, nor 20.4.6 
outward Means, but by the Word, which is Power 
d and Life, which then ſtirred in me; from which | 
; Word Light did ſpring up in me; and did let me e. 
os WF ſe the Iniquity in which 1 lived; and that my 
Heart was full of Corruption, and Filthineſs, and ,,, 
Y WW Liſt to all manner of Evil, and Unrighteouſneſs, 2,13. 
it; WW tho' I was outwardly reſtrained from acting groſs 
© IF Evils. Thus I became ſenſible of my Wretchedneſs % 2.3. 
and Separation from God; and deſires, by the 
by Wl Power of the living Word, were begotten in me 
towards God, which wrought me, in ſome meaſure, 
th I into his Fear: And thoſe things that I had for- 18 ,.;z 
d, merly delighted in, that were Evil, begun to be 
nd WF inbictered to me, and the Fear of God cauſed me 
eto depart from them; whereby my Converſation 
are Wl became blameleſs, as to the World: But of the true 
* Knowledge, where to wait upon God for Redemp- 
. tion, from the Evil that lodged ina my Heart, and 
ſeparated me from him, I was Ignorant; but was 
en: iaſtructed by my Parents, to the nſe of means, as 
les⸗ hearing Sermons, reading the Seriptures, and the 
re like, which I much frequented, :: and ſo. grew: in E 
ane Kaomledge beyond many my :Equals , and as it 
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„ uſneſs ; and he let 
dete ſee tit the fingdom.of God- was not in out, 


: TY 


e.. grew, a ſecret Pride grew, and my gin ſtill remall· 
dd in my Heart, and the Wrath of God abode up- 


on me; under the ſenſe of which I groaned, but 
found no way to Eſcape it: For tho? I had ontward 
Knowledge of God, and Chriſt, and the Promiſes, 
pet my Will, and Affections, and Luſts, were not 
£35» Crucifiedz upon wich the Wrath of God abode; 
And in this State I continued, until 1 was abvit 
eighteen Years of Age (about which time 1 went 
into the Army) and I had often ſecret breathings 

and longings after God, but followed Men Pes. 


loully, wbom the World caned godly Miniſters; 


who did ſpeak much of Faith in Chriſt, and of 
God's Free Grace, and of Free: Juſtification 3 which 
things 1 did apprehendin' my Underſtanding, and 
did believe, as the Motid's Profeſſors-do, That the 


Grace of God was Free, and that Chriſt diechfot 


my Sins, and roſe again for my. Juſtiſſeution 3 and 
that Juſtification was Free, by his Blood. And 
here I got ſome Eaſe, my out ward Converſation 
being blameleſs amengſt Men: But this Faith wat 
4, 21. Out ward, and dhe liviug Faith, and living Hope, 
, 1 N n 
21. Which removes Mountains, purifies the Heart, and 
1 Job is an Anchor to the Soul, I ſtood:not in; for the 


_ 3,20. Root of Evil ſtill did remain, and my Heart was 
1% Unclean, and condemned me; ſo there was in me 


Exeb. 34. many 3 Queſtionings of my State; aud 
3 ne Reſt L found to my Soul, but toſſed from 
Lute 17. Mountain to Hill, whilſt 1 ſought it without, in 


20. Obſervations, : as hearing Sermons, reading the 


Scriptures, and the dike: And in this unſettled 
State J continued, until I was about nineteen Years 

of Age; and then the Lord appeared in Love to 
my Soul, that Jay in the Pit crying unto him, and 
706.16.8 did more Enligbren my Underſtanding, and by his 
Spirit oon vingeck me- of Righteouſneſs ; and he let 
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once, he loved to the end. And when the pure 
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«iid Obſervations; but that it was within, and 

was in Righteouſneſs, Peace and Joy; and that all 77. 54. 

the Children of the Lord was taught of the Lords 

Chriſt, and that He was the Way to the Father; 5. 4. 

and that he was given of God, to lead his People 70-146 

into the Kingdom of God: And then by the Power 

of God, the Deſires after Righteouſneſs were en- 

rencd in me, and I was brought to wait in the 

Fear of God, on the Lord alone, from whom my .6e. 

soul did find ſome Refreſhment, and his Secrets 

were with me: And by his Spirit he ſhewed me, 

Barrenneſs, Drynefs, Hypocrilie and Confuſion, in 

the moſt Eminent Teachers of the World; and in, „, 

all the formal Profeſſors that then I was acquainted 3. 3. 

with; and the Light of God, that diſcovered their 

Emptineſs, led me from following them; and my 

Un ay gn J f more to he open, in the true 7% 6. 

Knowledge of Jefus Chriſt ; and I ſaw that he a- 6. _ 

lone had the Words of Eternal Life, and I was Job 

weaned to him alone for Teaching; and I had ma- 15. 5 

ny Openings in the living Truth, and the Eternal 
| 
| 


Love of God, in Chriſt Jeſus, witneſſed to my Soul, 
by the Holy Spirit of Promiſe, in which I did ex- 2% 1. 3 
ceedingly Rejoyce (and in this State I was about 3 
Twenty Years of Age.) But I being ignorant of \ | 
the daily Croſgof Chriit, in it to have waited up- | 
on God, for the Poſſeſſion of what J did ſee, and 4.3 I 
was promiſed to me, the Serpent beguiled me, un» 
ter ir Pretences, and faid unto, me, That I was 

tow made Partaker of the Love of God, and that | 
there was a perfect Reconciliation to God, brought 

forth in the Blood of Jeſus; and whom he loved | 


Light, that witneſſed for God, called for Purity 
and Holineſs, the Serpent laid before me the fail- 
ings of the Saints, and ſaid, The; beſt of Saints did 
commit Sin; and that I could not be ſet free 


£7Y 


? 


# 


p, 


—_ 


from it while I was here on Earth, for in the Fleh 


dwelc no good thing; but, ſaid he, that is ng 
matter, for all is reconciled in Chriſt, and none 
can pluck thee out of his Hand: And I lending an 
Ear to him, in theſe plauſible Temptations, , was 
drawn from the Counſel of Chriſt, in Carcleſneſs, 


and forgot che loviag Kindneſs, of God ; and then 


my Will got ſtrength, and run forth again into 


| Pleaſures and Wantonneſs; fo was I carried Cap- 


© Rev. 11, tive into ſpiritual Egypt, where our Lord was Crycis 
5. 10, fi ed, and the Witneſles Slain. And then that Nature 


that was of the World, and loved the Plez- 
ſures of the World, rejoyced and made merry 


| over the Witneſſes ; Yet a Seed there did ſtill re. 


main, that did ſecretly reprove me for my wicked 
Thoughts, idle Words, . 12 unſavoury Actions; 
(tho' the World could not reprove me) and then 
the Mather of Harlots, with the wiſdam of the 
Serpent, made Covers, and told me, That that 
was but the Spirit of Bondage that did reprove 
me, and would lead me again into Bondage; and 


told me, The Saints had Liberty to take Pleaſure 


and Delight in the World, and had the oy 
right to its Treaſures ; and told me, That tho 
did act Sin, yet God did not impute it to. me; 
for he ſees no Sin in Jacob, nor Tranſgreſſion in 
Ka And that iy was not-outnrard Works oh 

- cauld alter the Pyrpoſe of God, nor ſeparate 
me from him; for whom he loved ance, he lo. 
ved to the end, and changed, not (but I had 
turned from that which he loved, and it was 
in the Hopſe of Bondage) and the Mother of 
Harlqts fat decked in me, and ſaid, She ſhould 


drs it a Queen for ever, and ſee. no Sorrow: Aud 
3 3 ; WF." N « 


iny Knowledge I gloried in, and could talk of 


Wl Experiences that I had paſſed 5 . Bit 
, the Prince of the Air was Head, and my Sow 


oy 
..v 

: „ i 

* 7 


wit 


| 
: 
0 
l 
0 
by 
: 
e 


| was brought in Bondage to Corruption, (and in 2 74. 2 


ſer's Will and not done it, and the Judgment of N 
God took hold on me; Yet a ſecret Hope of Mer- **%* 


[93] 


this State I lay. near two Years) and the Lord by '. 
his Seed (his Word) ſometimes diſquieted the _ 
Farthly. Spirit, and brought me in ſome meaſure 
into a Senſe of my Condition, and did let me ſee 79 2 N 
that I was ſeparate from Chriſt, and had loſt the 
Divine Love and Virtue, that once I did enjoy: | 
And ſometimes there was a ſecret longing in me, 

to ſee from whence I was turned : But the Serpent 

told me that that could not be done; becauſe, of 

my Self 1 could do nothing, and that the Lord's 

Time was not yet come; for when he would have 

me otherwiſe, : he would make me as he would 

have me to be, and I could not reſiſt him in the 

day of his Power: And thus he drew me (from 
hearing the Counſel of Chriſt, who called for Self- 
denial and, Holineſs ) to live at eaſe in the Fleſh 
and put the Day of the Lord afar off: In whic 
State I had periſhed in my Gain-ſayings, but that 


the Long-ſuſferings and Neben of God's Love to me f.. 


was unexpreſſible. DO OI FE UE. 
And as I here lay in the Houſe of Bondage, the - 

Lord in bis Love ſent his Faithful Meſſenger, who 

is called William Dewsbury (into the place where 

| reſided) in whom God had raiſed the Witneſs, 

to declare his Powerful Word; and when I heard 


it declared, and the Groſs ef Chriſt preached, the c,,.,, 


Witneſs of God aroſe in my Conſcience, and wit- 18. 


ned 10 the Truth: And my Underſtanding again 16. 
was opened, by the Power of the ſame Spirit that: 7b. ;. 


Joh. 16. Ne 


did firſt convince me of Sin, and I ſaw my ſelf in 
the Prodigal State, above the Croſs of Chriſt, and 


that I. was the Servant that had knawn my Ma- 3 


cy was raiſed up in me upon my Return; and in 
this Day of my Viſitation, I ſunk down into the 


of rs. 4 


7p Kev. 16. 


. 
Pro. 14. 


1e 


Thus the Lord brought is own Seed out 
Heel. 20. of the Houſe of Bondage, with a high Hand, and 
3. * a ſtretched-out Arm, and fury poured out upon 
_ the Laſtful Nature that bondaged it. 


And 


11 

And 1 do witneſs, according to the Promiſe of 
the Lord, that Sion is redeemed with Judgment, te. 7 
and her Converts with [Righteouſneſs ; and as he 7. 

womiſed the whilſt I waited on him i in the way 
of his- Judgments, he did write his Law in my Jer 77 
Hart, and put his Spirit in my inward Parts, "that 3 
[ hhould no more depart from him: And by his Gala, 5 
$pirit he led me through the Law, in the daily > _ 
Croſs to the "Carnal Mind, which is not fubjeftts G7 2. 
the Law of God, and there that Nature calle to 19:86. 
be crucified, in. which the enmity lodgetb. 

And in that State the Prophets who ſee Chriſt's 
Dy, miniſtred Comfort to my Soul; and Waters rye. 1. 
often guſhed out in the Wilderneſs, wherewith 1 . 


wa refreſhed and ſopported in the time of Triak, 77:78. 2 


and in the Trials the pure gre 7x7. 16. 
About which time 1 came forth of the Army, yas. x. 
and the Zeal of the Lord God appeared in the 5. 
$pirit of Judgment, and in the Spirit of Burning, 4 GY _ 
and the Mountains melted at his Preſence, and © 
became a Plain, by his Power, whoſe Fan is in his Nat. 3. 
Hand, who throughly purged the Floor, who is the 1, 12. 
Fon of God, and was before the World was, but . a. 
manifeſt in time, and born of a Virgin; and cal 15. 
led out of Ag ypt, made under the Law, who led 
me through the Law; and is the end of e 


whom it is fulfilled. 


Thus was led through the World to the eld. 
of it, who am not of it; for no more 1 live, but Gal. 4. 
Crift liverh in me, and the Life which I now" live, is 0 & 
by Faith in the Son of God, who is my Head, my 
Lord and King, and ruleth me by his Spirit, 
which is my Guide; Glory, and Sx Hee Praiſes, _ 
holy Praiſes, be unto the living, powerful God, 
for ever and ever; whoſe Preſence is dreadful, ; 
whoſe Power makes the Earth to tremble, and 
puts her Foundations out of d. who i is g : 

rp 


FS [ 12 ) 
ee. z. for Sion's Deliverance, and to the Torment of 
J thoſe that hate her for evermore. Hallelujah. .. 
20. And I having received Chriſt Jeſus, am by hin 
1 £3: ſent to preach the Goſpel; and not by Man, ng 
Sin, by the Will of Man; and the Goſpel which I de- 
1, 16. clare, I have freely received not from Man nor 
by 3. by Man, neither was 1 taught it, but by the Re. 
4.  velation of Jeſus Chriſt; who by the working of 
his Power hath made me a Miniſter of the Spirit, 


* 


not of the Letter, nor of Man. 
And this Call is not contrary to Scripture, but 
the fame that the Holy Men of God witneſſed, 
who wereEye-witneſſes and Miniſters of the Word 
1 bn. and did declare the Things that they had heard 
3, and ſeen, and were taught by the Revelation of 
1 Jeſus Chriſt : And they by him were ſeat from 
3 City to City, and from Village to Village, to 
pPreach the Goſpel, and they knew his Voice, and 
1 10. Were by his Spirit ſhewed where the Lord had 
| 3», bc. much People, and directed whither they ſhould 
J. 10. go, and not by Man, nor by the Scripture : A 
"2M 42. 18. Thomas Pentlow, called Juſtice, and Thomas Andrew, 
Ada whom the World calls a Miniſter, who perſecuted 
F > me, would have had me to have proved that! 
= was ſent to preach the Goſpel in Northamptonſhirt, 
1 by theScrpans: — -v... ̃7·˙—˙ fac an 
And here they ſhew forth their Blindneſs and 


" — CT oc a a r= 


tt of Ivy 

ume by the working of his mighty Power: Abt 6 Job, 
\; dy his Spirit was I commanded to leave my near 4. 
nor ind dear Relations, and ontward Imployments, to = 
1 preach Chriſt Jeſus the Light of the World to x. 48. | 
them that dwell in the Earth, which the Darkneſs 1. 
Re. Meovers, and to turn their Minds from Darkneſs z. .. i 
ip of to the true Light, that lighteneth every one that 1. 
ri merh into the World, and from the Power of Sa- 7h. 19 
aun, en to God: And by the Spirit of the Lord le- 
ſus am I directed whither I ſhall go, as the true 


q » — 
Fav 


105 Miniſters of Chriſt ever was: And a Diſpenſation 

ord; of the Goſpel is committed to me, not by the 

ard BY Will of Man, but by the Will of God, and woe 

nof {unto me, if I preach it not; but the Love of «cer 9 
rom I Criſt Jeſus con ains me to declare, and ſpread 15.7. 
to abroad in the World, that they may believe and be 


faved; and this Call is not contrary to Scripture, 
but the ſame that all the Miniſters of Chriſt had, 
as the Scripture teſtifieth. But I know that I ſhall | 
he as one that ſpeaketh Parables, and not be be- 
leved by the Sons of the Bond-woman, that are 
born after the Fleſh, who perſecutes thoſe that 64. 5 
are born after the Spirit : : For they are a wicked 23,25 775 
and adulterous Generation, and ſeeks after a ſign, £ A 
ſaying ( to thoſe that are ſent by the Spirit to Fa 
ind breach Chriſt crucified, and rifen again, the Light Mat. 6. 3 1 
of the World.) - 4 8 
cal If you be ſent as the Apoſtles were, and have the 
ej. ame Spirit that they had, ſhew ns a Sign or a 

nd Miracle, that we may ſee it "and believe: But I ſay. 

Go Punto you that ſeek after a Sign, that all that had 

of the ſame Spirit, and by it did witneſs the Truth, 

by I did not work Miracles: Neither was there any. _ 
his Sien ever given, but the Sign of the Prophet Jo- 
od , to your Fore-fathers the unbelieving Jews and 
eg 7-a7iſces, who fought for a Sign, and perſecuted 
in en; Neither ſhall you, who are in 9 | 


Fo Fc. 


1 14 ] 
1 Mat.i6, ah ſeek after a Signs bye any given, but the Sg. 
3 * -of the Prophet Jonas For you are an adulterom 
1 Generation, as the Jews were, Who ſought for 4 
Sign, to whom the preaching of Chriſt Jeſus the 
7b 8. Light of ithe World, that lighteth every one tha 
ww comenk into the World, is à Stumbling-black. 
1 But I teſtify unto you, That except ye believe i in 
= Joh 3. " the Light, and walk in the Light, you ſhall die in 
48 Pour Sins; and the Light that convinceth you of 
Bin, will witneſs God to be juſt in your Condem. 
4 cor. 2. nation. And 1 to him ſhall be a ſweet ſavouf, 
135,16. both in them that are ſaved, and in them thai 
perxiſh, who am not ſent to feed the Wiſe of the 
World with Knowledge, nor thoſe that ſtumble 
at the Light with, a Sign, but to preach Jeſu 
19H * Chriſt the Light, of the World, who was crucified, 
24 andi is riſen agaia,, and the daily Croſs. And this 
is to them that periſh, Fooliſhneſs; but to thoſe 
that are ſaved, the Power of God, and the Wi: 
dom o God; and by them ſhall T be known and 
91 15 that be Children of Light in their Mea. 
„ Ie, 
And now, to loa my Conſcience i in the Pres 
8 of the Lord God, that the Minds of the 
Simple Hips be informed, and that thoſe that are 
in Unbelie ee the Truth, may be 
left without Eren I ſhall declare what I do beat 
Teſtimony of, and what I witneſs againſt ; He 
0 Rev.2.7 that hath. an Ew os hear, let lim hear, and let him 
I cor. 2. that.! 18 Spiritual judge. . 
* L do witneſs that Chriſt Jeſus is the Light of the 
OY Jobs 7, World, and doth enlighten every one that com- 
2... eth into the World, and he teſtifieth againſt the 
World, that their Deeds be Evil; and that is his 
. 2555 7 Light which -makes manifeſt in the Conſciences of 
1 von Men and Wan the Luſts of your Hearts: 
1 And lets you 1 ſee chat you would not live in Ce- 
* vetoufveſn 


3 


[ 15] 
dune /s; Pride, Envy, An er, Swearin 4 Lyin , | 
eg, Drunkenneſs, uf and Wenne, 
pleaſures and Wantonneſs, Diſſembling, Backbiting and 

criſy : And the ſame Light that witneſſes a- 
inſt theſe Things, and diſcovers them to be E- 
il, is the Condemnation of all the World that 
ates the Light; and all you that do theſe Things 

at be Evil, you hate the Light. rat 

You that be Covetous and Proud, you hate the 
ht; you that be Angry and Malicious, you Fob. 3. 
ae the Light, and all you that be Swearers, 20. 
yars, and Curſed-ſpeakers, you hate the Light; 
nd all you'that be Drunkards, luſtful Ones, lo- 


de es of Pleaſures and Paſs-times, you hate the 
= ght; and you that be Diſſemblers and Hypo- 
{ts tes, you hate the Light, and love Darkneſs ra- 


her, becauſe your Deeds are Evil: And there is %, 3. 


* jour Condemnation, that Light is come into the 19. 
if. orld, and convinces you of Sin 3 and you love 
nd Pn rather than to walk in the Light: And in 


your own Conſciences and Knowledge, the Light 

ill witneſs that your Condemnation is Juſt, and 

jou ſhall be forced to acknowledge, that God is ,,, 22. 
Righteous, when he rewards you according to 12. 
your Works: Therefore repent and turn to the 

ord while you have time. 2 


And all you that do turn to the Lord, and 
ore the Light that Chriſt hath lighted you with, 7% 3. 
rich diſcovers to you the Evil of your Hearts, 21. & 
ad calls for Purity and Holineſs, and Amendment 
f Life, and in it walk; it will lead you out of 


he ather of Lights, and you walking in the Light, 
dis Cod is in the Light, will have fellowſhip, one 


ith another, and the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt you, „ 
ill witneſs, cleanſing you from all Sin, which . 

one can witneſs, whole Minds are from the Light, 
e Foo 


kom g. mity to God and to Chriſt. Therefore all you that 
7. love your Souls, love the Light and walk in it; for 


Fobn i. in your own Conſciences, the works of Darkneſs: 


— — — IE 
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Jan 15. Darkneſs, and thiey hate it, and love Darkneſs 1. 


: 5 35, 36, May be Children of Light. 


5 1 2. Grace of God are we ſavedias the Saints ever were 
I . Which Grace taught them, and doth teach us, to 
. deny all Self-works, and Self-righteotſnefs, which 


mu. 1. Works deny him, and turn the free Grace of 
1 God into Wantonneſs, and ſtand in your ohn 


7utey And God is juſt, who delights not in the Death 


err. 2. to Life, which Lifeis in Chriſt, who lighteth crer 
1, 39 one that cometh into the World, with a Meaſure 
21. 1 that love it, and is the Condemnation of all 


1 
5 . 
| 2537195 tonnefs; | 


SES [16] 
walking in darkneſs and the Love of the Wert 
(though they may make a Profeſſion of Chriſt, and 
| talk of Juſtification through Faith in his Blood) 
with that Mind that luſts to do Evil, which is en- 


every one of you have a Meaſure, which diſcovers 


2-, , Though ſome object and ſay; have Unbelievers the 
„ Light of Chriſt, (I anſwer) yea, and it ſhines i 


ther, becauſe their Deeds be Evil: And the Coun- 
ſel of Chriſt, from whence the Light comes, to 

ſuch is, whilſt you have Light walk, leaſt Dark. 

7ob. 12, Leſs come; and, believe in the Light, that you 
And 1 do witneſs, that the free Grace of God; 
which bringeth Salvation, hath nt to all 
Tit. 2. Men, and it teacheth us to deny all Vngoalineſs, and 
11,12. worldly Luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
Bodlily, in this preſent Evil World; ſo by the free 


is filthy Rags: And all you are found in the Self. 
works, that live in Ungodlineſs, Diſſimulation, 
and Hypocriſy, profeſſing God in Words, but i 


Wills, which brings Deſtruction upon your ſelves: 


a Sinner, but rather that he might turn and come 


Exzt33, Which is ſufficient to lead out of Darkneſs all 


— — => = 2 C | | — l 
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74 that hateit, and urn the Grace of God ir. War 


. But ſome Object and ſay, If all have à MeaZ 

fure of Light! that leads to Life thoſe that love 

i, and condemns thoſe that hate it; is not this 
to hold Salvation by Works in Man's loving 
er hating: the-:Light: ?. And, whether hath Man : 
fee. Will to love or to hate the Light ? ˙ . 4. 
FPanſwer, No: Man is not d by his own n 955 
Works, neither hath: he free Will for to love „% % 
the Light of himſelf, but God hath firſt ſo lo= . 
zu ved; Man, that in bis free Grace he hathigiven 
15. tim a Meaſure . Light, and by his Grade: is 


un: the, Love to the Sight begotfen, and Mans own © 
u Works, and his o ,n Will: denied, in which the 
k. Eumity and Deſires to do Eyil, lodgeth; aid all - 
you bis Works axe Mrpug 8 in: God, in the Croſs 
do Man's Will, which Crofs is the Power of Gd 
00; to Sa Vation : And this Grace of God which 
al brings Salvatign, in which the Love to the 
a Light is begotten, hath appeared to all Men: 
_ 185 | won 9 into the Love 0 the 72. 2. 
«Ml Light, as Chriſt. Wo ave gathered Jeruſalem, 11 12. 
ere. I but they, would not; and no more will you be”, 
, 00 gathered now, whe: ſtand in your Wills, but 1 | 
nich you reject the Counſel of God; and ſight the 8 _ 
delt Day of your, Viſitation, and kurni the Grace of 7 ] Ss , 
tion, WW God into! Wantongeſs: 2 wml 42 Pet.5, 
e ol nan loves the Light, and is ſaved: And by his. 
f d: For God willeth not that any ſhould: pe- | COS. 
nn, neither tempteth he ang Man to do Evil, 
vor to hate cke Light: Therefore put your Mouth 
the Dult, and let the T uh judge you, that 


ind in_your,,pwn;, Wills, which is Enmity to 

bod, and lives; at eaſe in the Fleſh: In Pride, 
Fleaſures, and ſegret Luſts, ſporting your ſelves —= 
u the Day- time, and yet would charge the Fault 7%, 


5 
* N 
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upon God, and make him the Author of theſe 
Thiags, whends he by his Spirit, hath often re- 
proved you in your :awn Conſciences for the E. 
2 cor. q. vil of your Doings, which Reprobf you have re. 
HP jocked ; the God of this. World. having blindey 
your Eyes, becauſe qu did not abide in the Love 
Kon, x, of the: Truth, but had Pleafüre in Unrightecul. 
by » neſs, which hath hardened your! Hearts, that you 
| Eb. are become paſtifebling,and in che reprobate Senſe, 
1 20k 10. Ominit᷑ Iniquity with Greedinefs, and live with. 
25. out che fear of God, doing deſpite unto his Spi. 
Fen-5 rit.of Grace, becauſt he indures with long Pati- 
| ence and Forbearance, yoot wick rks ( whic 
. fits yd u for Deſtruction) and doth not ſpeedily 
1 1 * 8, execute his Judgments upon, you, 1 80 therefore 
| Foul harden your Necks... | 
_- But knoweſt thou not; O Mau, that the Good: 
_ neſs of God leadeth to Repentance: And that 
bis Spirit fhalbnot always: rire- wich Man: Bui 
dn. 6. he will render Tribulation and Anguiſh, Wrath 
; Pens. and Vengeance, upon the Children 2 Diſobedi- 
' 6. ende, who join to the Serpents Seed, Which is 
a ccurſed aid reprobate from God:; And in chat 
DPDay of his Power- vou cannot refiſt, nor eſcape M 
Met. 4} the Day of his Wrath, which Mal burn as au 
#. Ouven, if you follow the Serpent, wic leads you 
into Luſt and Filthineſs, and none can ſave You 
tro the Wratk of Almighty. Gad : But you ſhall 
_ periſhin your Aboutiation, hich you have ſow 
- Gel. 6: ter the Feſt,” of which you ſhall redp Corruption, 
aud be puniſhed wick everlaſeing Perdition from 
| God who is purr, and from his Holy Angel: 
II Therefore prize your Time, and take heed to the 
5 m. Light, that ſecretly reproves you for Sin, and it 
| * 9: will bring yon to Repentance, and into the fear of 
Gad But Gilodeymg of n is your Condemnation; 
© reineiaber you are Warned in * Life- time, al 


— 
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oh 


* 


ſo o | 
ment: And here let the Triith judge you, that 8, s, &. 


V 
du that live without the fear of God, at eaſe in 
15 Fleſh, who commit Sin becauſe Grace abounds. 


And I do witneſs, that the Spirit of Truth, 


which convinceth theWorld of Sin. is ſufficient to lead 
and Ae into all Truth, and doth convince al 
Unbelief, and of Righteouſneſs, and of Judg- 5 16. 


y, that the Light which convinces the World f 


$n, doth not convince them alſo of Unbelief; or 
that fay, that the Spirit of Chriſt, doth not con- 
yince an Unbeliever'of Sin, or that ſay, that Light 


which convinceth an Unbeliever of Sin, is not 


ſufficient to lead into all Truth, without the 
Teachings of Men ; for Chri faiths that the Spi- 
rit of Ttuth ſhall convince the 
they be the World who believe not on him; and it 
convineeth them of Unbelief, and will lead into all PETR 
Truth thoſe that are guided by it: And he that de- 132 


orld of Sin; and 


nies him to be come, who convinceth the World 


of Sin ; is a Deceiver, and an Antichriſt : There- 


fore all People, take heed to that which convinceth 


you of Sin, and calls you to repent and amend your 2 x4. 7. 


Lives, and let you ſee ſecret Luſt, and Corruption, 


and Hypocrify, and Hardneſs of Heart, and Unbelief, 
and reproves you for it; for that is the Spirit of 
Truth, and you walking in it, it will not let you ſa- 
tisky the Luſts of the Fleſh: But it will bring a 
Croſs to your Wills and Luits, fo will you wit- 
neſs the Fleſh Crucified with the Afedtions and „, 
Luft, as the Saints did and 


Luft: nd do, who rejoy- 15,46. 
ced in the Croſs of Chriſt, and walked and do 
walk in the Spirit, that leads in the ſtrait 


gate of Self-denial : And in the ſtrait-gate of 
- Selt-denial you muſt walk, and the daily Croſs ,. WW 
of, Chriſt you; muſt. take up, | 
929 Luis; or you- cannot be the Diſciples ** 
0 


to your, Wills 13, 16, 


Chriſt, nor enter into the Kingdom of — 


IT | 
God, for the broad Way leads to Deſtruction; an 


üsthe Truth and the Life, and the Light of the 


| % 


* 


bhimſelf, and take up his Croſs daily, and follow mt, 

and he ſhall not abide in Darkneſs, 2 ſhall have Eter- 

„% And Ido witneſs that the Gift of God is Free, 
16. K . and is Eternal Life; which Life is Jeſus Chriſt, 
23, who taſted Death for every Man : And I do wit- 
neſs, that Faith in his Blood juſtifieth; which 
Hcb.2.9. Faith is the Gift of God, given to all thoſe that 
; wait on him in the Light; and the ſame Faith that 
Nom. 2, juſtifies, purifies the Heart; and the Blood of je- 
-2,25, ſus cleanſeth them that be in the Faith from all 
Sin. And this Faith which purifies' and works by 
Love, into the Obedience of Jeſus Chriſt, is not 

a dead Talk, and barren Profeſſion, which the 
e World lives in; but it is living, and is a Myſtery 
“ held in a pure Conſcience ; and it ſtands in Jeſys 

2 7in-3- Chriſt, and Chriſt, in him that hath it, the hope of 
25%. 27 Glory; and this Faith is the Victory, whereby the 
3 Foly i. Saints overcome the World, and put off the Body 
-/z. of the Sins of the Fleſh, by the putting on of the 

_ Ron.6.6 Body of Chriſt : And here the Old Man is put off 
1. with his Deeds, and the Enmity Slain by the Blood 
Cl.. 20. of his Croſs, and the New Man created after God, 
2225, in Righteonfneſs and true Holineſs; which is the 
24  Tmage of God that was in the Beginning, which 
+, is Perfect, and Sins not; neither can he, becauſe 


. 


3 . he . is born of God, and his Seed remains in him. You 
| _ that read this, prove your ſelves, whether you be 
2-07-13: in the Faith or no, and Profeſs no more than you 
Poor I do ſtand a witneſs againſt all you that 
make a Profeſſion of God, and of Chriſt, and talk 

of Faith in him, and of Redemption by his * 


faich Chriſt Jeſus (Who is the Way to the Father, 


5 World ) If | any one will come after me, let him deny | 
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and free Juſtification, and yet ſay, That not any 


* y er eee 2 


8 21 1 


can be made free from Sin, whilſt they are in this 
Life; and do your ſelves live in Sin, and in the 

Love and Cpnformiries to the World; for you 

are they that ſay, and do not, and are Enemies Mat 23. 
to Chriſt, and make him a Cloak for your Sins, 

and count his Blood an unholy Thing, and Re- 74. 10. 
gemption you cannot witneſs by it, who do walk 25. 

in Darkneſs; and your Faith is Dead and Vain, POLL 
who are yet in your Sins, and believe that you 2. 
muſt live in them whilſt you are in the Body 324 
and here you are found in the ſloathful Servant's 2e. 
Condition; that Murmurs and Complains, and 46. 
walks after your ungodly Luſts; and ſay that you 

have not Power to ſubdue them, and then ſit 
down et eaſe, to Eat and Drink with the Drunken, L 21. 
and ſo are overcome with the Cares af this Life, * . 
and deny to take up the Croſs, which the Apo- 

ſtle preached, the Power of God to Salvation, and 1 cer r. 
look for a. Power to come and deſtroy Sin, when +, 3. 
you go ont of the Body, and you never to have 13. 

your Luſts and Deſires to it crucified in the Croſs; 

and with the Light of Chriſt you are ſeen to be Ueb 6.6. 
they that put him toopen Shame, with your works 

of Darkneſs and vain Imaginings, That none can . 23. 
be ſaved from Sin, whilſt they are in the Body, E 
(whenas the Scripture ſaith, that he is able to ſave 7 Rom. 6. 
70 the uttermoſt, all thoſe that come fo God by him; 
and the Saints that did, and do follow him, were, 

and are made free from Sin, and become Servants 
of Righteouſneſs, and have their Fruit unto Holi- Take The. 
neſs, and the End is Everlaſting Life) and in this? 
State ſome of yon that make a Profeſſion of Chriſt , 
are found, putting the Day of the Lord far off; 70g. 95 

and you | warn to awake, and Sin not; for the 
Judge ſtands before the Door, and the Wages of war. 13 
Sin is Death, He That bath an Ear to hear, let 43: 


. 


[ 
| 
| 
j 
! 
| 
| 
| 


is - . to a particular Time, People and Place; and there 


IIa. 2. cauſe the People to Err by 


— 


And Ido witneſs, that not any Miniſter of Chriſt 
is made by the will of Man, nor fitted for his Mi. 
Gal 1-1. niſtry by Humane Learning, nor Sharpneſs of Wi 


11.12. 


42s 1.8. nor by any Natural Gift; but by the Gift of the 


pPpirit of Jeſus Chriſt ; which Gift cannot be bought 
e. 4. nor ſold for Money, nor limited to Times nor 
. 29 Perſons, but is free; agd conſtrains him that hath 
received it, freely to miniſter .it forth. And i do 
ſtand a witneſs againſt all thoſe that ſay, They are 
| Gifted to Preach the Goſpel, and limit themſelves 


ſell their Gift for Money; for theſe are they that 


2 Pet. 2.£0 in Balaam's way, and through fained Words, 


3,18. and high Expreſſions, make Merchandize of the 
People. And I do witneſs againſt all thoſe that 


pours: do profeſs ghemſelves to be Miniſters of Chriſt, 


and deny that he lighteth eyery one that cometh 
into the World; or that call His Light, which 
lighteth every pne that cometh into the World, 
2 Natural Light; and deny the Immediate Call to 
ani the Miniſtry, by the Spirit of Chriſt ; and ſay, 


IS > That they are fitted for the Miniſtry by Humane 


Learning, and called and approved of Men ( for 
theſe are they that are Aan of God) and 
their Lies, in denying 

4% that Chriſt lighteth every one that cometh into 
the World; and in calling His Light Natural, 
which Light is the very Way to God: And theſe 

are found Building, without the Corner - ſtone, and 
dhbeir Building is Babel; for they run, and were ne- 
1. 24, Ver ſent of God, and ſpeak a Divination of their 


_ . readthe own Brain-ſtudy, and not from the Mouth of the 


tho Lord; and uſe their Tongue when the Lord ne- 


| F ver ſpoke to them; but they Steal the word from 


their Neighbour z and ſuch; the Lord is and ever 
was againſt, and he hath ſhaken his Hand at their 
(iſbonelt Gain, Whp de, far Why Lycre, rag mar 


5, af 
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Scriptures; and here you, that act ſuch things, 


1271 Wy 
the Lord never ſent them; and therefore ſhall they 
not profit the People at all. And by their Fruits 
they are known, 'tho'they' come in Sheep's Cloath- Mat-7. 


ing, and profeſs th lves'ito be Miniſters of 5516. 
bide not in che Doctrine of Chriſt, but act thoſe 
chings that 'the rrue Prophets and Chriſt did wit. 

neſs againſt (for they ate inwardly ravening 
Wolves) that do ſeek for their Gain frem their 
Quarter, and bear Rule by their. means, and 
clothe Themſelves with the Fleece, and feed: ln 
themſelves with the Fat, and bite wich their Je- 27 
Teeth, and cry, Peace, Peace, and prepare War , 356. 


againft chem tliat put not into their Mouths, and 2.3 . 


Preach for Hire, and Divine for Money; and 2,3 


ſuch as thoſe the true Prophets of the Lord wit- 70413 


neſſed againſt, as the Scripture teſtifieth: And 1 


do witneſs againſt all thoſe that -profeſs to be Mi- 1% % 
niſters of Chriſt, and receive Titles, which ſtood 8.78. 


in the firſt Covenant, to be paid to the firſt Prieſt- 
hood; which Covenant was found Faulty, and 


that Prieſthood Changed: And againſt all that 


ſue People at Law for Tithes, * Wages, to tat. 5. 35 


whom they do neither miniſter ſpiritual Things „ 
nor temporal; for theſe things are contrary to 


the Doctrine of Chriſt, and the Practice of his Mer. 12. | 


true Miniſters: Neither did any of the falſe Pro- 
phets, Deceivers or Hirelings, ever ſue any at 
Law for Tithes or Wages, that we read of in 


with the Light of Chriſt are ſeen to-our-ſtrip them 
all in Oppreſſion. O! bluſn for ſhame, and let e 
the Truth Judge you, ' who profeſs to be Teachers 23. Fo 


of others, and act ſuch things; Te Generation of Vi- 718 
pers, how can you that be Evil, (ſpeak good Things ? a3, 44, 
How can you eſcape the Damnation of Hell! That pr 


ON. 45> 86- 
10 10010 


feſs your ſelves to be Miniſters of Chriſt, and abide 32. 
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> act. 7; and of their Fruits they are known, that have re- 


and Preach for Hire, 
| ſo. become the Hire- 


J 25 J 
Temperance, Patience, brotherly Kindneſs, and the 
lice: And theſe who are the true Miniſters of 
. cbriſt, are no Hirelings nor Covetous Ones, nor 6! by 
round, ſelf-will'd, incontinent, heady, unholy Ones, 
nor Deſpiſers of thoſe that are Good; nor Perſe- 
cutors, nor falſe Accuſers, nor Truce-breakers, nor 
Reſiſters of the Truth, nor Deniers of the Power 
of Godlineſs, nor Creepers into Houſes, nor lead- 
ing Captive of ſilly Women, ever Learning them, 
and never bringing them to the Knowledge of the - 
Truth : But the Miniſters of Chriſt walk in the 
Power of Godlineſs, and go from City to City, we. 10. 
ud from Village to Village, Preaching the King- 6, &. 


7 


* 


. 


dom of God, and enter into their Houſes that be 
northy, and bring People to the Knowledge of 
2- the Truth, which leads out of Sin all that love it; 
ſt: Wand theſe I Own and Honour, who give no Offence 


Rv = DR 2 = - 8 wy 3 


ny Win any thing, that their Miniſtry. be not blamed; 

ep Mbit do in all things approve themſelves as the Mi- | 
„ Iniſters of Chriſt ; in much Patience, in Afflictious, in 2 cer. 6. | 
er {Wileceſſities and Diſtreſſes, in Stripes, in Impriſonments, » & 13 
1; Wh Tumults, in Labours, in Watchings, in Faſtings; by = 
1 il 


Pureneſs, by Knowledge, by Long-ſuffering, by Kindneſs, 
by the Healy Ghoſt 5, by Love unfeigned, 5 a Word of © 
ch rah, by the Power of God, by the Armour of Righte= « 

nd Wouſneſs, on the right hand, and on the left; by Hoe 14 
ad Diſhonour, by evil Report and good Report, as De- 

at Nevers, and yet trus; as unknown, and yet well-known, 
( ching, and behold we live; as chaſteued, and not 

l, led; as ſorromful, yet always rejoycing; as poor, yet 

'&- Waking many rich; as having nothing, yet poſſeſſing all 

u; Ng And theſe that thus approve themſelves, .1 
re own, and eſtęem, and witnell ; but theſe are not 
es ¶ down nor approved by the World, but hated and 

nd Hperſecuted. And here I charge you all, to ſtop 

„ Jour Mouths, that do falſly accuſe me of Nailin 


= 
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5ſt the Miniſters of Chrift, and give over makigg . 


— 
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3 „„ += By 
Lyes your Refuge, leſt you with them be ſivey 
And I do alſo own and witneſs the ' Ordinances 

_ ofChriſt, as Self-denial, and the daily Croſs; Loy 
one to another; to do to all Men as we would he 
done unto; and not to Swedr at all; and if ay 
ſmite thee on one Cheek, to turn the other; aul 
to feed the Hungry, and cloath the Naked, and the 
Mat, 1; Ike. And alſo Preaching and Prophecying, 20 
23, cording to the Proportion of Faith, as every on 
72> '5- hath received of the Lord; and praying withthe 
2.6.33 Spirit, and uneins with the Spirit, and with the 
* 363242 Underſtanding alſo (as the Lord moveth) Lot; 
Auurkis. and Baptiſm, by one Spirit, into one Body, which 
172 4. brings down into Death with Chriſt, and into te . 
10, 11. Fellowſhip of his Sufferings, I own and witneß; 
15, 20 and the Communion of Saints, at the Table of t 
30, 31. Lord, where they feed on the living Bread, and 
r all drink into one Spirit, which makes them of 
. one Heart, and of one Soul, I own and witneß; 
. 5 Praiſes for ever be unto the Lord. But I knon, 

48.4.32 that the Sons of Hagar, the Egyptian Woman, tha 

_ Aare born after the Fleſh, whoſe Portion is to becal 
' 274.3, out, and feed on the Husks, will ſcoff at the mo-. 
-3- | g; Fig of the Spirit of the Lord, and ſay, Aba, Ab! 
' 25. © Theſe People will do nothing but what the Spitk 
i 05“: moves them to: But I ſay unto you that Scof 

Fou the moving of the Spirit of the Lord, That you att 
= - For-332 they which Peter ſaid, ſhould come in the laſt time: 
: 1 yet a little while, and the Scorners ſhall be con 10 


* 


= .famed, and you that turn from the Spirit of th 
= Lord, and work Wickedneſß, cut off: But they tin 
* date guided by the Spirit of God, are the Sons d P 
God, and ſhall Inherit the Kingdom, which fad fi, 
not, and init abide for ever: And here is a Tell _ 
7 5 of Truth declared, againſt all you who fal 
Tay, 1 diſown or rail againſt the Ordinances of * n 


| # WE” 
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5 1 
But the Inventions and Traditions of Men, 1 
o freely teſtify againſt ; As preaching for hire, nc. 3. 
Divination of their own Brain-ſtudy, limiting 77. ,. 
temſelves by the Hour, and ſanding praying in 16, 30, 
e Synagogues, for a pretence, making their 352. 
ayers long, whilſt they regard Iniquity ia their, s, 23.54. 
earts, a 
nd act thoſe Things that Chriſt cried wo a- 
inſt: And finging David's Pſalms in Rhime and 
Meeter : As for proud Men, and Men of Strife 
nd Contentior to ſing theſe words (turned in- 
oaRhime) Lord my Heart is not haughty, nor my 
yes lofty, neither do [ exerciſe my ſelf in great Mat- 12. 
ters, nor in Things too igh for me: Surely I bave 
ehaved and quieted my ſelf. as a Child that is weaned 
F bis Mother; my Soul is even ad a weaned. Child. 
And for thoſe that live without the fear of God, 
and never came into any true Senſe of their Sins, 
but live in Jollity, and Wantonneſs, to ſing Al 


1 


0 mourning all the Day; and at Night I water my "* 
Couch 520 my Tears. And thus poor e Feb. 8 
ple ſing Lyes to the Lord, whereby he is diſno- 
noured; and theſe things, and ſprinkling of In- 

1 10ts, (which there is no Scripture for) is coun- 
7 ted the Ordinances of Chriſt, by thoſe that kneẽ 
not God: But I witneſs againſt them, and againſt 

that which the World calls a Sacrament, where a 
company of carnal People, that diſcera not the 
Lord's Body, meet at a carnal Table, to eat and 
drink carnal Bread and Wine, which feeds the 


Damnation to themſelves; who ſome of them 25. 
live in Covetouſneſs, Oppreſſion, and Hard-hear- 
tedneſs: Others in Envy, Hatred, Raſhneſs, Self. 
willedneſs, and perſecuting the Innocent: And o- 
bers in Pleaſures, Drunkenneſs, Luſt and Un- 


are exerciſed with covetous Practices, 7d. . 


PF. 131. | 


my Fleſh trembles, I am afraid of thy Judgments : 1 715 - 


Wy carnal Man; for theſe are they that eat and drink: cer. b 


| 
: 
[ 
| 
| 
| 
1 


49:2, „the Snbſtance ; therefore ceaſe from your Inver. 
Lohn r. Chriſt, which reproves you for Sin, and calls for 
„ Light is the Unity and Communion of Saints, 


and contemfiing Authority, I do declare in the 


455. 
oe Jaltice according to the Law of God withoutr 


_ ve turns from the Light of Chrift, and caſts the Las 


. ſtice to ſtand afar off, and lets the evil doer go 
free, and puniſheth the Innocent that walk in the 


[23] 

cleanneſs : And others in Diſſimulation and Hy- 
2 Tim.3. pocriſy, having a Form of Godlineſs, but deny 
the Power: And Chriſt never commanded you 3. 
ny ſuch Things as you Practiſe and call his Ordi. 
nances, neither were they the Saints Practiſe; fa 
1 cor. they dwelt in the Light and Life, and poſſeſſel 


a 16, . | ; ©. 9 * 1 | — . 
8 ' tions and Traditions, and walk in the Light of 


John 1. Holineſs and Truth in the inward Parts: In which 
And whereas I am accuſed of railing againſt, 


Rom.13. Preſence of God, It is falſe ; for my Soul is ſub. 
1,2, »je& to the Higher Power, for Conſcience fake: 
And Magiſtracy I own, which is the Ordinance 
of God, ordained for the Puniſhment of Exil 
Doers, and for the Praiſe of them that do well; 

and thoſe Magiſtrates that are guided by the 
light of Chriſt, which is equal and juſt, and at 


ſpect of Perſons, I own and honour in my Soul, i 
not with Flatteries and Deceit, as the Cuſtom of 
the World is: But with Submiſſion to the Law d 
God, of which he is a Miniſter for good to me, 
who reſpects no Man's Perſon, but puniſhes the 
evil doer, and countenanceth him that doeth well; 
But he that is in the Place of a Magiſtrate, and 


17, 16, of God behind his Beck, and reſpects the Perſom 
* 77» of Men, and perverts all Equity, and cauſeth Ju 


Law of God (which reſpects no Man's Perſon) 
and are ſubject alſo to every Ordinance of Mat 
for the Lord's ſake: Him do I witneſs againſt, tha 
acts theſe things contrary to all Equity, . 


. N 2 
®. » 6.4 
* ne, 


. 
epecting his Perſon; yet no Power do I refiſt, 1 ce 


I? | 
4 Mit in that dwell, which ſuffers all Things, ho- 1 


th all Things, and am ſubject to the Wil of 27. 
id; in whom I have that Peace which the World 
not gire nor take from me: Praiſed be the 


P 


r A ND for witneſſing the Truth, which here I 

ch am called to declare, as the Lord directed 
ee by his Spirit, do I now ſuffer Impriſonment. 
ft, Wand that they may be made manifeſt, whoſe Souls 
the 


are not ſubject to the 7. — Power, nor to the 
Ordinances of Man for Conſcience ſake; I ſhall 

e: eclare the cauſe and manner of my Impriſon- 

ce ment, anè the cauſe and manner of the Impriſon- 3 
vil nent of Marmaduke Stor; and their Proceedings — 
ll; Woainſt us, at the two laſt General Sell ns, hol- 8 

the Wen the 1 3th-Day of the fourth Month. © 

at W Upon the 15th Day of the firſt Month in the 
re- Near 1654. 1 being at a peaceable Mecting of the 
ul, W.ord's People in a Friend's Houſe in Wellinborongh 


| of Wn Northamptonſhire, as I was exhorting them in 

of Whe Name of the Lord, there came in” Richard 

me, NDenit, and John Hackney, Conſtables in the faid 

the WTown, and with them Henry Smith and Richard 

ell; {Weacons; and as I was declariug the Truth, Hen- 

and I Smith get! it; and the Conſtables by force 
aid take me forth of the Meeting, and would not 

on Whew me their Warrant, though it was often de- 

J»- red of them; and that Night they carried me 

go efore Thomas Pentlom of Milly; whois in Commiſ- 1 
the Wion to do Juſtice in the County of Northampton 14.17, 
nad after he had examined me, he ſaid unto me, 
1a That if 1 would go home and live with my Wife, 

hat Wind go towards her the next Morning, I hond 
ire my Liberty. I anſwered, I do not ſtand in 


mx 


: 
: 
[ 

i 
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t | 
| | 
? 


Like 23, ried me again before Thomas Pentlow, 1 5 


v0. 


m y own Will, but in the Will of God, and q 
1 5 no ſuch Promiſes, not knowing what f 
— Morning will bring forth; and then (tho | 


Fndrews, (on the third Da of the 10th Mont 


Arine and Pr 


Xe E. I anfw 


Ba © G chen witneſß the Truth of vs 
bs I. bad declared: Then be was b Thames Pex 


207. 


none could lay any thing to my Charge tha WM; 
the Breach of any Law) He aid ne me we 
the Conſtables ll further Order; and on the | 
venteenth Day of the aforeſaid Month, they 


Brown of Kettering, who alſo is in Commiſſion t 
da Juſtice, and . with Thomas Pentlow, a 
Thomas Andrews, and John Boddington, whom er- 
World calls Teachers, being there preſent, a, 
very much ſtir up the Rulers avainſt & me, and Me 
Thom Andrews, Robert Beeton, Richard Barnes à 
Smith, was J accuſed to be a Wanderer, d 


had left my Wife and Calling, and to be a Reih C 


becauſe 1 declared the Truth, and deſired Tha 


at the Steeple-Houſe in Muehe þ, after the 
Publick Worſhip was ended ) rele prove his Ds 
by. Scripture, but. he fled 
way, and would not to prove his Pradlig 
and that which he had ſpoken. The Truth whit 
I R declared I denied not: But to be a Wa 


-F 34-7" 


ws that I had a Friend at l 


might be admitted to come in 


28 71211 


cles Tar) - -* i 


nd of... up y thoſe called Teachers, who ſought to 
at Ware him in his Words, inſtead of hearing the 


ruth in my behalf, did take Offence at him, and 


1UND 


hat id examine what his Name was, and where he 
me welt, and what his Occupation was, and where- 
be pre he came into theſe Parts; to which he an- 

e ccred, That his Name was Marmaduke Ster, and 


Ibis Dwelling was at |Ringborough in Holderneſs, 
on Min the Eaſt parts of Yorkſhire, and that his Occu- 


„tion was a Farmer of Grounds, on which he 
n rared Oxen, and he told them the cauſe of his 
„ming into this Country was to Viſit his Bro- 
nd Her Joſeph Storr, whom Thomas Pentlow had caſt 


41A 


\th 
aJler 


nto Priſon at Northampton, and to ſupply, his 

Wants. And he further ſaid, That he was to go 

into Sraffordſbire, to take his Farm again of Tho- 

ma Brown. Truſtee to one called Lady Stevinton; 

the Term of its time being out within eight Days, 
which did occaſion his coming the ſooner into theſe 

Darts: Then Thomas Pentlow asked him what he 


ed had to do in that Place, he anſwered, He hear- 

coins that I was accuſed to be a Vagabond, and he 

FS tnowing the contrary, did come to teſtify it, and 
1 he alledged that he did not come into his Houſe | 

f 


ed him if he would take his Oath of what he - 
ad declared concerning me; but in Obedience to 
Chriſt, who ſaith, Swear not at al, be refuſed an ru. 52 
MW Oath: Then the Ruler being ſtirred up by Thomas 30 37. 
ens, who did accuſe us as Papiſts and Jeſw= 
res, and diſperſers of dangerous Principles; and 
bey all perceiving we would not Swear, after 

they had conſulted together for a ſnare, they ten- 
(ed to us the Oath of Abjuration; but we both 
for Conſcience ſake refuſed to Swear, in Obedi- 
ence to our: Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſaith, Swear 
& al, and the Apoſtle James faith, 


wichout his Admittance. Then Thomas Pentlow 
| 


Jones 
Above al 5 *+ 2 
things 


we did deny, except they would read to us 4 


: things Brethren Smear not, neither by Heaven hig 
4 


byte 


 Apoftle, leſt we ſhould fall into Condemrating 
_ refuſed the Oath; but we did in the Preſence of the 
Lord God renonnce and deny the Things renougl 


all Principles contrary to the Spirit of Truth 
which gave forth the Scriptures :: Then they toll 
us, they looked upon us to be Perſons diſaffeted 
to the Commonwealth, and did require us to find 
Sureties to be of Good Behaviour, and to 2. 


County of Northampton; but we replied that, of 


have given Teſtimony in aſſiſting it with our Per. 


or that they charged us with, to be evil Behavi- 


were Judges, they ought to judge us according 
which they judged us to be of evil Behaviour, 
not misbehaved our ſelves; but they would real 


made a Mittimw,” and ſent us to Priſon the ſe, 
venteenth Day of the foreſaid Month, a Copy d 

which was denied us by John Snart Gaoler, and it 
Priſon we were kept, until the General Seſſions 
which was holden on the twenty fifth Day of the 
ſecond Month, 1655. where there ſat, Henry Ban 
let, John Manſil, and Johis Thormon, who wy 1 


[52] 
rth, neither by any other Oath, bat let yu 


yea be yea, and your nay be nay; leſt you fall in 
Condemnation. And we being like-minded to th 


ced and denied in the Form of that Oath, and 


pear at the next Seſſions to be holden for the 
our good Affections to the Commonwealth, ve 


ſons and Eſtates in the time of its greateſt ſtraits, 
but to lay in Sureties to be of good Behavion 


Law, that declared any thing that we had dont 


our: They ſaid that. they were Judges: and did 
judge it ſo to be. We anſwered, That if the) 


to a Law, and deſired them to read us a Law, by 
we knowing in our own Conſciences, that we had 


us no Law to convince us as Tranſgreſſors, bi 


f i 
£ . 


(> By 


to the Bar, they read the Mittimes, as a Charge a- 
gunſt us: But Marmaduke Storr declared, and dotli 


trery Word, as concerning him; but only he did 


who came on my behalf to witneſs the Truth, tho? 


Where declared, and they accuſed me of ſome things 
they pretended to be ſpoken above ten Weeks be- 
fore I came into this Country, but not any Wit- 
tels did there appear, to prove that which rhty ac 
cuſed me for : Neither could they. tead rhe any 


haviour, and to appear at the next Aſſizes; but we 


at which time we were brought before the Gene- 


Dwelling is at Dingley in Northamptonſhire, whom 
15th Day of the ꝛd Month, when he went before 


„dem on his Servant Edward Ferman's Behalf, to 
Witneſs that he was no os bur did 1 * 


Commiſſion to do Juſtice, and when we were called | 


declare, That what they charged us with is falſe _ 


refuſe to'Swear, and not any Man appeared that 
did or could accuſe him of Evil doing, or the 
breach of any Law, either by Word or Action: 
But they put him Jointly in the Mittimi with ine, 


they can aecuſe him of nothing elſe but whiat is 


Law, that thoſe things they accuſed me for, were a 
Tranſgreſſion of; bur thoſe that ſhould have done 
Juſtice according to Equity, inſtead of ſo doing, did 

again require us to find Sureties to be of good Be- 


did refuſe tolay in Sureties, except they would read 

us a Law, which did declare us to be Tranſgreſ- 
lors, or of evil Behaviour; which they refuſed, and 

- by Mdid again commit us to the Common Goal, where 

our; ve continued until the 13 Day of the 4th Month, 


ral Seſſions, where there ſat Villiam Butler of Oundle, itari 
Jaln Manſil, Fobn Thornton, and one Ward of Hoton, 7 
who were in Commiſſion to do Juſtice, and with 
ks before them was brought Thomas Cocket, whoſe 


John Man and Jobn Brown caſt into Prifon, the 7 


Court, with ſtanding with our Hats on. We a8. 


Law of the Nation did require us to put off our 
Then Robert Guy, Clark of the Peace did affirm, 


Has on, to be of evil Behaviour, or that did re. 
quire any ſuch thing as putting off Hats; but they 
refuſed co read us any Law, and faid to us, we 


evil Behaviour to ſtand with your Hats on: And 
we do require Sureties for the good Behaviour, 
We anſwer d, We do not refuſe 0 lay in Sureties 
to be of good Behaviour; if we may be convinced 
dy the Law here before th 
vil Behaviour. Then William Butler (Who is alſo an 
Officer in the Army) ſaid, We will not be ſo much 
your Servants, for you are unworthy Fellows; and 


Shoes; and we being called to the Bar, they com 


(E798 
hard with him in his Calling, which is making 


manded us to put off our Hats, but we.Rood in 
the Faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and in Qbedi. 
ence to the Law of God, which reſpeRs no Many 
perſon; Then they ſaid, That we affronted the 


fwer'd, That neither the Law of God, nor the 


Hats; and we told chem, That we did not keep 
them on in Contempt, but for Conſcience fake, 


That to ſtand with our Hats on was a Tranſgreflion 
of the Law of the Nation; and William Butler ſaid, 


S FSS SFF S 


us that Law, that did declare ſtanding with the 


tell you, that it is a Tranſgreſſion of the Law, and 


je Country to be of e- 


b laid he, You do put Confidence in the Army: But I 
I tell you, the Officers of the Army will be mor Il, 
ffevere in puniſhing you, than any have been yet. 10 


But we anſwer d, That the Officers of the Army, C 


under whom we had faithifully ſerved in the late Wl m 
Wars, ought not to puniſh us contrary to Law; I 3; 
Then Robert Gay ſaid unto me, That there was In- IN er 

formation given, that I had made Diſturbance in I 5, 


the 


/ 


* 


Ars ee SIN 
r Country: 1 anſwer d, That the Perſecuting 
. 8 in times paſt ſo accuſe Paul, to 
be a Rig leader of the Sect, and a mover of 
gedion throughout che World, © who' turned 
we World upnde down; Then Wiliam But- 
Wide That Pha was fallly accuſed; but 
tou art really ſueh a Ohe. I deſired him to 45: . 
ptohe that! I waz "ſuch a one: Then be ſaid, 25 5 
That ! W wele Unnmlannetly people, in ſtanding 
chyerech before them. I anſwer d, He that re- 
ſpests Perſons, is in the evil Manners; and tranſ- 
ett che Law ef God; and Marmadike Storr 
id That they who ſat to Judge us, ought not 
to be Gr Accuſers and we defired, that our Ac- 
caſers' might” appear Pace to Face, that if we 
hid tranſgreſſed the Law, we might ſuffer ac. 
cording to the Law; but no Information was 
rad agküänſt any of us; neither did any ap- 
par” that did or could accuſe any 'of- us of E- 
Il dolegs; either by Word of Action: But thoſe 
that fat to judge us, told us, that We were idle 
diſorderly perſong: We defired them to prore 
dei ir before the Country 5 and 1 ſaid to them, That 
7 my Calling was to declare the Trutif; which 
© Wl vootd be Witneſſed in all their Conſciences, at 
the dreadful Day of God; and Marmaduke Stor, 
, That when he was committed fie had the 
| ttaridging! of Grounds of about ſeven lcore pounds 
1 Tear en which he grazed Cattel, Which could 
devot be managed wittiont Labour ; and he further 
told them; That the occaſionof his conſing into the 
= Country, was to viſit kus Brother in Priſon, and 
that When he was committed, he was upon his 
= Journey to have taken his Farm again of theoẽn- 
er of it, and he proſefed to let them fee a Letter 
under the Hand of him cat did let it, to teſtif7 
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| the Truth of what he ſaid; but they teſuſed io 


(36) 


ſook on it, and told him that he was a Wanderer, 


and an idle Perfon ; And Thomas Cocket in an 


ſwer to their accuſing him to be an idle  difor. 
derly and wandring Perſon, ſaid, to them; That 
his outward Dwelling- 4 as ſome of them did 


well know) was but Twelves Miles off, in the 
ſame County, and that be did labour hard in 


his Calling; and he deſſred that he might have 


the Beheſit of the Law; and if any could accuſe 
him, he deſired they might there appear to his 
FTace, and he was ready to anſwer the Law); but 


not any appeared that could accuſe him of B. 
vil Doing: Then they, inſtead of Judging our 


Cauſe in Righteouſneſs, did manifeſt the Sectets 


of their Hearts, and commanded us to be di. 


lent, and hear the Sentence of the Court, which 
is as followeth, Gaoler, Put them in the Houſe 
of Correction, and ſuffer not any People to come 


at them, and ſuffer them not to have any Meat 


© brought to them, and ſuffer them not to have 
_ * either Pen, Ink or Paper brought to them, but 


. ed. 2. 
10. 


— 


buſed their Power committed to them, con. 


© keep them ſtrait, and work them hard: But no 


Time they preſcribed, how long we ſhould be 


there continued; ſo the Goaler according to 
their Command, took us away, and put us in 
Priſon, where we remain numbred among Trank 
greſſors. And for the Truths ſake, that Inno- 


cency may be cleared from the Aſperſion of 


the Wicked; and that all thoſe that are Sober 
1 minded, who have an Eye to ſee, may con- 

7f:."53-fider and diſcern, and with the Light of Chril, 
Try and Judge, whether theſe Men have not 


proceeded unjuſtly againſt us, and through En- 
vy and Cruelty perverted the Law, and + 


W 


tray 


. 
nary to their own Oaths, Proteſtations, and for- 
ner Promiſes of Liberty, when they with us were 

ecuted by the late Enemies of the Truth, who 
fell before this preſent Power that now is, which 
theſe Men ' profeſs, that by Virtue of that Pow- 
2, theſe have paſſed the fore: mentioned Sen. 
tence, which makes them manifeſt to be more 


heatheniſh Magiſtrates we read of in Scripture, or 
than Pharaoh was againſt the I/raelites, who did 


$ alſo contrary to the Doctrine of Chriſt, which 


thoſe that are Sick, and in Priſon; but they, in- 
give Command that none ſhall viſit us, or bring 


profeſs the Name of Chriſt in words, whoſe pra. 
Gile this is, when he comes to look for Fruit? 


Meth. 25. 40, and 41. Go, ye curſed, into everlaſt- 


ieir lawful Travel, and take them from their 
Callings and Imployments, and then falſly accuſc 
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te that bath an Exe to ſee, let him ee. 2 
And now a few words to thee, Mia 


ISvt8S 


us Food. O! what will you do, that dare to 


Cruel. than thoſe that fell before them, or than any 


not forbid them Food, when he commanded them 
to be holden to hard Labour; and their Sentence 
to feed our Enemies that Hunger, and to viſit 


lead of ſo doing, do Impriſon the Innocent, and 


Met! a. 
4 : 


25. 43» 
Whicher will you fly, when Chriſt ſhall fay, 15%" '* 
was in Priſon, and you wiſited me not; and what 
you bave done to the leaſt of theſe that believe. on me, 
w bave done it unto me. Read your Portion, 


np Fire. And now, all People who fear God, and 
know the Liberties of this Nation, conſider whe- 
ther they be not here infringed by theſe Men; 
who, contrary to Law, da Impriſon Men upon 


nem to be Idle, and upon that account order 
item according to the Sentence formerly written, 


a . Butler, 
ho are an Officer in the Army, ao Pen io. 


To 

the Arm of Fleſh, and ſay'ſt, Tbat the Offcers;of the 
Army will take a more ſevere Courſe, in puniſhing. 

whom the World in ſcorn call Quakers, han 
tofore bath been taken. I ſay unto thee, and to the 
reſt of the Officers, whom thou ideclar openly 
upon the Bench, would ſeverely puniſn us: Take 
ebe. heed how you require the Loru Evil for / Gon 
26. 20. Who, for his anointed fake, hath reproved Kings; 
2 and hath in your Eyes appeared the Gad:of Ar, 
mies, who hath overthroun the Horſe-.and/hi 
Rider; and take heed how you oppreſa his eo. 
Fes ple, leſt the Lord God of Hoſts cut you uff in h 
Diſpleaſure, as he did the Oppreſſors, thato he de 
ſtroyed before you. And learn thou of him vb 
is meek and low in Heart, that thou mayiſt knon, 
that no Officer of the Army ought to puniſh 4 
peaceable harmleſs People, that tranſgreſs no Nis 
tional La, but walk in the Law of God, which 
is without reſpect of Perſons: For he that is 
Souldier ought to do Violence to no Man, not m 
aAccuſe falfly, as thou didſt as, in ſaying, That wi 
put Confidence in >the Army, which is falſe ; foi 

= Confidence is in God, who is the Rock df 
| 5 8 r dee, 9970. 0G 
9 hand now, a word to all you into whoſehands 
power is committed, to judge between Man an 
Man, who turn your Power againſt God, ànd per 
ſecute his Faithful Servants, and are offended & 
them, for ſtanding with their Hats on before 
Conſider what that is in you, that is ofſendel 
„at us, for coming beſore you with our Hats on 
F £5: ſeeing neither the Law of God, nor of the Nato 
requires it; but un the cantraty, the Law oſ G0 
len 2.9. ſaith," Thar heb ber veſpetts Perſons; commibs Sin-y and 
 #+;\forGonltſenchTahe; bande pur off our Ho 
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x your Commands, no more than Mordecai could 

how to Haman's Will, tho* the King did Command 

ir; and tho his Lffe, and the Lives of all the Fews, 

Young and Old, throughout the Province of Ba- 

han, were indangered to be deſtroyed, becauſe he 

diſobeyed the King's Command: Yet he regarded 

it not, but gave up himſelf and his People, as you 

may read, Eftb. 3» 2. & 6. 13. & 4. 14. & 7. TO; 

49. 7, 5- And he ſtood inthe Faith and Obe- 5 y. 

dience to the Law of his God, as we do now, 5,6, 

who cannot diſdbey the Law of our God, in re- 

ſpedting your Perſons at your Command, though 

yur Relations, Liberties and Lives be engaged, as 

you now Rule by your Wills, contrary to Law ; 

„ad our God, is the ſame God that deſtroyed Ha- 

2 na, and delivered Mordecai and his People; and 

Ne WY he will ſcatter you, who truſt in the Arm of Fleſh, 

ich and in his own time will deliver us, by the Arm 

$2 of his mighty Power, in whom we truſt, who is 

£10 now Arifen, and will Judge our Cauſe in Righte- 2 74: 

wi WW ouſneſs, and render Tribulation to them that Trou- 2 47 
dau ble us, and to us Reſt, with all dear Saints of Gd. 

0 who were hated and perſecuted of the World, 
ben the Lord Jeſus ſhall, be revealed from Hea- 

nd ven, in Flames of Fire, to render Vengeance upon 

aua al you that know not God, and are diſobedient 

per to the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, tho you make a 

d a Profeſſion of him in words, while you are filling 

fore up the meaſure of your- Fore-fathers Iniquity (the 

1 Biſhops and ugjuſt Rulers 9 who perſecuted the 8 

el Truchi, as you now do; chat upon you may come 

oni all the righteons Blood of thoſe faithful Martyrs 

1008 and Witneffes of Jeſus” Chriſt, that hath been ſhed 1 2 

in your Generation or Birth, from the beginning 34, „ 
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an unto this Day: And: ydu have gotten _ words 
Aa e Trade, and Paint your feles with, as the r 
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. 
did the true Prophets words, and made a fair cui 
ward Profeſſion, with Garniſhing the Sepulchtes 


of the Righteous, as you do now, with Crying up 
the Ordinances of Chriſt, and the Minifters of Chrif, 


Luke 


11. 47, 


do 51. 


and ſay, If you bad been in the days of your Fre- fa. 
thers, you would not have ſlain the Martyrs that 1 
7 es Mary's Reign; but we ſay untq you, They 

uffered by the ſame murthering Spirit, which you 
manifeſt to be in you, who perſecute by her Lays, 


and do Impriſon, and falſly Accuſe ( under the 


name of Wanderers, Seducers, and Diſturber: of your 
Peace) the faithful Servants of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, whom. he hath called forth of the World, 
and made conformable to him in his Death, thro! 


the Sufferings and Renewing of the Spirit in the 


| Regeneration. And this we declare to you all 


Tit, 3.5 


who did, in times paſt, qr that do now believe in Wi 


that do act theſe things before- mentioned, and 
yet make a Profeſſion of Faith in Chriſt, That they 


Chriſt Jeſus, and are Regenerate and Born again, 


through Faith in him, are no perſecutors; neither 


15 did they, nor do we who believe in Chriſt, Per. 


ſecute, fally Accuſe, or Impriſon any that ſpeak 


in the Name of the Lord, and Exhare People 0 


Prelence of the Lord God 


Repentance. , And we do again n g bs 
f Heaven and Earth, 


and it, ſhall be anſwered with the Light in all Con- 


ſciences, That you that do Impriſon, falſiy Accuſe, 


| Pexſccute, and Scorn. thoſe that declare againſt Sin 


SITE. | wal ß Nature, horn a ter * ig.) 5 | 
I the fame that Pfeife Clyiſt, Stoned wan 


ger the Names 


in your Steeple-houlcy (un. 


in your Streets, 
ore · mentioned) are ſhut gut 


from amongſt all the Saints and Children of God, 
that believe in the Lord Jeſus, and you are found 
in Cain s Way, who flew Th Brother; and in 1 


# 


the Fleſh ; which Binh 


n : 
and put to Death bis faithful Miniſters and Weit- 
elles in all Ages; who, ſome of them, had no 
certain Dwelling - place, and others wandered à. ©% & 
dout in Sheeps- ins and Goat- skins, and were de- 1 T. 
ute and afflicted, and counted the Off. ſcouring 4. 11. 
call things, by the World, who was not worthy eb. ii. 
of them 3. who did indure Trials of cruel Mock- LU Ja 
ings, and were Beaten and Impriſoned, as we are, & 12 
hat ſuffer by the ſame Seed of Evil-doers; and 1, 2. 
they were ſlain with the Sword, and quenched _ 
the Violence of the Fire, and were Tortured, not 
accepting Deliverance; but did rather chuſe to 
ſuffer, what Man did do unto them, than they 
would Tranſgreſs the perfect Law of their God, 
who had called them out of the World: Ad 
tek are our Cloud of Witneſſes, and their God Fer. ij: 
is our Gd, and will deliver us, and render to 10. 


you, every one of you, according to your Do- 2, 


Wingsz and with what meaſure you meet to us, 


i ſhall he meaſur'd to you again; and you ſtall 
not eſcape, but ſhall receive, at the Lord's hand, 
the Cup of the Wrath and Fury of Almighty 
God, which he will fill unto you; and will get get. 7. 
his Glory upon you, in his Righteous Judgments, 8,9, 10, 
except ye Repent: Therefore ſpeedily return to 
the Lord, ' and walk in the - Light of Chriſt 
Jeſus, that reproves for Sin, leſt you Periſh in 
your” Gain-fayings, and your Hearts be harden- 
ed, ſq that no more place of Repentance be 
found : Therefore now, while you have time, 
JJV 1 
And all dear Brethren, and Companions in the Job. 1. 
Kingdom and Patience of the Lord Jeſus, who?? 
«6 his Faithful Witneſſes, lift up your Heads, 
and rejoyce in the Lord, who hath counted you 
worthy to Suffer for his Name's ſake, and ſtand 
e e 


Mat. 77 


(42) 
unmoveable in the Light, Life, and Power « 

\ $: a ſound Mind, and be Obedient to the Lord Je. 
g : fas Chriſt, and forget the lacs that are be. 
„ - hind, and preſs forward, in t pure Light, 
through the ſtrait Gate, in the daily Croſs 9 
that which is contrary to the Light, and treat 


Revs Jo God, and be Bold, and of good Courage; be 6 


and trample upon that which would ſhake your il 3 


** «* Confidences, and be Faithful co the End, thy 
Heb, you may receive a full Reward (with all te 
10. 35» faithful Ones, who ſuffered before you) from 
24 — the Lord God of Sabbaths, who is a conſuming 
Fire to his Enemies; but is, ever was, and 2. 
- Pſ.g. bides for Ever, the Refuge of all that Truf 
8, Kc. in him: Glory and Praifes be given to bim 


* 
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: 1 TY in Scorn eall Quakers, whoſe Bodies a 
5 in outward Bonds, in the Common G4 


Northampton. 
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NE PRO OE 


FROM THE 


LOR D: 


Declared, by the 


Movings of his Spirit, 


To Certain Profeſſors, 


Whoſe Habitations are in and about Hull and 


Beverly, who take delight in approaching to God, 
and to know his Ways, as a People that did 
Righteouſneſs, and yet ſeek to limit him, and 


| ſtumble at his Light, in which the Knowledge of 


his Ways are received: With an Admonition to 
all to beware of the Leaven of the Phariſees, which is 
Hypocriſy 5 who for a pretence, make long Prayers, 
whilſt Iniquity is regarded in the Heart, and Diſobe- 
dience lived in, leſt you receive greater Damnation. 


AS ALSO, 


in INVITATION to all, who are groping in the 


Dark, to own Chrift, the Light, which gives Strength 
azainft Sin, and Reſt to the Soul: Publiſhed for the Infor- 
mation of ſuch as deſire to know the Truth, and would 


enter into the Kingdom , were they not deceived by the 


lights of Men, who ſhut up the way, and will neither enter 
themſelves, nor ſuffer thoſe that would, that you may Try all 
Things, and bol faſt that which is good. . . 


b7 one that ſeeks not his own, but the good of Four Souls, 


called, JOHN WHITEHEAD. 


Hear ye,and give Ear, be not Proud;for the Lord bath ſpoken &c. jer. 13. 14. 


| London, Printed and Sold by T. Sowle, 1703. 
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12 enſuing Litter was I moved to write and ſend 
among ſt you ( who were met together at Haſſel, 


wt the Things of God : Therefore do 1 Exhort all of 
you, to whom it ſhall come, to read what follows, with 
ont any Prejudice, in the Fear of the Lord, that your 


Underſtandings may be opened, in the Light, to ſee and 
low the Mind of the Spirit, which will give toeach of 


jou what is your Portion, 


A 2 - . ? N ® . . 1 A 2 — 8 th. I th. 


1 „ 


\Onſider how you are pufſed up in your 
Knowledge, and your Hearts waxen Fat, 


and your Eyes blinded by the God of this 


World, and Ears become dull of Hearing, that 


jou cannot ſavour the Things of God, nor re- 
8 e 


*FPRO OF 


gon the 31ſt Day of the fifth Month, 1656.) in love 

to your Souls, as a Teſtimony againſt your Deceits, 
phich to your Wiſdom may otherwiſe appear; to which 
He I look. not to be made manifeſt, knowing it perceives 


= 
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A: 
joyce in the Truth, . but account Jeſus Chrjp 
Wis 


Fooliſhneſs, or Simpleneſs, to what you have attain« 
ed, tho? few of you know any thing of the Fel. 
lowhip of his Sufferings, e « his _ wh 


ame) re 


are preſcribing a war, a g. F: > limi .* jad 
Holy One in Fneſ) ing _—_ ö 


ho-{þ 11 ſpeaks d re) jecting the T [Is 
ganditaking yop ror by , 4 outwat un 
1 h a place witneſg yon 


id, Þ z5 no everly 3 and 
o--your—agroeing-. on particular 
hings to be i a for, as by .your own word 
plainly ap þeare and going ro Payer at the . 
of 613 40 ef the? lente of you acknowled 
Ton had u erde: in Spirit to it All which is Nef 
4 1. to be colitha to the Doctrine of Chriſt" * 
Practice of His Saints, who ſpake and Prapel 8 
4 x6. the ie 125 moved and gave utterance, and ki 

fore-hand' what they ſhould Pray for EG Ih 

700 do) but Having recelved the Fit Fruits oi 
the Spirit, it helped their Infirmities, and made 
Imterceſion, according to the Will of God, with 
Sighings and Groanings*that could not be uttered: wi 


which Spirit you have ſufficiently cleared you N 
|; — -you-ſaying,. that - you want it; 
; others, that you cannot find it; but pray much ol 


our ſelves, and flubber over God's Sacrifices, aud % 
now nbthis Mind, but are in much Darkneſs ad, 
Deadneſs, Contradiction and Strife; and not be 
_ coe te the Unity of the Body of Chriſt) iu 
Line it to de like your ſelves, Ken, and Divided 0 pe: 


6 Re yarn) who' en b wit ente, . * 


— — 


— — — — — — 


Cy - 

fo who.profeſs to be the Month of the reſt; ſome 
of you ſaying, That yon want the Spirits and cannot: 
dit, but are in much Darkneſs :: Others of you, 
freaking in behalf of the reſt, affirm, Thar you aue 
* ard are God's Children, and do his Work, we SR 
coves ſome of you, at leaſt, to be Lyars: 5 
low ithſtanding you are thus in Confuſion and Dar- 
res (as might be mentioned in many other par- 
aalars) you are not aſnamed to ſpeak in Deriſion 
a contempt of the Children of Light, becauſe 
re all ſpeak the ſame Things, and declare one ce | 
Truth, according to the Apoſtles Doctrine; which | 
ruth is the ground of Union, and ſands a wit- 
jeſs againſt all Deceit, the declaring of which you 
ure contemned, becauſe it came contrary to your 
Wills and Appointments, and doth not feed that 
rich reacheth out to the Tree of. Knowledge, 
kich is diſobedient, and like the Athenians, cry d 
ut for ſome new Thing, and you would: hear it; but 
counted it Babling, and 4 Diſturbance, to declare 


* t which was from the Beginning 3 carping at the 
7 rnner of words, and time of their Delivery, tho? 
re ey varied not from Examples and Rules in Scrip- 


ure, which ſaith, Cry aloud, & ſpare;not, and ſhew my * Read 
Freple their Sins; and that which you' have heard inthe Wa. 53- 
Adel , declare on the Houſe+top ;, Which you accounted.17, © 


with * hainous Thing, f and the Fruits of is” hs 1401 "INN 
WM. unmeek Spirit f, ſaying, That 1: . — 1 
doit ald make the Spirit, by which 1 ſpoke, a fourth ee jndirely = 


long ) Prayers; tho' the Scriptures thing propounited, whoſe 
ay, If any thing be revealed to one that je gre op" of Sig * 
=: by, let the firſt hold his peace : Anett a 
ad Elijah and Baal's Prophets, and you may ſee r Zins 
dur ſelves as in a Figure, and an Example for 
peaking in time of Prayer, and how like, in effet, -.,- 
or crying is to theirs, which the Prophets wit: 
e e * meſſed 


3 [48] 
|  hieſſedd againſt; and how far different both you tl 
x &r- your Prayers are from Chriſt's Doctrine, ad th 
31 Saint's Practice, let his Light'ift your Conſeleng 
Aer, judge, and your 'Heathen-like much Speaking i 
23-14. your Prayers, witneſs againſt you; as alſo your 
5 eaking out into a confuſed Uproar, many ſpeaks 

ing together, to ſtop the declaring of Truth, an 

not rendring a moderate Reaſon of yout ſaying 
bi. . Contrary to the Apoſtle's Rule, Let your Modes 
2 Theg”. tion be known unto all Men; and Try all Things, al 
. hold faſt that which is good, Which ye refuſed to do; 
and being lifted up in your Knowledge, account 

it a needleſs thing to lay amongſt you the Foun 
dation of Repentance from dead Works, tho? you 

be even found therein, as the Light of Chriſt in al 

your Conſciences will witneſs ; which ſhews yol 

your ſecret Luft, Pride, and High-mindedneſs, C. 

vetouſneſs, Love, and Conformity to this World; 

as alſo; your reſpe& of Perſons; Anger and pes 
viſhneſs, with your falſe Accuſing, Deriding; fool 

i Laughter, Wantonneſs, and fo forth; which 
dead Works, and your ſaying, That yon haue 1 
power againſt them, is a greater Teſtimony of you 
Uubelief, and Diſowning of Chriſt, than all you 
Profeſſion of Faith in him, and Talking of his Ex. 
cellency in Words, can he for you; which Profe. 
ſion and fair Saying, is nothing but Hypocriſe 

_ Whilſt you dd not the Things you ſay; and the 

Hope you have in that Nature, is not Sure and 

Stedfaſt, but muſt be Cut off and Periſh, and you 
alſo, except you Repent: And this ſhall you wir 
neſs to be Truth, declared in Plainneſs, when the 
workers of Iniquity from Chriſt are forced to deparizhyl 
And ſhall be rewarded according to the Deeds doneiiing 

| Mat. 7, the Body, and thoſe only who have done the Full 

21, 22, ther's Will, enter into the Kingdom. A Warnity 
may this be to all that mention the Name of " 


| ; 


11 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, not any longer to deceive yo 
ſtlyes with a vain Hope, that purifies not; neithler 
let any deceive you with vain words, but believe 3% 52. 
in the Light of the Lord Jeſus, and fingly wait, 
that therein you may receive Power for Obedi- 
ence to the Faith, and put away the Evil of your 
Doings,” and the Abominations that are in your 
daft which ſnuts out your Prayers, that they 
paſs not through, / but you ask; and receive not, 
deſire to have, and have not (becauſe you a 
amiſs, to conſume it on the Luſt of your own 2% * 
Wills, which is not ſubjected in the Croſs) ang 
atho there do a Joy ariſe in ſome of your Af- 
fections, at the uttering forth of words that make 
mention of the thing you want, which Joy for a 
time you may feed on; yet anon it withers and 
fades away, and you are but where you were be⸗ 
fore, at a loſs in your ſelves; ſticking faſt in the 
Mire, and Clay, and Bondage, to the Corruption 
and Evil of your Hearts, and not believing in the 
Light, which opens the blind Eye, you know 
not where to find the Power which fhould flay 
the Enmity, and crucifie the Fleſh, with the Af- 
fections and Luſts, but are ſtruggling and ftriving 
Wy what you can do to enter, often-pleading your 
Aions before the Lord; and filling your Months 
vith Arguments to perſwade him to accept your 
Endeavours and Prayers, which are ſeen to be 
exated Labours, and a forced Work, performed 
youu the ſtrength! of the natural Underſtanding and 

MV idom, by which you know not God, nor his 
Mind , but have a Zeal not according to Know- 
ledge (from which ariſeth many deceitful work.. 
es, as Crying, and the like) in which yo call | 
or Fire from Heaven, not knowing of What Spins 
r ybbat ang gd 3: 


, : | 5 * 3 * 5 
* u : . 1 o 
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But the Lord who ſearcheth all Hearts, and 

knows your intents, hath ſhut out your Wisdom 

from knowing him or bis Way; and to touch of Il 

the Tree of Life you cannot! come, by all your Il f 

rcor.1- climbing, turning and ſtriving; the flaming Sword Mi t 

being {ct to keep its way, you: cannot paſs throygh or 

to feed on it, whilſt yon live in that Narure and I dt 

Wiſdom wherein Pride, Strife, and every Evil Work Wl * 

' Ger. , lodgeth; but before you have a Right to the Tree I *" 

24. of Life, muſt become Fools, and caſt down your Ill be 

Crowns at the Feetof Chriſt, who lighteth every 0 

ob. 1. 3. Man that comes into the World; and own his Wimes, I be 

WhO hath kindled a burning under your Glory, A 

and teſtifies of your Works that they be Evil; in Il © 

whoſe Light ſand "ou ſill, and you will ſee Con- Ml © 

demnation upon all your own:willing, and run, 00 

ning, and acting in your own Strength, as alſo I m. 

upon all your FHickeangs, and Self-righteonſneſs, Wl * 

which are both Abominatiqn to God, and a Pro- n 

feſſion of Faith, and talk of Chriſt and his King- I l 

dom to come, will not ſerve to cover you that are I 

found therein, and will not, that the Lamb ſhall I * 

reign over you in Spirit, chat kumbled himſelf ro Wl 

the Croſs, whoſe Appearance you cannot own, nor & 

the Glory thereof, which is not the Glory of this I ” 

World, nor of the Princes of this World, which ſhall 

come to nought; but ſtands in Righteouſneſs, Judg- 

ment, Purity, and in this Verla Suffering, and Re- 

proaches, Whipping, and Impriſonment in Dun- 

| geons and Holes ; to be numbred amongſt Tran 

| _ grefſors, buffeted, ſtoned, ſpit. upon, and accounted 

80 * d . by. ſack as * 
| _ #6. . Zotten the Scrieures (which teſtifies of him) 

| © 22,21, talk ef, and ver in all theſe Things the - Lomb 

nz, reigneth and hall reign, till all Rnle and Anthori- 

| 


4,25 ty be put under him; though I ſay his Appearance 90 
and Glory in this World can no more be * a 


*- 


”. 
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ty ſuch as Took for an outward Kingdom, Power 

ind Dominion, and in the mean time live in pride, 

faſhions and luſt of the World, than it could by 

the Jem, who looked for his Appearance in an 

omward Pomp, and for an ontward Reſtoration 

of their Kingdom, and when' he appeared did not 

know him, nor the Voices of their own Prophets, 

but fulfilled them in Crucifying him, who was not 4 13 

born by the Will of Man, nor appeared n 27. 

u o their Expectation and Thoughts of him; and 

% bor like your Thoughts and Expectations of his 

y, MW ppearance are vnto theirs, let his Light in your 

' Wl Conſciences judge, the which you may do well to 

n. Wl ike heed unto, until he be manifeſt, who brings 

na. WT to Light that which hath lain hid in Darknefs, and 

fo MW makes known the Counfels of the Heart. Then 

% vill you ceaſe from all outward Expectations of ß 
his eoming ; Loe here, and loe there, and know Zi. 17 

8. his Kingdom to be wirhin, and feel the Scepter of er. 

re it, which is Righteouſneſs, ſmiting at the Feet of 23, 45. 

all W that glorious Image, which in your Comprehenſi- fr 

ro ons is ſet up, but muſt be daffled in Pieces by the 

or Sone cut ont of the Mountain without Hands, 

his MW vhich is ſtumbled at, ſet at nought and rejected 

all of your Builders, As being the Light of the World; ö 

le- that ligbteth every one that comes into the World; 
hich Light declared, you acgount a low mean 

Thing, and a Fancy, or fomething that is inſuffi- 

cient to Salvation, without a further Light, But 

this. I ſay unto you, and teſtify in the Lord, that 

lis Height you cannot comprehend, who is far 

above all Powers of Darkneſs, and was froni the 

Beginning with God, by whom all things were made ;;y ss 

and do confift,, whoſe Name is called the Word of 

Ged, which is the Life and Zight of Men ſhining 

n Darkneſs (though thereby not comprehended ) 

vhich was teltified in due _ and became F Rik: 

FFF 
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- the Virtheofhis Blood ( which by yain Talkers'i 


Salvation, and the Power againſt Sin is placed; 


- 8A 
and dwelt amongſt the Saints, and they behelg 
his Glory, as of the only begotten. Son of God, 
and what they heard. and ſaw, they witneſſed 
forth, and we know that their Witneſs is true, who 
teſtified of him that he is the true Light that ligh. | 
teth every Man that cometh into the World, and 
there is not any, beſides him, that makes manifeſt 
tlie Deeds of Darkneſs, or can lead out therefrom: 
So all that expect, or hold out another Light than 
that which Tighteth every Man, and deny its Suf- 
ſiciency, are in the Fancy, exalted and , puffed up 
in their Knowledge and Wiſdom, with which they 
know not the Scriptures, nor the Power. of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Light of the World, 
ſufficient to lead out of Darkneſs, for he that fol- 
tows him, ſhall not abide therein, but have the 
Light of Life ; and here is the Stone which the 
Builders reject, made the head of the Corner, and 
is a precious ſure Fundation to all them that be- 
lieve and walk in his Light, who are Witneſſes of 
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made a Cloak for Sin ) waſhing and cleanſing from 
all Sin; and of his Fulneſs, who is able to ſave to 
the uttermoſt, have we received Power to become 
the Sons of God, in that Obedience and Rights 
ouſneſs which is perfect, where all that be ound 
are juſtified, which Righteouſneſs is revealed from 
Faith to Faith, in all them that believe in the 
Light which manifeſts and condemns Sin the in Feſt, 
with which Light, all you that ſtumble at it, are 
ſeen to come ſhort of the Righteouſneſs of God, 
which makes a Man Righteous, and are ſhut out 
of the Covenant of Grace, and Light, wherein 


yet left without excuſe, in that Light is come in- 
to the World, lighting every Man (and you fay 
you ſee) in which Light the Grace of God that 


£5377. 


ringeth Salvation hath appeared unto all Mens 7%. 3: 


md there is your Condemnation that abide in 
Darkneſs, that Light is come, and Grace hath ap- 
reared, "in Which Power againſt Sin is freely ten- 
dred, and yet Darkneſs rather loved, and lived 
in, becauſe of Evil Deeds, and the free Grace of 
God into Wantonneſs is turned, by all of you 


worldly Luſts (which the Saints are taught to 


deny.) Aud (you are the murmurers, complain- 


ers, and ſloarhfüil Servants; which fooliſhly would 
charge the” Faule upon 'Gbdz'! as though he did 
not draw er give Power" againſt Sin, when as 
he W penn (grit 11g a Witneſs tb the 
people, in "Whom all Power and Fulneſs dwells, 
and by his Spirit hath ſtriven with you ever 
ſnce you began to yield the Members of your 


Bodies Servants to Unrighteouſneſs; for which 


19, 20. 


Tits 2. | 


II, 12. 


| that live in the Ungodlineſs, and follow after the 


Tſa. 55, 


25 35 4. 


Act. * 
15. 


you have often been checked in fecret, and felt 
the Spirit moving to Purity, contrary to your - 
Wills; but how often ye haye reſiſted the Ho- 
ly Spirit, and quenched his Morions, let the Ligbt 


in your Conſtienees judge. Ve Stifnecked and Un- 
cireumciſed in Hearts and Ears - How will you 


be able to ſtand when the Lord ſhall viſit upon 
you the evil of your Dolngs, who have a Form 
of Godlinefs, but deny che Power which over- 
comes Sin? Ho deeply are yon fallen into the 


Enemy's/ Snare, who n his Power to keep 
you in Sin, ad? cannot ſee.f nor own the Spirit 


and Fower f God, chat Would lead yon our 
from it, thong! it be 4 Reprover of you? M 


Soul even laments your 


Spencer! bien fe 


whole Head Become ſick; and the while Heart 


ſaint ? How are you ſcattered! in 5 


_ At ip : f your: lnagina- . 27 
tlons, and driven from Mountains to Hills, /Which 
be dry und barren? How is your Beauty andt 


e 5 
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| Glory withered, and your Wiſe Men gone back. 


1 


ward, and their Knowledge become Fooliſhneſs, 


and their Language confounded? How do you 
reel to and fro, and ſtagger like a drunken Man! 


How are you groaping in the dark to; find him 


whom your Souls long after? How do your Eyes 
fail, whilſt your Expectations are without, look. 
ing for glorious Days, and a Power to come, 
but when you know not, but as you imagine and 
conceive, from the Promiſes written in Scripture? 
Which Imaginations and Conceiyings. blind the 


Eye (that ſhould apply che Promiſes to their right 


Object) and lead the Mind out ward into ground- 
leſs Hopes, which are mixed with Doubts and 


Uncertainties; and whilſt you follow ſuch blind 


Guides as your Imaginations and Conceivings, 


and 
which ariſe from the earthly Wisdom, which 


knows not the Things of God, you often fall 


into the Ditch, and are defiled by, the Pollutions 


Iſa. Th 
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of the World; and thus compailing your ſelves 
about, with the Sparks you haveo kindled, are 
forced to lie down in -Sorrow. +/+ 

And now a Word to all amongſt; yu who {i 
weeping. by the Rivers of Babylen, and have ho- 
neſt Deſires after God and his Righteouſneſs, 


whom my Bowels yearn: over, and ſound to- 
wards you, that you may not any longer be toſ- 
ſed with the Slights: of Men, nor feed on their 


airy. Notions, which give you not the leaft 
Strength againſt Sin, bur draws qut your Minds 
without, to look at Chriſt at a diſtance from you, 
and his Appearance in Power to come hereafer, 


though he be near unto every one of you, repro- 


| Rev. 3. 
20.“ 


1 


vin in the Gate or Door of your Hearts, where. 


as the Mind goes farth into Vanity, even, as faith 
the Righteouſneſa which is of Faith. The Word 
is near you in your Hearts, and in pur Mae 
eo bo N k q IN ins oh A the 


| 
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the Word of Faith which we Preach, .and this is 
the ſame Word which was from the Beginning, 
| wreached by the Apoſtles, and witneſſed to be 
living and abiding for ever, ingrafted and able to 
| fave the Soul; and this is it which diſcerns the 
Thoughts and Intents of your Hearts, and bears 
Witneſs againſt every vain Thought, idle Word, 
and froward ungodly Way, which your own Wills 
that ate not free, but bound to Vanity, chuſeth; 
therefore from your own” Wiſtam, Labvurs and 
Self. works (which be all Wicked) ceaſe; and 
ſtand fill in the Tight of that Engrafted Word, 
5 ng the Scriptures teſtify) Which is able to 
ave your Souls; ſo may your blind Eyes he 0- 
pened; and you brought into a true Senſe of your 
Conditions, to ſee how you have walked in un- 
leaſant Places; and that notwithſtanding all your 
nowledge and Profeſſion, all is not right in 
the inward, but Corruption ſtill lodgeth in the 
Heart. as a Partition-wall, ſeparating you from 
| God; and to do good of your ſelves have no 
Underſtanding nor Ability, but for ever might 
have periſhed in this State, if God, in his ever- 
laſting Love, had not given his Son a Light into 
the World, to manifeſt and lead out of this Dark- _ 
neſs.” So in the Light (which ſhews you Sin and = cor.2, 
inability in ſelf to come out of ic) , wait, and + 
you will feel in your ſelves the Sentente of Death 
and Condemnation upon the firſt Man, which is 
of the Earth, Earth Y 4 ma the Operation of 
God's Power, which is manifeſt in the Light, you 
will feet Defires begotten and moving in your 
Souls after Righteouſheſs, which Motion is the 
Fathets drawitig' in his Love that you may not 
Periſh; but come unto Chriſt which is the Light 
and Lift; and this is the Will of God, which be- cl. 33. 
gets by the Word of Truth both to will and to do, „.. 


7 | "Ry 
7} according 109% 
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according to his good Pleaſure: Therefore beware 


of continuing in Stiff-neckednęſs, leſt . you be 
found Fighters againſt God, and reſiſters of his 
Phil. 2. Will, as they are who periſh in their Sin; but 
„ while it is called to day, hear him that ſpeaks 
from Heaven, whoſe Voice ſhakes the Heavens 
and the Earth, who is the good Shepherd, and 
„ Falls unto. you that have gone aſtray; therefore 
feb 12 harden not your Hearts, but wait in Spirit to hear 


and know his Voice, who. teſtifies againſt all Sin, 
and calls after him out of the conformity ang love 
of this World, and whoſoever will be his:Ne/cipl 
lar. 10. muſt ſell all, deny themſelves, and take up bis Ef 
r. daily, and in Obedience follow him: This. is 
that which you yet want, and makes the diffe- 
rence between you and us, and is the. Ground 
of the Enmities ſtanding, and Sin prevailing o- 
ver you; therefore who amongſt you. is weary 
and heavy laden therewith, and would be his 
Diſciples, conſult not with, Fleſh and Blood, 
nor give way to that. Nature which ſtumbles at 
the Croſs, and ſeeks to fave its own Life in 
the Delights and Pleaſures of the Fleſh, and to 
keep in che Union, Loye and unpure Friend- 
ſhip of the World, which, is Eumity to God, and 
gan x. Whoſoevgr will be its Friend, is God's Enemy, 
*. . profeſs what you will, that love the World, the 
Jeb. 2. Love of the Father is not in you; therefore do 
hot love it, nor the Things that be in it, nei- 
ther fear any qutward Loſſes nor Sufferings that 
you ſhall meet with in your Separation from 
your former, Companions, nor the Frowns nor 
Oppoſitions of Men, for if you count any thing 
too dear to part with, that you may win Chriſt, 
vou are no worthy of him; but let ſelf (in 
Saanen. Which, "the inability to do good Jodgeth ) be 
ies. wholly denied by you, and take up the daily 
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ſections and Lust., and the Partition. Wall! 


which you profeſs in Words. 
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| Croſs to vour Will. and Tufts ; that war againſt 1 cor. i. 


Jau Souls, which Croſs. St the Power of: God in all *: 
E 


that ar ſaved, d, which -crucifies to. 15 l 
and Ne it up, and enduring, of it; bis 
come to witneſs the Fleſh crucified. wi 


Fra 
e and that which lets, taken, e out. the 2 
way, by the Lamb of God, in whom ache 
the Fulneſs both of Wiſdom and 9 
together with him ib freely given, to 211 185 
ask not amiſs, but Wait in Spirit to know him 
revealed, and his Life through Death made. ma- 
nifeſt, which, opens the Myſtery that hath, been 

| hid from Ages, Chriſt in you. the in flor 
* EOS 14 


22 ck . greater than he, that is, i 


Y and. Dominion V. ag 1 4. 
E. 10 | he” N Bean 8.5 8h00 this 1 5 1 5 
neſled and freely is i Tande ed unto er zin the 
| Light, Life and Power; in which waiting to eh 
of him who is meek and ow, in Heart, a | 
Holy Arm you will come to not: mortned 
that it cannot ſave, but : 0.6 out to take 
jou by the Hand, and lead you by a way that 
you have have not known, in which you will 
come to ſee the Wonders of the Lord, and the 
Works of his Hands brought forth out of Bon- 
dage to Corruption, and poſſeſs the Life of that 


* — — — 8 — 


Now being warned , take heed of bardning | 


| your Hearts againſt the Lord, by continuing in 


din, and reſting in the outward Knowledge of 
| theſe Things, from what you have read in Scrip- 
| tures, for that is not as you ought to know | 
them; which if you do, your Viſitation will paſs 
| over, and the Spirit of the Lord ceaſe ſtriving, gen. 3. 


112 N he Would od and gather you into» | 


Ms 


48. 3, the Gentiles will hear his Salvation, and er 
ſhall come from the Eaft, Wet, North and Soul 


_ 28, 
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| his Fold ; and then will the Things belonginl 


aid your ſelves ſhall be ſhut out, who will no 
hear. So he that hath an Far let him hear, ani 
come forth, for the time is now at hand; ant 
Tam clear of your Blood at that Day, who it 
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5 our Peace be hid from your Eyes, and yo 
ſha deſire.to ſee one of the Days of the 80 
of Man, and ſhall not ſee it; and though yo 1 
be not gathered, yet ſhall he be glorious ; 


I \ 


and fit down together in the Kingdom of Got 


come 'to your Souls have. ſent you a warning 
mejor Gi ing it to your Conſciences in the Sigi 
here 1 look to be made manifel 
ps . Book is opened; and till then, am wil 
ling to beat your ep oaches, and be account 


8 en or Weis ing e 1 OR. 


bs Sofas Fa ut 0 2 {44:5 
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| Fo ha to red and conſider theſe particu: 
lar Things following ( in the Fear and 
Wiſdom of Gad) and to do thereupon 


ols ; 
1 


what unto Law, J uſtice and Wa 
an appertain. L [1601 } 


'E who! are let fox ing 3 been for 
many Years' 75 a Boreas) Spirit,. and 
| well acquainted with Gfiefs (many of us) mT 
long lain under the Terror of | a; troubled; 
| 2 wounded Conſcience, by reaſan:of our Sins and 
Iniquities; and now being come to Peace and Re- 
| conciliation with God, through Chriſt; We are a- 
fraid to Sin againſt him, by doing any 
which (in om Conſcichces Y t are periivs 
to be diſpleaſing unto him} And therefore har 
ve ſuffered much ſpoil of our Goods, and cruet ana 
ard. "age upon UG fram * ol 
en, 
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(and by armed Men) without any Warrant, and 
_ contrary to all Law: And have been caſt into we 
Priſon; only becauſe we could not Swear : And al. 
others, for no other Cauſe, but for meeting (A cai 
Few) together in our own dwelling Houſes, and WW 5 
that when we hav not been in ;Numher above Wl Qi 
thres or four-Metr{ in all) and that without aty e 
Warrant: And ſince the King's Proclamation A 
_ <: which, forbids au ſuch Apprehenſions.) fer K 
we had the Oath of Allegiance tendred unto pr 
em, 3 and bes uſe, they; could not fivear at un 
all, e And others have been I ſw 
nt to Priſon, Vibanſe they Guld! not find Sure. in 
ties for their Good Behaviour, though they had ch 
done nothing at all, but only met three or four ch 
Neighbours together in their own dwelling Rook 2 
to Wait upon God: All which things, we hoped, Þ 
ſuduld not have been infflcted upon us, by thoſe, N of 
Who have lately been in Suffer ings themſelves, la 
and therefore might the better pity others, and 
not deal with us like that Evil Steward (men- ti 
tioned in the Scriptures) who though he had ſo b 
many Thouſand Talents forgiven him (by his t 
Lord) yet would not ( himfelf )- forgive his Fel- n 
| © 
d 
( 


tow Servant a ſmall Debt; but fell upon him and 
took him by the Throat, ſaying, J will have the 

5 Org Ferthing.'! Eſpecially conſidering the Fro. 1 
„ oo Ee a 


miſes and Declarations of the King, concerning 
Inis Indulgency to tender Conſciences, which we 
expected ſhould have been made good -unto us; 
ye doing nothing on our Part againſt him, or 
1s his Government; but always have made it our 
en greateſt Work and Buſineſs to live a ſober, godly 
be. and quiet Life under his Authority and Govern- 
i W ment, and ſhall ſo continue (God aſſiſting us) to 
me keep our Word and Promiſe, with him and all 
Men, however they break and deal with us; 
nd and our yea ſhall be yea, and our nay, nay, while 
to we have Breath; though we dare not Swear at 
nd all, becauſe Chriſt Jeſus, our Lord and Maſter hath 
A ſeid unto us, Swear not at all. And the Apoſtle 
nd WY James, who abode in the ſame Doctrine and Pra- 
de tice, ſaith, Above all things, my Brethren, ſwear not; 
neither by Heaven, nor by Earth, nor any other Oath. 
And the Apoſtle Paul, in his Epiſtles, both to the 
it BE Romans and Philipians, Quoting the Words of the 
o Prophet, Jſaiah the 45. where it is written, that 
at unto God, every Knee ſhall bow, and every Tongue ſhall 
n ſwear : I ſay the Apoſtle re ang the ſame Say- 
e. ing (in both the Epiſtles aforeſaid ) 

the Word [ Swear ] in them both, and puts in 


che Word L. Confeſs ] inſtead thereof, ſaying, E- 
1 very Knee ſhall bow, and every Tongue ſhall confeſs to 
„ Cod Signifying to us thereby, That the Practice 
© of Swearing (amongſt true Chriſtians ) is to be 
5, laid aſide in the Days of the Goſpel, 
(WF And further, becauſe we look upon Obedience 


to the King's Juſt Commands, to be a Duty incum- 
dent upon us, by Virtue of God's Precept; 
therefore we that Fear God, dare not but Ho- 
| Nour the King, becauſe the Lord __ it at 
| our Hands, aud woe unto us (from him) if we 
| do it not; but we ſee no reaſon, neither can we 
(with a good Conſcience Swear to the Obſer- 


5 V3 * Ha $S co S* 75 


he leaves out 
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 vance of this one Duty and Command of God * 
more then unto any other of God's Commands; Wh" 4 
eſpecially, when we conſider his abſolute Prob. Nou 
hition of all Swearing in the Days of the Gof. I. 
pel. And becauſe we could not Swear (at all) Nuker 
under the former Powers, we ſuffered both in out od 
Eſtates and Liberties; whereby it may appear, air 
that our refuſing to Swear, is not out of an * 
Prejudice either to the King or his Govern. IM. 
ment, but from an Obligation of Conſcience, be. We... 
cauſe we dare not Swear at all, for the Cauſes and on 
Reaſons aforcſaid. — „ 
Theſe Things duly conſidered ( in God's fear) 
we doubt not, but the Juſtneſs of our Cauſe will 
plead our Innocency before you. Therefore, con- 
ider, if all your Books will afford a Preſident 
of the like Caſe (that ours is) being truly ſta- 
ted? Or, doth any of your Hiſtories help yo! 
with a Relation of the like Aſſizes (which this 
preſent Year and Circuit affordeth) wherein you 
meet with ſo many Innocent Perfons in all your 
Gaols and Counties, whoſe Sufferings have been 
ſo long and great (and undeſerved) from 6 
many changeable Powers, and Governments, 23 
theſe hate Years have produced ? Oh examine 
thoroughly our Cauſe, and ſearch deep into our 
TPrinciples, and inquire impartially of our Accu- 
ſers, what Evil we have — (and what have 


been our Converſations:) that fo many Thov- 
ſands of Perſons ſhould be impriſoned together 
(at one Aﬀrze) can all your reading ſupply you, 
with Examples (in the like Caſe) in any Age, 
ſince England was a Nation? Therefore yon had 
need be Wiſe, O ye Judges ( and ſtand in God's 
Counſel) that the Right Mother of the Child 
may be diſcovered : For it hath been faid, That 
the Opinions of Judges are Infections (and _ 
IM: R 
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ny are ready to be Jed thereby) and your 
ſodgments are like to become Records, in this 
Caſe ? Oh how Cautious and Circumſpect ought 
you to be, in making of new Preſidents ; eſpe- 
. cially in a Caſe of ſo great Importance ; and 
herein ſo many Thouſands of Families are con- 
ut Werned, (and their Little Ones, which know not 
h Wiheir right Hand from their left.) For your Pro- 
J Weeedings and Examples are like to be obſerved, 
When your Perſons are departed and gone: E- 
ſpecially, if you leave an Example of Severity 
ad Rigour againſt us; we being on every hand 
(and from the worſt of Men) ready to be- 
one a Prey, and to be ſwallowed up, if the 
Nord our God did not reſtrain them: The ve- 
y Name of a Quaker being Crime enough (with 
any) to render a Man guilty of whatever may 
be charged againſt him: For ſo hath it come 
to paſs in the Years paſt ; that we have been 
Frey to every furious Hand, and envious 
Tongue; who have eſteemed themſelves well im- 


u oyed, if they were but Accuſing, or offering 
0 Violence to us: Such hath been our Portion, 


nd to this Day it is not abated, but rather in- 
 Fereaſed (by many Degrees) beyond what hath 
yet appeared, ſince we were a People: And all 
this for no other Reaſon, but becauſe we dare 
not violate our Conſciences, for our departing, 
from Iniquity, hath made us become a Prey: 
Yet notwithſtanding all this, herein was, and is, 
bur Rejoycing, both in our former and preſent 

" Pofferings, in the Teſtimony of a Good Conſci- 


N ace: In your indulging and cheriſhing of whieh, 
55 ou will both anſwer the end of Magiſtracy; 
14 ind manifeſt your ſingular Service, to the King 


and Kingdom: For in that ſtands the Safety 
us Weltare of both; becauſe if the Conſcience | 
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be violated and ſeared ,' O what erbel Injuſtice 
Murder and all matitier of Wiekedneſs will th 
Kingdom abound wien! And therefore, they tha 
now Perſecute us, and cauſe vs to ſuffer, becauk 
we cannot Sin againſt our Conſciences, will be 
found ( in the cool of the Day) to be the gres. 
teſt Etjemies to the King, when we ſhall be Juſti 
ſied, (therefrom) in the' Sight of God and al 
Good! Men ; and we ſhall appear to be Faithful 
and Loyal Subjects, When they ſhall be condemn. 
ned, who have not been a Terror to Evil Doers 

nor a Praiſe to them that do well. 


- doi therefore to Gods Wimeſ; in al your Conſe: 
ences we commit our Cauſe; and however you deal mit 
2w, yet (in it) ſhall we pray for them that Perſecut 
z, and do Good to them that deſpitefully uſe us; an 
remain true Friends to the King and his juſt Govert- 
ment, in 4 meek and quiet Spirit, which is to wi 
great Price: And we may not part with ity whatevr 
.". * to * done uno ss. 


inen in Absbury Gaol, 
in tbe Tear, 1661. 
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JOHN WHITEHEAD, 4 ſuffering Servant of . 
the Lord, unto the Sheep of his Paſture wiſh- 
eth Stability in Grace, increaſe of Faith, with 
all Spiritual Comforts and Bleſſings needful for 
your Strengthening and Preſervation in the 
Path of Lit, unto the end of the Race ſet be- 
fore you, that ye may obtain that which jour 
Soals long after, and not be beguiled of the 

Recompence of Reward, prepared For ou, that 
indure Faithful unto the end of Time. 


N STI was waiting on God to fulfil his Will, 
A I felt the Love of God ſpringing in me 
unto all Souls, and in Spirit beholding 

their Bondage to Corruption, as alſo in the Light; 
plainly ſeeing the manifold Trials that do attend 
the Camp of the Saints, and the beloved City, 
which they that dwell upon the Earth with the 
Inſtruments of Cruelty are compaſling about , 


| thinking to wear out the Saints of the moſt High, 


and ſcatter the Holy People, who have been made 
Inſtruments to reprove their Ungodly Deeds: 1 
ſay, having beheld theſe Things, and felt God's 
yearning Bowels to his Creatures, and his ever- 
laſting Love to the Houſe of Facob; I have there- 
in laboured fince I ſaw you Face to Face, with 
good Succeſs to ſtrengthen the Plants of God's 
Vineyard, that they may live and grow in that 
Ground where they have felt the Root of Life to 


nouriſh, and the Dew of Heaven to refreſh, and 


received divers Teſtimonies of God's Power in de- 
ood P 


+ .& _ 
| hvering, and of his Love in preſerving them ; 
that thereby they might be incouraged to hold 
falt their Confidence, and perſevere until the 
Righteouſneſs of God be revealed, to render Ti. 
* bulation to them chat trouble us, and to you tha 
are troubled Reſt with ns, in the Day that the 
Lord Jeſus ſhall take Vengeanee in Flames of 
Fire on them that know not God, and are diſo- 
bedient to his glorious Goſpel, which I have alſo 
laboured to Preach unto them that dwell upon the 
Earth: Teſtifying, that the Common Salvation of 
_ every Soul is Chriſt, the Light, which ſhineth in 
the Heart, and ſhews the Corruptions therein, 
that have imbondaged the Soul, that the Ligh 
may give unto it the Knowledge of rhe glorious 
God, and lead it into the Poſſeſſion of the Trea- 
ſure in the Earthen Veſſel, which ſo many are 
ſeeking without to find. And further, I have in 
the Light manifeſted the Confuſion of Babel 
Builders, and ſhewed the Whore in her Dreſs, and 
reproved the Abominations of the Times, Where. 
by Satan felt his Kingdom weakned, and hath 
ſtirred up Wrath againſt me, and by his Inftru- 
ments hath caſt me into Priſon in the Caſtle f 
Lincoln, where I am now ſhut up for the Teſti- 
mony of Jeſus; and becauſe I love his Lambs, 
and have hboured to inform Strangers in the 
right Way. J%7)%%%%ͤ ... 8 
And now, Dear Friends, what can I do more to 
eſtabliſh and confirm you in the Faith, than patient- 
ly ſuffer for the Lord and your Sakes, until he 
break their Bands aſunder. Be aſſured, that I am 
not ſtraitned in Spirit towards you, neither is the 
Word of God bound; but therein do I breathe un- 
to the God of all Power, that your Faith may 
not fail, but be daily increaſed, and in the Yr 


671 
of the Word, my Soul ſaith unto my Heavenly 
Father, (who is the Husbandman, and walketh in 
his Vineyard: (Water thy Plants every moment, 
and cauſe them to grow in thy Virtue, for with- 
out Inſtrument thou can'ſt reform thy Work: 
| Therefore, let the Light of thy Countenance ſhine 
upon them, that they may behold thy Preſence in 
their Aſſemblies: In their Watchings, let them 
feel thee near to deliver out of Temptation, and 
in their waiting upon thee, let thy Viſitations re- 
new their Strength, that they may walk together 
in thy Love, and truſt perfectly in thy Name. 0 
Lord, pour forth of thy Spirit, both in Sons and 
Daughters, that in the Leadings of it they may 
ſerve and worſhip thee, and be a Refreſhing and 
Comfort one to another. Let thy glorious Power 
be revealed in us, and ſtretch out thy Hand for 
our Help, for thou alone doſt know our Innocen- 
cy, and haſt pitied us in our Affliction: There- 
fore, we hope in thy Mercy, and commit our 
| {elves to thee ; for in the Day of thy Power we 
were made willing to ſtay on thee,and are gathered 
in thy Name for Reſu ge. 
And now, O Righteous Father, not only we 
whom thou: haſt: recovered out of the Apoſtacy, 
that have received the firſt Fruits of the Spirit, 
but the Creation which: thou haſt made, groans 
to be delivered from the Oppreſlion of Violence 
to and Bondage to Corruption. Therefore, let thy 
n- Bowels yearn towards thy ſuffering Seed, and thy 
he Mercy reach over all thy Works, and in Righte- 
am ouſneſs cut ſhort the Days of Jacob's Trouble, and 
he I reſtore all Things by thy Power, that all thine 
n- Enemies may dread thy Name, and ſee that thou 
ay know'ſt how to deliver them chat put their Truſt . 
ve in thee, that they alſo * to thy ren, an 
a ðͤ v oe dee.  Þ 


141 
and thy Kingdom come over all; for unto thee 
alone with thy Word and Spirit belongs, Glory, 
Majeſty, Worſhip, Dominion and Reverence for 
G e 

Thus, having poured out my Supplication un. 
to the Lord, who himſelf loveth you, in diſcharge 
of my Duty to him (as alſo to you) urito whom 
F owe my whole Life: I do exhort you all to 
wait upon the Lord in the Meaſure of Light 
which he hath given you, and look not out at 
Fhings which are ſeen, | leſt your Faith fail; nei- 
ther be diſcouraged becauſe you are ſenſible of 
your own Weakneſs, for ye are God's Inſtru. 
ments, by whom he will confound the Strong and 
Mighty; therefore, be not diſmay'd at the Ene. 
my's Rage, whether inward or outward; for tho 
he ſift you as Wheat, yet one Corn ſhall not be 
loſt, and though he tread over and cruſh ſome 
of your tender Plants with his Feet, yet ſhall the 
Life of your Root cauſe ſuch again to ſpring up 
Therefore, let not your Hearts be troubled, not 
fear thoſe Sufferings nor Hardſhips that the Enemy 
ſets before you, to cauſe you to ſtumble, or turn 
aſide out of the right Way, but look up unto the 
| God of all Mercy, by whom you do enjoy all 

Things thar you have, both pertaining to this Life 

and that which is to come; who hath delivered 

you out of the Jaws of the Devourer unto this 

Day, and doth not intend your Deſtruction, tho 
he ſuffer you to paſs through many great Tribu- 
_ lations for the Trial of your Faith, and Exerciſe of 
your Patience, that all of you may be fully made 
manifeſt, and ſuch approved as do love God more 
than all things under the Sun, and in their Hearts 
do perfectly cruſt in him, and ſeek not out any 

FF 


LET 
Spirit, but delight in his Love to do his Will, and 
do patiently wait to inherit the Promiſe; in the 


| Day of their Diſtreſs, flying unto his Name alone 
' for Refuge and Protection: I fay, ſuch ſhall ne- 


ver be put to Confuſion, nor rooted up, but grow 
and be nouriſhed as the Lillies of the Valley, 
and in bringing forth Fruits, be bleſſed for e- 
ver, : * 

But they that with their Hearts depart from the 
Living God, and bow down to an Image in- 
vented by Man, and truſt in the Arm of Fleſh, 
thinking by a corrupt Compliance with the World, 
and their own Care, Wiſdom and Prudence, to 
ſave themſelves, ſhall certainly find Deſtruction in 
their Goings : Therefore let fuch conſider, whe- 


ther they have an Arm like the Higheſt, or can 


deliver themſelves from the Sword in the Day 
of Battle, or from Death in the time of Plague, 
or from Hunger in the time of Famine; or whe- 
ther they can deliver their Corn from Blaſting | 
and Mildew, or the Fruits of the Ground from the 
Palmer-Worm and Caterpillar; and who 
deliver from Hail-ſtones, ſhafts of Lightnings, Mur- 

rain, conſuming Rot, and other Inſtruments of 
Deſtruction which are at God's Appointment, and 
who can deliver their Houſe and Fields, their 
Basket and Store from God's Curſe, if Rebelli- 
ouſly or Treacherouſly they depart from him? 
Or thinkeſt thou, O vain Man, thereby to make 
thy Off-ſpring Bleſſed, or lay up Treaſure for 
thy Children? Shall it not be a Snare unto 
them, until the Moth conſume it? Wherefore 
| ſay, moſt Bleſſed is the Man whoſe Help is in 


the Name of the Lord, and that puts his Con- 
ſdence in God, who caſteth down and raiſeth 


up, killeth and maketh alive, as pleaſeth him; on 
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whom all Creatures do wait, and he gives Nay 


riſhment to every Thing that hath Life, whe. 


ther Vegetable or Animal: O then! Fear na 


little Flock, but caſt your Care - 4, him, and 
5 | t Heart, and 
love him above all Things; in every Thing 
watching that your Conſciences may be kei 
clear, void of Offence, and nothing ſpoken na 
acted againſt the Light of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt iſ 


walk before him with a perfe 


So in him you ſhall have Peace, though in the 


World ye have Trouble; yet ſhall your latte: 


A 
And, Dear Friends, meet often together in th: 
Name of the Lord, as he requireth, notwith- 
ſtanding the Contradiction of Sinners, and the 
Laws of Mortal Men; ſo ſhall you feel the pur: 
Preſence of God in the midſt of you, and in 
the Day of your Adverſity he will be you 
hiding- place, and not leave you deſtitute of Help 
in time of Affliction: Therefore, diligently wait 
on God in all your Meetings, that you all ma 
inherit the Promiſe of the Father which the 


End be bleſſed, and your Offspring inherit you 


World cannot receive, even the Holy Spirit, 


that in it you may worſhip God, and exhon, 
Comfort, and pray for one another, and for you: 
Enemies, not quenching the Spirit; and beware 
of bringing forth any Thing, or running into 2. 
ny Thing, but as you are led by the Spirit and 
J.... 
And if any have erred from the Truth, let then 
return, and patiently wait on God for Mercy and 
Forgiveneſs, who pities the Wandrings of hi 
Sheep, and in dear Compaſſion ſeeks after tha 
which is loſt, tho' Ninety and Nine be left alon: 
in the Wilderneſs, Therefore, as he is wt 
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| bold faſt the Myſtery of Faith, without way 
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dear Children, be ye merciful, and ready to For- 
give one another, and your Enemies, as God, for 


Chriſt's fake, hath forgiven you muck ; and have 


perfect Love and Peace amongſt your ſelves, and 
in no wife Jarr one with another, kſt you be 


guilty of weakning one another, and fo drive the 


falt out of the Way; but in ail Lowlineſs of Mind, 
and Tendernefs of Heart, condeſcend one to ano- 
ther in the Truth, that you may not grieve one 


another; and judge that Eye which is more apt 


to look at another's Weakneſs, than its own ; 
and that Mind which hath a delight to ſpread it 
| abroad, for it is in Tranſgreſſion of the Royal 
| Law, leſt thou be judged of God, and the Mea- 
| ſure thou haſt given to others, be meaſured to 


thee again. 885 5 5 

And ye whom God doth anoint with the Oyl 
of Gladneſs, take heed of being exalted above your 
Fellows, which is the Head's place: And beware 


of doing any thing, whereby they that are in Hea- 


vineſs (with the Mothers, which yet Travel to 
bring forth, who dwell in their Houſe of Mourn- 
ing) may be grieved, for God accepteth them : 
Therefore let your Melody unto the Lord, Who 


ſeeth in Secret, be chiefly in Heart; and ſloop 


low, that you may Mourn with them that Mourn ; 
and, if need be, enter into Heavineſs with them 
that are in Heavineſs, So in the pure Love and 
Sympathy, one with another, you may Edify one 
another, and be comforred of God together, groõw- 
ing unto a Habitation of his Delight, who by his 

Spirit hath ſignified, how pleaſant it is for Brethren 
to dwell together in Unity, 85 
And, dear Lambs, none of you be diſcouraged, 
becauſe of my Bonds, but in a pure Conſcience 
erin * 


F 4 


ee eee NS — — — —— 


C72] 
for tho* the Devil ſhould caſt many of God's Ser. 
vants into Priſon, yet the Victory is ſure to the 
Lamb's Followers, who, thro' his precious Blood, 
and the Word of their Teſtimony, ſhall come 
through the Tribulation of theſe Days, which 
ſhall have an end; when it is manifeſt, that we 
as naturally ſerve God, as Fob did, and not for 
any ſelf-end, but are as willing to be ſtript of all, 
and imbrace Affliction for his Name's fake, as to 
be compaſſed about with Bleſſings; and in the 
mean time the Suffexings of God's Lambs, whe- 

ther Impriſonment, Spoiling of their Goods, or 
Baniſhment, are not only for the Purifying and 
making them White, but alſo for a Trial, and to 


leave all without Excuſe, that make mention of 


the Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whom he will 
judge in Righteouſneſs, according to their Works, 
in the Day of Separation, when the Sheep ſhall 
ftand on the right hand, and the Goats on the 
left; then to them on his right hand, who have 
been as Sheep given up to the Slaughter, he wil 
ſay, Come, ye Bleſſed of my Father, inberit the King- 
dom prepared for you, from the Foundation of the World, 
for I was naked, and ye cloathed me ; I was a Stran- 
ger, and ye took me in; hungry, and ye Tru me; thirſh, 
and ye gave me drink; ſick and in priſon, and ye mi- 
niſtred unto me; for, inaſmuch as ye did it to one 
| theſe that believe in me, ye did it unto me: But to 
them on his left hand, the Lord will ſay, Go, 3e 
| Curſed, into everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil 
and bis Angels; for I was naked, and ye cloathed me 
not; à Stranger, and ye took me not in; bungry, and 
ye fed me not; thirſty, and ye gave me no drink; 
ſick and in priſon, and ye viſited me not: But inaſmuch 
zs their Eyes are Without, and they will not fcc 
him afflicted in his People, they will fay, 75 
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ſau we thee naked, or a Stranger, or bungry, or thir« 


fy, or Sick, or in Priſon, and did not miniſter unto thee ? 
Then ſhall our Lord and King fay, Inaſmuch as ye 
did it not unto the leaſt of theſe that believe in me, ye 
lid it not unto me: And the Righteous ſhall enter 


into Everlaſting Life; but the wicked into Ever- 
laſting Puniſhment, Mb 


J. V. 
The firſt Copy of this was writ in the Caſtle of 


| Lincoln, the 22d day of the ↄth Month, 166. 
Let it be carefully copied over, and ſent to be read in 


the Meetings of Friends, amongſt vom I bave 
laboured, while it was Day, having Peace (in 
this Hour of the World's Darkneſs ) in which 1 
_ reſt, with all the Brethren and Friends that be 
Faithful. Cas Tons . 
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THOMAS E. 


Dear Thomas, 8 5 
HY doth my Soul Lament, becauſe of thy 
Loſs? For thou waſt once near the King- 
dom of God, and didſt feel his Witneſs riſing in 
thy Heart, by which thy Eye was opened to ſee 
the Evil; and through a meaſure of God's Love 
and Power, thou waſt turned from the Evil, and 
the Life of Jeſus began to ſpring in thee, to 
have ſanctify d thee, and fitted thee for thy Ma- 
lers Uſe: But, O! how hath the Devil lain in 


. 1744 
wait to betray? And through his Subtilty, an, 
thy unſubdued Inclinations, drawn thee forth int 
the Viſibles and Vanities of the World, till þ 
hath almoſt” blinded thy Eye, cooled thy Lo, 
and extinguiſhed thy Zeal to that which is Good? 
O! how haſt thou careleſly let him in, and entreq 
into his Temptations, till thou art almoſt over. 
ſhadowed by Death, and taken Captive at hi 
Will? Wherefore, when I behold thee in Spiri, all 
my Soul pities thee, becauſe of the approachine MW for 
Calamity, which God in righteous Judgment, vil th; 
certainly bring upon thee, unleſs thou ſpeedih MW w 
Repent, and return unto God, to love him with ch. 
thy whole Heart, and walk in his Light, whill W m. 
in any meaſure it is with thee ; for elſe will th: nc 
girdings of the Night overtake thee, wherein thou MW th 
| ſhalt ſtumble and fall, and riſe no more. There. a! 
fore be awakened, for this is a Viſitation from th: V 
Lord to thee, whoſe yearning Bowels of Mercy! ty 
feel towards thee : And ſurely it is not his need MW © 
of thee, but thy need of his Salvation, that makes 
him to pity thee as a loſt Sheep, and moves in I. 
my Heart to ſeck after thee. Therefore take heel MW 
of ſlighting the Riches of his Goodnels, leſt thro 
a hard and impenitent Heart, thou treaſureſt up 
Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath, and be ſwept 
away among the Wicked; for ſurely God is Jul, 
and will certainly viſit the Hypocriſy, Backſliding Mn 
and Wickedneſs of this Generation: Therefore 
have not any Fellowſhip with them in any un— 
fruitful Work of Darkneſs, neither ſeparate thou 
thy ſelf from God's Innocent (tho deſpiſed) 
People, that do walk in the Truth, leſt thou be 
guilty of ſtrengthning the hands of Evil-doers, by 
giving them ground to hope, that we will all do | 
the like; for then will thy Portion be fad, wa 
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this World, with What is therein, paſſeth away, 
and the Pleaſure of Sin comes to an end: O! 
then look up to God for Strength and Power, to 
tand in his Will, tho” it be croſs to thy own ; 
for now is the acceptable Time, and a Day of 
Mercy, wherein thou may'ſt be healed: For I 
am a Wirneſs for God, that he calls thee to re- 
turn, and in Love will receive thee, and blor out 
all thy Tranſgreſſions for his Name's ſake : There- 
fore be not of a rebellious Spirit, neither ſay in 
thy Heart, Why ſhould I become a Fool to the 
World? And bow down to the moſt High, leſt 
thou turn his Love into Fury. And if the Ene- 
my would ſhut up thy way, by telling thee, That 
now it is too late, and thou ſhalt not be accepted, 
then lend not an Ear to him, for I teſtify, he is 
aLyar ; who am of God moved to tell thee, He 
would not have thee to Periſh, but rather to re- 
turn and come to Life, wherein my Heart longs 
to imbrace thee, who am 


| Lincoln-Caſtle, the 3d Thy Souls True Friend, 
Day of the 1oth . 
Month, 1661. John Whitehead. 


* 


1 0 
ROBERT 2. 

Dear Robert, . Ee 

Ho doth my Soul long after thy Eternal 


1 Welfare! And therefore is my Heart the 


more ſaddened, when I behold thy State and = 


3 [ 76] 2 
Condition, for it is exceeding Dangerous; and 
the more Dangerous, becauſe thou art rather in. 
clined to be High- minded, than Fear. And ſure 
Jam, the Enemy of thy Soul hath wrought, and 

| doth ſubtilly work, to cauſe thy Heart to depan 
from the living God, who is Light; and alſo tg 
cauſe thee to truſt in uncertain Riches, together 
with thy own Strength of Wiſdom and Prudence, 
which are all Vanity, and cannot help thee in 
time of Need: Therefore thou ſhould"ſt take 
heed, and Watch and Wait in the Holy Fear of 

| God, by whom thou enjoyeſt all that thou haſt, 
and who can at his Pleaſure ſtrip thee of all, if 
thou walk'ſ not anſwerable to his Mercies, but 
do'ſt in Heart wax ſtout againſt him; for all thy 

Wiſdom and Prudence cannot keep God's Curſe \ 

from thy Basket and Store, if for Rebellion or 
Diſobedience he ſend that ro Deſtroy. Therefore 
I fay, thou ſhould'ſt wait upon him in Fear, that 
thou may'ſt receive Strength to reſiſt the Tempter; 
and take heed of letting thy Heart and Mind run 
into the Creatures, leſt it wax groſs, and thy Ears 

become fo dull, that thou canſt not hear the 
_ Shepherds Voice: For ſo thou. may'ſt loſe the 

_ Footſteps of his Innocent Flock, and wander till 

thou become Meat for the Devourer. O! there- 

fore incline thine Ear to God's pure Witneſs, and 
reject not the pure Admonition of the Lord, but 
hearken diligently to the Call of his Spirit; for 
ſure it is thy need of his Mercy and Love, and 
not his need of thee, that doth move him to pi- 
ty thee, and by my hand fend thee this Viſitati- 
on, that thou may'ſt remember his Kindneſs in 
the Days that are paſt ; and how he called thee 
do be of the Firſt-Fruits unto him in that place, 

and did give thee to underſtand many me 0 
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3 2 longing to thy Peace. Therefore conſider, that 
her in. i thou (now in the time of Jacob's Trouble) 
1d fure WM {of forfake the Aſſemblies of God's innocent 
t, and people, or doſt conform to the World (which 
depan Ml doch fally accuſe and perſecute them) then 
alſo to Wl thou doſt both evilly requite the Lord for his 
gether Wl Mercy to thee, and will alſo ſtrengthen the 
dence, WM hands of his Enemies, who wait, in hope that 
all will turn to them, rather than Suffer; 
t take WM which if thou doſt ſo, Then will the Lord 
Fear of Wi bc provoked againſt thee, and thou canſt not 
u hal, tand in Judgment with him, nor bear the 
all, if weight of his Anger. Bear my plain dealing 


es, but Wi herein, for my Conſcience is clear in the ſight 

all thy of God cowards thee ; and he knows that the 
s Curſe befre of my Soul is for the eternal Good, 
lion or Wl both of thee and thine ; who am a dear lover 


erefore Wl of your Souls, and ſuffers for my Travel, to 
ir, that I frengthen my Brethren, and becauſe I love and 
:mpter; feek after the ſcattered Sheep. e 
ind run e i EEE 1918571 
hy Eat {Lone lag Ha os Foln Whitehead; 
ear the WH Yritten in the Caſtle of Lin- r 
ole the WW coln, the 81h Day of tbe 
der till 10th Month, 1661. 
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| 17 21 te 
| Ty ut 908 1 and ene Brio 
both in 1 = e but mom 
' particalarh, thoſe in the Counties of Notth, 
pton, Buckingham, Bed ford, Lan 
5¹ Ea and Ar At) reds 1 
1 Dt: 1 


. Bretbres, and Fellw-fofferrs,. © al bac 1 
Rom the pure Fountain of Life, a living Strean 
runs towards you all, of that Love Which 
m be better felt in your tender Hearts, than 
Cu by me be expreſſed unto you, for whom my 
Soul is truly Solicirous, unto the living God and 
'of all. Mercy, who hath never leſt us in 
all sour Trials, that you may in your Suffering 
be comforted with the glorious Light of his 
8 „and have your Souls refreſhed with 
ring s of his Life, and your Hearts 

filled with Wilo from above, that in it you 
may ſtand before Rulers and Governours and 
feel over all their Snares; and in the Innocency 
and Simplicity of that Glorious Cauſe, wherein 
we ſuffer, ſtand clear and pure to the Glory and 
Praiſe of God, who hath called us into his mar- 
| vellous Light, that in ir we may walk with hin 

&+ the Teſtimony he hath gi. 
ven, and doth give us, for which my Soul fü 
in the Spirit, Let not any thing be Dear unto us, 
Whether Life, Liberty, or deareſt Relations; 
then will our God gird us with Strength, and 
through the Blood of the Lamb we ſhall over- 


come, and polkſs the Crown E: Life, prepare ot 
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o chat Everlaſting Kingdom, which is not of 
world, to which we are born Heirs, who 
eos che incorruptible Seed, and have not made 


y corruptible Thing the Price of our Call- 
z 80 my dear Brethren and Fellow-Servants, 
ch in Bonds and at Liberty, feeling that your 
arts and Minds are as mine, given up unto 
d to falgl his Will. 1 am refreſhed, in you, 
nd do Salute you every one in the Love of our 
xd, as if I did name you one by one; for 

hen it was in my Heart to write to ſome of 
you in particular, I was prevented by a feeling 

1a freſh.Stream of Love to them all, as one 

ody, unit together in the Fellowfhip of the 
irt of God, in the Comfort of which I lie 
lown with you all, who am 


A 1005 if John Whitchead. ” 


ts WY 1 fhall-be glad to hear from any of you, as ye 
'0u are moved, and have opportunity, being Pri- 
wa foncr'for the Trutd's fake, in rhe Galtte of 
cy BY Lincoln, this 17th Day of the xoth Month, 
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Dear Friends, . by 


[I Oth in Bonds and out of Bonds, I atm in! 
' Senſe of all your Trials, and my very Heat 


doth; Simpathize with you: And the Seed which 


ou know is but one in us all, bears a part wit 


Fg 8 10 


8 
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you: By WP perſwaded, that the Lord is wit - 


Faithful time 
Hearts, look not out, fo as to be diſcouraged, tho 
bother Profeſſors fall on your right Hand, and on 

your left, but rather rejoyce in the Lord, who 
doth uphold you by his Power, and make yout 
ſand ; for are not you only of that great People 
whom God hath choſen to be his Witneſſes; tha 
In you he may ſhew forth his Power, Patience and 
Long - ſuffering, unto a Generation of Evil Docs 
Therefore, ſtand in his Will, for he numbers the 
Days of your Trouble, and will work Deliverand 
r you in his Appointed Time; after your * 


3 4 1 9 7 0s that I alfo may be Comforted in you 
15 


you, and will not leave you Comfortleſs in you 


ding in this time of Trial. O my dex 


. 


[ 
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STEW 
nd patie 


nce is fully tried, your Innoceney ſhall 
appear. 80, dear Lambs, wait for Os Gounſe of 
God to guide you, that you may be wt as Ser- 
; and Harmleſs as Doves; in perf ect Love} 
— one anothers Burthens, that 755 may be 
comforted in one another : And give no Offence 
o chem that are without; but, according to your 
ability, do good to them that hate you, and diſ- 
pitefully uſe you: 80 will the Lord look upon 
your Affliction, and. in Righteouſneſs plead your = 
Cauſe by his Witneſs in all [Conſeiences. In es 
der Love to you all, be N 


RP 
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Lo be) ſendeth AYE Lives. p 


„ inthe Caſtle ef Lincoln (with 
be Salatation 


"i Friends,” 


A LL Ne in the Spirit . your I may : 
be kept. ſpiritual and ſtaid on the Lord: For 
obe N minded is LEON and if apy of . ; 
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Doubts, and laviſh Feats: *Kalt the iro en 
ter, and draw your Minds back into the Things 
that are earthly, ſenſdal, and p pesäfp with de ß 


and. ſo, D uſe you 90 d0 cr fe Follow 
. 00 tas preſent Wot I there- 

e Power — endleſs Riches of the 

Woll db u ie, through Faith, in which Power 
1 you may be kept in the midſt of all your 
a, and armed with Courage and Patience, 
Fear of what Man can 
do unto you. So bleſſed are you that watch, and 


vil) 20 br k xy hy d Power of: God; land bit 
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ms hold at. ye have received, a =O 
19 fe, G 2 who nad Virtue, that ye it #00 

" yely and dn Ailigent in your Meeting 
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un for renewing of Strength, ſo much the 
i WY note; as the Day of Trials approach; that you 
bt who for a time have flouriſhed in Profeſſion, do 
1 fal at vou⁰᷑r Right Hand, and at your left. 80 
ie 

Ie 

At 

ay 


full / you be Iaſtruments of -Praiſes unto 
Cadifog Wer: tit fo Dit G = ii Hf, 
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© | on du th Non Saas and 
 AKEN' FONENION, OL hi Dwellipg, WRICN was 
gebar ſwepr- and Saanen | What 5 thy Birth- 
ht 10 litt worth in thy Eye, Wat thou wilt 
wholly part with it for @.Meſ$ of phttage, that can 
adly ſatisfy thy Fleſh 7 Wilt thou wholly give 
iy ſelf up to the Deſtroyer, and drink yp Iniqui- 
l a the Horſe drinks Water? Ah'woe is me for 
e becauſe thou refaſeſt''ro return, and haſt 
lighted divers tenders of the Lord's Merey unto | 
bee! O wilt thou provoke the Lord to Jealouſy ? 
ut thou ſtronger tian he? And eanſt thou bear 
be Weight of his Indignation, when he will make 
Nuiſition for the Talent that he gave thee to im- 
tore ? Shall not thy Potion then be with Hy- 
rites, where thefe is: weeping end gnaſbing “ 


84 1 
Teeth? Or what wilt thou anſwer in that Day 2 By 
ſurely the Lord ſeeth how thou turneſt thy Ear fr 
his Call. and in a vain light Mind feels to gety 
ver his Righteous Witneſs in thee, for which Va. 
geance will purſue and overtake thee, except thy 
ipeedily Repent, and turn to God with thy wha 
Heart, which is the Deſire of my Soul z " 
thou may'ſt have a hiding Place in the Day of i 
Lord's Judgment. And therefore doth my Spi 
ſay, O that there were fuch a Heart in theey 
conlider the Lord's Mercy, and how thou haſt 
quited it, and what will be the End thereof 1 
thou mind not ſpeedily that which belongs um 
1 Peace, it will be for ever _ from thy Eyes 
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read in their Meetings and Priſons f 
the further 1 and building 
in that which i is Hol 5. * 80 


Dear Brethren, 1 


1*0 the Seed Immortal and Mops e in i 
1 deareſt Life and Love of God, I ſalute the wht 
Flock of God every where, with which 1 am un 
ted in the Life of Chriſt ; who after he had ſuſſa 
cd for us, roſe. by the Power of God, andi 
dqJaaaſcended far above all: Principalities and Powa 
that he might fill all Things; as we know who c 


2 witneſs that his Preſence hath been wirh us 1 | 


CPE - 
ay of our Trials, to deliver us, or give-ſtrength 
bear what Man can do unto us. O the Riches 

his Glory, and the Depth of his Counſel is 


oucheth the Mountains, and they ſmoke; and 
noreth the Hills with his Hand; at the turning 
his Countenance the Foundations of the Earth 
ake, and are out of Courſe. He walketh upon 
ee sea; his Hand moveth in the Deep, and 
zuſeth the Waters thereof to daſh one againſt ano- 
her: He hath cayſed his Light to ſhine out of 
Obſcurity, and put his Fear in our Hearts, that 
we may underſtand his Goings. He hath ſhed 
broad his Love to draw us after him, and cover- 
| us with the Shadow of his Wings, that our 5 
carts may perfectly truſt in him. He hath open- 
&d the Fountain of Life, that the Poor of the 
ock may drink, and the feeble-Knees -be made 
rong. From the fiery Darts of the Devil He de- 
ends us, and turns the Wickedneſs of the Wicked 
ack upon them: If he withdraw his Hand, we 
aint; but for his Mercies ſake he will lift up the 
ad of his Anointed on the Wings of the Morn- 
ng. He haſteth to plead the Cauſe of the Af. 
licted, and confound thoſe that would harm his 
Prophets; but the Wicked have ſhut their Eyes, 
Ind ſee not his Goings; that their Hearts may 


et us wait upon him, and give Glory to his Name 
n the midſt of the Fire, for his Mercy indures for 
ver. O that Men would fear him, that they 
nay feel his Mercy indures for ever. Becauſe we 
ow him, let us rely upon him; for yaip is 
=" Craft; and they that lie in wait for Blood, 
y fall by their own Snares. Therefore, O Sim, 


mmeaſurable and beyond all Expreſſion-! For he 


e hardned againſt the Day of Recompence : But 


ic Help of Man. He taketh the Wiſe in their 


_ thy Cloathing ; ; thou being beloved of One, and 
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who in the Light knowelt thy Maker, thy Hyf. 
band, when it is Night lie between His Breſt 
and in the Day walk with him, that the Dauyh. 
rers may know thou dependeſt by pon him, and ſte 
that he is the Staff of thy Hand 15 ſhall his $. 
crets remain with thee, and his Bleſſing in thy 
Heritage. Let thy Children hang upon thy Brel 
and not let go thy Skirts, but indure the Ohaſti 
ment of a Father, that they all may live and he 
nouriſhed with Good; for the Pit and a Snare 
in the way of them that leave thee, and Dark 
neſs ſhall cover them. + After other Lovers hoy 
ſhalt not go, for the Lord hath betrothed' thee in 
Righteouſneſs; To ſhall Strength and Honour be 


truly loveſt One : Lie in that only One, whoi 
the Beginning and End, the Eternal Father in the 
Son, with the Spirit, deligh ghring in the midlt d 

thee, ro whom o Kg an Kingdom, Glory, Ho. 
nour and Worſhip, Jeſty and Dominion on 
all for ever.. 

O thou infinite inbobprchehöble Being 1 Let te 
Spirit, the Water, and the Blood, which thou bal 
appointed to bear Witneſs on Earth, plentifully be 
poured forth, that the Nations may be ſprinkled 
from an Evil Conſcience, - and they Which hare 
mourned by the Rivets of Babylon, may drink of 
the Mater of Life; and with thy Spirit, lead the 
People from far unto thy Holy Hin that therein 
they: may retain the Adoption of Children, and 
cauſe 'the Sons of Men 6 dwell rogether in thy 

Love, who art the Gd orf the Pc all Fleſh 
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A Suu 


A Small 


TREATISE, 


WHEREIN 


| briefly declared ſome of thoſe 


Things which I have heard, and 
ſeen, and learn d of the Father. 


With a Teſtimony againſt ſuch as do 

or ſhall Invent Forms of Doctrine or Wor- 
ſhip, and by outward Force compel People | 
thereto. 


Here is alſo the Calling and Work of that 
Miniſtry which is owned by the People of God, 
_ calFd Quakers, 1 in ſhort n of. 


0 And a true Character given of cheir 1 of 
wherein 


bal Spirit, Manner of Life, and Worſhip ; 
be is briefly hinted, what 8 hath done, and will 
i do for them. 


—_—_—______. 


7. —— 


ein 

among ſt them; and for a Teſtimony againſt ſuch as 
4 have erred, or ſhall Err, from the br Seri and Life, 
N vberein God doth ſeek People to —.— . 
HE _» John Whitehead. Es 


Ld, Prite ap Sola by 7:5 Sp 17 P 
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a Nen * the Sapa of ſuch @ as 7 to ew? 2 Kg 
them, and the Things that are moſt ſurely believed OY 
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KE TISB. 


WHE REIN 


þ briefly declared ſome of thoſe rea which L 
have heard, and Is and XA dof 0 
Fath er, Ge. 195 13 1 


Fter God, in the Riches of his 3 and 


the 4 . Oppreſſion TO Perſecution, Deceit, 
porriſy, and other grievous Abominations, wrought 
by "he Rulers and 1 eople of England; he ſuffered 


was ſhed 3 and with a great Shaking he overturn d 
Foundations, and at his Rebuke they were out of 


ple could find no Shelter; 
removed out of their place, and the little Hills 
lift up themſelves, byt were not fixed; the green 
Trees alſo became dry and withered, ſo that ma- 
ly were aſhamed of the Oaks they "bad defired, 
ad wandered from Mauntain to Hill, and walk 
ed amongſt the Groves of Man's planting, ſeek- 


Patience, days without number, had born 


the Sword to go through it, by Wich much Blood 


Courſe, and Man's Build 1 waſte, that Peo- 5 | 
the Mountains were 


0g a reſting Place; but could neither find Paſture . 
for their Souls, nor Water anſwerable to their 


Mark nor the Shadow of the Rock wherein to 
reſt lafe: and be ſatisfied, Then did God remem- 


a the e Elkate of bis keople, and are 


[96] 


the wanderings of his Flock, 
A to the Devourer, 
Snares, becauſe none — 
former Biſhops, Overſeers and Teachers, left then 
partly becauſe their great Revenues and Hire was 
taken away; and partly becauſe they were dif. 
countenanced hy great Nen: And many 
als, which aroſe in their ſtead, ae 
llt, and fought not che Tolaf nice le 
his Flock, to bring again tha Which was oo 
away, nor bind up that which was bruiſed, nor 
ſtrengthen that which was diſeaſed ; but like Sink 
and "Thorns they tore the Wool from of 
and like us Wolves they devoured t 8 
and inſtead of carrying the Lambs in their Anm, 
and gently leading thoſe that were travellin wi 
Young, they fought how with Force and Cruetiy 
they might rule over them; for which the Lord 
was againſt them, and brought Night upon them, 
that Geir Viſion ceaſed, and in the Dark ark be kt 
"After theſe Things, God, who had Compaſt 
After s, God, who 
1 on his People, did cauſe. the Branch & again | 
bee Iſa. let ring forth of the Root of David, which wa 
act. 6 led wich Vertue, for the Covenant of Life aul 
„peace was in him, and he ſpread and ſhot ford 
many Branches, which did partake of the Fatnel 
_ of the Root, and the wean came to reſt under 
His Branches 3 in him alſo was the Word of Re 
_ . Conciliat nich turned the Hearts of the Fa- 
chers to the Children, and the Diſobedignt to tt 
Wiſdom of ine juſt. 
And in che Vear 1652. I being a Branch ofihi 
Tree, the Life of its Root cauſtd me to Bloſſon 
and bring forth Fruit, for the Spirit of the Lon 
game upon me; and by it I was anoigted for th 


Wy 'ork of the: Miniſtry, and ſent e ar” 


who were become: 


” BY ' 27. 


Tom, > 5 

v preach Repentance, and teſtify that the Kings 
aon of Cod was at hand: And the Power of the 
Aebeſt was with me, leading me forth, and bring- 
jj me in, and delivering me from the workings 
of $atany' Who as the Myſtery of Godlineſs open - 
6, did ſubtilly lie in walt to deceive :* But the 
andiiting which I had received, taught me to 
know his Devices, and ſtrengthened me to ſtand 
fl in the hour of Temptation ; aud waiting up- 
on God In the Spirit of Truth, I have received 
Counſel, and obtained help of him out of Temp- 
tation unto this Day; and through the Spirit I 
ge in unity and favour with God, and his Secrets 
fete with me; for the Spirit, as a Key, opened his 
Treaſure; and ſhewed me that which was from the 
Befinaing, and gave me to know and feel ſome- 
thing which was before the World was; and alfd 
to diſcern the State of Man before the Fall, when 
ks Soul was living in, and nouriſhed with the 
breath of Life which proceeded from God; and 
n the Fall how - the Lamb was ſlain, and how 
Death came to have Dominion over God's Image 
by the Tranſgreſſion of one, which, hearkening 
fo the Woman, tempted by the Serpent, received 
his Seed, and departed from the Life of Gold 
which did enlighten him, to feed on that which 
dl it was forbidden hien; whereby into the Root = 
Re YN Evil he did degenerate, and from that brought | 

"WI ith Frait uo Death, which paſſed over him, 
te ad covered him with Darknels; ſo the Wrath 
"WH kid hold on him as its Child. 1 alfo beheld how 
hich ide Bowels of che God of Mercy yerned towards | 
Tor the Languiſhing Man, upon whom Death and 
ord Darkneſs had pafſed and Wrath was come, and“ 

how God drew hear to him in the Light of Life, 

and did ſow the Seed of Promiſe, and hid his King- 
e within, and gave che Word Gor a Light 19 
| 1 | „ a * 5 11 6 Men 


N 


| Men, that the Degenerate might become Reg, 
* the Word of Promiſe power to bruiſe the Ser. 


bi 


all Men to Condemnation ; ſo the Gift of God was 
tendred to all for the Juſtification of Life; and 
thereby Man put into a capacity of receiving it: 


under Sin, even ſo he ſhewed Mercy to all; in 


- World, and warned to ſhun the Evil Ways of 


inclined to; And here felt how God loved Man 
firſt, and called him back again, which was de. 

pauaarted from him, whereby all are put into a Ca. 
Pacity to return, though few have regarded, fo 


the Author of Eternal Salvation, and how Man's 
Salvation was wholly of God through Chriſt the 


and is wholly of himſelf, becauſe he believeth not 
in the Light which God hath ſent into the World; 
but loveth Darkneſs, Death, and td follow him 
that hath the Power of it, which is the Devil, ra- 


Sentiles; which Light mine Eye hath ſeen to be 


— — — — — 
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nerate, and the Dead made alive. I alſo ſaw in 


pent's Head, deſtroy his Works, and fave ' the 
Soul from Death, whereof he had Power. 1 al 
faw that in the Word was Life, and that he hath 
ower to quicken every one that cometh t 


And I alſo beheld, that as Judgment came upog 


And here I underſtood the good Will of God to- 
wards Men, and ſaw that as all were conclude 


that the Free Gift of God, which is Eternal Life, 
came upon all: And I ſaw that by the Eternal 
Life every Man was lighted which comes into the 


Death, which by Corruption of Nature he was 


as to return and live. So I beheld how God was 


Life and Light; and that Man's Deſtruction was 


ther than to follow the Light that lighteth the 


he Salvation which God hath prepared for all 
People, to the ends of the Earth, and the Ground 
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God; and that no Man could come to the Father 

but through the Light, that being the only begot- 

ten Son of the Father, and the firſt born of eve- 
Creature before the World was, in which 


| Light the Father dwells and delights, and by 
| kim: he declares himſelf to Man. I alſo beheld 


how the Light abideth for ever, and is the Be- 
ginning and End of all Things; alſo the Founda- | 
tion that is laid in Sion, and chief Corner-ftone of 
the Building; and how he was, and is the Rock 
of Ages which followed the Fathers in the Wil- 
derneſs ( and all the Shadows under the Law poin- 
ted to) the Foundation of many Generations, 
which the Prophets ſaid ſhould be raiſed up, and 
whereupon the Church was built. 
I alſo ſaw how in his Humiliation he was in 


| Faſhion as a Man, compaſſed by the Virgins 


Womb, brought forth and touched with a fee- 
ling of our Infirmities, yet without ſpot of Sin, 
perfect in Holineſs, having the Spirit without 
Meaſure, and the fulneſs of the Godhead in him: 
Yet was he a Man of Sorrows, rejected of Men, 
judged 4 Blaſphemer, and not worthy to live, by 
the Chief Prieſts and Phariſees that. had the Scrip- 
tures ; and Pilat that had natural Learning, He- 
brew, Greek and Latin, delivered him to be cru- 
cilied; and after he had witneſſed a good Confeſ-— 
fon before him, he taſted Death for every Man, 
of which it was impoſſible for him to be held; 
therefore he roſe by the Power of God, and in 
divers: manners appeared to his Diſciples; after 
which, he that deſcended did afcend far above all 
Heavens into the Glory of the Father, with 
which he is glorified as he was before the World 
began, having that Name (which is before eve- 
y Name) that he had in the Beginning, vvhich 
s the Word of God, the Eternal Life, that "ew 
FCC vvit 


[44] 
with che Father, which doth enlighten Men, thy 
thro him, who is the way, Truth and Life, May 
may be reconciled and have acceſs unto 'God, 
wwho'only hath Immortality, 'dwelling i in the Li 
to which no Mortal Eye can approach, and with. 
out Mhich no Man hath ſeen or ſhall ſee God. 
Therefore, O Man, awhole Soul is immortal, Wait to 
ave its Eye opened in che Light, that thou mMay- 
= ſee God, and walk with him in the Garden, a; 
7 the Beginvi before the fall and ſeparation 
/ oriever le Evil Eye was open, or the | in 
— Eye Fer- sd wed by Death. 
Moreover, the Inſpiration of the Almig ty gur 
me Underſtanding, and thereby is mine Eye open 
to ſee the Things I Write; with which I have 
alſo bekeld how all immortal Creatures, as well 
Angels as Nen, are the Offspring of an Eternal 
Root, created in, and broughtforth by the Eternal 
AlmightineG&: for his Glory, and Man in his 1- 
mage: Therefore in the Beginning was Maus Wil 
and inward Deſires free, and not compellable'o 
or from any thing, till hearkning to the T 
tion of the Serpent loſt their Habitation in the 
Loght, and are entred into the Darkneſs, and are 
thereby' captivated and have loſt their Freedom, 
and changed their Glory into Shame, and the 
Truth into e - which they ſpeak and believe 
of the Truth; being Greg from the Light, 
| They are out ef the Diving Way and Harmony, 
mut up in Darkneſs and Arguiſy, where only” they 
have their Power and the Root of their Life, 
who are degenerate from the pure Principle of 
Light, from -which all that be Sone out do hve 
in the Fall, Error and Enmity againſt it, and na- 
turally do ſeek to draw all that they can pene- 
trate or enter, from the Light, into the awe 
99 And in this State or ohn 1 
| SE oy 
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ne beheld how all Men have cortupted their 
, and are together 3 Unprofitable, 
1125 be gone from the Light: And all that 
loge called Chriſtians, be Apoſtate, which are 
pot only erred from, but in Enmity againſt tbe 
if; "and Li 825 which the Apoſtles ſhewed and 
coll the Gentiles (which became true Chriſti- 
aus) unto; tho they profeſs and build Men up 


In an Outward Knowledge af! their Words; 1 


ko and have ſeen them all to be fooliſh Buil- 
rs, fuch as darken Counſel by Words withont- 
Nb, that do reject the Life that liglreth eve- 
5 Man that cometh into the World, as natural, and 
infufficient for a Foundation: And alſo that their 
Building "is Babel, which ſhall fall with Violence 
and great Noife; for it ſtands but upon that which 


© is moveable, changeable, and ſhall melt like Wax 


in the fervent, heat of the Day. 

hut when the Sun of Righreonſreſs was riſen up- 
on me, and by the Power 15 the Father revealed 
in ne, by which 1 faw God's Love to Mankind, 
and the way of lis Redemptior; and alſo beheld 
many other Thines which are not to be np, 
then  Bowels of Pity yerned in me to the C 
fren of Men who are gone out- of the Way, 
petiſhing for want of the true Knowledge of the 
only Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; whoſe Life 
aliens the World; ; andthe Lord God, Who 
ſtiewed theſe. Thin hings into: me, with many others, 

by the pouring forth of his 


Spirit for the ſame Work, cauſed us to run to and 
fro among the Profeſſors of the Chriſtians Words; 
to. ſhew- them their Error from the Spirit and 
15 and how their Worſhip ſtood in their own 
Wills; and that their Works were dead Works, 
found out by Invention, and not led into by the 
* of Life, and therefore not e 6 the 
us 
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living and only true God, , whoſe Preſence hau ci 
accompanied; us, in our Travels, and his Pore 1; 
and Spirit wrought mightily, with us, to ſeek oil 
People to worſhip him in Spirit, and bring agu ro; 


that which was loſt, OY FE 
And by the Spirit of the Lord have we no Ml ji; 
been ſo much. directed to ſhew unto People tu Te 
which was written by the former Prophets, Evan ker 
geliſts and . Apoſtles, . for -a Foundation of Pau . 

. (that being generally outwardly known and be. ll Sp. 
| lieved where we. have travelled ) but rather Ml 6c 
new unto People the Eternal Life (whereof they Ml Ct 
Writ, which we have, ſeen, felt and handled g. 
they did) that doth ealighten all Men, to which Ml thi 
we have principally laboured to turn People, tha lat 
they might be quickned, and led from Satay 6r 
Power to God, and receive Remiſſion of Sins tho the 
the Precious Blood of Chriſt, by which they tha Ml GI 
believe, and walk in the Light, are cleanſed from al for 
Sin, and juſtified in the Sight of God: And tha 
Chriſt, who is the Eternal Life and Light, is the MM tit 
Foundation we have born . Witneſs to, and g Ml iii 
thered People in his Name, which is the Word for 
that lives and abides for ever, that being there Wl Ch 
by quickned and prepared as lively Stones, they Ml Sp. 
may be built a Spiritual Houſe or Church for God tec 
to ;dwell and walk in; and have approved our v 
ſelves as the Miniſters of Chriſt in much Par- co. 
ence, in Aſflictions, in Neceſſities, in Diſtreſſes, in Ml be 
Stripes, in Impriſonments, in Tumults, in Labours, in N Ve 
Matchings, in Faſtings, in Pureneſs, in Kindneſs, in I Fo 


the Holy Ghoſt, in Knowledge, in Long-ſuffering and 
Love unfeigned, have we laboured to preſerve, 
and preſent thoſe that have believed our Re- 
| Port, and gathered together in the Light pure 
and ſpotleſs unto God; and he hath given. Wit 
nels to us in the Conſciences of People, by * 
7õ og Ol ny”. Ames mm nn 
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ridg forth of his Spirit, and giving increaſe of 
Life, Strength, and Virtue, with many other Spiritu- 
4 Bleſſings, as to eat of the hiden Manna, and ſit 
together in Heavenly Places in the Light : I ſay 
this hath he done, and given to thoſe which in 
his Power we have gathered out of the Worlds 
Temples, Worſhips and Nature, to know the E- 
ternal God their Father, and Worſhip him in Spi- 
t and Truth, and not to move or act but as the 
Spirit of Truth moves and leads them, in which 
God doth accept them and receive them as his 
Children, whom he chaſteneth in his tender Mer- 
5, and tries in the Furnace of Affliction, hiding 
their Life in himſelf, that through great Tribu- 
lation and Perſecution he may cauſe the Spirit of 
Grace and Glory to reſt upon them, in which 
they ſhall grow unto an Holy Temple, and be 4 
Glorious Church, in which he will make his Abode 

Nevertheleſs it is ſignified unto me by the Spi- 
tit, that ſome which have obtained part of this 
Miniſtry, and ſuch as for corrupt Ends ſhall tranſ- 
form themſelves as Miniſters of Righteouſneſs and 
Children of Light, may and ſhall err from the 
Spirit and Life, whereinto the Minifters of Righ- 
teouſnefs are transformed by the Lord, that they 
which are approved, being tried by falſe Spirits, 
covered with the Form of true Doctrine, may 
be manifeſt, that they do know the Shepherd's 
Voice, and love to follow him, and not a ſtranger : 
for I do certainly know, that ſuch as depart from 
the Light, and are Strangers to the Life, will get 
and treaſure up the Words, and thereby through 
Worldly Wiſdom lie in wait to deceive, and 
draw from the Innocency of the Goſpel (which 
s the Power of God, a Croſs to: the Motions of the 
Fiſh, and a Chain to the unclean Spirit) into * 5 


Approbation of People, which have Itching Ear, 


[1 
ty Liberty and Admiration of their Perſons, be. 
cauſe of outward Knowledge, Parts and Gifts, in 
which they will ſeek to be exalted above the true 
Seed, though thereby they cannot reach the Thing 
that are Eternal; and ſuch ſerve not the Lord 
| Jeſus Chriſt, but themſelves : The Light having 

fhined in their Underſtanding, and the Glance 
thereof leaving fome Impreſſion of Heavenly 
Things in their Imaginations, they may form 
Likeneſſes of thoſe Things, but not knowing the 
Heavenly Nature and Virtue, they will be pre. 
judiced and envy ſuch as cannot have Unit 
with that which they bring forth, nor bow to 
their Likenefs : And from that Ground Bitternel; 
and Perſecution grows. Therefore let this bea 
Witneſs, now and in Ages to come, againſt ſuch 
as murmur at, hate and perſecute thoſe that can- 
not in Conſcience join to their Form of Doctrine 
and Worſhip, though they ſhould make it as like 
our Doctrine and PraQtife as 1 they can 
invent; nay, though it ſhould be the very fame 
in outward Appearance, and in every Circumſtance 
proveable by the Scriptures, and the Words which 
We have left upon Record, yet if Men take upon 
them to preach ſuch Doctrine, and imitate fuch 
practices by vertue of any Outward Ordination ot 


without a true leading of the Spirit of God zthough i 
. . pretending to the anointing and leading theredl, 

| ſhall do it for a Name, Honour or Lucre fake; 
and fhall perſwade, [adviſe or give Confent that 
Outward Authority, or the Civil Magiſtrate, hall 
compel Men into à Conformity thereunto, or elk 
in Perſon or Eſtate, or otherwiſe ſhall outwardly 
puniſh ſuch as refuſe to conform, though upon 
never ſo falſe Grounds; or ſhall. compel any — 


RE EE 
ram that way of Worſhip which in his own 
Wind he is perſwaded is right, or ſhall defend his 
own way of Worſhip by carnal Weapons; be- 
bod I [who am a Child + of the Virgin that tber, 
z eſpouſed to the Lamb, brought forth in the — 
return of her Captivity, and have the Mind of 
Chriſt herein] do teftify in his Name, and by his 
Gitic, that ſuch are Adulterate Children, not be- 
wtten of God, nor born of his Royal Seed, nor 
owned by Feruſalem which is free, and is the 
Mother of us all; though they be outwardly 
ded never ſo like her Children, yet they dif- 
fer in Nature, Spirit and Mind from the true 
Children of Sion, as much, as Light doth from 
Darkneſs, Bitter from Sweet, Hatred from Love, 
Py from Cruelty, or Life from Death ; having but 
it moſt the Form, and wanting the Power of 
Godlineſs ; which Power doth ever accompany 
thoſe that God calls into his Work, for the 
Converſion, Preſervation, and Edification of all 


them that believe; and to him alone it belongs 
0 revenge every Contempt and Difobedience 
inſt his Glorious Goſpel, as alſo to fir, ſend 
oth, vindicate, Re and provide for the 


Miniſters of it: Therefore let Men pray to the 
lard of the Harveſt to fend forth Labourers in- 

0 his Harveſt, . and let none run but ſuch as 
ow the Lord God in the Spirit doth call 
ud ſend them; and let all People take heed, 
kl they heap to themſelves Teachers, after their 
I Luſts to ſatisfy itching Ears; and beware of 
piling God's , Meſſengers, which are ſent contra- 
io the Will of Man; or of harming his. Pro- 
jets which Propheſy gg Things, left it be to 
et own Wounding and Rune. 
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WE 
„And that the Temper of Spirit, manner dt 
Life and Worſhip that the People called Qua. ; 
kers are of, live in, and Practiſe, may appear, 1 |My 
having had a certain Knowledge thereof from WM... 
the Day that God ſhewed himſelf unto me, for 5 
a Teſtimony againſt Falſe Chriſtians, and ſuch 
as ſhall hereafter live ungodly, I write this De. 
dclaration nn,, ro We ORs 
Firſt, generally they are a People that hae My 
been of a Sorrowful Spirit and acquainted with WW 
Grief, having had a true Senſe of their Loft Efan WM 
and Separation from God becauſe of Sin; they WM; 
have mourned after bim, and waited for a Del. A 
verer ; they have alſo been in Heavineſs becauſe Wi 
of the Abominations of the Times; and paſling Wh: 
through the Fiery Indignation of God, becauſe of Mn; 
their own Tranſgreſſions, trembling hath taken hold Win: 
of their Fleſh, and made their Bones to ſhake ; Wy 
in the Furnace of Aſffliction, where Judgment and N 
Mercy meets, they are melted into Tenderneſs; and w. 
Bowels of Pity are opened in them toward alice 
Creatures, but eſpecially Mankind; whoſe depn. 00 
ved Eſtate they lament, and againſt the Evil that by 
Hath corrupted them they are Zealous, in teſti- Mane 
fying againſt it, plain; and in reproving for i, M( 
ſometimes ſharp, yet with inward Mercy; in be 
Which they are moved earneſtly to pray, that the 
Men may be ſet free from the Bondage of Cor-WMtcr 
ruption, and reſtored to their Primitive Purity: feat 
In Spirit they are Fervent, in Mind ſtaied audi te. 
| fixed in their Purpoſe to cleave unto the Lord dit 
reſolute; in Sufferings for his Names fake, Joj-Witho 
ful and Patient; in Trials, Conſtant ; in Viſin-WMred 
tions of the Father's Love and openings of ling 
Life, they fear, and their Hearts bow before him Hot 
in Diſcourſe they are ſolid, in Geſture O_ 1 ſis 


„„ Oy | 
peaking in the Name of the Lord, Reverent; 
nd knowing that it is the Work of God, that 
ue believe, they cannot envy, but do rather 
m Whew thoſe that do not believe and obey the 
for Truth, tho' before them Chriſt Jeſus hath been - 
> Nendently ſet forth; and being aſſured that it is 
*. rot in Man that walketh, to direct his Steps, they 

ne Compaſſion on them that are out of the 
ne way, and in Love do labour both with Long- 
ih ufering and Doctrine, to inſtruct Men into it, 
ate mo they oppoſe themſelves; and being ſenſible 
ey hat none can be purged from their Sin, and San- 
el. died, but by the Blood of Jeſus through the Spi- 
uſe Wit, they cannot ſeck the Deſtruction of Sinners, 
ing WM though they be Obſtinate, but rather that they 
; Of WW may have Time and Space to Repent, and be 
old WM turned to the Lord; and being leavened through- 
ke ; cut with Love and Mercy, it is againſt their very, 
and I Nature to Revenge themſelves, or uſe Carnal. 
Weapons to kill, hurt or deſtroy Mankind; and 
a keing that the Powers that be, are ordained of 
pra. God, and permitted to have their Time of Trial, 
that by him that rules in the Kingdoms of Men, 
elt end with his own Hand turns the Proud doers 
Ir 1, (who regard not the Work of their Day, nei- 


„ther prize his Patience) into Confuſion, making 

that WF nem their own Executioners, working all Things | 

Col. his own Glory and the Good of thoſe that 

ty Wear him; I ſay, though he raiſe up and fer over 
and nem the baſeſt of Men, they do not murmur, but pan. & 
.or0,Wciher actively or paſſively ſubmit to their Au- 7. 
Joh. ority for Conſcience ſake ; and having recei- 


kd a Kingdom that cannot be ſhaken, and loox- 
5s for a Crown that is Incorruptible, they are 
i Ambitious, neither ſtrive for the Kingdoms of 
ms World, nor do covet Dignities which fade 


Fs 
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away, but in the Station where God ſets them ate 
Content, waiting and longing that his Righteouf. 
neſs may be revealed to reign in Men, till the 
Knowledge and Glory of God overſpread the 
whole Earth, and his Kingdom come over all. 
Secondly, Touching their manner of Life, tho 
it be well known to many, and needs not ny 
Recommendation; yet, for a Teſtimony again{: 
Wickedneſs in Ages to come, let it ſtand upon 
Record, That, as God is moſt juſt, merciful, righ. 
teous and equal in all his Ways, ſo they whom 
he hath created anew, naturally deſire to be like 
him, bearing the Image of the Heavenly ; they 
make Juſtice, right Reaſon, and Equity, with the 
Royal Law which they have received in Spiti, 
and is engraven on the Table of their Heart, 
Which faith, Whatever ye would that Men ſhould dt 
unto you, do ye even ſo to them, the Rule of their 
walking toward all Men ; ſo that their Dealing 
are Juſt, their Behaviour Good, and their Conver. 
_ fation Honeſt, their Life Blameleſs, their yea, 516 
and their nay, nay, in all Things; but they cannot 
Swear at all in any Caſe whatſoever, but by a pet- 
petual Covenant are bound to ſpeak Truth 1 
their Neighbour, and keep their Word though to 
their hurt: Covetouſneſs they deny as Idolatry; 
- Cruelty, Oppreſſion and Uncleanneſs they abar- 
don as deſtructive to the Innocent Life; but ha- 
ving received Forgiveneſs of their Treſpaſles, they 
are ready to forgive them that treſpaſs againſt then; 
and eee F N oy "ye " 
Ae ready to ſpend and be [pent for the good of iben 
Souls. And bein ſenſible 32 the Earth is the 
Lords, and the fulneſs thereof, and that they ate 
but Stewards of the Portion he hath given then 
yer do they not uſe Things Supeifluous, __ 


3 1 
ne deſtructive to the Creation, and hurtful to 
their Neighbours; but in Apparel are Modeſt, 
in Meats and Drinks Temperate, that they may 
bare wherewith to give a Portion to the Afflict- 
ec feed the Hungry, and cover the Naked 
with a Garment z accounting that Religion pure, 
which brings to vifit the Fatherleſs and Widows 


| in their Affliction, that keeps unſpotted of the 


World, and bridles the Tongue; left with that 
they ſhould offend Frhey fer a Watch before the 
Door of their Lips that no Evil Communicati- 
on ſhould proceed out of their Mouths ; Un- 
wholſome Words they are nat free to ufe, nor 
o Men will they give flattering Titles, becauſe 
the Fear of God is in them ; neither can they 


| bow to the Spirit of Pride in Men, nor ſtand 


uncovered before them, as they do. when they 
approach unto God in Prayer, becauſe his Ho- 
nour ought not to be given unto another; the 
Cuſtoms of the World which are Fooliſh and 
Vain, wherein there is no true Service to God 

nor Man, they cannot Countenance ; nor uphold 

their invented Worſhips by a Conformity there- 
to: Neither dare they pay Tythes to that Prieft- 
hood or Miniſtry, which having Hearts exerciſed 


| vith Covetous Practices, unduly claims them of 


Chriſtians, knowing that Chriſt is come in the 
Fleſh, and hath changed the Prieſt-hood that took 
Tythes 3 and of Neceſliry the Law that gave them 
allo; fince which, the forcing them Fol peo - 


ple is an Unchriſtian Oppreſſion that they can- 
not in any wiſe uphold. In a Word, every Ap- 
pearance of Evil they feek to ſhun, and from all 
Inquity to depart; though for ſo doing they 
are made a Prey, a Scorn, a Reproach, and the 
Odjects of Mens Fury; by whom they have ſuf- 


Hs 


tat is in Husband to Wife, Parents to Children, 


of the Life of Chriſt Jeſus their Lord, who hath 


merit Life, or engage his Love and Favour by 


and known them, and writ their Ways in 2 


Duty, to wait in Spirit to be taught what God 


N * * 
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ſexed, ſome Death, ſome long Impriſonments aud 
grievous Tortutes; others Beatings, Whipping 
Stockings, Buffettings, Stonings, with the ſpoiling 
of their Goods, to the outward Ruine of then. 
ſelves, and Diſtreſs of many of their Families; 
and notwithſtanding that Dearneſs of Affection 


and Children to Parents, yet are they willing tg 
give up all, that they may follow the Leading 


watched over them to deliver ghem out of Temp. 
tations, and preſerve them through all their Sif. 
ferings unto this Day; and all theſe Thing 
they do in the Integrity and Simplicity of their 
Hearts towards God, not thinking thereby to 


what they can do, but being beloved of the Fx 
ther, and having received Life freely, by it they 
are bound faithfully to ſerve him; believing that 
in the Reſurrection, both Juſt and Unjuſt ſhall 

ive an Account to him, who hath ſearched 


Book, which ſhall be opened in the Day. of 
Rightecus. Recompence, when both the Righte- 
ous'and the Wicked ſhall be rewarded according 
ro the Deeds done in the Body, whether they be 
e d 

Thirdly, Toyching their Worſhip, wherein they 
are not Cahd up to any Form, eſteeming on- 
ly that 'Worſhip pure, which is in Spirit and 
Truth; and Tore all Things Judging it their 


requires of them; and thereby he doth move 


and require them to meet together in his Name 


and Fear, ſometimes upon a Mountain, ſometimes 
in 3 Field, Barn, Houle, or Upper rn 
F 


Fe C7. 
baging to a Believer, or elſe at ſome certain 
place which they hire for that purpoſe, as they 
ce moſt Expedient : And when they are gather- 
ed together in the Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


they find it their Strength there to be ſtill, and 


wach in their Meafure of his Light and Life, 
el their Minds ſhould rove Abroad, and they be 
tempted to act ſomething in their own Wills, 
gr to ſpeak their own Words which they are fen- 
(ble profits not; therefore they reſt in a Silent 

Dependence upon God, to hear the Words which 


proceed out of his Month, by which their Souls 


live; and in this Dependance and waiting up- 
on God, they have received many Heavenly 


| Gifts, as the diſcerning of Spirits, Propheſy, the Word 


of Life, of Wiſdom and Knowledge, and alſo#the. _ 


Power of the World to come hath mightily 


wrought in them, and manifeſted the Treaſures 
of that World unto them; alſo Viſions and Re- 
relations they have had given them, and the 
Anointing of the Spirit abundantly, poured forth 
upon them, which abideth in them, and teach- 
eh them all things pertaining to Life and God- 
lineſs, and divers things not expedient to be ut- 
(cred ; and of what Things are expedient to be 
uttered, and what not, the Spirit is the ſole 
Judge, and the Movings of its Life their Rule; 
lo that every one which Propheſieth, Miniſtreth, 
Extorteth, or Admonitheth, doth it of the Abi- 
lty- which God hath given, and by the moving 

of his Spirit; and if any thing be revealed to 
0ne that firs by, the firſt doth hold his Peace, 

ſar all may ſpeak one by one only what God 
gh them, and moveth them to ſpeak by the 

pirit, that of it all may learn and be Comfor- 
£9 ; But if any do run out beyond their 1 


F W 


ſure of the Spirit, to ſpeak of themſelves, r 
to uſe their Tongues to ſpeak in the Name 9 
the Lord, what they have gathered out of the 


of Chriſt deny their Voice, as not being ſeaſon. 
ed with Life and Vertue, and the Witneſs of 


it by the Power of God; and thoſe that ate 
Spiritual, with the Spirit of Meekneſs labour to 
_ reſtore ſuch as are overcome with Evil, conc. 


Life; for, as Children of their Heavenly Father, 
they are merciful, and do not only ſuffer to 


blies the Blind, Lame, and Maimed, that the Rain 
may fall on the Juſt, and on the Unjuſt ; ſo 
that it may be noted, That what is ſpoken of Ml 
the people of God called Quakers, in general, will WM 


cometh amongſt them; for they difcern ſome to 
be falſe and treacherous Hearted, and look upon 
them to be without the Unity of the Body, 

whereinto they are Baptiſed by the Eternal Spi- 
rit, which are come into the Fellowſhip of the 


and ſuch as are deceitful and not truly of them, 


Cannot at all feed with them on the Fatneſs of 
the Root of Life, nor long endure among 


Wicked to fall down flat, and tormented th 


Scriptures of the Holy Men of God into the 
Comprehenſion, when God hath not ſpoken 10 
them, nor bidden them ſpeak, then the Sheep 


God rifeth in them againſt it, to judge and flop 


dering that they alſo may be tempted; and 
though he hear not at firſt, they ſuffer with long 
Patience, admoniſhing again and again, if perad. 
venture God may give him Repentance unto 


come, but alſo call and invite to their Afem. 


not hold true concerning every particular that 


Myftery, and are made Partakers of Eternal Life; 


chem, becauſe the Preſence and Power of God 
1s with them, which hath often cauſed the 


a 
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clean Spirits, and cauſed the earthly part to 
nemble very exceedingly, in which Power eve- 
Soul which loves Righteouſneſs rejoyceth, and 
ze refreſhed, becauſe of the Appearance of their 
vyiour, and Preſence of their Bridegroom, which 
heir Fervent Deſire is unto. Ky 3 

And as they are thus exercifed in waiting up- 
on God, his Power doth prepare them for the 
Marriage Supper of the Lamb, and the Spirit of 
Prayer and Supplication cometh upon them, and 
maketh Interceſſion , for them, ſometimes with 


Sighs and Groans that are unutterable, and ſfome- 


times with ſenſible Words, which the Spirit gives 
them to utter with Underſtanding for the Com- 
fort and Edification of others, but not at any 
time oß themſelves, for that by the Flock is judg- 
od an unſavory dead thing, which God hath no 
Reſpect unto; and the Law of the Spirit, and 
movings of his Life, is herein their Rule; and the 


Fervent Prayers of the Faithful, which proceed 


from the Spirit of Life, avail much, for it pier- 
ch through the Clouds, and entreth into the 


bars of the God of Heaven, who anſwers: by 
| ſtopping the Deaf-ear, opening the Blind-eye, 


cauling the Lame to leap as an Hart, the Sick 
to recover Strength, the Dead to live, and the 
Tongue of the Dumb to ſing forth his Praiſe 3 ſo 
that their Sighs have often been turned into the 
Voice of the Turtle, their Lamentations into the 
ound of Praiſes, and their Prayers into the Hal- 
elujahs of Glory to the Higheſt, who openeth 
is Treaſure unto them, and cauſeth the Waters 
of Sbilo to ſpring in the midſt of their Tents, 
that every Plant in his Vineyard may be refreſu- 
ed: He alſo in the Congregation of his Saints 
ſreadeth a Table for his Children, and got. 


1 
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them all to eat of that one Bread which came 


down from Heaven, whereot the Chriſtians did 
partake before'the Apoſtacy, and doth make they 
all to drink into one Spirit, the moſt precion; 
Blood or Life of Jeſus Chrift, which doth pure. 


ly purge them, and abundantly ſatisfy their Soul; 


And.by th't one Spirit whereinto they drink of 


the Life ald Virtue, they are united into one 


Body; an ci as every Member doth receive there. 


of, they ate firmly knit together, and filled with 


pure Love one to another; by which I knoy 
they are Diſciples of Chriſt, and the Church of 
the Living God, which is the Pillar and Ground 


of Truth. 


I do further ſee, how the Lord is leading the 
Church out of the Wilderneſs, and raifing it from 


under the Gentiles Feet, which have long trod- 


den upon the Holy City,- and with) Blood and | 


Perſecution have built an unholy one in her 
ſtead, which God will lay waſte and make de. 


ſolate; becauſe he takes Pleaſure in the Stones 


, of Sion, and favours the Dult thereof, which hath 


been trampled upon, and by few ſought after 
for many Generations; and the Lord ſaw it, 


and hath heard her Mourning, which hath ſitten 
Solitary as a Widow of Youth; and he beheld that 


there was none upon the Earth a help meet for 


her, which could heal her Breaches, gather her 


Stones, and build them upon her own Founda- 


tion, becauſe it was hid from their Eye: Then 
did his Bowels yern towards her, and he could 


no longer refrain himſelf, hut in his Power did 


ariſe; and his -Arm hath brought Salvation unto 
her, and by his bright appearing through the 
' Clouds, his Righteouſneſs is revealed for an ever- 
_ laſting Foundation, And the Inſpiration of * 


„ 
mighty hath given unto many skill to ſeek out 
nd poliſh the Stones of Sion from their Rubbiſn; 
qr the ſet time to favour her is come, and the 
Lord will gather her Duſt together, and his Seed 
out of all Countries, to the Paſture and Fold of 
one Shepherd: He will alfo give unto her which 
hath fitten Solitary, as in Widow-hocd, increaſe 
of Children; and the Fruit of her Wor ib ſhall not 
be blaſted, neither ſhall ſhe any mor be called 
Deſolate and Forſaken, Therefore be Wiſe, O0 


dot Counſel together againſt the Workings of 
God, and be not altogether heedleſs of the Opera- 
tion of his Hands; neither ſeek to hinder the re- 
he building of Sion, as thoſe which have gone before 
m jou did, whom God therefore broke in pieces: 
d. For if you ſpeak proudly againſt the Lord, it 
id WM fall not ſtand ; And if ye take Counſel together 
er Wl zzainſt his Husbandry and Building, it ſhall come 
e. Jo nought. . F 
ez W Therefore fear not, O Children of Sion, tho in 
th the return of your Captivity from Sodom and A 
er Wl 771, you feel many Obſtacles, and are in your 
it, {lves weak as Worms which the Plowers turn 
en their Clods upon: For the Lord your God is with 
at vou, and ye ſhall yet be holpen with a little help. 
or Wl Therefore be patient in your Tribulations, and 
er ſtadfaſt in your walking with God; and becauſe 
a- Je believe, make not haſte; For the Work is the 
en Lords. And he hath raiſed up for thee, O Daugh- 
1d I ter of Sion, a ſure Foundation; therefore wait to 
id feel the Life preparing thy Stones, and cementing 


Kings, and hearken, ye Rulers of the Earth; take 


co chem together, and in due time the Top-ſtone ſhall 


he be laid with Grace, that thou may'ſt be an everlaſt- 
-g Habitation for the Higheſt z whoſe Light and 
he Wl Glory ſhall ſhine in the midſt of thee, and cauſes : 


————— e gr A —_— —t%ͤ«c _—_ - 
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e 
the Sons of thine Afflicters to come bending tg 
thee, unto whom thy Gates ſhall be open. Then 


ſhall the Skirt of him that is a Few inward, be pre. 


cious ; and many ſhall lay hold of it, and fay, Let 
us be called by thy Name to take away our Re- 


proach. Then ſhall the Earth ,yeild her increaſe, 
and God, even Our God, who 1s Light, will re. 


freſh the ' Inhabitants thereof with Mercy, and 
vifir the Nations with his Bleſſing, that their De- 
fire, with the Reſtitution of all Things, may be 


accomplithed, and God over all exalted with Righ« 
teouſneſs to Rule the whole Earth, FR 


Writ in the Priſon-bouſe Fa 
Alisbury, the 3d Month, 
1661. „ 
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True STAT E 


Joun PHITEREADs 


CAS E, 


Now p riſoner i in Lincoln- C aſtle; 


Wherein is made manifeſt their Proceedings | 
againſt him at the Gerieral Seſſions held at 
Caſtor, the 15th Day of the 11th Month, 

1661. Writ and ſent forth, fer the Satisfa- 
Rion of ſuch as deſire that every Work of 

| Darkoels may be brou ght to Light. 


pon the 13th of the oth Month, in the Year - 

above, as I ſat peaceably in the Houſe of 
Himphry Cod, at Binbrough, not any being preſent 
with me, but himſelf and his Wife, whom in love 
[went to Viſit, there came into that Houſe, An- 
thory Hundſword, Conſtable, with two Men, and 
did, by a General Warrant, apprehend me, and 
E arried me before Alexander Emmerſon, Commiſſi- 
Nuver of the Peace, who did commit me to Priſon, 
kecauſe , in the Love of God —_ r * 


| 1 
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did refuſe to give any other Bond, to be of god 


behaviour; which he had no ground to require 
but ſuſpicion, that I was a dangerous Perſon; fo 


which ſuſpicion he had no Cauſe, unleſs my being 


called a Qzaker; or the Report, That a few Sobe 
People had been with me the Day before, gave hin 


Ground to ſuſpect me: But notwithſtanding my 
' Irinoceney herein, a Prifoner I did remain, by Vir. 


tue of his Warrant, until the General Seſſion; 
held at Caſtor, the Day and Year aboveſaid. Bur 


aà a little before my Appearance at Seſſions, Alexay. 


der Emerſon deſired my Keeper to bring me t 
him, he being then in his own Houſe, not- wel 


able to come forth to ſit on the Bench, was very 


Civil-towards me, and did expreſs ſome Sorroy 


| for what he had done; with a deſire to have me 


at Liberty; but ſaid, I was not in lit 


* Note, That thexere \ nib Xt nas CA -- : 
more Bleſſed that refrain 2H o wer yet ſaid, He would do what 


from Evil, and do Good, he could for me : Then I was carried 


while then haue Opperte into the Seſſions-Houſe, and calle 


nity. 


before their judgment-Seat; where 


there fat in Commiſſion to do Juſtice, Miliam Wray, 


Edward Aiſcough, William Broxolm,” Charles Pelham, 
and Wiliam Beard. So ſoon as I came in their 
fight, ſome. of them bad, Take off his Hat : Others 
ſaid, Let it alone; and ſee whether he will do it hin- 
ſelf, or not: But by a Bayliff it was taken off: Then 
William Broxolm ſdid, He knew me; and I was: on 


of the verieſt Raſcals in England; and asked me 
for Sureties for my good Behaviour To whom Ire- 
Ply'd, I am not yet convinced of any ill Behavieur: 


Then he ſaid, That appearing in the Court with 1 


Head covered, was ill Behaviour : Then I asked, 
Whether the Law required me to be uncovered, or thiy 


only ? And he anſwered, They did require it : Then 


I told him, A, 1 did not appear covered in Contemp 
of _ Authority ſo I could not uncover, in eie of 
k 4 1 
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lleir Perſons. Then they cauſed my Hat to be 


lad before me, to ſee if I would put it on, that 
they might have an Accufation againſt me; but 1 
took not any notice of it, not being any more 


| free to put ĩt on, in Obedience to their Wills, than 
] was to put it off: Then William Broxolm ſaid, 7 


writ Books againſt the Ning and his Government: 
Which Accuſation I did then,” and do now utterly 
deny: And Milliam Wray ſaid, I was the notoriouſeſt 
Rogue in all Yorkſhire or Lincolnſhire, and bed 
ſeduced the People * yet confeſſed, He 


neuer ſaw my Face before, but had heard . Note, blow the Tmno- 
of. we: Then I told them, - That 1 cent are ſmitten with the 


Tongue, and evil Reports 


could not reaſonably hope for Right At believed and . ſpread by 


their Hands, if. they that ſat to Judge ien in chor. 
nt were my Accuſers.: At which they + 4 


* 


| were ſilent; and cauſed the Alittimus, by which 1 


vas committed, to be read: And the Clerk of 
the Peace asked me, What I had to ſay to it? Then 
I told him, I did deny the Matter of Fact, as it mus 
there charge againſt me; and deſired, that my Ac- 
cuſers might appear Face to Face, and J have libert 
to anſwer for my ſelf : Then the Clerk told me, 
That if I ſtaid till then, it might be as long as Tlived, 


fer ought he knew ; Then a lewd'Man of the Coun- 


try ſtood up and faid, I pas one of the Chief Delu- 

ders among the Quakers, and had been at Wintring- 
ham: To whom I reply'd, Seeing thou accuſeſt me 
in the open Court, ſpeak Truth: Didſt thou ever ſee 
my Face, or hear me ſpeak one word, before now? To 
which he anſwered, Nay, but I had been often at 
Wintringham : To which I anſwered, If thou haſt 
nm more to ſay, I hope that is no Crime to have been at 


Wintringham: Then one of the Juſtices asked me, ES. 
What 1 did at Binbrook, in this Caumy ? To which | 


anſwered, That I came in Love to Viſit my Friends. 
And ſome other Queſtions they ask'd me, for ad- 
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vantage againſt me, to which 1 anſwered no; 

thing, after the good Example of Chriſt. "Tha 
Miliam Broxzolm asked me, When I was at Church? 

I told him, That was not the Buſmeſs. nom in hand; 
but ſuppoſe there was but a. ſmall Liv 42 none o 
their Prieſts would come to Officiats % "at the 'Pariſh« | 
Church, ſo call ed, to which I did belong, what ſhould 

I go fer? And one of them ſaid, I might go. to 
| Jome other: But I told them, The'\Zaw d not en- 
| joyn that, thas I knewef. Then great Fury was in 
the Court againſt me; and ſome ſaid, Amway with 
© on 25 William roads ſaid, * him the 
Oaths of Supremacy an egiance 5 and Edward Ai 
Ceosgb nf If I would ml them? To whom I 2 
ſtred Liberty to ſpea k, and ſaid unto them, I do na. 
nder ſtand that you haue Power, by Law, to tender 
the Oath of Supremacy unto me : Then ſeveral of 
them ſpake together, and ſaid, Away with him, 
| Away with him * S0 I was forth- 
5 22 28 ba 145 with taken away, and not ſuffered 
5 * "and op 4-4 to give them any further Anſwer: * 
fbeſ jr Order have 'Charg gd Then ſeeing I we bf not be heard, it 
bande of ee, 4 came upon me to write theſe Lines 
Aleslance. following unto them, which was de- 
95 livered into Edward Aiſcough's hand, 
Pr aid he would read them 4 che reſt We his 
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18 tender 


Lot Rain ang untrae 
Qurmiſes and falle | 5 emi: the 
hubcent; 

and oo the King, and ſee Þ — of the 
(land of my Nativity, and Heki ought to 
' haye the Benefit of the wholeſdme Laws, to 


{which I was Born, that wills no Man to Accuſe 


self _— NG Man's Life, Limb, 


as his Peers : 


' end Cain and ſlew 
bim? 15 5 | delten 8 777 rel 11 
and evi enk Fant IH CUM 
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for, 18 8. one 1 ars the Lord, | 


ions Pretenc 32 
Ee, ? And 


g under the na; 8 
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| ianity, fo . fierce one a- 
ut anther; ad! my Heart 15 Pr, \unto JD 
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. God, that we may not be devoured one of: ano: 
[2 ther: O! then let us follow that which makes 
for Peace, and not unrighteouſiy He 17 ano. 
6 ther ; for both yon and 1 my rk efore the 
£ judgment · Seat of Chriſt, 75 reſped 
£ Perſons,” but juſtify the vg; db and' condemn 
* the Guilty: Therefore be Noble and Righteous 
in Judgment, and conſider what Evil I am Guil. 
of; except ix be à Crime to be one that fear; 
God, and rembles at bis * ord' (whom Mi 
that he the Fat 
72 0 I am — 51 den 145 ing Ns ants con- 


1440 1 iy _— aſe * 11 Mg VE. * 53 my Ts, 
1 80 I reft in Love, your Friend, and and-ſhal 
have Peace with” God, however 700 ſhall 

ar diſpoſe of mes believing that the more 


e bean 5 more we mall encreaſt 
a grow. ; TA 3 95 VAN Sa 324 370137963? 


6 Ha- 1 * 25 e 2 Wi John Whitelad, 

- 73 928 55 110 5 5 11 10 F 2 Don IVY $741 3 7 { 
be 151 Day 8 1 10 cho! $4190 97 1 Vet : 
11 ain PUP e Mo 1 38019 e 9111 1 
en bier e Ene 7585 * \ 147. 9509171 21 
Haw 81 Agi s vl D143: 96 1 40 2 71 an 

7 N Nin > ns } ery 7; 
Vet, notwithftand 5 what 1 here prope ſed to 
| them, 1 not. 4 did appeat ie, that 


5 * could juſt] Wit the breach of 
any kndwn LA. t Mera | paſs "ant Order, whetz⸗ 
in they accuſed me, 75 he Perſon of de ngerols, 


Principles, that wa Fon tempt of the, Ning, [atth, 
1 0 0 ſons” roger 2 0 Sen ien; 3 and 
th Area fuſed fo an account of my Abode, id 
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55 Rafe, in "le Fat Pe: A. * Qaths of Sus 
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tne Greater, by giving the Leſſer. 


so all theſe Things conſidered, the judicious 
Reader may obſerve, whether they_do. not now, 


to. Ws in the Days of the Ancient Prophets, Men of g..4 
hat corrupt Minds did, turn Judgment backward into I. 59; 
of te Gall of Bitterneſs, and cauſe Juſtice to ſtand . 

t- fer off; fo that Truth falleth in the Streets, and *' © 


ſon of my Word: Therefore I cannot undervalue 


ons. equity cannot enter; but he that departs from 
ut makes himfelf a Prey; but ſurely the Lord 


keth it, and is diſpleaſed, and will not always 


alfer the Apple of his Eye to be touched, by 


3 Let 


„ rough hands of Eſa»; neither will he for 
wh . 1 Goa I 8 


bear the b aſe £9 N Plan 

ever bear the bruiſes of his r alwp 
fofter his Children * be a Fs 10 8 8 ther 
Enemies but his Arm ſhall be Funk I 

be ri hicous' Hand fit ſtain, us; till he cl 

ſelf with the Garment of Vengeance, and 5 
Zeal as a Cloak,” * erein he al give 10 Fer 


one a R 57 0 Edit | 15 ir V 
1rd X . Heart ſub; it te bi 
for unto 185 com Cau 


Judge Ri ghtcouſly 7 Fer Yer ny, 800 is poured forth 
unto him 15 he me Wy mo that Affliq u, 


and remembe that ot what the 
do: For 5 ey 1 1 Ken thy e 0 
Lord! the do thee good Seat de 


therefore” | Hig not. ute 1 

open ther Ey6 "and  thew al a0 
and in Mercy remember 5 With all thy . 85 
ing Lambs, and, u ho ys. 9 Oh Power, till ye 
have finiſhed our 
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THE 


Of our Dear Friend 


Fon Whitebead, 


When he was Priſoner, in tlie Caſtle 


of Lincoln, for the Truth ſake, 1661. 


To Word of Life doth open my Heart, which 
is filled with Love unto you all; out of the 


abundance of which, I ſay unto you, Above all 


things, love God and one another, now in this 
trying Day; and take heed of burthening the pure, 
or ite the Spirit of God in your ſelves; or 
in one another, either by Words or Works, which 


be not Savoury; z but Keep low, in the pure, ſa- 
roury, holy Life, and accord Ins g to its Law, judge 
your own ſelves with righteous Judgment, fo ſhall 


not any thing take Root in you that Offends ; for 
through the Spirit of pure Judgment, a burning 


will kindle in that Ground, . receives Of- 


fence from another, to 2 own Hurt, or brings 
$ of Hurts another, antil _ 
the catiſe of Offence be wholly taken away ; that 
a3 * Trees of Sa ag Stow 


forth that which Offen 
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(120) | 

in Peace; not exalting your ſelves one above ano: 
ther, ſeeing you all have Nouriſhment, and ſtand 
by the Virtue of the Root, not bearing It, built 
you. Remember, that the Olive-Branch would 
not leave its Fatneſs, whereby God and Man was 
Honoured, to be promoted over the Trees; nei- 
ther would the fruitful Fig-Tree leave its Sweet. 
neſs, to be ſet over the Trees ; neither would the 
Vine-Branch leave his Wine, whereby God and 
Man was cheared, to reign over the Trees: But 
the rough - renting Bramble, being lifted up, ſaid, 
Come under my Shadow, or elſe let Fire come out of 
the Bramble, and devour the Cedars. O you Plants 
of the Lord's Vineyard, feel what is in this, that 
you may keep your Habitations; for whoever 
ſeeks to be greateſt, juſtly deſerves to be leaſt; 
and he that ſpeaks of himſelf, ſeeks his own Ho- 
nour: But he whom God hath ſent, ſpeaketh the 
words of God, and ſeeketh his Honour that ſent 
him; and Unbelievers ſeek Honour one of ano- 
ther; but it ſhall not be ſo amongſt you; there- 
fore all keep low, in the place where God hath 
ſet you in his Houſe, with the Loyns of your 
Minds girt up ina the Spirit, ready to ſerve one 
another, in Bonds or at Liberty, that ye may en- 
courage. and comfort one another, according to 
the Ability given you of God; theſe things I 
write unto you; God in Mercy hath given you to 
know the Truth; and bleſſed are you, which for 
the love of it lay down all, and abide Faithful, till 
you have fought the good Fight of Afffictions, 
and overcome the wicked One; for then ſhall the 
Lord be your Portion, and. he will Crown you 

With Lite Everlaſting... ens od 11 
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A this time my Teſtimony is near finiſhed. 

in this place; for the Lord put it into my 
fart, to write to the Judge; and the Witneſs of 
God pleading my Cauſe, tho' I did not appear 


tefore him, yet, as one Innocent, he hath ſet me 
d Wit Liberty, and was diſpleaſed with the Juſtices 
t or their Illegal Proceeding againſt me: And now + 
l, Wil wait to be ordered by the Lord in his Ser- 


jice, ſeeing nothing, but after a very ſhort ſpace, 
| muſt paſs into Yorkſhire, where I have a Teſti- 
it Wnony to finiſh, either in Bonds or at Liberty, as 
r Wit Lord will, into whoſe Power I commit my 
3 Wil, and you my dear Friends; breathing, that 
„Ire may never be weary of Well-doing, till we 
e late run the Race ſet before us. . 


ANI E STATION 


1. Concerning the Serip- | Worſhip in Temples made 


tures, and concerning the | with bands, 


Word, Light, and Spi-] 7. Concerning Miniſters and 
rit within. I "© their Maintenance. © 
2. Concerning Trial of Spi- | 8. Concerning Womens | 
„„ 1 ſpeaking-in the Church. —_— 
3. Concerning Perfection. E Concerning Superiours | i 
4. Concerning Saloationbyj and Inferiours, and tbe | 
+, ET $ Honour that is due from 
| 5, Concerning Swearing. tbe one to the other vbere- 
6. Concerning the Worſhip | in ſomething is [aid con- 


of God, and wh we © cerning Titles, Courteſies, A 
ſeparate | from thoſe that 1 and Salutation by the „ i 
Writ in Anſwer to a Book which a nameleſs Au- 
thor hath written againſt the QUAKERS. 
„ ERSSELN-: OR” 

Is contained divers Untraths and hard Speeches, 
tending to beget Jealouſies and Evil Thoughts of them 
(who are known to be Harmleſs and Innocent) in the Au- 

_ thor's Tenants and Neighbours, to whom he hath ſent this 

Book, which is here detected, and the Innocency of God's 
Servants cleared. Alſo the Truth of thoſe Things which 

; they 2 and Practice, in theſe particulars aforeſaid, 

n dec hf . 


By John Whitehead, who bath no Pleaſure in ſtirring up Strife 
and Content ion about Things of this Nature; and therefore. bath la- 
boured rather to manifeſt the Truth to the Unbiaſed Reader, than par- 
ticularly to Traduce his Adverſary, defiring that he and thoſe to whom . © 

be directed bis Book, may have a fight of this, if peradventure it may _ 
be Inſtrumental to remove from them all Prejudice, that they may re: 

Erle the naked Truth, as it is in Feſi | „ 


Lunden, Printed and Sold by T. Sewle, 1903. 5 
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Was writ 175 one Fark Foun Famous: foie 2 


And therefore 1 ſhould. admire, . but that Einem 
it Pleaſure, of the Lord is to confound-the #i/- 4 29. 
im of the. Hic, and bring to nothing the Under- 
landing of the Prudent, from whom he Hides: 
hat which he Reveals to Babes, that no Fleſh 
nicht glory in his Sight: Lay, but that I know. 
d do conſider theſe Things, 2 admire, 
bat he ( who: hath read the Scriptures, and ſo 


ly all manner, of Evil of his hleſſed and pepuliar 25 · 
oe) ſhould. be ſo far degenerated, both from 


iſtian Charity and true Nobility, as to harbour cp. , 


| f many evil Thoughts And groundleſs Jealouſies 7* 
en innocent harmjeſs People ; and my Saul 
; te, * he is ſo ar f given up tg believe.auil 


9 Fo 


Profeſſion, that. he hath. made of Chriſtianity : i. 77 ? 


bog profeſſed Chriſt, who ſaid —4 Men would ater.r:. 


ꝗj—U—U—ü—— U — 


J 
{ 


report ſuch palpable untruths againſt us; 
the leaſt, viz. That George Fox deſired a Gentle. 


Child, and fo ſhall I ever look upon him, till the 


tho it de true, that ſom&fodiſh Women; (which 


it hath often been Proved and Primed, to the fame, 


a God! Therefore till Re 'conrity be wag 
rhat anot er Falſnood: A Third „, 
Inſtructers; which thing * Kue 
85 and tlle grievous Suffetings'of 
2 for reſtifying aghinſt chen Bloody 0 
* 1 
ſuſhi mly evinee that we ming 1 0 m, 
1 And my Hear OY Bete 15 at 


not led by them therſtives itte tack | Ents 
n they cannot eaſily break; 
named which ſad one #2 


: Nh is comrary to ont very Nature and Princi ple 


t 26 


which 1 ſhatt only inſtance thefe few, as none of 


woman to wear a Bracelet for his ſake, and there. 


by enchanted her to follow bim; from which 
George Fox hath approved himſelf Innocent, as 4 


Spreaders of that ſlander bring forth their Author: 
That Fames Nailor made himſelf, or ſaid of him- 
ſelf, that he was Chriff, is anther Falſhood ; 


both He and Wereproft@) ſaid ſd of him; and 


of the firſt Raiſers of that r Slander, tþ 


ar he 8 
ud of himſelf that he was ate, 


manifeſbby ſome known Author we mut conel 


That jeſhites and Priseſts are Aer to mine 
themſelves amongſt us, and be” out Teachers 2 
to be pri 
vers of my Me 


Principles, 7 idolatrotis Wor 


Men might-beware, left ws 1 Far 
Poſs and Popiſn Pr ieſts amongſt far 


and till tlie Parties be 
our Frichds it Ser | 
Rope about his>wildle' to hang” 

ſhall-conctade that another Lye; Nan I know 


 Whoate'dornfromabove; which is to fave | 
eee * ee 
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[ 127.1 | 
10d Uncleanneſs is an Abomination to us 5 there» 
fre do we both warn and teſtify againſt the pra- 
dies of it, which is ſuſficient to demonſirate, 
tat he who ſolicited to Filthineſs, and ſhe who 
kid ſhe was commanded of the Father to go to 
kd to a Man (being none of her Husband ) if 
gy ſuch there were, are not of us; therefore do! 
wnclude thoſe — * Slanderous. Divers other 
ud Speeches and groundleſs Suggeſtions E ind 

which I ſhall not particularize, being ſatisfied they. 
xe not grounded upon any juſt Cauſe gen by 
b either in Doctrine or Practice; alſo hoping 
that the Author may be: ſenſible by this time 
[wherein Fruth is riſen above Slanders) that he 

uh overſhot himſelf in Writing ſuch grievous 
tings againſt us, whom I am perſwaded he doth 

pot fully know, and therefore I cannot wonder 
be do perfecute, which yet I will not poſitive- 
j affirm, though I do certainly' know that his: 
Finciple'Teads to it, which faith, That a Blaſ- 
hemer may juſtly be put to Death in Goſpel- 
mes; tough. Chriſt Jeſus; who is far more Fx. 
dent then Moſes, gave no ſuch Command, but 
nber held forth the contrary in the whole 

wrſe of his Doctrine and Practice: But if he zu. 
nth whom I now deal hath- had his Hand a- Mat. 13. 
inſt any, which for Conſcience fake could: _ 
the. his Perſon, ſo: as to impriſon their Per- 

"ns, or ſpoil their Goods for things done in 
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Ibedience to the Light of Chriſt in their Con- 
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| de found in God's Day perſecuring theirBer- 
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ns, under the pretence of perſecuting the De- 
and their Sin, which nafl w-cave | 1 
al Prlcemons ever had; ur bout. 
5 and c geile that he may know it 
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yet alive, That he is at leaſt guilty of their * 


Iſa. 23. 
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divers Profeſſors (but not Profeſſors of the ſame 
Life) have done) ſhall certainly fail; for hither 
to hath the Lord helped us, and bleſſed us, and 


in the Sight of our Enemies; and I know tha 


ſter, who followed Fobn of Leydon, and though 
Enemies with carnal Weapons; for though the 


them, we know that that which led them in 
DOproars, War and Bloodſhed, was not the Spirif 


our Enemies, and to ſave Mens Lives, and not td 
n 2d, wn bled aol 
And for the corrupt Principles and Practiſes o 

. _ thoſe called Ranters, we have given Teſtimon 
againſt them; which all that have heard and du 
weighed in that Spirit that tries all Things, can 

- witneſs that we are as far from them as Light 

| from Darkneſs; but whereunto ſhall I liken the 
Men of this Generation? For when the $pirit 
of Chriſt doth ſo work in the Hearts of apy, tha 
they cannot run with the World into Rioting and 


_ Mat. 10, 
8 


0 882 
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who ſaid, Come, ler us ſmite him with the Tongue; ul 
port ye, and we will report it: But ſurely, the Lore 
ſees how we are ſet as a Mark for every one iq 
ſhoot at, and I am perſwaded that when he hat 
fully tried us, he will rowl away the Reproach 
from us for ever: And their Eyes that wait t 
ſee us ſtumble and fall into foul Enormities (2 


made us to ſtand in the $ufficiency of his Grace] 


his Prefence is yet with us, and we are of him 
and not of that Spirit that they were of at Mun 


to build up Sion with Blood, and beat down it 
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might pretend to be led by the Spirit withig 


Chriſt which leads us, for it teaches us to love 


p of 


Exceſs, | then preſent] y- they | will call it Beeixelul 
or the. Devil transformed into an Angel of Light 
as the Phariſees did unto Chriſt in the Nays 27 


* I 1 F 


gn Co 
fleſi; and if they called the Maſter of the Houſe 
Belzebub, no wonder if it be more done to them 
o his Houſhold. But as for Self-mortification, 
voluntary Humility, and will worſhip, whereof 
we are accuſed, we know it avails not ; but thoſe 
which do by the Spirit mortify the Deeds of the 
Fleſh, ſhall find Comfort in ſo doing, and an hum- 


doth fear God and tremble at his Word, howe- 
ſer that be reproached as one of the Devil's 
Tricks 3 yet ſuch'a one God delights to teach 


de is, do not worſhip in our Wills, but in Spirit 
nd Truth; neither do we ſay, That it is a per- 

{& Demonſtration of Humility to caſt away Band. 
rings, Lace and Ribbonds, though we believe it 
Duty incumbent upon us to abſtain from wea- 
ting Things Superfluous and Unſerviceable ; and 
ao from all Exceſs in Meats and Drinks, though 
we know the Kingdom of God ſtands: not there- 


modeſt Apparel, according to the good Example | 
ofthe Ancient Chriſtians © ' 2 _ © 
And further 1 do obſerve how the Author of 
that writing with which I now deal, hath often 
miſrepreſented our Doctrines and Practiſes, as fur- 
ther may appear by a ſerious View of his, and 
what follows, whereby I perceive he doth not 
nghtly underſtand us, and I am perſwaded did 
never regularly try our Spirits, either by a ſober 
tearing of our Doctrines declared by our own 
Mouths and Pens, or by his own View of our 
practiſes; but hath heard and believed what Evil 
nd Prejadiced Men have maliciouſly Pringed and 
lid againſt us, on purpoſe to ſlander and render Na 
 Odious: Therefore in anſwer to what is ſaid 
Wi e 


. 
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de Heart, with a broken and contrite Spirit which a. 57] 


ind dwell inz and we with whom his Taberna- Chap.$63 


in, yet we defire to be found Temperate, and in * 710, 


+ at 
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Againſt us, 1 ſhall labour rather (for the ſtoppitg 
of Slanders, and to prevent Miſconſtructions ) 0 

inform the Reader of the Truth of thoſe Do. 
Arines which we do Believe and Practiſe, than 
particularly to traduce the Author with whom! 
re to deal, though in many things more 1 
might ſhew wherein he hath wronged us, and 
given unſound Conſtructions both of Scripture and 


our Doctrines and Practices. 


Concerning the Scriptures, and concerning the Nd, 
S Spirity and Light within, 
Concerning. the Scriptures, I fay, we do not 

flight them, nor caſt them off as a Dead-Letter, | 
Paper and Ink; but own them which Moſes and 
the Prophets, Evangelifts and Apoſtles did write or 
ſpeak forth as they were moved by the Spirit of 
God, ( fo far as they are free from falſe Tran- 

. ſcription and corrupt Tranſlation ) to be the very 
Words and true Sayings of God, and therefore} 
not to be lighted, but read, believed and pra- 


6 t 
.  Qiſed by every true Chriſtian ; but they that are 1 
2 Pet. 3- unlearned of Chriſt, whoſe. Hearts ate not ela. ;; 
bliſhed by the Grace of God, dopervert or welt þ 
the Scriptures out of their right Place to their Yi |; 

own Deſtruction, not rightly diſtinguiſhing be-M i 

twixt the Law and Goſpel-crimes, nor betwixt that |; 

which was abotiſhed for the Unproſitableneſs there-WM t 

of, and that which God hath eſtabliſhed for ever 1 
and therefore we de direct all to that Word o 


* God which was in the Beginning, before the! 
FSC. criptures were written, of which the Scriptures} 
| Red teſtify, that it is Life, and is the Light of Men] 
Fate he that ſhines in Darkneſs, even in Mens dark Heatts, 
ſhewing the Groſſneſs and Corruption * w h 


 F LAY. 5 
ve WY Hats 3 1 ſay, this Word which was and is God 
to Wl the Saviour of all them that believe, who ſearch- 

o. ech all Hearts, and incomptchenfibly dwells in his 

an kingdom that is in Man, and doth reprove Man 
br his Unbelief, and Evil Deeds, we do direct all ii 15 
Iso wait to know this ingrafted Word and hearken 2: 21. 

W i it, that they may not be unlearned, but all 
unght of the Lord, that Spirit, which Holy Men 7": 
of God knew and did believe in, and were moved 0 

r led by, before the Scriptures were written; 

that ſo by this Interpreter, one of a Thouſand, Peo- 

le may have the Scriptures opened, and feel the 

power of God, and have Faith in the Power and 

ive in the Life that the Primitive Chriſtians lived | 
in; and thus to direct People to the Word, Spi- 45. 25. 
it, or Light of God within, is none of the Devil's 7, 18. | 


+ 
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or Work (as he ſaith) but the Work of Chriſt's \ 
tou Ancient Miniſters ; neither doth ir make void the : 744, 1. g 
fan- Sriptures, but eſtabliſheth them in their right Place? 3 

ery ll s true Declaration: And the Lord Jeſas Chrift, nn 
fore WM who is that quickning Spirit (which doth enligh- Tacks © + 
pra · ¶ tn every Man that cometh into the World.) in his richt. | 
are} 


Face, as the Foundation which unto all Genera- In. 
tm: ſtandeth ſure; neither can our direRing peo— | 
ple to this Foundation ( Cbriſt the Light which en- 4 
lightens their Conſciences ) have ſuch H Effects as 
and De- 


be-Bf to lay them open to all baſe Luſts, Eifo 

chat ig uon, for all thoſe Things are condemned with 
gere- the Light, and they that believe and do ſucli f 
ver; Things go from, and againſt the Light in their 

d of own Confciences NY We 


Concerning the Tal of Spirit. = 

W | lay, The Apoſtle gave forth noſuch Command, 
„that we ſhould try the Spirit of God by the 
„ „%%%ͤͤQ - 8 


Rs ö 

Scriptures, for it is moſt abſurd to try the Superl. 

or by the Inferior; and no Man can rightly un. 

| derſtand the Scripture, nor diſcern Spirits, whe. 

* cor. a ther they be of God or no, but by the Light of 
the Spiritof God with n: Therefore are they wor. 
thily reproved who prefume by ſtrength of Rez. 
fon, ſharpneſs of Wir, and humane Learning, both | 
7er. zi. to judge of the Scripture, and of the Spirit of Gud, 
33. and its movings in Men, as the Scribes, Phariſees 
and chief Prieſts did, who in their Pride and Self. 
Ia. 8. wit fate as Judges of the Law in the Letter, and 
Fah. 10. thereby condemned Chrift the Prince of Life, and 
6, alſo his Bleſſed Martyr Stephen, as Blaſphemers tha 
were not worthy to live; and this was the Fruit 
24 of trying the * Spirit by the Scripture, 
the Scriptures 10 . when Man's Wiſdom fate as udge of 
Rule, but not the only both, which is rather to be judged by 
tes, 29 SME them both: And let ſuch as know no 
e other Rule whereby to try Spirits but] 
the Scriptures, confeſs that they are ignorant of 
the Law written in the Heart, and of the Tel. 
mony of Jeſus, which is the Spirit or Word of 


= 5" ©. ax = to . oc mem wo 


Propheſy that is near in the Heart, even the more 0 
fure Word, ſurer then the Words .of the Prophets Ml l 
or Apoſtles, which may be wreſted ; for it is 2 & 
Light in a dark Place ( viz. the Heart) to give f 

Mana true Underſtanding of their Words; and his de 

Law that is written there, is perfect and unalier- ® 

able; and by this Rule Holy Men of God tried Spi- f 
rits before the Scriptures were written, and fo all fi 
the Spirits that are gone out into the World may pu 
be tried, and thoſe that are contrary to it arc ft 
alſo contrary to the Scriptures rightly underſtood, E 

nd therefore under the Judgment of both; br 
2 Petr, dut the Spirit of God judgeth all Things, buff te 


no Man; therefore 1 PA 


| # ought to be judged o 


„„ j 

gill be their Accompt that call it the Devil, 

ind its Motions, his Impulſes; for all Sins and : 
laſphemies againſt the Son of Man may be forgi- 

ren, but the Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Spirit Mat. 12. 
fall not be forgiven, neither in this World, nor in??“ 
that tO come. | 1 eas h 1 f 


Concerning P E R F ECTH ON, | 


We ſay firſt, That we have ſinned and God 
bath let us fee it, and we have confeſſed: it, and 
he hath forgiven it through the Blood of Chriſt, 1 70.1. 
which doth waſh and cleanſe us from it, and by 7 
his Power we are kept from ſinnin yet do we 
not boaſt of Perfection in * our ſe Wes, becauſe + or | 
\by the Grace of God we are what we are: HW --. 
beit we know that it is the Commandment of Chriſt, 
that we ſhould. be perfect, even as our Heavenly Fa- ma, 3. 
ther is perfect; and therefore we are perſwaded it 48. | 
z not impoſſible for us to be ſo + whilſt here in] vote 1 
this Life, for he is not ſuch an hard Maſter to Tobe re-. 
command a ee And moreover, by one ine, 
Ofering he hatch for ever perfected them that are nage 
Unified ; and wie are Sanctified through the Of. —_— 
fering of the Body of Jeſus once fox all, there- 1, 13. 
fore perfected for ever: And this was, and is the | 
rery end for which he ſends forth his Miniſters, 25%. 4. 1 
eren to gather the Saints into the Unity of the 11. 12 
Faich, unto a perfect Man, unto the meaſure, 1 7. 
fulneſs and ſtature of Chriſt, who even for this 5. 10 21, it 
purpoſe was manifeſt, to take away Sin, and de. 


— — — — A+. 
— 


_ 
— — - + * — 


r e ,]§ mer EPA er ter, — 4 = * — 
— — — — — — — — 


troy the Works of the Devil; but if any will yet 
ay, that cannot be whilſt here in this Life, fort 
lome Sin will remain in Men whilſt on this ſide - 1 
the Grave ; let them anſwer me thefe Queſti- j 
ons. 7, Whether they believe that any ſhall enter 

: Los + ways: 
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into or inherit God's Kingdom ? 2. And if yes, Ml © 


what time and ples ſhall they be cleanſed, and 
their Sin perfect 


it, being perſwaded that there is no Purgatory 
wherein to be cleanſed after Death, and — 


leß. 11. 
25 


all themthat come to God by him, ſo that thoſe 
that are born of God and abide in Chriſt, Sin no, 


ſinneth is of the Devil, who ſinneth from the Be. 
ginning: And this Doctrine doth not tend to Ran- 


by the mighty Power of God from all Unrighte- 
Aion in the Life of Chriſt. 


Wee ſay and believe, that without the Suffering 
and Death of Chriſt at Feru/alem, no Man can be 
fayed, juſtifed or ſanRikiedz and therefore do they 
maliciouſſy or (at leaſt) ignorantly ſlander ' us, 


then whether they believe that they ſhall enter int 
it with ſome Sin in them? And if nay, then in 


ly done away, ſeeing they den 
it to be poſſible whilſt in this Life ? But we aff | 


that Chriſt Jeſus is able to fave to the uttermo 


neither can, becauſe they are born of God, and | 
his Seed remains in them; contrary to which 
Text no Ipgerpretation of it, or Argument can 
ſtand good but herein are the Children of God, 
and the Children of the Devil made manifeſt ; he 
that doth Righteouſneſs is of God, but he tha 


ting, as they that underſtand it not, ſay, but to 
courage People to wait to be cleanſed and kept 


ouſneſs, which is all Sin, and preſs on to Perfe- 


Concerning Salvation by Cbriß. : 


who ſay we expect not to be ſaved by Chriſt's : 
 Sufferings at Feriſalem, but by Chriſt's Suffering f a 
in us; for ſuch Words did never proceed from us, 4 

. tough we fay that it is not an Hiſtorical Knoy- 5 


| ledge ud Belicf of what Chriſt faid and fuller 


cd 


„ + 1 
od at Jeruſalem ſixteen hundred Years ago, chat 


5 an or doth fave any Man without feeling of his 
Wl grit, Power and Life made manifeſt within, to 


BG eo kan a ws Phil, 3. 
d nk them conformable to him in his Death, and o. 


nile them together with him to live in the Vir- 

we of his Life, by which Life we as well as the 

ry Ancient Chriſtians are ſaved, and we are ſandifed r, © 
nd juf ified in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by. 
e Wl is, and all his Works are perfect: And therefore Ido : cer. c. 
ot diſtinguiſh betwixt the Righteouſneſs which is of. 
1d Wl Faith, which the 70 worketh, and the Righte- 

ch olgele which is of che Law performed by Man's 

2n WM own strength; for though the one be as filthy 
d. gs, yet fo is not the 55 r ; therefore is he the 
he MI foemy of Righteouſneſs that mingles them both 
at together, and treads them under foot as Dung and 
e. Droſs; therefore let all that love their Souls, love 
m. Wl Criſt the Righteouſneſs of God and follow after 

to bim, chat they may be made Righteous, and have 
-pt Wl bar boldneſs in the Day of Judgment which the - -|if 
te. WM fncient Chriſtians had, becaule ( faid they } as,;y, 8 
fe. is ſo are We in this Word.. 


Concerning SWEARING, 


To Swear at all in Goſpel-times, is no part of God's 
ftp; therefore it 15 no Delufon,' but the Trath, 


de bet males as refuſe to Swear in any Caſe, 
ey wh : 


us, , For though Swearing was uſed in the time of 
ls Death's Reign from Adam to Moſes, and that by 
vgs WY "me of God's People; and not only ſo, but com. 
us, Mianded in ſome particular Caſes hy Moſes and che 
w- bopbets in the time of the Law); yet a greater 
er. N Fophet being rajſed, 10 1 they all gaye 1 | | 


„„ a ic 5 

ings, ſaith he, A/ Brethren Swear notz neither by Fan. 3. 
. nor by Earth, ( Mark ) nor any other Oath h; 
but lar your ea, be yea, and your nay, nay, leſt je fall 
into Condemnation : Therefore we cannot Swear by 
Heaven, nor the Things therein, nor by Earth, 
nor the Things therein, nor by any other Oath, 
though by ſuch Chriſtians as be in the Apoſtacy 
fom the Spirit and Life of Chriſt, it be accounted 
Lawfal ; for if we did Swear at all, we ſhould 
juſtly fall with them into the ſame Condemna- 
lion. | 1 5 


Concerning the Worſhip of G 0 D, and why we 
ſeparate from them that worſhip in Temples 


made with Hands, 


Firf, Becanſe we do thus believe and declare, 
That GO D is a Spirit and dwells not in Tem- 48. „ 
ples made with Hands, neither is rightly' wor- 4% 15 
ſhipped there, and therefore we cannot joyn 24,25. 
with them in Worſhip, that be erred from te 
pirit, and from the Truth, and do in their urs. 
Wills worſhip in Vain, having their Fear to-%% 
wards GO D taught by Men's Ptecepts, and 
eir Worſhip conſiſts not of GO D's Ordi- 
nance, but in divers Obſeryations, Inventions, @_ 
and Traditions, which are. not the Command- 2 4. 
ments of the Lord from Heaven, but rather a 
loathing to his Soul, and a Grief to his Spirit 
becauſe in Matter and Manner they are con- 
ary to the Primitive Chriſtians worſhip; For 
I, They did ngt ſprinkle Infants, and call 
hat Baptiſm into the Church, that we can find 
in the Scripture, nor in Hiſtory, far near the firſt 
oo Years z neither was it a part of their Worſhip to 


e ling T 


„„ HS 
ſing David's Pſalms in Rhime or Metre, a jy 


theſe days Men do, who are far enough from 
the Condition that David was in when he gare 
forth the Pſalms; and beſides, the Miniſtersthat 


were allowed among the Primitive Chriſtians, did 


not read Prayers for Money, nor Study Sermons 


to laſt an' Hour, and Preach them for Money; 


neither did the Primitive Chriſtians love to have 
it ſo, as the titular Chriſtians now do; who by 
their Diviſions, Envying, and Perſecuting about 
. Worſhip, do make it manifeſt, that they are nei. 


17, 18, 
2 Tim.3, 
5. 


ther in the ſame Spirit, nor Worſhip in the ſame 
manner as the Primitive Chriſtians did; and there. 
fore we ſeparate from them; which we have ſuf. 
ficient Ground to do, tho they had the very Fun 
of Godlineſs, which yet they have not, ſeeing they 
are out of the Power which ſhould Crucify them 


to the World, and the World to them; and are 
_ conformed like to the World; and for the gene- 


rality of them, do live in ſenſual Luſts, if not in 


open Profaneneſs: But altho' we cannat for Con- 
ſcience-ſake joyn with them in their Worſhip, be- 


Feb. 21. 
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cauſe we do in Heart believe it is not right; yet WM 
do we not (as he faith) caſt of 4 Worſvip ad WM 
Ordinances of God; for we are ſought out by 
the Father to Worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth, 
where we have found Acceptance with God at | 
what time ſoever, and whereſoeyer we have been 

athered together to wait upon him, whether by 

ay or in the Evening, as the true Chriſtians 
were, when Paul continued his Speech till Mid- 
night; and ſometimes we meet in a Believer's 
Houſe, upper Chamber, Field or Barn, as the An- 
cient Chriſtians did, who were gathered out of 
the World, and ſeparated from the Jews wordly 
Sanctuary, and Heathens Temples, and yet were 
not of thoſe that did creep into Houſes, Lake 


L 139 J 5 By 

tate themſelves, Senſual, not having the Spirit, 
10 more than we are, tho' by ſuch as accuſed 
hem, and perſecuted them, we have all manner 
f Evil ſaid againſt us falſly, and are perſecuted 
they were, becauſe for Conſcience-ſake we can-. 
jo: ſorſake the Aſſembling of our ſelves toge- 
der, as the manner of ſome is, but muſt meet to- xs. rs. 
ether in the Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that % 88. 
ye may enjoy his Preſence, and Comfort and Edify 06. 

ne another in Love, e. 


Concerning Miniſters and their Maintenance. 


We do ſay, How ſhall they Preach and Declare 
uto us the Mind of God, except they be Choſen Ron. 1a, 
ad Sent of God? And therefore we do deny to ?. 
tar ſuch as Run, and are not Sent of God; but 
fr Lucre and Honour's ſake, take upon them to 
Preach and Speak of thoſe Things, which by Wif= = 
tom, Humane Learning, and Natural Parts, they for 5, 
an never underſtand, but do darken Counſel 744332 WM 
ty words without Knowledge; for the gene- _ 
Irality of them fay, That Revelation is ceaſed; and 
tht they have no Viſion in theſe days ;, therefore we : 
vonder not, that they and their People are folg- WM 
torant of God; For none knows the Father but the mat. 11. = 
Sm, and he to whom the Son reveals him: Neither 27 — 
© we wonder why ſo many Perifh for want of 
me Knowledge (tho we greatly pity to fre 
I} for we Know, that when the Teachers haue 
Ion (as by their own Confeſſion they have 18.277 
It) the People Periſh ; Therefore we dare not 
lt our Souls with them, tho? People that have 
itching Ears do chuſe them for their Paſtors; or 
ſuch Ts = kaun 7 Dominion 
ner Peoples tences, impoſe them upon us; 
r the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the Biſhop of nf 

en R 
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ꝛ7 ret. a. and he hath given us Paſtors according to his own 


727.3. 13 Heart, that feed us with Knowledge and Under. 
_ Mat. 10. ſtanding, and lead us to living Springs, and a Fold 


4 


8.9, 10. of Reſt, and them we do dearly Own and Eſteem, 


for their Work's ſake, that be Chriſt's true Mi. 


niſters, whom he hath Sent, and doth Furniſh and 
Enable, by the Gift of his Spirit, for the Work 
of the Miniſtry, who freely, without Money or 
Price, have received the Word of Reconciliation, 
and do freely Preach it, coveting no Man's Silver, 
or his Gold, nor his Corn, nor his Hay, nor his 
Wool, nor his Lambs, but do caſt their whole Care 
upon the Lord that hath ſent them; and do Plow 
in Hope, Plant in Hape, and Threſh in Hope, 
that the Ground may be broken up that hath 
brought forth Briars and Thorns, and the true 
Seed grow to a Blade, an Ear, and Corn in the 
Ear, and then be feparated from the Chaff; and 
ſuch as theſe ſhall never be fruſtrate of their Hope, 


nor want neceſſary things pertaining to this Life, | 


tho' they know not to Day what they ſhall have 
Ds. 25, to Morrow: I know that they that Preach the Go- 
no Pang 4 ſpel, ſhall never want a Livelihood: But he tha 
ii. hath ſent them will take care to provide them a Marſe 
n due Seaſon; and ſuch as theſe (tho' ſome of 
them have no more certain Dwelling-place than 
the Ancient Miniſters of Chriſt had) are made 
Ea. . manifeſt in our Conſciences, and ſo far approved 
16% and owned as the Miniſters of Chriſt. But for 
the Company of Prieſts that are made by Man; 
Will, and have the Law of a carnal Command - 
ment for to uphold their Miniſtry and Mainte- 
nance, and claim Tithes of Men's Increaſe, 4 
Thing not mentioned by the Ancient Chriſtians; 
and When for pure Conſcience-ſake (and not for 

any corrupt Ends, as our manifold. Sufferings may 
Evince) we cannot uphold that Fewiſt * 


. 

mind Antichriſtian Practice, which hath been intros 

r. jiced in the dark Night of Popery, then do they 

deus at Law, caſt us in Priſon, and make Spoil of 

n, our Goods, ordinarily the treble Value of what 

i- WF they demanded, but ſometimes amounting to the 
dl WM neble treble Value of what they ſaid was due; 

rk nich hath brought ſuch a Blot on them, as ſhall 

or Wl ever be wiped off; and manifeſts them to be 

n, Wl ſich as Peter ſaid, had Hearts exerciſed with covetous 
„ Practice:; and ſuch grievous Wolves as Paul ſaid 
is ſhould come, not ſparing the Flock ;, therefore we 1 Pet. 2; 
re do turn from them to the Chief Shepherd, who 4, 10, 
lach redeemed us from being a Prey to them. 2. 


th Concerning Womens Speaking. | 


he That Daughters did Propheſie in the Congregati- Numb. 

nd ons of God's Ancient People, is evident; for to 1/rael * 

de, Cod ſpoke by or in Miriam, in the Days of Moſes; 

fe, I and again, he ſpoke in Peborab to Iſrael, and judged 54g. 4. 
ve Wl them by the words of her Mouth, who fat under 4,556. 
0- the Palm-tree for many Years, in the Days of Ba 
bat nt: And Joel ſaid, that when God did pour Foe! 2: 
i forth his Spirit, Daughters ſhould Propheſie, as . 29 

of vel as Sons ; and one Man had four Daughters 1 
an that were Propheteſſes in the Apoſtles Days; and 35. 
de divers Women were Helpers of the Apoſtles in 

the Work of the Miniſtry, as is both evident in 

for WM the Acts of the Apoſtles, and in the Epiſtles, where 

s ad alſo gave Rules how they ſhould Prophecy, read = 
ad- bying, Thar - every Woman Praying or Prophecying vom. r 
e: with ber Head uncovered, diſhonoureth her Head : W 5 
And where ſhould the Woman Prophecy, if not = 
Wi n the Church? Seeing the ſame Apoſtle com f 
for Wl nendeth that Gift above many for Edification of 1 
a the Church; and faith, That Prophecy ſerveth nos | 
- fir them that believe not, but for them that * TE 

and wy e an 
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ſo that it is evident, that altho* he did not permit 

a Woman to Speak in the Church, nor uſurp Al. 

thority over the Man, yet he did permit the pj. 

rit of God to ſpeak in Women, as we do; for we 

dare not forbid it, leſt in ſo doing we ſhould quench 

the Spirit, which they have the Promiſe of, as wel 
CCC 
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Concerning Superiours and In feriours, and the Hour 
that is due from the one to the other + Alſo ca- 
cerning Titles, Courteſy, and Salutation by the may, 


% „ In the Beginning God did Create all Nationsf 
26. one Blood, to dwell upon the Face of the whole 
Earth, that they might glorifie his Name, and 
live Innocently in Love one to another ; but ſince 

the Seed of the Serpent was received in Man's 
Heart, that naturally inclines him to Pride, Vio. 
lence, and all other foul Enormities i We are pers 
faded that by God's Ordinance ſome have a $y- 
periority given them, for the Puniſhment of evil. 
doers, and a Praiſe to them that do well: Ay, 

Firſt, The Husband over the Wife. 24h, The 

© Parents over the Children, the King over his Sub- 
jects, and the Rulers over the People, in their ſe- 
veral Countries and Liberties ; alſo Maſters over 
their Servants, and Miltreſſes over their Hand- 
maids ; and to theſe Superiours we are perſade, 

- by the Lord, that there is an Honour due from 
Inferiours: And in his Light we do ſee and know 
that it conſiſts not in vain Ceremonies, wherein 
there is no Service to God or Man; ſuch as un- 


covering the Head, and bowing the Knee: And BF in 
therefore the Example of Jacob and Abraham, tho Bi ti 
good Men, who bowed to Eſau, and Abraum iv oo to 
the Hivites, a Heathen-Nation, will not warrant i Sp 
bs to Bow down and Worſhip Creatures agall He 


: a 
zur Conſciences, no more than their going into 
heir Handmands will warrant us to do the like; 
either doth due Honour conſiſt in vain Comple- 
| rents, which for the moſt part are frivolous, fain- 


xd and hypocritical, as, Tour Servant, Sir; I go 
ir, &c. but in diligent and ſpeedy Obedience te 


al juſt Commands of Superiours, and in patient 


cuffering under thoſe that are Unjuſt, doth due 
Honour conſiſt; for thoſe Children do moſt Ho- 
zour their Parents, and thoſe Subjects their Prince, 


which are of good Behaviour, Temperate, Sober, 
Wiſe and Humble, and do readily Obey all their 
juſt Commands, and patiently ſuffer Chaſtiſement 


for refuſing to obey that which is Unjuſt; and 
this Honour which is due from all Inferiours to 
duperiours, we do not at all teach any to with- 


bold; and therefore we can with Confidence Ap- 
peal to the Conſciences of our very Enemies and 


Accuſers, that we do deſign to level nothing but 


din, wherein we are juſtified by the Lord, who will 11. 2.11. 


bring down the Loftineſs of Man, and bow the Haugh- 
tineſs of his Spirit, and exalt himſelf alone, as in the 


there are Lords many, and one of them we can 


Heck Lady, but ſuch whoſe Election we know; 
ad why ſhould we call any ny Lady, as he urges, 


Beginning, for he is worthy, becauſe he alone is the 
Ind; and therefore we cannot call any Man The f cor. 2. 
Lord beſides him, tho* we know in the World 5, 


unleſs by Marriage-Union we have Intereſt in 
them? And for ſuch as do any way demonſtrate 
tous, that they are of a Noble and Honourable 
Spirit, we ſhall not ſtick to call them Noble or 
Honourable, as Paul did Feſtus and others; but 
” e ee AO Me A NG 


all 4 Lord, but not the Lord, nor my Lord, be= 
cauſe God is the Lord, and there is none our Lord 
beſides him; and in like manner, we can call ſome 
Ladies, as the Ancient Chriſtians did, yet not any 
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%. we ſee they are moſt degenerate from true Nobili 
ty and Chriſtian Faith (and ſo leaſt deſerye it) 
which do ſo eagerly ſeek Honour one of another ; 
for to ſuch Chriſt ſaid, How can ye believe ? Ren. 
dring that as the Reaſon of their Unbelief. And 
further, a King we can call by that Title, and a 
Father by that Title, and thoſe that are our Mz. 
ſters, according to the Fleſh, by that Title, and 
every one in their place, by fach Titles as are 
neither Falſe, Flattering, nor Blaſphemous ; but 
Job 32. ſuch Titles as are ſo, we cannot give to any, for 
22 in ſo doing God would ſoon take us away. And 
for Courteouſneſs to all, both to Superiours and 
to Equals, where is the Man or Woman, among 
all our Neighbours, that hath been converſant 
with us, that can juſtly accuſe us, and ſhew where. 
in we have not been Courteous and Amiable to 
them? Unleſs they count it diſcourteſy to be re- 
proved for Evil, or not to have their Perſons 
worſhipped and adored as God, with uncovering} 
the Head, and bowing the Knee, which is uſu 
when we approach to him in Prayer ; and if with- 
holding that from Men, be eſteemed diſcourteſy, 
let them ſhew where God commanded it, or the 
> aps Ancient Chriſtians gave it, ſeeing Mordecai deni- 
.. 5.6, ed to give it (when required by a King) to Ha- 
man, a Perſon of great Place, tho thereby he did 
not only endanger his own Life, but the Life of 
all the Jews throughout the Provinces of Babylon, 
And further, if any do judge us not Courteous 
for ſpeaking to them in that Language which God 
and Nature hath appointed, for diſtinction betwirt 
Singular and Plural Numbers, viz. Thou to à lin-W 
gle Perſon, whether Superiour or Inferiour ; and 
Ton, to many; then let them come forth and ſhe 
the contrary to be a Courteſy commanded, ot 
commended by God or any of his Saints. And 


fol 
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45) 
for not uſing. divers other vain Cuſtoms. and Man- 

| [ers of the Nation in which we. live, I know we 
xe accuſed of Diſcourteſie and Unmannerlineſs ; 

s for not uſing the Drupkards Cuſtom and Man- 
der in drinking. one to another, and pledging, 9 
hoſe. that drink to us; and for. not uſing the ig- 
rotant Peoples Cuſtoms, and Manners, in ſaying, = 

Gl Even, and; God Morrow, when we meet them; 

ad other: Things, herein People. will, not be 

held Guiltleſs for raking God's Name in Vain, 2:.20.7 

nd uſivg, ſuch words aß corrupt good. Manners; 


nd therefore we cannot be. conformable to them, 

o' for it we futter Revroack : And ſte if the 

zuthor of that Writing, with whom I now deal, 

hd met ſome of Chriſt's Ancient . N he 

would have ſaid, They had gone by Men like a Hog 

4 Cow ( as he faith we do) when they were 
Obedient to Chriſt's Command, who ſaid, Salate £4104 
„ Man by the High-way z and the Prophet ſaid, FA. 2 
ay Salute thee, anſwer them not again. But in all 
aher Things, Wherein we may do any Service to 

God or our Neighbours, where is the Man that 

can ſay, we Refuſe, or are Diſcourteous, or Un- 
neighbourly ? And from whom have we with- 
bolden, either Rents, Debts, ox othex. Cuſtoms (as 

le accuſerh us) which in righteous Reaſon and 
Conſcience is due ? But ſure our blameleſs Con- 
ſerlation, in theſe Things, may by this time have 
lopped the evil Surmizings and Gainſayings of 

tur Adverſaries; and therefore I ſhall commit our 

Czuſe to the Lord, who, I am perſwaded, will yet 
vore and more plead it, and clear the Innocency 

0f thoſe that love him, by the riſing of his Light, 

which is a faithful Witneſs in all Conſciences, to 

which we deſire more and more to be made ma- 

leſt: And therefore we deſire that all ſober People 
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may take heed of receiving falſe Inſormatlons ant 
us, whereby both they and we may be wrong d; but 
rather firſt hear what we declate and hold forth, 
jon mem judge of it, and Us, according to the | 
of 88 Spirit Wich God gives them, and 
ed to he Scriptures of Truth: And if by 
„ 8 i they find us hold forth or practice tha 
4.2 which i. conttary to either, let them avoid it; 
for on nd Man's Conſtienet would we impoſe ary 
_ Thing which he cannot freely receive, no more 
than we would be impoſed upon; for it is our 
Principle, n do um al 8 even as we would h 

done mito. ES. | 
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The Breathings of a Priſoner for the 
Teſtimony of Oe who in the Deep hath. 
ſeen the Afflictions of his People, and can - 
dot hide his Praiſe who ſupf 1 chem, nor 

with-hold his Complaint, ecauſe of the 

| Hardneſs of Men's Hearts, but cries unto 
the Lord God, of Righteous Judgment, for. 
the Deliverance of his Own Feople. 5 


With a few Words of Exhottatioii and Advice: | 
Given forth as a Teſtimony of my deareft Love - 
to the whole Seed of God; becaufe I cannot 
otherwiſe Communicate it In this time of ty 
Reſtraint : 1. have been the more Large, that I 
may be refreſhed with you, and. you with me, 
in "hs overliowing Fountain . of our an 
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Wis Ps? 


he big of che Moſt High, ras te | 
-laboured according to the Oy which 
God hath given me, fince't appearing = 
of the Bright and Morning Star, which hath en- 
ightned the World, in whoſe Joy Tam po. treff; — 
nd my Peace is as a River, becauſe 1 bid nor my | 
Talent in the Earth, nor have ſtood ide in the 
A 15 but have 2 Wat wel _ 


wk — r 580 

break dow 1 Hedge, er (oy 

wur thy. tread U 1 oh 1 5 

bu ache foarifhing Brahches, and 
— 3 


—— — . — x  —— 
— 


Dod, I think upon thee, remembring the Kindneſʒ 


ſolitary in the Wilderneſs, and had'l nos to help: 


Beloved of | 


thy Preſence is yet amongſt us, and thou 2 


f 4 


W ilderneſs: For in the ever laſting Love of our | 


of thy Youth, and the Love of thine EIxoulals, 
wherein thou wert betrothed to the Lord wich! 
Judgment and Mercy, in the Day that thou ſat'ſt 


My Heart is brogen within and With thy 
G bak babe and Trag Moptlers ers wich 
hath reached unto en ſend forth theſe} 
ee that in the Spirit of Supplication wel 
may have Fellowſhip together, whilſt my Soul! 
faith untq God, pf baſt not caſt 17 1 
Jonli nog ſol #by 25 4% Þ 

den down”) for a "bing nought, neither given wy 
Plants of thine own BZ igbt-hand for 4 fool to their 
31 s Shall they 1 uh prevail, which come 


aſhing with their Teeth 40, devour: us 2 Andi 4 
wilt thou let thy Name be Blaſphemed, whereinl f 
thou haſt gat hered us, in Which we dotruſt? Fork g 


holdeſt not the Riches of thy Mercy from 
openeſt.thy Treaſure to s; and of thy dk wel 


| haye..xeceived. Strength, elſe we 6000 not. 520 i 
{cape din he non of Temptation, nor ſtood up ; 
gh be Free our deep Tryals; but when 0 
120 1 85 us weak, thou turned ſt not away thy! 1 

| Face, rom us, but ever . haſt ſtretched out thy h 

Richt- hand, r.uphold us, and haſt holpen us with} . 
2 aſi <lp; . — we call upon thee, thou ou] 5 

| pNn o hear, and giveſt us alſo 10%, 

| underln he Work of of th by Mouth. But Why 3 

dall tho ON 30 well ſhew thy ſelf unto the World 0 
6: 00 Þ$ | T they: Feb eg not chy way ? Bus 
becauſe, Cth 135 Sven thy Light into 
the 0 1 58. rather, and thath , 

oth: HY, ta 255 65 2 . — . 
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whom thou haſt ſent, and therefore do per- 
cute and ſeek to root up, not believing that we 
re thy pleaſant Plants: Although thou. haſt crea- 
ed us anew in thine own Image, and ſhewed thy 
Light, Life, Love, Virtue, Power, Patience and Good- 
vil towards Men, through us, yet do they not 
conſider, but think they do thee good Service, 
when they kill us all che day long: And when 
we do ſpeak to them in thy Name, and would 
un them from their Envy, Anger, Pride, Cove- 
twſneſs, Murders, Thefts, Lies, Adulteries, Fornicati- 
1 Oppreſſions, fs and the Evil of their In- 
rentions, unto the Light, wherein thy Fulneſs 
(wells, that therein they might walk with thee 
in newhneſs of Life, they reject our Teſtimony, 
nd fay we would delude them: And when we 
do declare thy Righteouſneſs, and ſhew thy Judg- 
nents at hand, becaufe Tranſgreſſions are multi- 
lied, and Iniquity drunk up as Water, their 
Hearts they harden againſt us, and mock at fear, 
rxither do they prepare to turn unto thee, but 
for our Love in warning them, give us the Wa- 
ter of Affliction to drink; and when we call 
them that are yet wandring with a Heart pan- 
ing for Living Water (but being gone aſtray from 
by Ways, do drink of the Whore's Cup, or, at 
bet, that Water which Men have fouled with 
their Feet) and ſay, Turn ye again to the Lord, 
md defile not your ſelves with the Inventions of Men, 
wither touch any unclean Things, but come forth and 
be 7 ſeparate, and our God will he a Father unto you, 
nd you ſhall be bis Children; then they reproach 
s as FatFiows, Sowers of Sedition : But if any do lay 
t to Heart, and believe our Teſtimony and re- 
urn, they meet them firſt with Flatteries, the; 


n Thea and Cres, which thy ſpread 
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VVV 
as the Snares on Mixpab, for their Feet, like the 
chief Prieſts, Phariſees, and Lawyers of Old, who 
would neither enter into the Kingdom themſelves 
nor ſuffer thoſe that were entring to go on: And 
when we are gathered in thy Name, and dofi. 


lently wait to feel thy Power, that in it we may | 


edify one. another, and drink at the Fountain of 
Life, which thou haſt opened unto. us, without 
Reverence to thy Name, they come upon us with 
open Violence to devour thy Lambs, meerly for 
drinking at the Fountain; yea, their Stroke upon 
us is very Ertel bechule w# love thy Precepts, and 
cannot derogatę from the Glory of thy Verity, 
who haſt made our Yee, Yea, and our Nay, Nay; 


and ſaid unto,,us by thy Son ſince the Law, Swear 


not at all; and though we have given our Checks 
to the Smiter, our Bodies to Priſon, and expoſed 

our Goods to the Spoiler, and patiently born ma. 
ny, other grievous Sufferings for the Truth's ſake, 


whereof thou haſt made us Witneſſes ;, yet will 


they not believe thoſe Things which thou haſt 


ſpoken by us, and what have We more to ſeal the 


Teſtimony with, which thou haſt given us? Un- 


lels thou wilt ſuffer the Whore to drink more of 


the Blood of thy Saints before thou bring thy long 
and often threatned Judgments. upon her, who yet 
fears them not, bur ſaith, Ir 4 Queen, and am mn 
Mido, neither ſhall. I ſee any Sorrow: And by what 
means wilt thou plead with Babylon, that faith, Sbe 


rb Lady of Kingdoms? Or who ſhall perſwade Men 


to fly out from her, that they periſh not in her 
_ . Plagues, for they are mad 8 bt Idols, and do 
mock thy Meſſengers, and do ſhamefully intreat 
ang ſtone thoſe whom thou haſt ſent to forewarn 
them; that they. may cleape the Wrath to come 
et with thee'is Mercy and Forgiveneſs, and! 1 


- 


WW 
tou wouldeſt not their Deſtruction, but rather that 
hy may turn and live: Therefore hear my Com- 
qlaift, and bow thine Ear to my Requeſt, for I 
0an within my felf, and my Spirit breathes thar 
hou may'ft ariſe in thy Mighty Power, and ſpeak 
by thy Righteous Judgments, that Men may fear 
fore thee, and the Nations be perſwaded to come 
othy Light, and Kings to the brightnefs of thy 
lng. Let thy Right Hand rent the Kail from off 
ll Hearts, that thy Salvation may be ſhewed open- 
lj, and Satan trodden under foot, for who elſe 
plufficient for theſe Things? But in the Day of 
lodignation, O Lord, Remember thine” Heritage, 
and let not thy Vineyard be rooted up, but ſpare 
thy People, and cauſe thy tender Plants to grow : 
Chain the Dragon, and let the Earth drink up the 
Floods that would hinder thy Spouſe from return- 
ing out of the Wilderneſs, where her place hath 
been in the long dark night of Apoſtacy : Bur 
ice the breaking up of the Day, thou haſt ſaid 
unto her that ſar Solitary, I am the Hausband of thy - 
Huth, therefore walk with me; and I will not leave 
thee, nor forſake thee, but lead thee unto the Mountain 
if my Houſe, and my Banner over thee ſhall be Love; 
and herewith thou haſt allured her, and fhie fol- 
bwerh hard after thee : But now, O Lord, our 


| Shepherd, we are compaſſed about with Adver- 


ſries, and grievous Wolves n prey 
upon thy Lambs, therefore abide thou with us, and 
break their Teeth, O God, that thy Flock may not 
be meat for them; for our ExpeRation is from 
thee alone, and we have not made Fleſh our Arm, 
becauſe our Hope is in thee; neither Tribulations 
nor Afflictions can ſeparate us from thee, for we 
lave appealed unto thy Righteouſneſs, who ſearch- 
& the Hearts, and trieſt the Reins of all Men, — | 


— 


[ 154 ] TM 
| thou may ſ give Judgment between us and they 

that do Afflict us; and if thou haſt not ſent 1; 
and commanded us to ſpeak, or if in Heart we be 
not innocent towards Men, and no way guilty gt 
doing or intending thoſe Evils where with they 
charge us, Then let our Hearts fail, and Confuf. 
on cover us before them in the Day of our Tryal: 


But, and if thou halt ſent us, and commanded u 


to ſpeak, and by thy own Power begotten us ing 
an innocent Life, then open thou our Lips, and le 
the Words of thy Mouth break through us, and 
ſick in the Hearts of our Enemies, that they may 
be pricked, like the perſecutors of Old, and not 
have Ability to reſiſt the Spirit and Wiſdom by 


which thou leadeſt us: For though we our ſelves 


know that we are of thee, yet do we paliently 
wait till thou decide the Controverſy, and in the 
Sight of all Men ſhew who are thy People; yet 
can I not ceaſe to breathe, that thou mayeſt ſhor- 
ten theſe Days of Trouble for thy EleR's ſake, in 
whom thy Soul delighteth, that no more may be 


laid upon thy little Ones than they can bear, leſt 


they faint, and their Adverfaries triumph, and (ay, 
Where # now ihe God in whom they truſted? O let 


them know that thou art near, and doſt hear the 


cry of the Oppreſſed; and upon the Glory of 
thy Name let there be a Defence, and ſo keep us 
in.it, to the end that it may never be diſhonoured, 
Now having refreſhed my full Heart, in ſpread- 

ing our Cauſe before the Lord, O ye his People, 
bear wich me a little, and let your Ears be inclined 
to hear a few Things which concerns your Peace 
For, becauſe I love you, I cannot with-hold from 
yau, that it is ſigniſied unto me, that whilſt you 
are beſet with Adverſ- -ies on every fide, the Eng; 


Wy 
ence to make g Breach amongſt you, and alſo 
gill tempt to every thing whereby he may weak- 
n you, and let your Adverſaries in upon you; but 
be Mall not be able to effect his Purpoſe, whilſt 
jou all, in chat Faich which woke by Love, 
Meckneſs and Gentleneſs, do hold the one Head, 
which is Chriſt the Light, and neither the Planters 


| nor the Waterers : For Him we preached, and in 


Him. we have believed, who is the Author of Eter- 
nal. Salvation from Sin, and fert Man's Re- 
lemption up to God; and you are Witneſſes that 

we have not preached up our ſelves, neither la- 
boured to ſet up him that Planteth, nor him that 
Watereth, as any thing in Campariſon of the pre- 
cious Truth of God, for which we now ſuffer ; but 


in plainneſs and Sincerity, not with Wiſdom of 


4 


| ads, but in the Demonſtration of the Spirit, we have 


manifeſted the Life and Power of God, that ye 
may know, believe, and be guided by it in your 
ſelres, and ſo. inherit Reſt and Peace with God, 
and not always ſand afar off, in the Expectation 
of ſome what to come, which is. an unſetled State, 
wherein they that ſtand may eaſily. be deceived with 
ivelling Words, or good Pretences, - wherewith 
the 2 (whoſe ways are moveable } 

decketh ther ſelf, leſt thoſe whom ſhe ſeeks to 
cach;iaher Snare, ſhould ponder the Path of Life, 

and fee that her Ways do lead to the Chambers 


of Death, and that her Steps take hold on Hell. 


But early beloved Friends and Brethren, Seeing 

we know that the San of God is come; by an in- 

vad feeling of his Preſence in Spirit, that hath 
gien us an Underſtanding that is true, and we 
look, not for another, but are rooted and ground- 
d in him 5 Let us hold faſt our Confidence, and 
füthfully follow him, and patiently N 5 rs 
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Croſs, that we may ever be his Diſciples, whois 
a quickning Spirit, and doth dwell in us; then 
| ſhall we no more wander amongſt Bryars and 
Thorns, but feed amongſt the Lillies of the val. 


tey, and drink of the Water of Life. 
But Friends, . becauſe all of you that are con. 


vinced, are not yet come into the Savoury Life, .o 
diſcern of Things that differ, you muſt take heeg | 


of preſuming to judge of Things that are beyond 


your Meaſure; for your Principal Strength and 


Safety is to be ſtill, and wait in the Light of the 


Spirit Witbin, that both your Faith and Wiſdom 


from above may be increaſed; and that will open 
you more and more to receive. Inſtruction, but 


will never let you ſlight nor reject the Spirit's Te. 


ſtimony in the Elders and Brethren, whom God 


did ufe as Inſtruments to turn you unto him, which | 
ſtill in the fame Love do watch over your Souls: 


Neither fhall you deſpiſe Propheſying, nor quench 
the Spirit that ſpeaks in the Mouth of Babes, who 


are of ſtammering Lips; but as Friends of the 
Bridegroom, rejoyce to hear his Voice in any In- 
ſtrument, by whom, or to whomſoever he ſpeaks | 
But take diligent heed, leſt you ſer up any Inſtru- 
ment above its place, or give unto it any part of 
the Glory that is due unto him that uſeth it, leſt | 
thereby ye kindle his Wrath, and cauſe 2 | 
td durn like a Fire: For if his Glory be given | 
to, and received by the moſt precious Inſtru- 


ment in his hand, he will caſt it away from him, 


and ſuffer it to be trodden under foot as the Mite | 


of the Streets. Therefore be tender of one ano- 


thers preſervation, and let all your affections be 


* 


9 * with Juſtice, Equity and Moderation, ſo 


* 


1 


e given 


mal you never puff up any above, nor caſt down | 


C 
q Preſerve the Body in the unity of the Spirit 
2nd bonds of Peace. 7 55 of 
and you that are as Children in Simplicity, 
gait that ye alſo in Underſtanding may be Men; 
nd take heed of being ſo affected with Simpli- 
ay, as to deſpiſe or hate Knowledge, like thoſe 
o whom Wiſdom cryed, and Underſtanding ut- 
red her Voice, and they would not hear; who 
food conceited in Ignorance, till Calamity. came 
won them, like an armed Man; but always bow 
down your Ears to the Inſtruction of Life, and 
do the Will of God, that ye may underſtand 
Doctrine and be of a ſound Judgment to try Spi- 
ris and Doctrines, whether they be of God or 
70: But in ſo doing, be ſure to keep your own 
labitations in a Meaſure of Light, and fee that 
4 Wl ccither Prejudice nor immoderate Affections bear 
„ ay in you; ſo will you ſee what ſtands in Uni- 
hk W 7 with che firſt Principle, by which you were 
o Wimed towards God, and is approved in his 
e iht, and tends ro; eſtabliſh you in Righteoul- 
wi that you may ſafely imbrace; but whatſoever 
och jar with the firſt Principle, and would diſ- 
j- dale and remove you from the Light within, 
f Wl (vherein' that which may be known of God is 
ſt nde manifeſt ) either by drawing into, uncouth 
e dd fngular Out ward Obſervations, or, by, promi- 
n beg Liberty, or a,greater Glory than chat which 
- de Light of the Spixit within hath given, us tio 
bid wich. open Face, / as in a Glaſs, and 


e alating you therainto; I ;ſay, that which by 

x bele Things would work Diſcontent in your 

e beſent NM aſures, and let you Looſe from waiting | 

> Mi God's Fear, inco the Comprehenſion of Things 
n {MW #ove your Meaſures, is Dangerous, and to be 
4 cchewed: And if any do hold forth ſuch Things, f 
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they, as well as ſuch which would draw 0h 
back into the Rudiments of the World, 0 Pei 
of themſelves, and ſeek their own Glory + 3 but be 
whom God hath: ſent, Saber the words of God, 
and ſeekethi his Glory ſent him. 
And if 9 — 4 Strife, Wars, or Omi 
ons do ariſe in the Earth, betwirt Man and Ma, 
or People and People where you inhabit, quel 
you in that Power which hath redeemed yon on 
of the Earth from amongſt Men, and that vil 
keep you ſenſible that you are not your Own, but 
bought with a Prices that you may be unto Gels 
culiar People: And therefore you ſhall not delle 
your felves with their Contentions, nor Strive, 
nor ſide with Parties, which fly to that Sword 
for Refuge by which they may Periſh : But ue 
having received and truſted in the Sword of the 
' Spirit, by which we can never Periſh, let us ſt 
down in that which keeps holy and harmleſs, and! 
ſeparate ftom Sinners; ſo ſhall his wondeffi 
Counſel, he is Prince of Peace, be with ut 
wherein we may be peace - makers, and been 
j1 the blefling'to be called "Children of Gog. 
And yon that are as yet not muctr/ "_ de 
with Sufferings, but are at Peace in yotr Dell 2: 
3 ugs, 'notie malting you afraid, Take heed Jeſt at} di 
any time you be ſecure fbr then may dhe Enc- ©: 
my intice you from a Senſe of God's Mercy to n 
Dok out at Creatures, and to ſet your heart on di 
, Earthly Things, and then if a Trial comes ſuaden-M ge 
Ip;ũ, and unex pected, it will de the heavief upon | 
I : arid Hi ough want of Preparation ye fa un. fa 
bn it, tes 8 it will be hard for you tg be raiſed m 
up again to ftand faithful tmto the End, Whereon f A 
PF dur Safety and the poſſeſſion of the Crown ol in 
5 Life, Depends: And if * de not conſtant a at 


1 6 
b 
7 , 
: ' 2 5 
= : | all 
I F . 
8 
ö 8 * - - bl 5, - » 
— \ . 
} A . : g 


I, 
fithſul in theſe laſt Trials, you loſe your Reward for 
Il chat ye have gone through: For, if any do put bi. 
hund to the Plough, and look back, my Soul bath no 
luſure in bim, ſaith the Lord. Therefore, as 1 
 Wyould that you ſhould not be diſmaid, nor fear 
oti-W the Threatnings, Excommunicarions, Fines and 
an; WM inpriſonments, or any other Thing which you 
vel BY nay ſuffer by the wicked Hands of mortal Men; 
ou 5 would I that you may both inwardly and out- 
vil v:cdly be prepared to ſuffer what man can do 
dot unto you: And whilſt ye behold the Lord re- 
mining their Wrath from breaking out againſt 
e you, bear a part with your Brethren that are Suf- 
he, fring under it, and God ſhall reckon it to you 
ord in the Day of your nec. 
ve © Finally, Dear Friends and Brethren, Be of one 
the Mind;- and live in Peace, and in the Name of the 
(Cr Lord keep your Meetings, that Love and Life 
and may abound amongſt you, and therein faithfully 
al inſtruct, admoniſh, and ( if need be) reprove one 
us, Wl mother; but let the Spirit judge all Things, and 
an vih an open tender Heart receive Inſtruction 
nd Reproof one from another; pondering it in 
edi deep Silence, and not meafuring it in the reaſoning 
ell bart, for that will grow high and work Preju- 
at WM dice againſt the Admoniſher and Reprover, if you 
ne · ſee not a preſent Cauſe, or need of ſuch a thing; 
to and thereby you may both hurt your ſelves, and 
on diſcourage thoſe that in Sincerity fought your 
en. good, whereby they may be cauſed in Silence to 
pon lament when they fee you in the like Danger, and 
un- fay, Ve called, but they would not hear: Therefore 
ell meaſure and bear all Things in the meek low Spirit. 
eon g And you that are ſtrong and Spirtually- minded, be- 
| of ing come over all cheſe Things, labour to reſtore 
nd i and raiſe up them that fall, and Comfort the Re 
e 1 
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2 roor 4 N 1 
| Expoſtilizion 
e With the 5 
B I SH O P 85 

891 80 called, 8 oi. ts 
ENG LAND: 


3 their Jurildifion © over | 
the People of God, called Quakers; with a 
few wholeſome Words of Exhortation and 
„Advice, tending to Unite Them with Vs 
n one true e nn 


4 


Rin, | 


Corti that many years are e paſſed, wherein . Wi. 
God's Hand hath eminently appeared in di: 
rers Overturns, ſince the former Biſhops were 

taken away, or did ceaſe to exerciſe that Office 

n their reſpective Dioceſſes; whether becauſe they It 
N JJ vere diſcountenanced by Authority, or for want 1 
Jof theiv Revenues, or for want of Love and Faith 
i Chriſt (whom they ſaid, call d them to Watch 

M „ 


— 


1162.4 


over, and feed his Lambs ) we ſhall not now 1 6 
mine; tho' we are perſwaded that the Office'of 4 
Biſhop, or Overſeer, that is made ſo by the Holy 
Ghoſt, is to Watch over the Flock of Chriſt, — 
Fes them, as well Lin t more chiefly ) in the 
moſt perilous Times of © Perſecution, as in the 
2 Times of greateſt Proſperity: * For the Overſeers | 
Winer, that were, an y the Holy Ghoſt, in the 
alſo the Primitive Times, di watch over their Flocks, 
nic 127. when they had neither large Revenues, nor Tem. 
tory poral Princes to uphold them, but were under 


Reg moſt grievous Perſecution : But when Men in Au- 


for the thority began to diſlike Way, and the Tem. 
1 poral Power and Large 33 which were an - 
nexed to your Offices were taken away, we know 
not one of the Biſnops that did ſtand in the Power 

of God, willingly, / — of a ready Mind, to watch 

_ over his See: But We, the poor Flock, were left | 

to wander, or become à Prey to ſuch as God did 

never Send or Ordain to be his Miniſters ; who, | 

whilſt they, were countenanced by Authority, en- 

deavoured with Force and Cruelty to Rule over | 
us, and did Feed theinſelves with the Fat, and 

Cloath themſelves with the Fleece, but did not 

Feed us, the poor ſcattergd Sheep; but with their 
Covetouſneſs and crucly, - alienated our Minds 

. | T7 from them, whilſt in Sincerity we did ſeek the 
1 Lord God: And when he ſaw that we were De 
ſolate and Forſaken, and none ſought after us, 
then did he remember the Promiſe that he had 

ned made of Old, declared by the Month of his Holy 
. Prophet Euakiel, and did ?hoth ſeek and ſearch us 
= out from. wandering upon the Barren Mountains, 


» vole ZZ am WwaAnaSs 0% oc. 
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and from amongſt the Briars and Thorns of the 

1 Wilderneſs, — did tear the Wool from of 
| us; and the Lord himſelf did become unto vs 3 
| Shepherd, and hath 2 us into his Fold, 
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where 


e 
where our Souls find Reſt, and he feedeth us in 
freſh Paſtures: So that we have no cauſe at all to 
turn aſide from following of him; for we are in 
Truth the Sheep of his Hands, not at all gathered 
by your Labours, nor by the Prieſts whom ye have 
ordained and ſent forth; neither hath any one 
of your Curates ever healed our Wounds, nor 
ſtrengthned us when we were Weak and Diſeaſed: 
Therefore in Juſtice and Righteouſneſs you can- 
not Claim any Spiritual Juriſdiction over us, nor 
at all Blame us for Separating from you, ſeeing 
you were firſt Separate from us; but if you 
have the Mind of Chriſt, you will rejoyce that 
we meet together in his Name, and obey his rt 5; 
Light in our Conſciences, tho* we follow not 3% 
e161 Þ 
g But if you Object and ſay, You have Spiritu- 
al Juriſdiction over us, and may juſily Blame us 
for Separating from you, becauſe that many of us, 
when we were Infants, were baptized into your 
Church, and did enter into Covenant to continue 
/ ² o 7-5 : = 
| We Anſwer, That then we were not at all 
capable to Know or Underſtand the Doctrine of 
your Church, and much leſs of true Faith and 
Baptiſm, and therefore we could not then enter 
into any ſuch Covenant as you ſpeak of: But if 
yon ſay, That we did it by our Sureties, who did Pro- 
miſe and Vow in our Names : We Anſwer, That 
to no ſuch thing were we then capable of con- 
ſenting; therefore you muſt wholly look to the 
Sureties which your Fore-Fathers took; and if 
they cauſed them to Promiſe and Vow that which 
they are in no wiſe able to perform, you may do 
well to take heed of doing the like to others: And 
now that we are come to Years of Diſcretion; till 
ve can ſee your Church in the Life and "_ "i 1 
„ e God, 
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God, and your Doctrine in all Things according 

to Godlineſs, we cannot for Conſcience-ſake joyn 
with you. VVV 

Therefore ( Friends) in all your Viſſtations, 


mind the Apoſtles Example, who went forth to 
44. 16. viſit thoſe to whom they had preached the Goſpel, 


35- chat did believe, and were gathered from the Jens 
Synagogues, and Heathen-Temples; and do not 
ſtretch your ſelves beyond your Line, nor ambi- 


tiouſly ſeek to be Lords over US, whom ye have 


not convinced to your Way, nor labourgd at all 
among us: For what have you to do to judge 

them that are without your Church? Therefore 

x cor. 5, take heed, leſt the Shepherd and Biſhop of our 
72. Souls (who doubtleſs hath Sheep which are not 
of your Folds) do judge you as bold Intruders, 
7b. 1% that would Lord over thoſe of his Heritage, which 
he never committed to your Charge. Therefore 
receive this Advice from us, who in Humility do 

27 zin reſpect the Office of a Biſhop, and can give dou- 
dle Honour to thoſe Overſeers that rule well, tho 
we can't give flattering Titles, nor reſpect the 
Prov. 28. Perſon of any Man; for in ſo doing, our Maker 
2. would foon take us aways; oi 


1. F#rſt, Come ye to the Light wherewith Chriſt 


| hath enlightned your Conſciences, that while you | 


ek to take the Motes out of your Brethrens Eyes, 
you may ſee that there are no Beams in your own, 
which may ſo blind you, that you cannot diſcern 

Tue 22: Tares from Wheat, nor a Wolf from a Lamb: 
. Therefore firſt begin the Work of Reformation in 
Pour own Hearts and Honſholds, till ye be wholly 
Blameleſs; as the Stewards of God, &c. according 
to the Apoſtle's Doctrine, 1 Tim. 3. & Tit. 2. 7,0 
9. And be not ye called Lords, becauſe Chriſt ſaid 
7? Pet-5-to- his Diſciples, The Princes of the Gentiles exercif 


* 


Lodſup, 


„ e ö oe wa, 
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Lordſhip, and their great Ones exerciſe Authority; but 


it ſhall not be ſo among yon: So in Obedience to 


Chriſt, if ye would be eſteemed his Biſhops, be 


ye good Examples to the Flock, that you and your 


Miniſters have convinced to your Way, and to 


all People, that you may have a good Report of 
them that are without; and be not lifted up with 
Pride, leſt ye fall into Reproach, and the Snare of 


——— — 


M3 as 


4. 


Mat. 23. 


a. 36. 
9,11. © 


[ 1661 
as Iſaiah calld greedy dumb Dogs, which never cap 
have enough, but all look to their own Way, every ont 
for his Gain from his Quarter; neither let them he 
ſuch as go in the Way of Cain, which will Envy 
and Perſecute; nor ſuch as go in the Way of 


1 am, for Rewards 5 nor ſuch as will {11 Words | 


for Money, which have Hearts exerciſed with co- 

7 © 13. Apoſtle ſaid, will not ſpare the Flock ( but even ſue 
People for Wages, whom they do not Work for) 
44, 20, Ueither let them. be at all Hirelings; for Chriſt 
29. ſaid, Such care not for the Sheep; but let them be 
| ſuch as do every way accord with the primitive 
Pattern; and let none of them be prophane 
Swearers, nor Drunkards, ner Idolaters, nor Adul. 

7oh. 10. terers, nor Fornicators, nor Gameſters, nor Scof- 


12,13. ers, nor ſuch as ſpeak Lies, and are given to Light. 


Mat. 12. neſs and fooliſh | eſting 7 for how can they that be Evil 


feat good Things? | 
„ Thirdly, Reform your People, that one may di- 


ſtinguiſh between your Church and the World: 


Separate the precious from the Vile, and withdraw 


from every Brother that walks diſorderly ; and let 
not your Church be made numerous with Unbe- 
lievers, nor ſuch eſteemed Members, as do live in 
Jer. 15. Covetouſneſs, Pride, Envy or MA nor any that 
19. is an Extortioner, or an Oppreſſor f the Poor, Fa- 
therleſs and Widows; nor any that live in Glut- 
$4.5 tony, Drunkenneſs, Rioting and Exceſs; nor an 
© that be prophane Swearers, Lyars, Cheaters and 
Eh. 3.3 Cozeners; nor any which abuſe themſelves with 
4,3. Mankind; nor any that be Murtherers or Man- 
layers; nor any that be Adulterers or Adulte- 


reſſes, becauſe ſuch have no Inheritance in the King. 
c. 6. dom of God, nor of Chriſt. And you that profeſs 
ee nme deen of the Gligren, 99m s 


* | : * 


vetous Practices, nor ſuch grievous Wolves, as the 


Orderly, or Accepted with. ig Moe” 
And when you. have 40d“ E re formed, your elves, 
jour Officers, Prieſts a your People 


aud in Fan if you bare, received the one, and 


e ; 

1 Body ; ; let not any be admitted Members, 5 Cor. 

ſuch as are N into it by the Spirit; for if 17 72.13. 
Men hote; not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none, .of bis; and ond. 

wy will Scoff, like nat? at the Moles of the 

je? in thoſe that are his. 


not in 'T; s made ue Vf } 2272 who! ly i in Ach £0 21,52 


know the other, you; wi will ſee that no.other Wor- 
ſip, beſides the Wo chi Spirit, is either Decent, 


and your Worſnip, till you e boch in Word, in 
Spirit, in Worſhip and Oonyęrſation, one with the 
primitive Chriſtians, that Men, may joyn with- on, 
and not tonch an unclean, Thing; then ſee if we 
cannot have Unity and Fellow ip with yon: "Bur i R 
the mean time let us ep y feed in our green Pa- 
ſtures, and follow Chriſt, the Shepherd and e 
our Souls, who leads us to living Fountains of <> 
ter; and "take heed of Curling us, whom the Lord 
hath Bleſſed, leſt it fall upon your own Heads: For 
until you have ſound Doctrine, and the Example of 
à good Converſation, with Chriſtian Love and 
Charity, to draw us to a Conformity, ye may de- 
ſpair to drive us by Force and Cruelty ; for the 
more of that ye do exerciſe upon us, the more 
ſhall we be confirmed; and it will alſo manifeſt 
your Church, yo to be the Lamb's Wife, but 
"oF Ay Father 


[ 168 1 
teu 17. rather a Daughter of that Mother of Barlots: | 
5 that hath drunk the Blood of the Saints and Mar. | 
6 tyrs of Jeſus. | 
Therefore conſider of theſe lings and think 
not to ſettle your ſelves with Threatnings, Ex. 
communications, Priſons, and the like; for by 
ſuch Things ye 7 convince Gainſayers, that 
| your Way is right; 3 nor at all ſhake them that be 
| in the Truth, tho' ye may fright Hypocrites, and 
make them come bending under yon for a Seaſon, | 
| till they can get over'you : Therefore it will be 
your Wiſdom to ſhew your Zeal, in caſting out 
the Filth from' amongſt your ſelves, -and ſuch as | 
> 8 your Way, and by a vertuous Life, and 
| - wholeſome Doctrine, ſeek to win ſuch as differ 
3 from yon; for Things are not now as they were 
Thirty Vears ago in this Nation; for Light is 
broken forth as the Morning, and your Steps will 
| be marked: Therefore wait that God may direct 
| you the right Way, Jo do untd all a, as 12 would 
| they Proud ao e 18 . 


Having ſpoken the Irath i in Love, We reſt y your 
Friends, defiring'that in Love ye may receive 
and read theſe ines; and do hot ſlight that 
which "concerns'your- peace in them, becauſe 
they are _ Tom us that be i in pn called 
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ſtſcript. 


loncerning the Proceedings of thoſe call d 
Biſhops, againſt is, - 
„ - 2 


Fotwithſtanding the Reaſons before- given, 
againſt your Juriſdiction over us, which 
nicht come to the hands of ſome of you ſeveral 
Years ago, and remains unanſwered unto this 
by; ye have, both againſt, Reaſon and Truthz 
proceeded againſt us in your Courts, and cenſurec 
x, over whom ye have no Power, and excommus- 
icated us, who never were of your Church, and 
xrſecuted ſome of the Lord's People unto Im- 
riſonment, and kept them in Priſon by your 
Writs of Excommunication, till Death, becauſe 
r Conſcience-ſake they could not conform to 
jour Way; ſo that to all the former Evils, of 
aich ye were faithfully warned, and adviſed to 


Of 


ur Weform, ye have added this alſo, of Impriſoning 
ve Ie Lord's Servants, or cauſing them to be Im- 


ſoned till Death, that in your Skirts alſo may 


uſe Ie found the Blood of the Saints and Servants of 
led ariſt Jeſus': Therefore repent, and ceaſe to ſmite 


ad perſecute thoſe which are the faithful Servants 
of Chriſt, whom you profeſs to be your Lord; 
ud do not, like the evil and flothful Servant, ſay 
Jour Hearts, He delays bis coming; leſt in an 
Hour when ye are not aware, he give you your 
otion with Unbelievers and Hypocrites, in utter 
Pakneſs, where: ſhall be Weeping,” Wailing, and 
bing of Tem: nh rates” 


5 TELLEETY, HE 
J Hs 


j 


daily encreaſed, that therein you may be ſtedfaſt 


. 
r 
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Whithoy-Seat, fenen ard in 
 Blackamores, Cleaveland, Biſhoprick, Wi 
and that" WM Vs.. 0 


Feine in my Heart that Love ſpringing a-frgſh, 
1 wherein I was firſt moved to viſit you, and MW 
freely to adminiſter unto you -what the Lord free- 
ly gave unto me, I cannot at all be unmindful of 
you, tho? confined at a great diſtance from you; 
yet do I, in that Love, moſt dearly Salute you all, 
longing greatly to hear of your Welfare and 
Proſperity in the Truth: And theſt Things do! 
fervently deſire of the Lord for you, even that 
the Eye of your Underſtanding may be kept clear, 
and open in the Light of God, to ſee that exceed - 
ing great Reward which is before you, that doth Wil: 
far ſürmount all that Man can do unto you and te i 
alſo that both your Faith and Patience may de 4 
0 ll I 
han 
om 
0 0! 


All 


Mari 
lar 
ily 


and conſtant in whatever God calls you to do ot 
ſuffer for the precious Truth; which in much 
Power and Evidence of the Spirit hath been made 
known unto you, and I hope hath had that Ope- 
kation in you, that you are eyen prepared 1 


F 


F 
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Yords and fair l out of the true Power, 
o Deceive the 


Inge, nor joyn to any Evil; that you may with 
Wound Judgment meaſure and weigh all Spirits, 


ee» Wa beware of that which is found too light, tho? 

| of Weicellent in Speech, for it will corrupt and gen- 

0.; Wir to more Ungodlineſs; but wait you to feel 

all; Wite Power of God working in you, and grow in 

ind Wotace, and in the Senſe vf God's Love unte you, 

lo | Wiicrein he called yon put of Darkneſs into his 
hat Mrvelous Light, that ye may be 4 holy. and pecu- 

ear, Wir people, ſhewing forth the Vertye of the In- 

ed- Wildle God, who dwelleth in yon, unto alt Pev- 

oth We who have their Eyes upon you 5 then ſfall he 


de Wore conſtrains you to give up to do his Will, 
all ad not to love your Liberty nor your Lives more 
oor Win him, who hath loved you, and waſhed you 
wch rom your Sins with his own precious Blood; 
nade Wiberedy he doth alſo nouriſh and ſtrengthen you, 
pe- WP overcome the wicked One; therefore, dear 
* Maren, abide with him, and as he hath loved 


Juso, 


de in Truth glorified and admired in you, whoſe 


Si " L298 4 

you, ſo love one another, and that will dray yo 

to meet often together; and in the Word ad 
Breathings of Life, Comfort one another, as 7 

are comforted of God; fo ſhall I alſo be com. 

| forted and refreſhed by you in my Bonds, wic 
| I patiently endure for the Truth's ſake : For tho 
| I was called at the laſt General Seſſions, held for 
| this County, and gave a good Teſtimony for the 
| Lord, together with many found Reaſons againſ 
my unjuſt Impriſonment, and their unjuſt Proceed 
ings againſt me, yet Equity could not enter; hy 
contrary to Right, I was fined five Pound for re 
fuſing to Swear,-and, by their Order, am to lis 
in Priſon till Payment; but my time is in the han 
of the Lord, who knows how to deliver me when 
he pleaſeth; to whom I have given up my lf} 
and do reſt in his WII, 


Tour Friend and Brother, 


CR OE OE... Do on 


1 ˙ Hes ane em EE 
i, bave fares that I may perfectly 4 Sate ! 
and beams part with you, hoth in Sufferings and S er 
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\PPEAL 


AGAINST 


I INJUSTICE 


TO THE 


Thief Magiſtracs, 


And all the good 


ont of ENGLA ND; 


Impartially telting 


ſhe Proceedings of the J U DGES of the 
Aſize, andJ US TIC Es of the Peace, in the 
County of LINCOLN. both at their Aſſizes, 
T and General Seſſions, and at other times in the 
Kan Year 1662. againſt John Mbitebead, Jobs Clearby, 
and many others. 


erein is inſerted their Orders, and 8 Wri- 
ines that were given to them, as they : are left 
without Excuſe, CET 


Publiſhed as well for the 8 5 Taber People 4 a5 our own 
Vindication, that they may ſee how unequal it is, that we ſhould 
ſufer meerly for keeping our Conſciences clear before the Lord, 
by us who were concern d . who dare not Fr Vice 
by eee it. | | | 


_ By John Whitehead. 
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AGAINST 


| INJUSTICE. | 


„„ 
Chief Magiſtrates, 


And all the good 


People of ENGLAND, &c. 5 = 


Ear, O Heavens, and give ear, O Earth, and 
judge in Righteouſneſs all you that are 

not become Brutiſn in your Knowledge, 
whether in theſe Proceedings againſt us (whereof 


ve do here give a true Narrative) Judgment was 


not turned into Bitterneſs, and whether Juſtice did 
not ſtand afar off, that Equity could not enter; 
but we, for departing, from Iniquity, are made a 


Isley by ſuch 28 do neither fear God, nar regard 


Man ; but againſt Law and Right, -by Force and 
Cruelty would campel us to violate our Conſcien- 
Ice, by ſinning againſt the Light which God bath 
cGuſed to ſhine in Our Hearts, which is ſo precious | 
1 W 


lieve in our Hearts and Conſciences is Evil; aig 


by FRE 
unto us, that we had rather ſuffer all Evil that May 
kan do unto us, than act any thing which we de. 


we are perſwaded by the Lord, that we, who art 
Heirs together of the Grace of Life, ought not to 
forſake the aſſembling of our ſelves. together ( 
the manner of ſome is, who fear Man more then 


God) but that we ought to meet often together yl 


God in Spirit and in Truth, and to Comfort and 


in the Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to worſhip 


Edify one another; and in like- manner as to Swear ;, 
ing, We believe. that We ought not to do any 

thing againſt the expreſs Commands of the Ll (| 
Teſs Chriſt and his Apoles; though Oaths were 


_ uſed in the Old Time, and allowed by the Layf . 
and Prophets (in which was a Shadow of good! in 
Things to come) untill the time of Reformation, y; 
in which time Chriſt (who is given to be the { 


Head over all Things to his Church) ſaid, Ser f 


| not at all: And the Apoſtle James ſaid, Above al b. 


things, my Brethren, Swear not; neither by Heaven, a 3, 


by Earth, nor by any other Oath ; but let Jour yea lh be 


yea, and your nay, nay ; leſt you fall into Condemnati- n 
on. Therefore we dare not forſake the Aſſet- e 


bling of our ſelves together, nor Swear any Oath, MW a 


leſt we fall into Condemmation z for which Cauſes E 7 


we have ſuffered hard Things, as this Relation y 
maketh manifeſt, FCC th 
1 2 SE 28 © £4 OY th 


Year 1662. upon ſuſpicion that 1 John Mbite bea I th 
had met together with ſome ſober People, for thei di 
Worſhip of God, I was apprehended by owl d 
Clarke Conſtable of Hannocom Hagnaby, in the Parts i 
of Lindſey, and County of Lincoln; and by Vittue g , 


of a Warrant ſubſcribed by Martin Lier, cart af \ 


w the next Juſtice of peace, called illium Wollep; 
o anſwer to ſuch Things as ſhould be objected 
zgainſt me; who having heard me and my Ac- 

cuſers Face to Face, profeſſed that he heard no- 
thing charged againſt me worthy of Bonds, and 
therefore refuſed to commit me; but either fear- 
ing the Diſpleafure of Main Litfter, br willing to 
do him a Pleaſure, adwiſed the Conſtable to carry 
me before him, Ine accordingly he did the 
next Day; and being come before him, He exa- 
mined my Accuſers F one of which was a Prieſt ) 
but finding that he could lay nothing to my 
Charge, Which might. piye ſufficient Ground td 
commit me, | thetihefonght to inſnare me in my 


Words, nd to find caſſon againſt, me concetn- 


= 


ing the” Worſhip of my God; but Innoceney and 


Wiſdom wherewich'F was Cloathed prevented fim: 
ſo that he could find none; yet being reſolved 1 

ſhould either go to Priſon, or bow to his Will; 
he took pains to go to another Juſtice, called Fob 
Biſwell, and cauſed me to be brought after hin 
before them two F together and e- 
nined me ; to whom I did freely confeſs that I 
ame into theſe Parts in Love to viſit my Friends; 
ind did ſometimes ſpeak unto them Words f 
Truth according to the Scriptures of Truth + 
Whereat they conceived ſo great Offence, that 
they — * me worthy of Bonds: And I bad 
them conſider, that perſeeutors were ever blind, 
and thought they did God good Service When 
they killed his Children; and I told them _ 
ad believe the more we Were Perſecuted, an 

did ſuffer. for Righteouſneſs Take, the more WE. 
ould increaſe and grow. Whereat Martin Lit- 
fer was much offended : Ant that they might be 

ſure to have Matter enough en me, they mls : 


| 
| 


vor Bible that. ta 5; Nahe they did not at al 


05 n this Day, by Warrant, for : 
Meetings vontrary 


| for the ſaid P arts and Comny; according" ti tbe Statute 
in that Caſe, made and pro 
fei Name to Charge and'\Command*you nada | 
Whitehead uro poly eil Ohl; and him there ſaſty| 


ral Gaul. del er 46 be bolden at the faid Caſtle of | 
LINCOLN, TORT ee And We 


= : 298 1 x 
of me if I would rake. che Oath of Allegiance, | 
but had neither the nor a Statue, Book, | 


render iti tome; yer did . gell them. That for 
Conſcience {a Fon (end not in any | 
Comen «PHT e 1036s Eng or this Au. 
Mg das 7 Oath ;;; Nchercupon 

kept therg gill ine Ge. 
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To the Ke Z eper. of his 174 I a S1 u, | 
Se er de Cate 'of LINCOLN, 


| of e His, Jeputy of. Depurie | 


| theres 6 1 1880 e bot bigod il 15: 

7 23-03 Scl 20 Aeli 91 03 18717 1 
Lincolns! x oligo in 1901078 01.0% 1) acid X01) 57 
 Lindley* f i 3991 114900:d 209 o en boil Bos M 
"OR nuch John Whitehead: of Ouſwick, | 
nile County: 


=—WCtogg SH oO oy. 


F Lorle las up. Cam plain bros | 
Private 
ro an AA of! Parliament made and | 
provided ; and being tꝛndeneil the Oath of "Allegiance | 


8 being ewo of of B Mipefty's Fuſtives Fe. Peace 


4 did refuſe to tule ibo 
rhevefove in - the King's Maje- | 


ſaid Oath. Theſe are 


apon the: Receipt horeafy to receion bini, the ſaid John 


keep without Bail, ur Mainprite, until the net Che- 


t 5 1 


re not to fail, * ” will _ the contrary & 
jour Perils. 1 1. 


Given vedic our Hands 07 Seals, this Ninth 
Day of wly, in the Fourteenth Year of His 
Majeſty's Reign, m_ Dom. 1662. 


* 


Martin Lirfter. 


| Foby Boſwell, 


Ir he + Kibren or rata Gaol-Delivery, be- 
gun at Lincoln the 19th Day of the Month 
called Ju; where Woodam Windham fat as Judge 
of Life and Death; and in his Charge did utter 
WM ny bard Sayings, which did reflect on thoſe 
A whom I knew to be Innocent and Harinleſs Men, 
with Threatnings, that we ſhould be Fined and 
Bniſhed,' who did refuſe to Swear : Whereupon 1 
knowing: that my ſelf, William Morris, William Ban- 
oft, and Foby Cleadby, who were fetch'd out 
* of their own Houſes, and committed to Priſon, 
% WY becauſe they could not Swear, were all in his 
* Calender,” did expect that we ſhould have been 
„ called and ptocesdes againſt' as the Law directs; 
bu Juſtice Was both deferr'd and delay d contrary 
to Magna Cburta, cap. 1. for we were not called 
at all, nor brought to anſwer, neither did any 
Acculets come in to charge us with the Breach 
of any Law of God or Man : Yet did the above- 
tamed Judge order us (whom he neither ſaw nor 
heard ſpeak for our ſelves) to lie in Priſon till the 
next Quarter Seffions,contrary to Juſtice and Equi- 
ly, and contrary to the expreſs Statute of the 28th 
of Edv. 3. cap. 3. Where it is Enacted, That no 
Mon i #0 "ar Impriſoncd, 8 — of Pu: to "ow 
withs 


OOO GT EEE OF ——— SOR * Oates. 
* ON” Oo Or — — —————³ ³ OS J"_s — — — — 


L 180 ] 
without being deard what be can ſay fur bimſelf. But 
ſurely he was afraid that the Truth of our Cauſe 
ſhould appear before the Country ; in whoſe Pre. 
ſence he had ſought to render us Odious; where- 
of I gave him a hint in this Letter: A true Copy 
of which followeth. Ts; 


Friend, | 


Write unto thee in the Name of the God of 


. Heaven, who created thee and all Mankind of 


one Blood to dwell upon the Face of the whole 
Earth, that thou may'ſt underſtand he hath not 
given Power to one Chriſtian Man, of what E. 


| ſtate or Degree ſoever to be Lord over the Faith 
and Conſciences of another; and much leſs to de- 
ſtroy one another about Faith and Worſhip : And 


ſure thou waſt raiſed up into the Seat of Judg- 
ment for a Praiſe to them that do well, and not 
to aſperſe the Innocent, nor to render harmleſs 
People Odious in the Face of their Country; to | 
Whoſe Conſciences we can appeal, that our Con- 
verſations have been, and ſtill are Blameleſs 2. 
mongſt them; and that they have not any thing 
Juſtly to charge us with, but that which con- 
cerns the Law and Worſhip of our God; for 


when do any of us come into your Courts for 
Witchcraft, Murther, Theft, Perjury, or other 


matter of wrong and wicked Lewdneſs, as do the | 


_ reputed Members of the Church of ENGLAND; 
which thou ſaidſt is now peſtered with Hereticks, 


that muſt be put forth; as were the Leapers out of 


the Camp of 1/rael; but before thou, and thoſe 
that be in Authority with thee, do proceed to that 
Work, Conſider, have you received an Infallible 


Spirit co judge what is Truth, and what is Here. 
1y? And have you an Angelical Underſtanding . 
3 ee 
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ps wrong; for if we foll 


— —— 


—— HU— — 


e 
diſcern between the Tares and Wheat? If not, then, 
may you pluck up the one inſtead of the other; 
and how eaſy may you call evil Good, and good 
Fvil, as the Fews did in the Days of the Anci- 


ent Prophets and Apoſtles, (who judged Elias, the 


Man of God, to be a Troubler of 1/rae! ; And Paul, 
the Miniſter of the Goſpel of Peace, a mover of 
Sdition throughout the World; And Chrift Teſus 
the Prince of Life, they ſaid was a Blaſphemer, 
and by their Law ought to die; and fo may you 
render your ſelves liable to God's juſt Hand of 
Vengeance, as they did; for as David ſaid ina 
certain Pſalm, He bath ordained bis Arrows againſt 

Perſecutors. Therefore in tender Love, I fay again, 
conſider, all you that would compel us to a Con- 
formity in Worſhip is your Worfhip in the In- 


 fallible Spirit of Truth; not differing in Matter or 


Manner from the Primitive Chriſtian's Worſhip ? 
If this you cannot affirm, and reaſonably demon- 
ſtrate to every Man's Conſcience, Then why will 
you ſeek to force the Conſcience to conform to 


chat which you cannot demonſtrate is altogether _ 


Right and Infallible. But if you ſay, that you 
have received an Infallible Spitit, and in that ds 
Worſhip; not differing in whole or in part from 
the Primitive Chriſtians 3 then do not fo unchari- 
tably judge, as ro ſay, our Conſciences are not 
tender, but obſtinate, if we cannot believe your 
Aſſertions; but allow us that Liberty which the 
Apoſtle (though Infallible) did not only allow, but 


allo eommend the Bereans for, to ſearch the Scrip- 


tures, Whether thoſe Things you hold forth be o 


or no; becauſe we muſt give an Account for our 
ſelves, and if we do not ſerve God aright, ic 


will not excuſe us to ſay, our Teachers did lead 
ow blind Guides, we | 


On 


— —— — — 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| | 
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may juſtly fall with them into the Ditch. 


Thou didſt further ſay, That if we be let grow. 


Who deny Swearing in any Caſe, though before 


a lawful Mageſtrate, humane Society cannot be 
continued; and thereſore our Principle was ex- 
ctᷣeding Dangerous. To which I ſay, we ate of | 


no other Principle; neither do we hold forth any 


other thing in that Caſe, but what our dear 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and his Apoſtle | 
Fames, did hold forth (notwithſtanding of Old 
Time Men might Swear by the Lord 
form their Oaths to him.) But (he [aid ) I ſay | 
unto you, Swear not at all; and the Apoſtle Fame: 
writing to the Twelve Tribes, ſcattered abroad, as 
if he had foreſeen, that they would ſtand to ju- . 
 Nify ſome Swearing contrary to the aforeſaid F 
Precept (becauſe Moſes allowed Swearing, and 
their Fore-fathers Practiſed it) ſaid, Above all things | 
my Brethren, Swear not; neither by Heaven, nor by 
Earth, nor by any other Oath : But let your yea be yea, | 
and your nay, nay; leſt you fall into Condenmation; 
Which Commandments of the Lord are ſo plain, 
that no Argument is good againſt them, nor yet 
any Law, Statute or Cuſtom of Men; for they | 
| ſhould be, conſonant to the Words of Chriſt, ſee- 
ing he is given to be the Head of all Thipgs to his | 
Church : And though he forbad all Swearing, yet | 
did not he ſubvert all Humane Society, no more 
then we do, but teach us, to fpeak Truth every Man 
to his Neighbour, and do juſtly, as we ever deſire 
to do, who are willing to ſuffer the lik; Puniſn- 
ments, if we do bear Falſe Witneſs without an 
Oath, as if we did forſwear our ſelves. And up- 
on theſe Terms might our Teſtimonies be taken | 
_  withdut an Oath; and neither the Truth Suppreſ- 
fed, nor Juſtice obſtructed, nor Humane Society | 
dry A rad els 3" 1. NoOru | 
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1 II 1 Lord. God of 
baten e Be 1 thr We, EE lovers of 


Trath and | 
eſpecial lp. he Age that i. | 
irity 5 the Peace or 
hall cyer 24 b 


yet do 
wy that 


of all Men into the 2 ing W 1 


of thy Truth, aches inte — 2. 7 Ran; 
of this Nation. hat in Rage Bp BE 9 reed by. bin, 7 | 


5, Righteouſneſs, 12 10 and e end yet ordered w to lie 
6. begome the, 2, 77or 5/0, 
Glory. of all Nations P And ail "ll the. {Reaſon for fogolng 8 
lnnocency of our Hearts. appear to 

them that yet know. us not, enger our 

Faith and Patience, that we may meckly ſuffer, 

what * our Trial Su perm el Mon | ro mee un- 


[0 us. | 1 2 ©&4 ele! 
0 a A 1 Fat Md 34 \/ 1 ; 
Thus. ge 1 EE Fg my Cooltimae in wit- 


refſing-che Truth, and opening o in ſome 
lleaure untg theey w⁰ am 2 lover gf Ince, 
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But — the Quarter Seflions following, W- 
lam Bancoft was releaſed; ſome of the Juſtices 
ng: moved. herrn by the Imbecillity and 

N 4  Weak- 


5 22 


the Benefy 
"1 n Cong deſire at your _ that after ou 
in 


1 


| long (Gand we judge, eſpecially 


£4843 


| Weakneſs of his Old Age; and at the Sion: 


William Morris was releas d by the Juſtices of peace 


for the Parts of Keſtiven, but John Clearly and my 
ſelf were carried to the General Seſſions, held x 
Loweth the 7th Day of the '8th Month, where 


vs « 


Goodrick, Jſaae Knight, Fitz, Williams, William Ipul. 
tey , to whom this Letter was delivered before we 


appeared. 

o 1 : 
6, & et» 6 
o : * $4 fa 14 * —. % * 


FHR God of the whole Earth is Juſt, ind 


1 cannot but do right: Therefore you that 
are Magiſtrates under him, to whom the Higheſt 
hath given Supream Authority, in theſe Nations, 

_ ought alſo to be Juſt, and it will be your Ho- 
nour, to deny unto no Man Right, which you 
cannot eaſily give, without a right Underſtanding 
of every Man's Cafe which comes before you; 
and that can hardly be obtained unleſs you hen 
both the Aceuſer and Accuſed face to face; with- 
out being biaſs'd to the one, or to the other, 
Which you can hardly keep clear of, if you tha 
| fit to judge our Cafe, do make your ſelvesPar- 


ties againſt us, either by taking Exceptions at us, 
becauſe we cannot Reſpe& or Worſhip your per- 


ſons (though we do truly awn and honour your 
Authority) or by ſeeking to inſnare us with an 
Nath, whom you know for Conſcience ſake can. 
not Swear, though we can, and ever ſhall yield 


all dye Obedience to the King, and live peacead! 


in the Land of our Nativity; wherein having ne- g 
ver yet forfeited our Liberty, we ought to have; 
fig of the Law; therefore we do as ou 


ce the laſt ge 
=" 


% 
$ . 


E 
ral Gaol-delivery ) illegal Impriſonment, we 
my at your Judgment -ſeat have a fair hearing, 
ind ſee our Accuſers face to face, that we may 
make Anſwer to what ſhall be Objected againſt 
s, and let us be juſtified or condemned by our 
fquals, and that Law which the Parliament did 
ttely make againſt us, which we think you can- 
not 2 deny, unleſs you intend to make 
your little Finger heavier then their Loyns, by 
roceeding againſt us (who from our Hearts de- 
mw Popery ) upon the Statutes that were made 


| Wzzinſt Popiſh Recuſants, whilſt they that are 
it W:zally ſuch, go moſtly unpuniſhed ; whereby you 
& Wy ſeem Partial in your ſelves, and ſtain your 
Reg: 0 ene 


Therefore in Moderation and Equity conſider 


qr Caſe, for we are peaceable Men, and do fear 
ng Witte Lord, and love Juſtice, Truth and Righteouſ- 
ub, and (according to the Duty of every Chri- 


fan Man ) do unto us and all Men, as you would 
e done unto, if your Caſe were ours: Surelß 
ju would neither be forced to do that which is 
pzinſt your Conſcience, nor yet be Ruined and 


jou are perſwaded in your own Minds are right. 
herefore meafure no harder meaſure to us then 
jou would have meaſured to you again, from 
he God of Righteous Recompence, who will give 


-Widgment without Mercy, to them which have 
ieldiirwed no Mercy in the Day when we ſhall all 
abe an Account of the Things we have done 


bh the Body, and receive a Reward accord- 


uo Sight net theſe Things, becaufe they come 
In us, who are Poor and deſpiſed in this 


elroyed, for obeying in thofe Things which 


"Fs to our Works, whether they be Good or 


| 
| 
| 


| 
. 
| 
| 
| 
it 
th 
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World; but receive them in Love from Us, who 


ment-Seat, not any did appear to Aceuſe us of the 


- contrary wiſe ſought how they might inſnare us, 
concerning the Law of our God; and not conf 
dering that we had already indured a long and 
Court: They made one Injury done unto us the 
the Oath of Allegiance, which we could not in 
Conſcience tal 

har Ohh. was principally, if not wholly, inten- 


; Popiſh R : b 
| Reaſon of the Law, which chiefly was this, 7% 
natural born Subjects of this Realm did. withdrau 


| bedienceto a. 


an, was the Law added. But we give no ſuch OW. 


 Frince, and uteriy deny all Foreign. Powe Wm 


[2186] 
are in Tricth, 


Wur Friends, and not Jour Enemies, as in time we 
bude may le made manifeſt. 


John Whitehead 
| 1 John Cleasby 
Lincoln Caſtle, the 6th 3 

Day of the 8th Fn 


And when we were brought before their Judg; 


Breach of any Law of God or Man; whereuponye 
appeal to all fober Men, whether by Law and Ju- 
ſtice they ought not to have diſcharged us; bu 


illegal Imprifonment, as we manifeſted in open 


Foundation of another, and did tender unto us 
take; and therefore did alledge, that 
ded far Popiſh Recuſants, as was manifeſt by the 


their. due fone from the, King, and did yield C. 


Foreign Power; and upon that Tranſgrd: 


1 4 


* 


caſion- for that Law to be Executed againſt is 
for we yeild all due Obedience to qur Tempord 


Therctor I . 


e 

berefore according to a Rule of their own in 
ouſtruction of Laws, The Reaſon of the Law 
ſing, the Law ought. alſo to ceaſe, and not be 
ecuted upon us. 5 . 
But notwithſtanding this, and many. other Rea- 
1s why they ſhould not tender that Oath to us, 
ey urged us to anſwer, whether we would take 
tor no: To which we replied (there being ma- 
j preſent that profeſſed to be Miniſters of the 
el) if you or they can Convince us, that it is 
Lawful for us to Swear at all; we ſhall not refuſe to 
ke the Oath of Allegiance. But they wholly re- 
ikd to Diſpute the Matter with us, and perſi- 
ed in urging us to take the ſaid Oath. W here- 


ng 


we 


5 pon we replied, That we were Chriſtians, and male 
8 mſcience of the Commands of Chriſt, Mat. 5. 34. And 
1 herefore in Obedience to him, could not Swear 


it all. = 3 5 
Then they Recorded our Denial, and Fined 


ch of us five Pounds, for refuſing to take an 
1 Nth contrary to the late Act of Parliament 5 
nd WW tich Fine they then demanded us to pay in open 
den Wourt, but we refuſed-to pay it; becauſe in Con- 
. cence we knew over ſelves to be Innocent from 


ammitting any Offence againſt God; neither a- 
aſt the Law of Man did we any Injury, but 
nat they occaſioned; whereupon we were with-⸗ 


e fad Fine upon our Goods, according to the 
[enour of the ſaid Act, or elſe that they would 
Iter a Week's time commit us to Priſon for 
ſhree Months, according to the expreſs Words 
the aid Statute, which runs thus. And for want 
OG WY [ic Diſtreſſes, or Non-payment of the ſaid Penalty 

hin one Week After ſuch Conviction; That then the 


5 umitted to the Common Gaol , or Houſe ef Corretti- 
or N 


be ſpace of Three Hons, © But 


bann, and they did expreſs, that they would levy 


ud Parties ſo Convitted, ſhall for the firſt Offence be 98 


„„ OT - | 
But they then did forthwith ſend us back to 

Priſon by their own Order; which how contra. 

ry to Law it is, let the Wiſe in Heart judge, 4 


Copy of it follows. F : 
Low 5 | 
Linaſey. & 


Apud generalem Seſſioners Pacis tenent al 
Lowth, in partib de Lindſcy in Com!” Lind 
coln, Septimo die Octobr' Anno Regni Did 
mini ur Caroli Secundi Dei gra Anglia, 
Scotiæ, Franciæ & Hiber* Regis, fide: D- 
fenſor, &c. Coram Adriano Scrope Mili! 
Balnei Willielmo Wray, & Franciſco Good 

rick, AMilitibus, Willielmo Fitz William 

Willielmo Woolley, Iſaaco Knight, Geors 
geo Langton & Johannes Boſſwell Arm. 
ger Juſticꝰ dict Domini Regis ad pacem in pars 
* Com pradict conſer uand Aſſynat 


KK 7 Hereas John Whitehead and John Cleatby wer 

by the Judge's Order of the laſt AſizeS 

ſent to this Seſſion ; where appearing in open 
Conrt, the * Oath of Allegiance way 
Note, Here that they ſeverally tendered unto them, ac 
— os 4 . cording to an Act of this preſeni 
Uith the dab, asthePs- Parliament, which they obſtinately 
= * the # refuſed to take; and thereupon 4 
Sacrament of the Altar. Fine of 5 I. was impoſed upon each 0 
e them, in farther purſuance of thi 
- Maid Act, which they alſo refus d to pay, in grea 
Contempt of Authority, and of the Laws and Ste 
tmttutes of this Kingdom. It is therefor 

| ef Note bere, That the . ordered by this Court, Tha ! 
Law, which drecks but to : Sheriff of this County ſhall convey the / 
impriſen for 3 Mobs, John Whitehead, and John Cleasd 


—— — — — = _ _ = 


7 
\ is Majeſty's Gaol at the Caſtle of Lincoln, thers 
abide until they pay their Reſpective Fines, or take the 
Mah of Allegiance, according to the ſaid Att in that 
ou made and provided. 1 85 


Per Curia 

Ex” per Johannem Thornton; 

Cleric Pac. | 
After we had been kept Priſoners by the ſaid 
onder, which exceeds the Rigor of the Law; 
they proceeded at the next general Seſſions, held 
n Lowth the 15th of the 11th Month, where we (not 
king permitted to appear before them) did re- 


freſent our Caſe to the Juſtices, by this following 
Writing ; which was delivered into their Hands. 


ow” 
the General Seſſions, Held at Lowth : 


. 


fir the King's Juſtices of Peace 


Ou may remember, that we whoſe Names 
are ſubſcribed ( after we had indur'd Impri- 
lament a Quarter of a Year, ) did appear at the 
General Seſſions, held at Lowth, the 7th Day of 
tie Month, call'd October: Where we did expect 
bo have been Diſcharged, as in Equity we ought; 
keing that not any Accuſer Uid appear to charge 
with the Breach of any Law of God or Man; 
but inſtead of that, an Oath was tender'd unto us, 
(although there was no Occaſion for it that we 
wow of) for the not taking of which in open 
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Court, altho' for Conſcience fake we refuſed 
we were Fined each of us Five Pounds, which 
you know was the Rigor of the late Act of Pr 
liament, by which you proceeded againſt ye 
whereupon we were withdrawn and heard ng 
farther Sentence, expecting that we ſhould at leaſt 


for a Weeks time have been diſcharged, and the Find" 
tevied upon our Goods, according to the Tenom 
of the ſaid Act; But contrary wiſe, we were by ſly 
your Order remanded back to Priſon, where yd . 
have patiently ſuffer'd Fourteen Weeks, which is ou 


more by Fourteen Days then the Law r Uireth, 
in caſe the ſaid Fine be not paid. There ore ve 
having ſuffered the utmoſt Penalty that the Lay, 
upon which you proceeded, requires for ſuch au 
Offence; We do appeal to your own Conſciencts, 
who are Sworn as well, not to exceed the Law, 
as to Execute it ; whether we oufht not, both by! 
Law, Reaſon and Juſtice, to be Diſcharged, But 
we have by Virtue of the ſaid Act, demarided our WW 
Liberty of the Gaoler, who ſaith, He cannot grant 
it without an Order from you. Therefore we do Write 
theſe Things unto you, that you may review the 
AR, and your former Order, and duly conſider 
our Caſe, and do thereupon what to Law, Juſtice] 
any. Equity, 7 ap a even as you he de 
done unto, if gur FS mf OWN. Howe 


Yet "eg W! pond got 6.0. 
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xt, Which was not mention'd in their former Or- 


xich the other; whereby it is manifeſt, that they 
ſhich have no Juſtice nor Truth on their ſide 
ud need of good Memories, leſt they confoun 
lone, who only accord in this, Unjuſtly to de- 
wa us in Priſon, © _ 


Al gen Seſſion Pucis Dom Regis tenent apa 


& Hiber” Regis, fides Deſenſor, &c. 


x * 


Domini Regi, ad pacem in par & com pre- 


nl = | dict, conſer ” nec non ad diverſa Felon Tranſg | 
1. G alia Maleſact inejuſdem Part & Com pra- 


4 perper” audiend & terminand Aſſig- 
ad. vat, &c. Ordinat fuit ut ſequitur. 8 


17. Hereas at the General Quarter Seſſions of 
the Peace, held at Zoweb'in the faid Parts, 
ud County, at Michela laſt, Fohn ag | 


-—— 


After the Receipt of this, ſome of them did ac? 
Pmalty of the Law, ought in all reaſon' to be Diſchar- 
ad! But inſtead thereof, they made a new Or- wes 
ter (elſe their Clerk hath groſſy abus d them) and 
one it upon his own Head; wherein they have 

te miſtaken the Matter of Fact, for Which they i . 6 
find us the Seſſions before, and feigned new Mat- 


kr, Therefore have we here inſerted their Se- 
ond Order, that you may ſee how it Claſhes 


temſelves in their own Doings, as theſe have 


Lowth, in pam &. Com preditt” tertio decimo ' 
Januarij, Amo Regni Domini ur Caroli Se= 
cundi, Dei Gratiz, Angliæ, Scotiæ, Francicᷣ, 


dlecimo, Coram Willielmo Wray Bar, Ro- pp 
herto Chriſtopher Mili; Willielmo Fitz b a 

„ Williams, Willie Woolley, Iſaaco Knight, 

"WY © Johannes Beſfwell, Armiger” Fuſtic” 4 


8 2 . 
Lind. 


Ne 
i 5 


& Note here, bow this 


Order Claſhes with the o- 
ther, and falſiy accuſes 


16; for we were neither 
condicted nor Qurſtioned 


for meeting together then 
ay, For . 


and there as the 
Proof — 4 let the 
Reader view their former 
Order, | 


Confeſſions Convicted for Aſſembling | 


„ + 


and Jobs Cleauby appearing at Court Ml ! 
X were then and there by theit own t 


themſelves with others, under Pre. 
tence of joyning in a Religious Wor- 
yp, contrary. to an Act of Parlia. 
ment, made in the Thirteenth and! 


Pourteenth Years of our Soveraign] 
Lord the King, that now is; whereupon a Fine! 
of Five Pounds was impoſed upon each of them, 
which they then refus'd to pay, or to take the 
Oath of Allegiance, ſeverally tender'd to them 
in open Court in great Contempt of thel 
Laws of this Kingdom : Whereupon they were! 
Committed to ſafe Cuſtody. It is therefore Or- 
der'd this Day by the Court, That the ſaid Fine of 
Five Paunds ſo fetand impoſed upon the ſaid ].'Whited 
bags an =o vu ſhall ' Þ remitted 
Not and they releaſed, from their Impriſon- 
S ment; "ad all the Penalties 41 
2 N inthe ſaid Ait; if they upon Sight bert 
make to be diſcharged f do he to ſome of his Majeſty's 7 ö 
. 2 7 ar ſtices of the Peace for thoſe Parts, and 
impoſe :4Sweing that if. County; and there take the Oath of A | 
hereafter we do any thing legiance, and alſo give Security for tht 
that the Law forbids, * e * that thi d ei her of 
i Perdd; time to come; that they, and eithe 
l.hem will forbean to meet in ny ſarcl 
Aſſembiy. Any thing in the former recited Or- 


© + Note here, That we 


der contained to the contrary notwithſtanding. 
FCC b 
To the Keeper of bis Majeſty's Call, Danes, 
of the Caſtle of Lincoln 


40 tene 159 ia ie - 5 92 F 
But notwithſtanding this pretended Diſcharge 
ſuffered more then the a" | 


1 


ie © AE 
that Caſe requires, we could not have out Liber: 
y: Whereupon we Writ to them as followeth. 


7 William Wray; Robert Chriſto- 
pher, Williatn Fiez Williams, Wil- 
liam; Woolley, Iſaac Knight, John 
Boflwell, and to every of them. 
A Copy of your Order given forth at your 
. Seflions, held at Lowth, the i 3th of this 
Month, We have obtained ; whereby. it appears, 
that you, Or at leaſt ſome of you, neither take no- 
tice of your own Actionꝭ, neither of our Afflicti- 
ons, nor of the Law it felf, which you are Sworn 
<qually to Adminiſter ;. for in this Order you lay, 
Dat at the Seſſions going before, we were Convicted by 
ur own Confeſſions, for Aſſembling our ſelves rogether with 
bers, under Pretence of Religious Worſhip, contrary to 
the late AH Parliment, &c. which is utterly 
Falſe ; for no ſuch thing was then objeRed a- 
ainſt us, neither were we at all queſtioned for 
eeting together at that Seſſions, neither was there 
y Fine laid upon us, upon that Account, as this 
your Order affirmeth :. But an Oath was tendered 
into us; for the not taking of which we were 
fined each of us five Pounds, which you ought by 
Law to have Levied upon our Goods, and ſet us 
a Liberty, as the Judges, and other Juſtices of 
Peace have done to others in the like caſe: For 
lie very words of the Act runs thus. The ſaid 
ecki ve Penaltjes to be levied by Diſtreſs and Sale 
f the Party's Goads ſo Convijed ; and for want of 
Kb Diftriſſes and Nomi-payment of the {aid Penalty 
ee 


- — — — — 
5 * 


for the, $ Spore of. three 
| 8 ed near four Mont 


whom itt was Comn "Thorfol 
mitting the Penalty of- the Lads neddleſs,decjuſe 


we ; have — fuffered ir, and more; and | 


| poſe upon g Our 
Mercy to 85 Cru Bon BY) ior on 1 5 
on above. our TW the 
Law: For the Mercy 50 0 6 {ho could. have | 
Diſcharged us uggn' ON win ie Condirttns 75 F 


in the Name of the ot 


3 
within one. Week Ke, 3 3 that tf 


ſaid Parties fo .Convifted, ea ox the fiſt. Offence 44 


committed to the Common-Goal, 1 - Houſe of Correction, 
anche, But for. Non-p ron: | 


ment of ne abo 


ſajd;*. we have been Impri 


8 152 0 . 1 8 


your re- 


Offence, and alſo occ 


CARE 


Mercy of the Lai 


you propoſed, as ſoph as'ever Nn were Convidted, 
before. * 14 Suffere 


Rigouf of "the Law Woul Fl Le ilcharged"us 


without either of the T6 onditions that you impoſe, | 

ſeeing we 105 fulfilleg it in Suffering: here 

_ eonlider , 7 how you do By your Orders wrong | 

and opprels us, ite 0 all Law and Reaſon: 

Sb that we 10 ſuff Toe, "meerly for not obeying 
0 


your Wills in go Swear, and Sling Bon 


when there 15 a; ccafion for either; and if we 
ſhould fo depart from our Principles, ag to Swear, | 


and deny our moſt” Chriſtian Meetings as you 


Would have” us, Then could we allo Sue fuch | 
as Unjuftly detain us; and take a ſevere Revenge / 


for the falſe Impriſonment, wherein you have 


Combined to keep us; for 1 * is nothing keeps 
us from Revei ng Gu 
brings us fro 


l of and to meet together 
Jelus a l 


And the | 


Ives, but that which | 


„ . Jr 
ike heed of oppoſing that Principle, which 
brings us to Love and Forgive our Enemies, leſt 
jou Kindle Wrath againſt your ſelves, which 
ou have Juſtly deſerved ; but the Long - Suffering 
of God: Waits for your Repentance, which we 
deſite may be given you, who do not ask any 
Mercy ftom you, but rather Juſtice whick 
hithetto you have denied us; The Lord lay it 
zot to your: Charge. 

And becaufe we know fome of you are learned 
in the Law, it makes us the more wonder that 
you ſhould paſs ſuch an Infignificant unlawful 
Order, under the Seal of yohr Court, under Pre- 
ence Of a Diſcharge, which does rather tend to 
draiten than Diſcharge us: Therefore if you 
intend to diſcharge us, and the Clark you imploy 
| doth of his own Head detain us, through Envy 

zgainſt us, it becomes you to Correct him, and 

zend the Faults (whereby your power is a- 

buſed) in ſending us a free Difcharge according 


10 La. 
JOE 2 7 | 36S, W | +437 <-- % eas2y: 
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e hut notwithſtanding this Letter was received - 
I, by ſome of them, they did not lay it to Heart, 


neither did they conſider our Aﬀidtion, fo as 

to let us goc free, though we had more than 
lafered-the Law, by ſuffering, yet were we de⸗ 
lined: by their Orders, untill the Aſſizes began 
a Lincoln, the 19th Day of the iſt Month, called 
March , 1662. wherein Wadbam Windham ſat 
Judge, to whom we with: others were returned 
y the Calendar, and we preſented our Caſe unto 
lint as follower, Oz Friend; 
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Freind, _ 


TOS 1369-7 13 A163 0 - 
Ince we underſtand that thou ha been for I" 
ſome Years a Judge unto this Nation, and att Wl ;; 


well acquainted with the good Laws and Cuſtoms WW 5 
of England, which abhor all Arbitrary and Ille. 
gal Proceedings: We are bold in this Manner to th 
repreſent our Caſe truly ſtared unto thee ; de. 
firing that thou maiſt duly confider how we have ff 
been dealt with, and do there upon what to Equi. of 
ty and juſtice doth appertai n. 
Feirſt, We do here truly declare that John White: Wl je 
bead and FobnCleasby, were ſent to Priſon before 
the laſt Aſſizes that were holden at Lincoln, at 
which we did expect to have had a legal Tryal, | 
and either to have been diſcharged, or proceeded 
againſt, as the Law directs; bur we were by Order MW 
from thee Committed till the next general Seſſi. 
ons, without Tryal or Hearing; and to Seſſions | 
we were carried, and there appearing the 5th day 
of the Month called Ocfaber, no Accuſer did ap-. 
| pear face to face to accuſe us of any thing; but 
the Court was pleaſed to tender us an Oath, al- 
though there was no occaſion for it, that we know 
of; For the refuſing of which (although we did 
it for Conſcience fake) we were by Vertue of the WW "i! 
late AR of Parliment made againſt us, who are W *c 
called Quakers, fined each of us Five Pounds; and Wl U 
though by Law we ſhould have had a Weeks M. 
time to have either paid the Fine, or have had er 
the ſame taken from us by Diſtreſs, yet we were 1 
forthwith ſent to the Prifon by Orders from the l 
ſaid Seſſions, and after we had ſuffered the Penal- M ©. 
ty of the Law, viz. three Months in Priſon ; we WM" 


made our Addreſs to the ſaid Juſtices for our Li- I U 


berty; but it hath hitherto been denied us, cout — 
S o 0 ONT IS ON 


. y * « 


Ly 
we have lain in Priſon above five Months for that 
very Thing, for which the Law impoſes but three 
Months; as by a due Examination of our Caſe, and 
veer of their Orders, thou may'ſt perceive, 
Therefore we deſire that one Injury done unto 
us, may not be made the Foundation of ano» 
ther; but ſince we have ſuffer'd more then the 
Law requires in that Caſe, let us either have a 
free Diſcharge, or a fair Hearing; that the Cauſe 
of our long Suffering may be made manifeſt, 
which in Juſtice we are perſwaded ought not to 
n 1990 TT 

Secondly, That Samuel Davy was taken from a 
Peaceable Meeting by Soldiers without any War- 
rant for that Place, and committed to Spaldin 
}ridwell till Seſſions, where he conceives he ought 
to have been try'd for what he was Impriſoned ; 
but contrary wiſe they tender'd him an Oath, 
which he gave no Anſwer to, becauſe he conceives 
he ought firſt to have been clear'd of his Impri- 
ſonment; then they order'd him to this Priſon, 


sa Ringleader ;. yet the Clerk made his Mitti- 

* for refuſing an Oath, which was tender'd up- 
an the new Ad made againſt Qualers and others, 

d vhich for the firſt time he 'conceives to be but 

e W tice Months'Impriſonment, or five Pounds Fine, 

e iccording to the Statute; but he hath been de- 

4 WH tained a Priſoner more than three Months. 

s Wl Thirdly, That Edward Pariſh was ſent for by a 

d Party of Soldiers fram his own Houſe without 

ec u Warrant from any Juſtice of Peace, and com- 

ic MI nanded to appear before the Deputy Lieutenants, 

l. Joo anſwer, ſych Things as ſhould be objected a- 

re WI 64alſt him, which accordingly he did; but not 

i- Jay Accuſer did appear to charge him with an 
ny ling done contrary to Law, yet notwithſtanding «© 
re ey committed him to Priſon ;, becauſe he know- 


O 3 ing 
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ing himſelf Innocent, could not give Bonds far 
good Behaviour, a my haye ordered. bim to lie 
in Priſon till he either do the ſame; or be dif. 
charged by ſome of the Deputy Lientenants, or 


ſome of the Juſtices of the Peace for Fhe Parts of 
| Lindſey. 0 


Aud we do farther. decare, That! 155 is 'far Qur 
Conſcience-ſake that we cannot A and be. 


cauſe we know nothing by our ſelves worthy of 
Bonds, we cannot give Bonds, and not in Con, 


tempt of the King or his Laws, or 305 that is 
ſet in Authority under him; for though our 
Sufferings are, and have been very great, yet 
we are Peaceable Men, and neither do at pre. 
ſent, nor ever ſhall ſeek, the Hurt or Deſtrudion 
of any. Man or Men, either in their Perſons or 


Eſtates; and therefore what others have done 


ſhould not be imputed, to us, who are of another] 
Spirit and Mind, which leads us not only to 
Toke. our Nei ighbour - -as-'Our; ſelves, but alſo our 
therefore we do once more, a} 


nets al e take of 
ur Birth-right, deſire that we may partake 0 
dust Juſtice, whit 

flows from the Throne which hath. favoured like 
Wormwood, as It. hath been handed unto us by 
inferiour Magiſtrates : So expecting that thou wilt 


not deny thole fair Proceedings to us, which thou! 
E bo allows to others, whoſe. Caſes are Cri 


b We bed our ſelves, 
e fn or Crnſeigne ſake, 


þ- 35 g 


15 John White 
e i” Hes 1 wo lake 
4 1600 1 Ahe, elit, John Cleschj. 


Semnel Dary 


ch like a pure Stream thou fad 
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But 
6-517 


der'd Jahn Whiteheasl to lie in P- 14 
Seſſions, :and. abide their Order, although he did 


15203] 


Bat he did not call us at all, yet did he Dil. 


charge Stmud. Davy y''Edward' Pariſh , and Johr 
duty, 'whoſt Caſe was, the very fame with Fohr 
Whitchrad's,: as thon May'ſt * ive; but he or- 

n Priſon till the next 


alſord him neither Tryal nor Hearing, neither 
did any Accuſer openly appear to charge him 
with the Breach of any Law of God or Man; 
wherefore"-after he underſtood what was done, 
he writ to him as folloween. 


IF I be an Offender, why is Juſtice delay d, 
* and not nech executed upon me? But 
} 


tif I be: Innocent, why doſt thou deny me my 


Liberty which of right is due? Why doſt thou 
aſperſe us openly, and refuſeſt to hear us open- 
tly before the Country? Wert thou afraid that 


our Innocency ſnould appear, or would'ſt thou 
$ have covered their Shame, who have done Vio- 
lence unto us? Is it not both againſt the Law 
' of God and Man, to impriſon me without hear- 
ing what I can ſay for my ſelf? For doth not 


your Law preſume every Man Ianocent till the 


contrary appear? And he can the contrary ap- 
* pear without Tryal? Though. Felix was willing 
to do the Jews a Pleaſure, he left not Paul 


Y bound without Hearing, though he was coun- 


"ted the Ringleader of a Sect; and haſt thou 
' aQed like a Chriſtian Alagiſtrate, in leaving me 
bound now the ſecond time, whom thou haſt 
never heard ſpeak for my ſelf; or rather like a 
Aan bliaded with Prejudice againſt me? Since 
thou haſt releaſed others, whoſe Cauſe was the 
"ſame, ayt not thou à Reſpecter of Perſons ? Let 
God judge between these and me in this Mat- 
ae EE 
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£ ter: To whom I appeal, being aſſured, that he 


will hear me and look upon my Afflictions, and 


in due time execute judgment for me: And 


© in that Day ſhalt thou be inexcuſable, O aun, 
* foraſmuch as thou knoweſt, that they who Fuſtif 
the Witked,' or Condemn the Imocent, are both 1 
* Abomination to the Lord: Therefore conſider, 
that thy Breath is in thy Noſtrils, and repent, if 
Peradventure thou may'ſt be forgiven, for all thy 
* bard Thoughts and hard Speeches; which is the 
© Deſire of my Soul, who am 1 Ing He 


' Thy Friend in Truth, and therefore cannit flatter, 
but am oblig d thus fajthſully to warn the. 
MYs 5 if pk 4 , 4 


Lincaln Caſtle, the 14th 
Day of the iſt * 
| Month, 1662. 5 


| Beſides what is above ſpoken of, there hath been 


many more in Priſon for the Truth's ſake, in this 

County; for upon the 14th Day of the 10th Month, 

Vincent Rarrow, John Thetting, Thomas Torkeſey, Ro- 
bert Kelſey, Peter Moody, Thomas Barrow, Charles Tate, 
Fohn Glarite, William Clarke, Richard Parnel, John Spi- 
cer, Thomas Halle fax, being met together in the fear 
of God, to wait upon him for the guidance of bis 
Spirit, that therein they might Worſhip him; 


whereby Robert Henley apprehended and brought 


before John Moonſon Senior, and John NMioonſon Ju- 
nior, without any lawful Warrant, who therefore, 
and becauſe they could not Swear, did commit them 


d0ð0 Priſon upon the 17th Day of the ioth Month, 
whereby they were detain'd until the 15 Day of the 
- 11th-Mogith:3) on which Day they appear'd at the 


general Seſſions, held at Spittie, and deliver d this 


 tollowing Paper. to zhe Juſtices, ſubſcribed 'with 


pier Hands. 


Friendh 


I. Whitehead, Priſon, 


£255] 
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NME area 7 that do fear the Lord, and 
| follow after Truth and Righteouſneſs, 
for which we have been expoſed, and ſtill are, 
to very grievous Sufferings, wherein the God of 
{Heaven and Earth hath hitherto ypholden us, to 
(whom we do Appeal, that we are Innocent to- 
yards you, and all that be in Authority oyer 
ins; and we are not of them that are profound to 
(make Slaughter, neither can we Plot or contrive 
ito ſhed the Blood of our Enemies; but do love 
them, according to Chriſt's Doctrine, and deſire 
'tolive Peaceably in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, 
for which Cauſe we have hitherto paid Taxes, 
cuſtom, and all other juſt Dues, as they have 
been lawfully demanded of us; and when we 
(meet together, it is in the Fear of the Lord, 
bor no other end, but to Worſhip him in Spi- 
it and in Truth. And we hope you will not 
deny, but that that Worſhip is Authorized by 
de Laws of the Land; and if fo, then our 
, Widſeeting together, for that very end, is no Tranſ- 
rreſſion within the Compaſs of the late Act, and 
' Wiconſequently we ought to be indempnified; there- 
bre, in Equity and Moderation, conſider our 
WG, and meaſure no other meaſure unto us, 
| Witian you would have meaſured to you again; 
br why ſhould we Suffer, meerly for ſeeking 
so keep our Conſciences void of Offence towards 
Cod, when we do no manner of Wrong towards 
blen? And we do further Appel Fer very 
* -MConſciences, whether it be not againſt common 
Good, to take us from our Husbandry, and other 


"honeſt diligent Labour, and thruſt us up in Gaols | | | 


ad Correctian-Houſes, Where we cannot be ſa 


Add confeſs, Ther their Meeting was for the Wor 


- Sy 
© Serviceable in our Generation, nor Labour for 
© the Maintenance of our Wives and Children, 
© whenas, we have committed no Offence nor 


© wicked : Lewdneſs, that in Juſtice deſervey ſuch 

< Puniſhment? And if you Fine us for 'Whrſhi 
ping God according to our Conſciences, and . li 
' © hard-hearted- Men to take Spoil of our Goods 
then conſider, How can we pay Rents, Taxes 6 
and maintain our Families? i Will not you. be W 
Guilty of bringing Raine and Deſtruction on u 
© in this World, who have not deſerved ſuch hard p; 
© meaſure from you, as our Conſciences bear uM (; 
© witneſs ? Therefore have we Confidence to com.. 
mit our Cauſe to the Lord, and in his Strengtii . 
© can chearfully Suffer what you can do unto ul e 
and Praiſe him that hath counted us worthy toll 5; 
„Suffer for Meeting in his Name, and Obeyingi er 
© his Doctrine: Nevertheleſs, we deſire that youll . 
© take heed of ſhortning your own Tranquility i; 
Land do not (provoke the Lord to take Vengeance (3 
© upon you; for we ery unto him, when we are tj; 
© Oppreſſed;-'and he doth certainly hear us, and 0 
will Right our Wrongs, when he hath ſuffered 4, 
yon fully to try our Faith and Patience. So intq jy 
this Will we are given up, and remain, * 
“over of your Souls, and 4 
deſire your Eternal Good \ 


But, notwithſtanding this Paper, tho' not ans 
Aid appear to proſecute againſt them, Jet erg 3 
they examined by Interrogatories, concerning the! 

Meetings; and becauſe they would not deny, bu 


che hey were fined eich of dun, ig 
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nere more Noble than they of Zowth, for they 
- * diſcharge chem of their Impriſon- 


Wewiſe Thomas Markham, Robert Rookhill, Wil. 
lam Williamſon, Jolm Rookbill, and Thomas Benſon, 


God, were Apprehended by Daniel Whitckombe,&c. 
who ſaid, His Sword was his Order; and carried 
them before Edward Roſeter, who committed them 
Priſoners 5 but they remained in the Conſtables 


1th Month, 1662. where they appeared, and 
yere Indicted by the ſame Party that Apprehend- 
«them, who gave this Evidence againſt them, 
Thit be found them together in Elizaheth Lelling- 
Lpraves Houſe 5, and asked them, Wherefore they were 


y: W hereupon an Indictment was found againſt 
them by the Grand jury; who, ſome of them, 


Accuſed were not permitted to ſpeak for themſelves ; 
but without any legal Trial, was each; of - them 


it ſo, we are not only deprived of Liberty te 


Boa Worſhip God, but alſo "of Humane Society, which 
bow hard meaſure chat is, every ſober Man may 


udge. . 
In the parts uf Hdlend, a0 and! Covaty of Lincoln 


Carmab, WF jor Thinks @ 
keer, Johi May, Suſan kn MAugarei Smith, 05 
kceah Preſton,” Ellen Willſon, were A nd 


Shillings 5 but the Juſtices of that Seflions 


for Meeting together in the Peace and Love of 


Cuſtody till the Seſſions at Caſtor, the 14th of the 


Met together ? And they told him, They were Met 
in Peace and Love; and that was all that he could 


confeſſed, That they beard not the Evidence, and the 


fined Twenty Shillings; one of the Juſtices: ſay- 
Ing, & was 4 Breach of the Lam, if they were found 
nd Wl dove Eive together, whatever the Occaſion was ; nn 5 


V 
5 hes laughs, George 


* the on of the Mouth, withour | y lawful 
Warrant : 
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Warrant to that place, where they were met ts: en 
gether in the Peace of God; the Man that Ay. 
prehended them, was no Civil Officer, but , MM! 
Sword-man, called Edward Auſtin, wherefore they (10 
objected againſt him, and would not have gon Wi" 
with him; but he faid, He would make them gs, Wi" 
or trail them at a Horſe's-tail ; and to Juſtice Jy fon 
they were carried, and by him committed to Sd. Mer 
ding-Priſon, for Meeting together in the Fear of i” 
the Lord, where they remained but five. Days, lie 
and were then releaſed, all but Samuel Davy, whom 
the Juſtices had formerly threatned, becauſe he 
did, before a Juge of Aſſize, witneſs againſt ſome 
of their former Illegal Proceedings againſt him; 
and having there got. an Opportunity to do ſome- 
what againſt him; one of them call'd him, Th WM" 
Brand Rogue And waving the matter for which 8 
| he was brought thither, they determined, as a MI” 
| Ringleader, to ſend him to Priſon, and therefore 4 
tendred him an Oath; and for not giving anſwer, A 
whether he would take it or no, they ſent him to“, 
the Caſtle of Lincoln, where he remained about Bur 
Twenty Two Weeks, till he was delivered, asbe- e 


r oi 0 
At the ſame Seſſions John Tittman, Edward Tiſ⸗ 7 
dale, and George Billers, were committed for not 1 
ſubmitting to the Court, being Indicted for not 1 
going to the Steeple-Houſe, called a Church, which , 
' was not heard of amongſt the Primitive Chriſti- I 
ans, who did never Impriſon or Fine any for not 10 
1 coming to their Aſſemblies, as the falſe Chriſtians * 
do, who kept thoſe Three Innocent Men Priſon -I, 
ers, about a quarter of a Year, for that very thing, N 


and then diſcharged tgeem. 


-:Upon the 12th Day of the 8th Mom, Thom Kin 


"= | 1 . | Pris 
Summers, Chriſtopher Clarke, John: Scotney, Edward 

Fr uw cs fes lle We me 
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6 tended at a peaceable Meeting, and carried before 
fiſtice Burrill, and Juſtice Ouldfeild, of Pinchbecke, 
> Who therefore committed them to Spalding-Prifon, 
Ado with ſome ReluQancy : But Juſtice Burrill 
ad, He had rather have been at Plow; and Juſtice 
ele faid, He had rather have been at Plow ten 
pn; yet, notwithſtanding, theſe Six Innocent 
Ja ſen were Priſoners at Spalding, by Virtue of their 
"WW /{:ti:4s, about a quarter of a Year ; and then at 
ul open Seſſions, held at Spalding, in the 11th 
dont, they appeared, and were, together with 
n Avy, and Six more, Indicted, For Meeting to- 
ther under pretence of Religions Worſhip; to which 
ditment they pleaded, Not Guilty; and deſired 
preſent Trial; but the Court put them off; and 
I pon their Promiſe to appear the next Seſſions, 
ich liſniſſed them; ſo that what their Sufferings will 
* e, for their Chriſtian Meetings, we cannot yet 


ae a full Account; but thele things, in ſhort, | 
wehe have thus recorded and publiſhed, that ſuch ' | 
bo. ; have believed ſlanderous Reports of us, and do — 
on ink us hainous Offenders, becauſe our Sufferings 


be. N ſo great, may more truly diſcern what is ob- 
ed againſt us, and judge whether we be wor- 
12 thy of that hard meaſure which is meaſured un- 
VVV 15 


= We do now remain Seven Priſoners at Lincoln; 
ich Nibereof John Whitehead is one, who had no other 


ti. leaſon given him, Why he ſhould remain in Pri- 
n en, Put the Judges Will was to have it ſo; which 
Niue of the Juſtices ſaid, wat a Law; the other Six 
du. rr for Non-payment of Tithes; Two of which, 
no. . Vincent Frotheringham and Robert Whiteman, are 
6) Witained by Writs given forth, but not in the 
„bags Name, and for not paying Tithes to ſuch 
krieſts, as for denying to do that Service, which 
vy they (being turned with the Times) 1 call 


- > Gs — _ 


| 


Divine; and read it for their Bellies, as they then 
tioned have ſuffered Impriſonment above Three 


Thomas Norton, Robert Walker, (were about tho 


one cruel Prieſt ſeat to Priſon, becauſe they could 
not with a good Conſcience give him Tithes of 


have been aſhamed of theſe Practices 3 who told 


tained Help. unto. this Day z and throu gh bid 
to violate. our Conſciences. 


flict us, according to their Doings ; for ſuch as 
What meafure any one meaſures, ie ſhall be mes 
let th hamed to do ſuch th 
as cangot be reported without being à Stain tt 


- = ry i ö 
* . 4 , * 
the Country, for there is-nothing ſecret that ih 
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deny'd it for their Bellies; theſe Two above-mers 


Years; and Thomas Richardſon hath lain above one 
Year in Priſon for refuling to pay Tithes, and for 


+ 


not giving in his Anfwer upon Oath 


Alſo Three poor labouring Men, 7 7. Alu, 


5th Day of the 12th Month, 1662.) taken from 
their diſtreſſed Wives and Children, and all by 


their Hemp, their Roots and Milk, which wick 
great Induſtry they provided for their poor Wine 
and Families; ſurely the Miniſters of Chriſt would; 


us, that after their Departure, grievons Walve: 


Experience is rue; but. in all theſe Things our 
Eyes are untg the Lord, of whom we have: ob 


Mercy we do, chuſe rather to dye in Priſon, than 

| * ien 0 our outward: Lis 
berty; being aſſured, that God will reward us c- 
cording. to our ; doings, and them alſo who, Af, 


every ane ſpwethz he ſhall rrap ; and lock with 


med to him again; and if. any be offended. on 
aſhamed. that their. Deeds are brought to. Light. 
em be much moreaſhamed to do ſuch things, 


ir Hongur: and Reputation, or an ill ſavour in 


(2u) 
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* ter "TY Abuse was the ſecond time re- 
committed by judge Windham's Order, with- 
5 Trial or Hearing, as thou may 'ſt perceive by 
at is before- written, he was kept riſoner till 
General- Seſſions held at Lomb, the 28th of 
d Month, where there ſat Robert Chriſtopher, 


vidio: Wooly, Iſaac Knight, and William Firewillis 
olds, to en Kays n Kar, was del 
ver red. 0 
I. x 


0, the K King 's Juſtices, a at the General - 
Hellen in Lowth, to Read and 
 Conſeder wah. a "meek Q pe. 


Als 8 

| a Wiz wit" ou. abe to the cry of the 
rich 8 Opp reſſed, and execute Juſtice for the 
1 inger? wels 36 195 be Jo Ignorant o 
one Law, but müſt Know that the Wome which 
ht have already ſuffered. i is exceeding, great, fince 
125,800 may underſtand, that I have now been a 


| te fone? about Teh Months, Seven of which 1 
ee ſuffered in that very Caſe, where the Law. 
17 The Offender. 
f you candot reaſonably judge, whilſt by your 
Irder I have been kept in Priſon, 1 have done 
yl e we nds, for which N b 


al bus ſuffer Three; and ſure- 


l 22 J | 

T he detained Four Months longer than the Lay 
© requires; therefore how can you in honeſty ta 
© me for not Conforming to the Law, ſince Thawe 
done more than fulfil'd it, through Suffering 
© I can do no. leſs than Appeal once more to your 
© very Conſciences, for Jaſtite ahd Right; and the 
©rather, becauſe the Judge of Aſſize hath nog 
© the ſecond time denied to take Cognizance of 
any Caſe, ſave that at the Aſſize he ordered me 
(whom he never ſaw, nor heard ſpeak for m 
_ ſelf) to lie in Prifon, and abide your Order at 
« this Seſſions. which I expe} may be to enlarge 
me, becanfe I am perſwaded no Man can juſt) 
charge me with any thing worthy of Bonds 
therefore do not ſeek Occaſion any longer te 
detain me in your Country; which I therather 
_ © defire, becauſe I underſtand that I am already 
© preſented in the Eccleſiaſtical Court in the County 
of York, where I cannot make my Appearance 
© to Anſwer ſuch things as may be objected agalal 
© me, if you detain me a Priſoner here; where 
fore, if you judge your felves unworthy of Eter4 
© nal Life, or me a Troubler of your Country 
and would have me out of your Coaſts, then le 
me go free, that as I have confeſſed Chriſt Je 
© ſus, and his Heavenly Doctrine, in your Courts 
_ © Temporal, ſo I may confeſs Him, and the right 
Way of God's Worſhip, in theirs that are deem. 
ed Spiritual. But if this juſt and reaſonable de 
Iſire may have no place in pon, ſo as to pfocurd 
my Liberty, which hath. of right been long due 
then know, that ſince the Scripture, cannot bi 
- © broken, but chey that will live Godly in Chriſt Jeſu 
© aſt ſuffer Per ſecution; it is all one to me wher 
e ſafter, being 'through God's Power made 4 
willing and content to Suffer whatſdever you c 
Alufliet upog the, if it be to the Loſs of my ” 


8 * Þ 
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for the Truth 1 do profeſs, as I was the firſt: Day 
«you cauſed me to be ſhut- up in Priſon ;- 
caffured; that my Reward is with the Lord; 


ho will alſo en 1. * 208 TOO to. 
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the 24 Month, 1663. 
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fte 'th 4. reading of bi 0 b Goa W 
Eber, who is aTender Man, "that" hatt fo 


thority under the Earl - Pont did alſo ſj — 
ſomewhat” on the behalf of tlie Priſoner; which, 
together with the E of — * did ſo 


| work ne the Jul ices, i za dead, fo 
ſoon as he. dame to the e : 
tarde Juſtices diſcharged from an e Ioprk rhe 
| = : 5 : 1 
Nai e e 
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A Tender 


vistfgrion 


H tav enly Love, . 


Streaming from che Fountain of 


Endless Life. 


ii on 


UNTO 


| The tribulated Flock of Chrift (whom the | 


World in Deriſion calls Quakers ) Being an Epi- 


file, given forth, by the one Spirit of Truth, | 
through a Servant of the Living God; who is 
5 _ Galled among Men, JOHN WHITEHEAD. 


Ubar Friends and 8 "ad of God, 
and gathered in the Name of the Lord Je 
__  fus Chriſt, which is the Word, the Light, and 
the Life, "whereby we'and all Men were Inlight- 
ned, that we might ſee our Deformicy, and be 

- made ſenſible what Glory, Dignity, and Felicity 
we loſt, by degeneracing from the Law of the 


Lite of the Creator; arid not only fo, but in the 


| fame Light God hath given us again the Know- 


* 


„ 5 
edge of his Glory, Vertue, and power, that by 
the Operation thereof through Faith, we might 
be reformed, created anew, regenerated, reſto- 
red, and eſtabliſhed in the Image and Glory of 
God, wherein Man was formed at firſt by the 
Word of God, which hath been the Principa 
Thing preſſed unto by all the Prophets, Apoſtles, 
and Righteous Men, which have ſerved God in 
their Generation, and been Witneſſes of his Good 
Will towards Men, who gave his Son a Ranſome 
for all, and to enlighten all, as the Spirit of God 
now in due time hath reſtifted unto us; which is 
an evident token that God hath not appointed us 
to Wrath, but to obtain Salvation, and through 
Regeneration to become Heirs of a Kingdom thar 
cannot be ſhaken, which ſtands in Righteouſneſs, _ 
peace, and Joy in the Holy Spirit, wherein ye 
that are Faithful have an acceſs to God, and do 
enjoy ſweet inward Communion with him, whoſe 
Tabernacle is with us, and whoſe Bounty towards 
us hath been exceeding great, and his Goodneſs 
infinites of which I cannot but declare a little; 
at Poſterity may know there is Mercy with him 
b, I dat he may be feared; for in Long - ſuffering he 
bore the Infirmities of our Youth, and in Mercy 
palled by the Sins of former Ignotance ; he did 
allo quicken us who were dead; and opened our 
Eyes that we might fee, and our Ears that we 
might hear: When Compaſſion moved him ta 
pity us in the Day of our wearifome Wandrings, 
he reſtored us a path to dwell in, wherein he hath. 
wided us by the Skilfulneſs of his Hands, and 
chaſtiſed us when we have turned aſide; but 
boring Kindneſs and Mercy he hath not taken 
way from us, but opened his Ear unto out 
y when we were little, he carried us — | 


e 
his Arms; and in our Travels and Trials he hath 
ſupported us; when Temptations have overtaken 
us, and the enemy compaſſed us about on every 
fide, he hath pitied our Weakneſs, and ſtretched 
out his Hand to deliver us; by his Power we 
have been plucked out of the Mire and Clay, 
and our Feet ſer upon a Rock, out of which | 
clean Water hath flowed, both ro waſh and refreſh 
us. Therefore EF will Praiſe the Lord with my 
whole Heart, and aſcribe Glory and Honour 
_ unto the Moſt High, for his work is perfect, and 
bis Love immeaſurable to his Children; he hath | 
given People for their Life, and will not ſpare | 
Nations for their Ranfom ; they which have dig- 
ed a Pit, have fallen therein; and they which do 
lay Snares for the Innocent, ſhall be taken therein; 
as our Eyes have ſeen, and our Fathers have told 
us: Wherefore let us hope in the Lord as long as 
we live, for though he doth now, and hath often 
ſuffered us to be Diſtreſſed, yet have we not been 
deſtroyed, becauſe under us hath been the ever- 
laſting Arm of our God, who every way hath | 
dealt with us as a Father with his Children in 
JJ 
Therefore, dear Friends, as we have taſted that 
God is gracious, let us take heed unto. the Grace 
which he hath given us, and not decline from the 
way that he choſe for us in the Day of our Sim- 
plicity, but bow our Ears to the Inſtruction of 
Life, that we may be kept tender towards God | 
out of the corruptions of this World, and Defile- 
ments of Sin, which in Ancient Time did grieve 
Gods good Spirit, and provoke him to- be Wroth | 


Voith his Inheritance; wherefore let us hold faſt 


the Myſtery of Faith in a pure Conſcience, and 
paſs the time of our fojourning here in Gods Fear, 
CSI Ee ͤ 2 


1 : 
waiting for the fulfilling of theſe very precions 
Promiſes, which we have received, that we may 
be partakers of the Divine Nature, and thereby do 
the things contained in the Royal Law of our 
Lord; ſo ſhall we ſtand juſtified, when the ſecrets 
of Men ſhall be manifeſt, and judged with his 
Light, and every Man feel in himſelf the Reward 
of his Works, whether they be Good or Evil; for 
in them that have done evil, ſhall the Wrath cf 
God burn like devouring Fire; but in them that 
have done Good, ſhall Divine Joy and Conſolation 
ariſe from the Well-ſpring of God's everlaſting 
Love. So theſe Things bearing a weight upon my 
Heart, I judged it my Duty to ſtir you up by way 
of Remembrance, for the Joy thar*is ſet before 
you, to endure the Croſs, and deſpiſe the Shame, 
« committing your ſelves wholly to the Lord in 
well-doing, that he may keep your Minds ſtable 
in the Love of the Truth, till ye come to receive 
2 full Reward for every Labour of Love, and for 
all Sufferings that ye have undergon for the Lord's 
lake. And dear Hearts, though I am perſwaded 
that divers of you know theſe Things, and are 
elabliſhed in the preſent Truth, yet whileſt we 
dwell in Tabernacles of Clay, and are fubjeQ to 
de tempted, the Love of God conſtrains me to 
communicate that which I have received for 
your Good and Preſervation, defiring that ye alſo - 
nthe fame Love may ſeek to preſerve one another, 
ad admoniſh, exhort and ſtir up that which is 
Good in one another, ſo much the more as we 
mow the true Light ſhineth, and hath manifeſted 
lhe Things belonging to our Peace; conſidering. 
bat ye muſt give an Account to God, how you 
mprove your Talents; be not diſcouraged at 
de untowardnels of ſuch as have given way to 
)) - oo aol 38 
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the Enemy, and are drove afide by his Subtilty 


and Violence, for they do moſt need Help that 


are the leaſt ſenſible of it, and do preſiimptuouſy 
kick againſt the Admonitions and Exhortations of 
faithful Friends and Brethren ; being hardened ig 


themſelves, that they fee] not God's Witneſi 


wherein perſiſting, they are nor only be: ue 
their Reward, but loſe all Tenderneſs to the 


Truth, and are covered with thick Darkneſs, and 


drowned in Deſtruction and Perdition. There. 
fore, as ſoon as ye are ſenſible the enemy hath got 
Advantage of any particular, be ready to give 
and receive Warning and Exhortation to and from 
one another, leſt any be hardened through the 


Deceitfulneſs. of Sin. 


And dear Friends, in the Name of the Lord = 


Jeſus Chriſt, diligently meet together, and ſuffer | 


not your ſelves to be drawn out from a watchful 
waiting State, leſt ye ſlumbering do trifle away 


= your Precious Time, and grow Weak, and the | 
Enemy enter at unawares; for they that wait on 
God, ſhall renew their Strength; and the watchful 


Eye ſhall ſee his Saviour and Deliverer near, to the 


_ refreſhing of his Soul, which ſhall be cloathed 
with Righteouſneſs, and filled with the Glory and 
Vertue of an Immortal Life; whilſt the Soul of the 
| Sluggard is Cloathed with Rags, and ſuch as be 
_ Careleſs, intangled with many hurtful Lufts : 


Wherefore, dear and tender Plants, I ſay again, 


be watchful. and obedient to God in Things that 


are clear and manifeſt; ſo will hidden things be 


revealed, and ye taught to avoid every thing that 
ends to beget Doubts, Diſputings or Contention a- 


NE 
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whereby you are enlightened, and © 7 
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for the latter Rain, where ye have received the 
former Rain; fo ſhall ye take deep Root in a 

fruitful Ground, and be no more ſubje& to 
Toſſing, whilſt your Hearts are tender in the 
Light; ſound Judgment ſhall ſnut out Deceit and 
falle os and keep. you tender and open to the 
Inſtruction of Life, both in your ſelves, and in 
whomſoever it ſhall breathe forth Exhortation or 
Doctrine, that ye may be edified or built upon 
that Foundation which is ſure ; whereby ye may 
be ſtrengthened againſt every Appearance of Evil, 
and ſtand pure in a Righteous, Holy, Blameleſs 
Life, which may filence all Gainſayers, and be to 
the Praiſe and Glory of God, who hath called 
you out of Darkneſs, into his marvellous Light; 
wherein, that ye may abide for ever, is the earn- 
et Deſire of your Brother and Companion in Tri- 
er bulation, who under his own Hand hath ſent you 
ul Wh this Salutation; From Spalding Priſon this 19th 
uc of the ↄth Month, 1664. 
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Dean, Subdean, Chancellor, Surrogate, 
and other Officers and Miniſters, be- 
longing to the Eccleſiaſtical Court at 
Lincoln, and to all the Members of | 


* t ** 


: the Church of England, 


FT TOW is your Love to God and Religion de-. 
cay'd, that you are not willing to Repair | 
and Uphold the Houſes for Meeting in to Wor- 
ſhip God Almighty, which your Predeceſſors 
builded, nor pay for ſome of the - Garments 
Tour Prieſts: wear, nor for the Books they pub- 
lickly read in, nor for the Bread and Wine 
which your ſelves and they drink in your Com. 
munion, without Help and Aſſiſtance of ſuch as 
are not Members of your Church, nor can joyn 
Voith you in your Ways, Practice and Worſhip, 
wherein you are gone from the Footſteps of 
Chriſt his Ancient Flock? But if you ſay, Nay, | 
We are his true Church, and the Sheep of his Paſture, 
Then ſhew unto us, by plain Scripture, or evi- 
dent. Demonſtration grounded thereupon, whe- | 
ther ever the True Church of Chriſt did force 
Maintenance for their Miniſters (from ſuch as 
did neither Hear them, nor Own them) as you 
do? And whether ever they did Deſire, Demand, | 
or Sue. thoſe that were not of their Society, nor 
min Fellowſhip with them, for Money to Maintain 
| Foe Miniſters, Repair their Meeting-Houſes, «| 
$274. *. | 3 | 145 
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o Buy them Surplices or Books, or to Buy Bread 
nd Wine to drink in Commemoration of Chriſt's 
beath, Cc. And if there be neither Scripture nor 
Reaſon for theſe Things, why are they put in 
„„ SEEDED 

bo conſider ! When did the Primitive Chriſti- 

„d, or when do we, who are truly reform'd af- 

4 ter their Example, deſire any thing of you, or 

my that Diſſent from us, for the Maintenance of 

t or Miniſters, or for the Repairing and Uphold- 

f Jin our Meeting-houſes, or for any other Matter 

r Thing, pertaining to the Worſhip and Service 
of our God? And if ſuch a Practice would be 

bok'd upon by you, Unjuſt and Unreaſonable in 

e- s, then ſee how it looks in your ſelves; and 

ir ink not by Force and Cruelty to Convince us, 

r- W bring us back from that which you call Error, 

rs o that which you call Truth: For we are Men, 

is Wind not Beaſts, and may be perſwaded by Truth 

b- ad Reaſon, but truſt we ſhall never be driven 

ne y Force and Cruelty to do thoſe Things you 

n- I have neither Scripture nor Reaſon to perſwade us 

as WI ith they ought to be done by us. 

yn do you that are Leaders and Governours of the 

Ip, N fople, and have any hand in our Excommuni- 

of Wationor Impriſonment, or through whoſe Threat- 

a), Wl ings we are fo ſtraitly kept, that we have not 

e; liberty to go forth to Buy Neceſſaries for our 

Vi- klres, nor viſit. our diſtreſſed Families, conſider | 

he- Things; and whether you do well thus to ſmite 

rce WM jour fellow-Servants (at ſuch à time as this) 
abe are true Chriſtians and good Proteſtants, | 
"Pt, through your Indulgence, the Papiſts have 
nd, Wtieir Liberty, which we Envy not; tho? it will 
nor appear, we ſhall be more your Friends, if you 
ain e Real Proteſtants, than they will be in the 


Day of Trial and Great Judgment, which i 


| Reconciled, every Man to his Neighbour andtg 
Hie may find us in Love one to another, as he 


another by the Throat, and Impriſoning they, 


Love, and therefore expect an Anſwer of Peace 
ferers in the Caſtle of Lincoln, for Conſclence- 
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haſtgning on th is ſinful Land, Which we defrelif 
every ſober Chriſtian may lay to Heart, ande- 


his Brother, that when Chriſt our Lord comes 
commanded his Diſciples; and not taking ons 
till they have paid the utmoſt Farthing, as you 
do unto us, for that which is not really Dug 
from us, who Owe nothing to any Man but 
from you, or ſome, of you unto us, being Sul. 


fake, upon the Accounts above-mentioned, and 


cannot, for Fear or Favaur, turn aſide from what 
the Lord has perſwaded us unto. \ 


n - 
N 00 call d Quakers, 


| , 

„ nm 
/  Lincoln= the 30 OW 
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PROFESSORS 


As have known the 


| Way of Truth; 


AND 


ue turned aue from its Holy Teſti- 
nony, to fave themſelves ; opened and la- 
el. mented ; With ſome wholſome Warnings 


and Admonitions, tending to reſtore and 15 | 


turn them again to the Lord, that they 
may be ſaved by him, both from the 
Evil of Sin and FR l 


Dear Able, F 
WHAT Lamentation ſhall 1 take wie yer? 


jou, who were viſited in the ſpringing forth of 


And wherewith ſhall 1 ſufficiently bemoan 


God's Day, and have thereby ſeen the Way of | phe 


HE Fa, and felt e of that Power of 9 


”_ 
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which once made your Hearts tender, and cauſe, 
the Strong Man to bow himſelf; ſo that you he 
gan to be pliable unto God's Will, and did low 
- his Precepts ; but now are turned from th 
Light, and wandered out of that Way, whie 
you know to be true, and have loſt the Feeling 
of the Power of God, and have your Heard 
hardened with the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, and over 
charged with the Cares of this Life, and you 
Wills at Liberty, as a Bullock unaccuſtomed 10 
the Yoak; running on contrary to that of God 
in you. I ſay again, What Lamentation ſhall 
take up for you? Surely: if my Head were Wa 
ters, and my Eyes a Fountain of Tears, I could ng 
ſufficiently bemoan you; for I do plainly ſee, tha 
Deſtruction and Miſery is in your way, becauſdW$ 
the Lord's good Spirit is daily grieved with you 
and his Soul takes no Pleaſure in you that drauf 
back from the Paths of Life and Truth: And 
thoſe to whom you fly, and under whoſe Shadow 
you ſeek to ſhelter your ſelves, cannot at all de 
liver themſelves, nor you from the Wrath 10 
come, 8 all that are not Obedient to the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. Neither do they at all care for 
you: Though they flatter with their Lips, yet 
have they an Eye to ſee, that you who ate 
Treacherous to your own Principles, will eaſih 
become Treacherous to them; ſo that your Con- 
dition is exceeding ſad; for in your preſent State 
you are an Abomination to God, to his Saints 
and Angels, and a Scorn to Fools, and a hiſſing 
and deriſion to the Subtile Adverſary, that hath 
caught you in his Snare. Therefore conſider your 
Eſtate, and let me a little Expoſtulate with you 
in the Name of the God of Heaven: What can 
he done for a People, that he hath not done, 1 


CST - 
vn ready to do for you? Hath not Line been 
non Line, and Precept upon Precept, here a 
le and there a little, that ye might underſtand 
a lay it to Heart? Have not God's Servants 
„ prophets been frequently ſent amongſt you, 
. WW, whom God hath given Witneſs by his own 
lebt in your Conſciences? Moreover, hath he 
t {mitten you with the Word of his own 
Mouth, and Cauſed you to feel and dread his 
er? Hath he not alſo come in the Spirit of 
leekneſs, and with yerning Bowels of Love be- 
zugt you to return, when you began to ſtray 
om him? Hath he not alſo been ready to for- 
re your Treſpaſſes, and heal your Back- ſlidings, 
nd can you juſtly charge him and his Servants 
n Blame if you Periſh ? Did not he once ap- 
er unto you altogether Lovely? And with him 
ee is no Alteration nor Shadow of changing. 
ten conſider what hath blinded your Eyes, 
ou why do you turn aſide from following him? 
I you not therein deſpiſe your Birth-right, as 
Ew, and betray the Juſt as Judas did? Oh ! woe 
s me for you, that have let go Eternal Life, and 
lid hold on this preſent World; for you have. 
ade a miferable Exchange, and the Earth that 
w think to fave you, is reſerved unto Fire, and 
* atwhich pertaineth thereunto, and can delight 
rein, ſhall be burnt up; and where will you 
ter. hide your ſelves, when the Terrors of Death 
krlaſting compaſs you about; who (as Cain) 
ure murdered the Juſt,, and muſt be Baniſhed 
bom the Preſence of God for ever? And what 
pod will all the Earthly Treaſures wherein you 
ure delighted do you in that Day 7 Shall not all 
Worlds Friendſhip then have an end? And one 
Wpter to Wickedneſs ſhall curſe: another, or 
W A 


tte Worlds Riches, Glory and power can fy 


ye awakened, and do not trifle away the preci 


mixes) may de the Ground of your Apollat 


j 
e 


[467 
tauſe they have been the occaſion of their Ae 
ry, out of which Gold cannot redeem, nor viſt 


one Soul. Therefore be ye awakened, all ye yi 
have not yet ſinned unto Death; bur thtoy' 
Diſtruſt, laviſh Fear, or the Luſts of your o 
Fleſh, are veiled, and do either ſtapd till, or ar 
turned away Backward ; for you thay be reney 
ed to Repentance, who have any Senfe of you 
out. running. or grievous Sin in back-fliding ;j 
you be ar all ſmitten, and do grieve for the 9 
there is hope concerning you: Therefore fearth 
Rod, and him that hath 9 7 it; and if chen 
remain any Bowels of Tenderneſs, or any ſpark o 
Love to God, if it be but ſo much as makes 50 
in Secret figh for want of him; then ariſe ]] 
come away, and linger not in Darkneſs where ul 
tan hath Dominion, any longer; leſt you murd 
tze Juſt, and ſo join to Idols; for why fhould yo 
wander in the Blackneſs of the Night, till in the 
end your Steps take hold on Helk out of whit! 
there is no Redemption? Therefore I ſay again, 


_ ous Time, leſt the Door of Mercy be quite hull 
_ againſt you, and take heed of giving any mort 
way to an Eyil Heart of Unbelief, which fail” 
Tbe Lord delays bi coming, and thinks him ag, 
in fufilling his Promiſes; for that (togethet wit 
the Worldly Wiſdom, wherewith the Serpent 


from the Life, and the Principal Chain wherewit 
Man is held from returning to God, becauſe Un 
belief hinders you from beholding his moſt Glo 
rious Power, and from enjoying the moſt Preci 
_ ous Treaſures of his Kingdom; and then thay 

Worldly Wiſdom not being capable of diſcerninf 


—— ———— — 
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i hs invifble Things of God, which he hath or- 
Wo nd to our Glory, draws down the Mind to 
ef m (elf and lay hold on his preſent World. 


lich ye can in nd wiſe pleaſe, and have its Love 
U Friendſhip, but you do diſpleaſe God, and 
{ his Love and Friendſhip. Therefore, ſeeing 

» cannot ſerve God and Mammon, come forth and 
ye ſeparare from all their Idolatry, Prophane- 
and Wil-worſhip 3 and if they purſue you 
ih perſecutions and Reproaches, look not at 


wat, and do Work for us a far more weighty 
wn of Glory, which God will certainly give 
po all that be faithful unto the end. But it is 
farful thing to fall into the Hands of the Li- 
"e, and long provoked God, if willfully you 
eo Wilobey his Light in your own Conſciences, and 
Wellioufly forſake him; becauſe he hath Power 
p caſt into Hell, whete-the-Wicked, and all they 
ht forg.c God, ſhall be tormenred perpetually. 
What can I ſay more unto you? But with yern« 
= Bowels of Love exhort you to ſearch and try 
wir Ways, and turn again to the Lord, who 
wald not your Deſttuction; but delights rather 
SWPardon then Puniſh you, becauſe he loveds you 
WW his Creatures. And as you return to the Lord, 
men you ſee © 'Briars and Thornes, grievous 
ſolres, and hungry Eagles in your Way to 
or you, be not diſmaid at all; but with pur- 


wy nſuming Fire, and he will make your Way thro? 
Un All, and yau ſhall fee all vaniſh a8 a Shadow, that 1 


"ds in Oppoſition. to you, in God's Work and 
Nay; for the end of all Things is at Hand, and the 
pdoms of this World ſhall become the King- 
dns of our God, and of his Chriſt 3 and w f 


em; for ſuch light Afflictions are but for a Mo- 


de. of Heart cleave unto the Lord, who is 4 


— on PRE nw 


—— 


Wberein I Lay, Follow ar, a we follow Ci. Nie 


I 
which have ſuffered with him, ſpall reign 3th h 
laith the Spirit of the Prophets; but they that have de 
ny*d.him before Men, ſhall be deny d by him at H 
appearing in the Glory of bi Father, and the Hoh 4 
gels with bim, to give a Reward to every Man a then 
Works be: Therefore confider, that if you for Earth, 
ly Things deny the Truth of God, how will it grieye 
you in that Day, to ſtand afar off and ſee the Lad 
innocent People (who have not loved their Live 
upto Death, but freely given up all, thatthey migh 
overcome, through the Blood of the Lamb, and thi 
Mord of their Teſtimony ) receive a Kingdom and Cra 
which fades not away, whilſt you are bereaved o 
all that wherein you delighted, and are compaſs 
about; with Terror, and cover'd with Shame and 
Contempt, which is the juſt Reward of all who de 
ny the Lord that bought them, who have put hin 
to open Shame by diſtruſting his Power, and turn 
ing from him in the ſight of his Enemies. 


Theſe Things bearing a Weight upon my Spill © 

di and berate 1 do boch gelte to be clear fi 
the Blood of all Ven, and do entirely love theiffi f. 
Souls, I have in this manner Communicated them i 
becauſe I am a:Sufferer in outward Bonds, among 5 
the Lord's valiant and faithful People, call'd % . 
ters ; who though we haye been Deſpiſed and the 
RNeproached by the wiſe Profeſſors of this Gene „ 
mon, yet are not of them that draw back ff i 


perdition, but preſs on, to the end of our Race 


Lineol Calle, dhe 1 
Day of the 2 F. Whitehead bo 
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GER * 2W FOR ebe and 18 FEA 
I Being a Priſoner for the Word of God and 

Tefimony of Chriſt Jeſus, having not any 
other way to. manifeſt that Care and Love which 
z in my Heart for you and to you, it is come 
won me to write this Epiſtle, to ſtir you up, by 
way. of, Remembrance, to call to Mind the Days 
that are paſt, wherein the Lord in great Mercy 
id viſit us, when we Walked as other Gentiles, 
n the. Vanity of our Minds, being alienated from 
the Life of God, we had not Ability | to overcome 
thoſe Luſts, whereby we were inticed into Evil, 
o the wounding of our own Souls, and darken- 
ing of our Underſtandings, until it pleaſed the 
Lord to viſit us with the ſpringing forth of the 
delled Day of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, whoſe 
Holy Light ſhined in our Hearts and Clnfclences. 
Buck diſcovered unto us our loſt Eſtare and un- 
done Condition, whilſt we Wed without God in 
the World, in which Light the quickening Power 
of Chriſt Jeſus was manifeſt in our ſelyes, which 
Fought us Wa an inward. Fouſe of our own "i 
” - 


e 44 


our Exerciſes have been many, and the Perils ; 
Tribulations, which we have gone through, hase 


ͤ +, - a. 
neſs and Corruption, under which we were truly 
bowed down, and broken in the Righteous Judy. 
ments of God, which brought great Humility 
and Tenderneſs of Heart and Conſcience in yg, 
through the Appearance of his Grace, by which 

we were erte in his Holy Lav aghich he 
_ writ in our Hearts, and put his Fear in-our*inward 
Parts; whereby we departed from Evil, and re- 
ceived Ability to do Good, through the Obedi- 


* 


ence of the Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus, who waſhed and 
FA 


ſanctiſied us win # lood, that ye 


might be fitted for hi Vie and Service, after he 
„illuminated and accept. 


i 
* . q 
had ſo mercifully viſite 
ed us. Oh! the Love which God ſhed abroad in 
our Hearts, when, he had enlarged us to ruf the 
way of his Precepts, is mor ethan can be expreſſed, 
which Love conſtrained. us to ſeek his Glory, 
and the good of his ſcattered People, with dhe 
hazard of our Lives, Liberties, and whatever'elfe 
Was near and dear unto us in this World, we 
gave it all up through that Love which was the 
Bond of our Friendſhip with God, and one with 
another, wherein alſo we were edified, and be- 


came an Habitation of God, whoſe Tabernadle is} 


with us. And however he harh ſuffered us to be 


mitten with the Rod of Men, Loving-kindnels| 


s, though 


and Mercy he hath not taken from 4 


been of divers Kinds, and thoſe wich Talle Bre- 
thren none of the leaſt; for no wo did we 
begin to appear in that Teſtimony which we had 
received from; God, but we had many Advetfaries, 
beſides the Imiracors that from amongſt 
did ane e perverfe things, 


gs, which gare 
occaſion to Profeſſors and People, to bend then 


and 


our felves} 


- * 8 % : 
* * [ 23 1 J 4 ; 


/ Wl forgues like Bows againſt us, in Refroach, eruel 
„bing, Reviling, Slanders, Stoning and Bufſetin 'Y 
l which the meek Spirit and Life of Chriſt Jeſus 
WM navifcſted in us, did ſhine through and overcome 
g ren as the Wind bloweth where it liſteth, and 


difperſerh Fogs and Miſts of Darkneſs that ariſe 
out of the Earth; inſomuch that the Prieſts, who 


I were Ring-leaders in thoſe things, were fain to 

: call to the Magiſtrates for help, who imployed 
"their Power to cruſh us, by Impiſoument, Whipping, 

K nd other wrongful Vexations, as Finings, Spoiling 

s of our Gedi, and the like: And when that 

" WGcncration of Pofelling Prieſts ſaw they prevailed 
regs they ſtruck Hands with the Church of | 
1 lend, Which they had exploded, to ſuppreſs us. 


IIe through ell theſe things Truth hath prevailed, 
JW nd God hath glorified his own Naine, in which 
b sethered us, and hath bleſſed and proſpered us 
Gy uo 2 People. And now let the Mateb. men of 
he ee of 2 1 7 leſt they un hands 
bn the %, to help to xoot us up from being a 
% Polterit e Earth, le they allo be ſwallowed 
ol their Helpers ; For again God will glorifie 
del own Name, and preſerve his People in the 
| ht of his Enemies, that he may be admired in 
h dem that fear him, and truſt in his Name, © 
a ad now, being ſenüble how that Generation 
nel dich did fee the Wonders of the Lord, and 
- ee upheld by bis mighty Power, is paſſing a- 
vel and many of them gone before us to their 
ad eating lcheritance with Chriſt Jeſus in his 
ies, ego, aud another Generation that haye | 


oo" 4d more, but ſeen, and experienced leſs, both 
ue be Wiles: of Saran, and operation. of God's = 
en brer, that diſcovers and breaks his Snares, are 
ue ing, Who are the Off-fpring of the Elders, 

s] I 


Mo through Faith andParience have e, : SE 


into the Vineyard at other hours of the day who ſe 


de exerciſed towards God in all your Aſſemblies 
| wherein: the Overſight and Care of the Flock o 
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good Report, beſides many others who have come 


muſt all be tryed and proved, as Virtuous Men 
have been in all Ages, that have obtained like. « 
recious Faith: It is my hearts Defire and Prayer 
To God, ais, That we all may be found unto the 7 
Praiſe and Glory of God, who Lath called*s out 
of Darkneſs, unto his marvellous Light, that every 


one may be counted worthy of Eternal Life, and be f 
made up amongſt the Lords Jewels, and gathered i ;. 


into his Treaſure. And for this Cauſe bear with me * 
ina Word of Exbortation, Warning and Advice, which 1. 
in the Love of God I fend 1 you, from theW 50 
movings of the Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus, that quickens , 
us and knits us together, as Members of his Body, 
in which we both ſuffer and rejoyce one with an- 
other, having a Senſe and Feeling of one another 


JJ. ( CEE | 
And frf, I write unto you Fathers and Antiens 
amongſt che Flock and Family of God, who havg 
| known the Lords great work in the beginning 
and the manner of his carrying it on, both in youd 
ſelves and others; bleſſed are you of the Lord 
vo keep your Habitatjon in him, and do humbly 
walk' with him, daily , enduring the Croſs. of 
Chriſt Jeſus, and Contradictions of Sinners againſſ 
your ſelves; knowing that the Servant is nol 
a — than his Lord; and that we only carl 

be preſerved, increafe and grow, as Trees thaf 
bear good Fruit, and wither not, by the ſamg 
Principle of Life, which firft quickened 'us untd 
_ Gad; and therein let us abide for evermore, and 


God comes upon you, who mark the end of ou 
_ Conyerſation. And therefore that we may de bet 
tt M0 TY OTROS 010” 92” WI _ holy 


- * * 
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koly and blameleſs in the Love of God, and iti 
the Meekneſs, Patience and Humility of Chriſt 
ſeſus, to be good Examples to them that follow 
iter us, is the earneſt Deſire and Travel of my 
And you that are Young Men, in the flower of 
your Strength, becauſe the Word of God abides 
in you, Whereby you have in a good meaſure 
overcome the Wicked One: Oh! my dear Brethren, 
vatch and be ſober, modeſt and lowly minded, 
faring the Lord always, left ye be again entang- 
kd with any Yoke of Bondage, or Pollutions of 
the World, which ye have eſcaped through the 
Power of Chriſt Jeſus, and alſo leaſt ye be inſna- 
red by the Wicked One, whom you have many 
times overcome; for by Faith we ſtand, not bearing 
he Root, but the Root bears us, whom it be- 
boves to keep on our Armour of Light, in which 
walking, we have our Feet ſhod with the Pre- 
ration of the Goſpel of Peace, and the Helmet of 
vation, and the Breaſt-plate of Righteouſneſ®, the 
ol Shield of Faith and Sword of the Spirit, Which is 
= the Word of God, by which we are enlightned ro 
ee the devices of Satan, and his Wiles and Temp- = 
WI taicns, whoſe deadly Malice is againſt us, and 
terefore ſeeks to devour us, or bring us into 
anger, either by inward Temptations, or outward 
Volence, which he ſtirs up in this time of our 
pal and Adverſity, making uſe of thoſe for In- 
tkuments, that have dealt treacherouſly in the 
Wl Land of Uprightneſs: And therefore let us be 
ccumſpect in Word and Converſation, commit- 
ig our Way unto the Lord, that weigheth rhe 
hl Hountains in Scales, and the Spirits cf Men as in @ 
balance, who with the Breath of his Mouth will ſcat- 
ne Chaff, and diſperſe the Clouds of Darkneſs, which 


b 33 
would obſcure the Glory of God's heavenly 17 


woul he 5 neaventy A art 
as he hath done in Ages paſt, and likewiſe in ow Ml fes 
days, as many of you are Witneſſes. 2 
So having this Hope, we faint nor, but believe MW He 
the God of Peace will tread Satan under our Feet, M th; 
and through Chriſt's Power (without whom we yo 
can do nothing) we ſhall triumph over the wicked Wl gi 
One; and as the Love, Goodneſs and Mercy of the Ml fe 
Lord ye have obtained, let the ſame freely run M ve 
through you, that by Patience, Meekneſs, Long. WM in 
ſuffering and ſeaſoned Doctrine, ye may gather ab 
in the ſcattered, and thoſe which have halted th. 
through feebleneſs of Mind, by your diligent la. ou 
bour in ycur Monthly and Quarterly- Meetings, she 
and elſewhere, may have ſtumbling Blocks fe- co 
moved out of their way, and be confirmed, and wi 
all the upright in Heart preſerved in the Unity of ch. 
the Spirit and Bonds of Peace; and let Love 2. th 
bound in your Hearts one to another, 1 an 
to that old Commandment that Chriſt gave his Dil th 
Ciples, for in that you may edifie one another; Fo 
But the Wrath of man works not the Righteouſneſs ol EA 
ont oo Bog ab 
And you Children who have known the Father an 
through the Light of his beloved Son Chriſt Jelus MW w 
who hath ſhined in your Hearts, in whom youll nj 
have believed, that ye might receive Remiſſion ol = 
Sins, for his Names ſake, take diligent heed untqſ by 
your ſelves, leſt you grieve the Spirit of God Fe 
through which you have received the Adoption fu; 
and are ſealed unto the day of Ter Bui of 
Watch, and be ſober- minded, leſt the Adverſary i $n 
that preſents himſelf amongſt the Sons of God 50 
when he comes from walking to and fro in ih 1h; 
Earth, get advantage againſt you, and draw youlY 4, 
minds our from the pure holy Seed, whereby po Tt 


—— 
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xe begotten into the love of God; from which 
fervent Breathings, and holy Deſires, and Godly 
zeal, ſprings up in broken, tender, and humble 
Hearts, Which thereby draws in daily nouriſhment, 
that keeps you growing, freſh and fruitful, whilſt 
you abide in a Holy Reverence, and devoutly 
given up to walk in the true Light and Life of 
jeſus Chriſt, who is both our Saviour and Preſer- 
yer, Without whom we can do nothing well · pleaſ- 
ing unto God. And therefore, little Children that 
tbide in him, grow more freſh lively and fruitful, 
than aſpiring Spirits, or lofty' Branches that run 
out till they have loſt their hold in the Root, which 
hould nouriſh them; Oh ! how ſoon do they be- 
come like Corn on the Houſe top, decay and 
wither, when their Expectations are fruſtrated, 
their Faith fails by which they ſhould Rand and 
their Deftres grow weak and feeble, their Love 
and Zeal cold; fot where Humility is wanting, 
there is not a capacity of receiving more Grace: 
for ſuch who are lifted up, are wiſe in their own 
Eyes, and conceited that they lack nothing, but 
abound in their own ſenſe, and are full of Words, 
and have not a place in them to receive that Vertue 
which the Lord is ready and willing to commy- 

Therefore, Dear Children, be not High- minded, 
but wait upon God in Silence, Humility, and pure 
Fear, that of his Fulneſs you may receive Grace 


ſufficient for you in all your Exerciſes, and a Spring 


of Holy Underſtanding, to deliver you from the 


Snare of Death; for the Lord hath a regard unto 


you that fear him, and think upon his Name, in 
theſe trying dayes, wherein The Proud are counted = 
bappy, and thoſe that work Wickedneſs are lifted up. 


Therefore lgok_ not out, nor be diſmayed at what 


, ⏑ r oo IT ers then Re ABER - =_ 
* 
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Man can do unto you, whoſe Breath is in his Noft; | 


rils, for wherein is he to be accounted of? But 


be faithful and valiant in keeping your Meetings to 


wait upon God, and worfhip and ſerve him that 
made Heaven and Earth, who knows how to glo- 


rifie his own Name, and reward all his faithful Ser. 


vants and Prophets, and them that fear his Name, 


| fmall and great. So when you ſee the Wicked 
flouriſh like a green Bay-Tree, and live in Wealth | 
and Pleaſure, Proſperity and Dominion, let not 


your Hearts be troubled, though with Rigourthey 
rule over you, and oppreſs you on every fide, for 
the Moft High beholds ir, and hath an Eye open 


to the cry of the Poor, and will deliver his Children 
out of the Jaws of the Devourers, and give thema 
more ſure Reward and everlaſting Inheritance inthe 
ſight of their Enemies, who thought their Life Bit. 
cer, and their End without Honour ; but the Right- | 
teous enter into everlaſting' Life, and the Wicked 
go into everlaſting Puniſhment, and the Gulf is fix- 
eld that they cannot change their Minds nor their 
State, for their Torment endures for ever; but the 
meek and patient Sufferers and faithful Followers | 

of Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall enter into their Maſters Joy, 

which is unfpeakable and full of Glory. _ 


And you that are Convinced, and have a Profeſſion 
of Truth from the knowledge of things compre- 
hended in the Underſtanding, from what you have 
heard and read, and the Advantages you have 
had by your Education, it lies upon me to Exhort 
and Warn you to wait to poſſeſs the true Chriſtian | 
Life, and take heed of reſting ſatisfied with that 
Which you have taken to your ſelves, For it is the 
gift of God that is Eternal Life, which is to be wait» 
ed for in the Croſs: And alfo, take heed that you | 
confide not in your Ability to do any thing of | 
„„ 1 1 your | 
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jour ſelyes, for that will be rejected, till you num 
ind inwardly feel the Seed of God, and his work 
in your Hearts; and this is the Work of God, Tbat 
qou believe in the Light of Chriſt Feſus, and be planted 
into his Death, that dying together with him, bis Life 
may be made manifeſt in your mortal Bodies, that both 
jour Souls and Bodies may be capable of glorifying God, 
in bringing forth the Fruits of his Spirit, wherein he can 
light ; for now is the Ax laid to the Root of the Tree, 
ad every Tree that bringeth not forth good Fruits, muſt 
be bewn down and caſt into the Fire: But the long- 
zulfering and Patience of God leadeth to Repent- 
ance, and hath been great towards many of you, 
who have ſtood in a convinced ſtate, but have 
been negligent and careleſs, not walking worthy 
of the Mercy of this day, wherein the Lord hath 
not been wanting to you, but hath viſited you 
ime after time, looking that you ſhould bring 
forth good Fruit; and through the Interceſſion that 
hath been made for you, he hath let you alone 
Tear after Year, and his Servants have laboured 
amongſt you” in the Lords Vineyard, that ye 
night be Fruitful, whilſt the Rain hath deſcended 
pon you: But Oh! how many are yet barren, 
or like that Ground that doth not bring forth 
Herbs meet for the ' Dreſſer, but Bryars and 


© Thorns, and other unſavory Weeds, which the 


Lord takes no Pleaſure in? And therefore I am 


enſilble that Wrath is-kindled againſt that Ground, 
Ind thoſe unnatural Branches that bring forth 


ent Fruits, who fit and ſpeak againſt their Brethren, 


and ſlander their Mothers Children, who becauſe 


of his Long-ſuffering have thought the Lord de- 
ly'd his coming, and therefore have join'd with 


lis Enemies, and ſmitten their fellow-Servants, la- 


ouring as much as in them lies, to expoſe mem ; 
[EM OY en Oey = 


all evil Thoughts, and farmizing one of another, 


. 
and all their faithful Teſtimonies, to the ſcorn and 
ſury of this prophane and deſpetate Age, for! 
which cauſe a Day of Tryal is come, and the 
Lord will manifeſt whom he hath choſen to ſeed 
his Lambs and watch over his Flock; and they 
thall come near unto him, and have the Light 
of his Countenance, and in all their Troubles be 
comforted with the preſence of the Lord, whilſt | 
his Indignation ſmoketh againſt: all that are 
_ treacherous and falfe-hearted, who have not re- 
garded the Glory of the Lord, nor ſought the 
Proſperity of Sion in what they have brought 
forth, but have feen falſe Burdens, and cauſed 
the unwary to ſtumble, and turned the ſimple from 
the right way, and their Reward ſhall be accord- 
ing to their works. „ 
Therefore all Dear Friends, keep your Habitati- 
on in the Light, and be Followers of that which] 
is good, that in you may ariſe and encreaſe 
the firſt Love and Faith by which you believed 
the Record that God gave of his Son, in the Uni- 
ty of whole Life and Light we were bleſſed and 
5 13 into a People, and the Lord hath de- 
light in us, and will preſerve us as a Nurſery off 
tender Plants, from which ſhall ſpring a mighty 
People, though the Nations are Angry, and 
may ſeek to hinder the Work of the Lord, who 
will diſtreſs them, as in Ancient time, that they 
may be tryed that dwell upon the Earth. Where- 
fore all terider-hearted Friends, take heed off 
| looking out, but abide in the Light, where there} 
is no occaſion of ſtumbling; for it judges down 


which gender to Strife, and tends t break the 
Bonds of Love and Friendſhip one to another, 
Wich are, and of righr ought to he kept vio 


—— — 
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uble amongſt the Diſciples of Chriſt, that being 
„Ie great Commandment. he hath given to them, 

and the principal Mark he hath ſet upon them 
e W ( 
Therefore, Dear Brethren and Friends, love the 
Lord withal your Hearts, for that is a perfeck 
Bond to keep you in, Obedience to him, and love 
one another as your own Souls; that you may 
ſympathize one with another in Affſictions, and 
help, comfort and ſupport one another, as the 
Lord hath helped and comforted you, that it 
may be manifeſted by your Works, that ycu have 
obtained like-precious Faith with the holy Anti- 
ents, Who ſaid not to thoſe that were deſtitute and 
Afflicted, Be thou warmed and filled, but did mini- 
ler unto them of the Ability that God had given, 
ti- them, that by works of Charity and Mercy their 
ch faith might ſhine forth, having Vertue added 
unto it, which makes the true Faith to differ 
from the Opinions and Made-Faiths, which will 
alt fail and come to an end; but the Trae Faith, 
which ſtands in God's Power ſhall have the 
Victory, and thoſe that Poſſeſs it overcome the 
World: Even fo, Amen. VVT 


Fom Lincoln-Caſtle, 
this 2 ift of the 10th 8 * 
Month, 1682. John Mbite bead. 


MINE | 


MINISTERS 


Among the 55, 


People of God 
(Cal'd QUAKE RS) No Jeſuites: 
As appears 
Upon the Trial of John Whitebead at 
the Aſſizes, held at Lincoln the laſt Day of 
the 5th Month, and 2d of the 6th Month: 


Who was commited Priſoner to the Ca- 
{tle of Lincoln as a ſuſpected Jeſuite. 


The Subſtance of all Paſſages concerning him 
in his Trial before Thomas Street, one of the 
Barons of the Exchequer, are impartially Com- 
municated for the preventing falſe Reports, and 
clearing the Truth and People of God from 
thoſe Aſperſions caſt upon Him and Them. 

5 e 3 5 
OHNWHITEHEADꝰs Addrels to the Judge, 
and a true Copy of the Mittimus by which he was commit: 
ted to the CaRtle of Lincoln, and divers Certificates for 


the clearing of his Innocency, which may be hereby 
manifeft to every Proteſtant Reader. Ms 


Here is alſo, A Declaration of Allegiance which F. V. did 
word in Court, and offer to ſubſcribe; With ſome Qbſeryatians upon 
the whole Matter. And a Letter from John Whitehead to the Judge 
after he had returned the Callender, and left him a Priſoner as a per- 
ſon convicted ofpremuure, 5 „ 


t is time for thee, Lord, to work; for they 
J 0 3h 


By JOHN WHITEHEAD. _ 


ave made woid thy Law, 
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He Aſſzes began at the Caſtle of Lincoln, 
the 3 iſt Day of the th Month, 1682. Jahn 
ntehead then ſtated his Cafe, by way of Petition, 
Notte King's Juſtices of Oyer and Lyrminer, ſhewing, 
5 pon the 21ſt of May, laſt paſt, I was by 
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That upof 
Kchaeb York, Chief Conſtable for the parts of Hal- 
lad in this County, ſeized as a Jeſat, and kept 
6 Cuſtody until the next Day, and then carried 
kfore Juſtice Burril, who proceeded to Convict 
te upon the ' Statute made in the 22d Year of 
ling Charles the Second, for Preaching at a Con- 
enticle or Meeting; from whoſe Conviction, li- 
erty to Appeal is allowed, as appears by the 
ad Act: And I doubt not hut 10 clear my ſelf 
om the Breach of that Act, which lays a Fine 
Twenty Pound, and not Impriſonment, after 
ſouriction, upon the Preacher; and a 5 
n e a 


U 
—— ——— ͤ ͤFʒtʃ— 


/ . 


| to Right and Juſtice doth, appertain; and I 


ſuch as are Convicted and Fined by that AR, ſhy 


not ſuffer by any other Law or Statute whatoM ſh 
ever, for the ſame Offence ; yet, notwithſtand wa 


ing, I have been kept cloſe Priſoner theſe Te: 
Weeks, to my great Loſs and Damage, and the 
great Hurt of my poor {diſtreſſed Wife and . 
mily, who by Travel, occaſioned through my ln 
priſonment, hath broke one of her Legs, and lie 
In great Diſtreſs ; for which Impriſonment there 
is no Cauſe,” or but a malicious Accuſation fron 
the ſaid) ifichadl York, who ſwore, He ſuſpelted n 
to be 4 Jeſuit; and that I ſeduced the King's Subjel 
from their Obedience; which Accuſations I did 
and do utterly, deny, as falſe and ſianderous bs 
ing well afſurtd, that no Man can prove ſuc 
Things againſt me; and alſo that I can manifel 
the contrary, under the hands of my Neighbours 
atteſted allo-t the Hands and Seals of ſeveral I 
ſtices of the Peace, whoſe Loyalty and Credit 
hope, will not be queſtioned. Therefore my Re 
gueſt is, that one Injury may not be made the 
Foundation of another, bat that I may have a fai 
Hearing, and legal Trial; that if I be not found 
ſuch as I am ſuſpected and accuſed to be, but ar 
innocent Man, that feareth God, and Honours the 
King, and deſires to liye à | peaceable. Life, ig 
 Godlineſs and Honeſty, . I may be diſcharged, a 


be obliged ever to Pray for your Welfare and 
\ . Proſperity, who am a Friend to Juſtice, and de 
 4ires the Peace of this Kingdom. 
CCC 
Lincoln. Caſtle, to zh. 
Day of the Mont, call ld r 
July, e 1 


V. 


1 
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wall This was delivered unto the Judge by his Mar? 
th ſhal, with a Copy of the Mittimus, by which he 
nd was committed, here inſerted. | 
Ter UL ee = Z 


To the Keeper of his Majeſty's Gaol, 
LR es 


Send you herewithal | the Body of John Whitehead, CPF 


ae of Swine, in the Eaſt- Riding of Yorkſhire, 5 Holt: 
Eb bog Bk ES 
al ſuſpeted to be a Jeſuit, and hath made no ſa- 


sfattory Anſwer in his own Defence; and is alſo 
ww convicted before me, by the Oaths of ſeveral Per- 
ſons, for Preaching at an unlawful Aſſembly, or Cons 


- venticle, at the Houſe of Thomas Sowtors, in Sut- 
"AY ton St. Murces, upon Sunday the. Twenty Firſt Day 
11 this Iaſtant May, where there were about Forty aſ= 
ws ſembled, beſides thoſe" of the Family of the ſaid Sow- 


tors, at which Time and Place, as at ſeveral other 

limes and Places, the. ſaid John Whitehead did ens 
davour to ſeduce ſeveral of his Majeſty's liege Peo- | 
ile from the Doctrine and Diſcipline. of the Church 
- of England, as by Law ſettled ammgſt us: Theſe are 
ere, in his Majeſty's Name, ſtraitly to Charge 


e Command you, to receive the ſaid John White- 
bed, inte your ſaid. Gaol, and there him ſafely to 
7 


11 keep, until he ſhall from yon be delivered by due : 
NY Uſe of Law.  Hereof you are not to fail at your 
10e Given under my Hand and Seal at Mitam, 
the 22d Day of A, in the 34th Year of 
our Soveraign Lord, King Charles II. and 
in the Year of our Lord, 1682. 
This is a true Copy of his Aittims. 


e Clifford Barnard, under-Jay lor. 


5 . 


L 2461 
The Juſtice that committed John Whitebead be 
ing in the Chamber with the Judge, when theſe 
were delivered, as the Marſhal inform'd us, did 
deny it to be a true. Copy ; whereupon the Judpe 
ſeat his Mar ſbal to compare it with the Original, M 
which was in the Gaoler's Cuſtody, and he found 
it exactly to agree therewith, and ſaid, He would | 
_ affirm it to the Judge. In the Afternoon of the 
ſame Day, the Judge came into the Court, and 
John Whitchead was called, and did appear before | 
the judge, who ſaid on this Wiſe: 
Judge. I hear you are a great Preacher, and are 
 ſuſpefied to be a Jeſuit; and I think the * here 
did wiſely, in ſuſpecting and ſecuring you; for it n 
made appear before the Lords and Commons in Parlia- 
ment, That there was ſcarce any confiderable Con- 
venticle in England, but had a Jeſuit in it; and | 
therefore to try how you ſtand Affected to the Govern- 
ment, I will tender you the Oath of Allegiance. © 
Jom Whitehead deſired to be heard, and aid, 
The Court may take Notice, that I have been 
kept cloſe Priſoner ten Weeks, and I deſire the 
Cauſe thereof may be inquired” into; and if I be 
found Guilty of thoſe Things which are charged | 
againſt me, let me ſuffer according to Law: But 
ift it appear that I am Clear from the Matter of 
Charge, and flanderons Accufations laid againſt 
me, then Idefire to be diſcharged, and that there 
may not be an Occaſion fonght againſt me-: For l 
aw not a Man of thoſe dangerous Principles, nei- 
ther doth any Jeſuit belong to our Meetings. 
 Judg. Do not you go up and down Preaching ? And 
did not you Preach in that Meeting? . a 
Jr. V. hope I was not brought hither to An- 
| ſwer to Queſtions, whereby I may inform againſt 
my ſelf : I deſire my Accuſers may appear Face 
to Face, that I may know what they en, 
MTS Om 6. a "with, 
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. 


— — xp - — eo — 


[24] 
Lich, that I may have a fair Trial thereupon ; for 

* IE 1 have been much grieved and damniſied by my 
Impriſonment, - and my poor Wife and Family 
moch diſtreſſed thereby; for by Travel, occafi- 

» W oned through my Impriſpnment, ſhe got a fall 

| Y from a Horſe, and broke one of her Legs, and 
bow is 9 of my Help and Aſſiſtance: There - 

© WY fore 1 deſire a fair Trial, and if I be found Inno- 

0 cent, let me be diſcharged. TH Ee $641 78 

e judg. I am ſorry fur the 6 and hurt your 

Wife - bath had: And the juſtice being by, that 
committed him, he was asked, What Matne ſe be 

had? Wha pointed to Mychell Yorki, the Chief In- 
former of the juſtice againſt; Jom Whitehead and 
the Meeting, who was Swern, and gave this Evi 
„ WI dence in open Court: Upoti the 21ſt of May, ihchell 
49 being Sunday, there came a Man to Church, and Pede 
told the Conſtables and Church-Wardens, That 
10 ' there was a Cmventicle at Thomas Sowtor's Honſe,; 
and thereupbn they went te the ſaid Houſe, and 
es they ſaid to me and others, They found this 
be Alan Preaching at a Meeting in the .ſavd Hiuſe, 
ed where there was above Forty; People Aſſembled, and 
dat ver ged thers.to depart, and wof the Names of ſame 
of f them that were met; wha: ſaid, What they 


did 
int v nor contrary to Law. After the return of the 


_— 


* ſeduce the King's 8 and is a Ring: leader 
cf the Quakers, and is one of the Greateſt and 
© moſt. Eminent, at leaſt un ever 1 Heard of in 
< theſe Parts. 

J. N. The Evidence he Io iren is not from 
his:own' Knowledge of me;”or the Things that he 

| hath: affirmed, 'as the: Court. may Obſer ve; and 

that hechathnot aligned, any Cauſe: for his Luſpi- 
cion that I am a Jeſuit ; and what he hath againſt 
me, as to e King's Subjects, was in 
General Terms, Which ſignifie a deſign to Slan- 
der; and that what he hath ſaid, was not upon 
bis own Knowledge, but b Report from others; 
and it was deſired and preſſed, that he might an- 
fwer this queſtion, Whether he ever had heard him 
ſpeak in any Meeting in All his Life? 

. .. Obſerv.' Here let the Reader obſerve; That no 
Anfwer was given to this Queſtion, tho? much 
deſired by John Nihirebead; who knew he could not N t 
affirm, he! had either ſeen or heard him ſpeak in WM -þ 
a Meeting in All his Life, unleſs he would: wilfuly n 

5 Per jure himſelf. q 
J udg. (No doubt Hein the e fo ſhort) W : 
You | Cannot deny, but that you are a Preacher, ad r 
Travel + and down the ware: ed 0 bow came ys 
thither? 
LF, Wi 1 had. Buſineſs, being conctrupd as a | 
Tiaſtee for ſome Charitable Uſes, to ſpeak with 
= | ſeveral Perfons about it; and I intended to go far 
| | London, there being a Sute depending in Chancery, 
for a Legacy of Two Hundred Pounds, wherein 
I with others am concerned. 
=. Juudg. Foraſimich as you Travel up and 4 and 
_ are publickly known to be a Preacher, I haue reaſon to 
ſaſpelt your Allegiance, and therefore muſt tender you | 
the Oath, 7 you will © ral in * ſhall: have OT, 


e | 
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J. W. I have given no Occaſion for my Alle- 
iance to be ſuſpected, but have lived peaceably, 
and therein performed my Allegiance, and do 
truly intend to perform it, as long as I live, and 
therefore ought not to be run upon with an Oath, 
to inſnare me, but to have a fair Trial for what 
is already charged upon me, that 1 may be ac- 
quitted or condemned according to Law: And I 
have Certificates to manifeſt, I am no ſich dan- 
gerous Perſon, but a Man that hath lived peace- 
able for theſe Thirty Years, with my Wife and 
Family, as thoſe that have been, and are my 


Neighbours, can Teſtify ; and ſuch as have been 


converſant with me have given it under their 
hands: I deſire their Certificates may be read in 
— ff 
Judg. That will be to little purpoſe for yon; % 


| muſt take the Oath, or you cannot be diſcharged. 


J. V. Tdeſirethee to look upon the Certificates, 
they being atteſted to be from Credible Perſons, 


by Juſtices of the Peace, and other Officers, and 
may be will give the Court Satisfaction without 


an Oath, that I am not ſuch a Perſon as I was 


| accuſed to be; and therefore I deſire they may be 


read; which would. not be admitted: But being 
preſſed thereunto by the Priſoner, the Judge, and 
ſome of the Juſtices look'd on them one by one, 
and read ſome part of them, and then return'd 
thens 16.the ring ns. . 
Here follows the Certificates as they were pro - 
kd | ee ae on ern Be 8 RE 


*\ 


I. A Certificate from the Pariſh of swine. 


s T are to Certify all Perſons whom it 


may Concern, That John Whitehead, f 


Saint. Houſe, in che Pariſh of Swine, iti the Midale- | 


R3 * Balinich 


Ng 
* ; . 
E 
* 


N ; $ Wife and Family, amongſt us, for the ſpace 


5 IS) 
s Balliwick, in z in the Ea b. Ndtgof Tol nel 
6 ſhire, hath lived in good Credit amongſt his fan 
© Neighbours, in the ſame Pariſh, for about Thir- . our 
teen Years laſt paſt, having a Wife and Family . Lo 
e amongſt us; and hath ever demeaned himſelt 
* peaceably amongſt us his Neighbours ; 5 and was 
* never ſuſpected to be a Jeſuit or Papiſt, nor any 
-1 way Popiſhly Affected: All which we Certify 
£ under our Hands, the 17th Day of July, 1682. 


Foſ. Mikteghwait,. | Tho. Vill, 
Foſ. Godall, Vicar. Rich. Hinds 
- Rob. Finton Churc. | Robert Wael, WY 
Jo. Carrie Ward. Ed. Linſley, Clerk, 
Kwob. Carricl, Chief Stephen Barſon, 
Conſtable, Luke Fiddell 


29% 
& wh 
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_ Ralph Rand, : | Ezekiel: Carrick, 
Will. . I Thomas Atkiſſen, 
5 Will 475 55 Join Preſly, 
at _ Rob. Buttey, 
15 RT IEA. Fennecke, 
1 | 1 The ond | 
cer... — — — — — — 


| ul 4 Cirtificare from f e e of the 33 [th the 
11 , Conſtable ef 00 wick and Filſton. 


TE, the Inhabitants of the Conftabl of " 
wick and Hilſton, do Certifie and Declare, 
That John Whitehead was an Inhabiter, with his 


* of about Sixteen Years, beginning in the Year, 
* 1653,, and ending in the Year 94 during which 


4 cs he lived Peaceably, and in good Credit 
4 * angngt ys n ne Fs eben 3. 11 1 
. a 


& FI: neither ſuſpected to be a Jeſuit, nor Popiſh Recn- 
is Wnt, nor any ways popiſhly Affected. Witneſs - 
r. our Hands, the 23d of June, in the Year of our 

ly Lord, 1682. „ | 80 


If 
oll Joby Linwood, | Poſh. Ser, Inhabi- 
fy Aar. Blot, | Ttants of Oftwick 
Fohn Blonnt. | and Hilſton. 
Robert Thorpe, F. Snaith & Con- 

Mill. Them, [ F. Fackſon, J ſtabl. 
Rob. Bluntt, Tho. Raven & John 
Ie Over- 
5 Malter Fohnſon, ſeers for the 
/ KH Tſaac Stor, Poor for Oſt wick 
1 OT = OY 

Hull, the 23th of July, 1682. 

I & Emorandum, That the Day and Year above- 
ſt, > faid, Thoma Horneby, of Filſton, came 


before me, Chriſtopher Richardſon, Deputy- Mayor 
of Kingſton upon Hull, and gave Oath before me, 
That he ſee all the Men, whoſe Names are above- 
ritten, by them Subſcribed, or ſet their Marks, 
he to this preſent Certificate; and this I do atteſt 
for Truth, witneſs my Hand, and Seal of my 


* 


Office of Mayor, on the Day aboveſaid, 
7 : | 15 5 15 Chriſtopher Richardſon, | 


ee” ß 


K 


—— — 


III. 4 Certificate from Relke. 


0 7E having Information, That John White: 
1 © head, of Swine, in the Eaſt- Riding of the — 
© County of York, of his being in Priſon in the 
_ © Caſtle of Lincoln, upon Suſpicion of his being x | 
© Jeſuit 3 Theſe are therefore to Certify all whom MW: 7* 
© it may Concern, That we have known him, \ 
* ſome of us, "Fifteen, ſome Twenty, ſome Twenty . in 
Five, and fome near Thirty Years; and that we M* fr 
© certainly know, That he is no Papiſt nor Jeſuit, N. de. 
© but hath always, ever ſince we knew him, born . Kae 
n Faithful Teſtimony againſt the Idolatrous Pr: . cli 
© ices of thoſe People, of that Judgment or Per- to 
© ſwaſion, which are called Papiſts and Jeſuits : M' kn 
| - © Witneſs our Hands, the 12th of July, in the Year I Got 
| F of our Lord, 188. cant 
Richard Purſglovy, | Francis Simſon, Wc. 
Charles Cannubie, 0 Anthony Farritt, 06 
| Robert Milner, John Fier, th 
\ Foſeph Harties, ] Timothy Goold, | 
Stephen Barnby, | Aychell Simſon, 34 
| Thomas England, | Thomas Thomſon, i * 
£441 , Chriſtopher Oliver, | John Farritt, 
| Teich. Hardcaſtle, | Henry Froſt, 
David Milner, - Thomas Parſon, 
; James Cottes, | | 5 | wa 


. Teſtimony of Francis Boynton, K+. and Baron. I 71 
X {Oſt of the Perſons that have Subſcribed 


\ 


oo „% 
(to be true: Witneſs my Hand and Seal, this 
(16th of Fly, 1682. | CE” 


Francis Boynton, 
juſtice of Peace and Coram. 


4 „ 
. 1 — 
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IV. 4 Certificate from Scarbrough. | 


m7 Hereas we are certainly informed, That 
„ VV Fon Whitehead, of Swine, in Houlderneſs, 
Jia the Eaſt-riding of Yorkſhire, was committed Pri- 
je foner to Lincoln- Caſtle, the 22d of May laſt, un- 
t, der Suſpicion of being a Jeſuit ; We certainty 
nn M'knowing him to be a Man fo far from being in- 
: W' clined to that Popiſh Principle and Practice, that 
r- W' to our knowledge, he hath always, ever ſince we 
s: knew him, teſtified againſt that Profeſſion ; and 


(ſome of us have been well acquainted with him, 

and known his Principles of Religion above theſe 

Ten Years paſt, and ſome above Twenty, and 

ſome above Thirty Years. Thus we can truly 
Certify of him, for clearing of his Innocency from 

{that he is accuſed of, &c. Given under our 

Hands at Scarbrough, in the County of York, the 
za of July, 1982. „„ | 

Pet. Hodſon, | Hen. Blafhel, | Francis Bracon, 

1 ill. Naſb, | Tho. Buck, | Will. Hodgſon, 

Fa. Marſhall, | Leo.Hunreſs, | Perſ. Newſom, 

: Pets Garbut, | Mat. Watſon, al Will, Cowerd. | 
M ooo ng 3: 


„ 7% 7:65nny of Tho. Sedman and Will. Fowler: 


del FE, Thomas Sedman and William Fowler, two. 


Y Y <© af his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for 
the Corporation of Scarbrough, do know the Par- 
'tles above-mentioned and ſbſctibed, to be very 
Creflible and Honeſt Men, Given under our 

Seer ͤ 


Anno Dom. 1682, 


Had een the Copy of a Aiittimus, dated the ofs 


4 of us, have been converſant with him; and for the 
© Truth ſake we are made Bold to give this Teſti- 
© mony under our Hands, at Whitbay, in Yorkſhire, 
this 26th Day of the Month call'd June, 1682, 


2 Oſt of the Perſons that have ſubſcribed this 


© known unto my ſelf, and have ſuch Credit, that 
©] am well ſatisfied, what they have ſubſcribed} 


+ es my Hand and Seal, this 26th Day of A 


CT 
Hands, and Seals of Office, this 8th Day of 7 Fa 


Thomas Sedman, 
 Wiliam Fonler, 


\ 5 — 22 95 


la 


— 


ms. ences; 


V. A Certificate from Whitbay. 


MT 


© 22d of Aay laſt, committing John White. MW nit 


head, of Swine, in the Eaſt-Riding of Yorkſhire, in- $ul 


© to the Caſtle of Lincvin, under Suſpicion of being 
A Jeſuit; We could not but Certify our Know. 
© ledge of his publick Teſtimony and Practice againſt 
© that horrid Perſwaſion, for Twelve, Fourteen, and 
© Twenty Years paſt; moſt of which time all, or ſome 


George Megiſon, ] Richard Shipton, | Gil. Me iſon | 
William Helſom,  Fobn Hird, 7 ubin Li 168 
I ſaac Stanch, Will. Linſcill, Jen. | Will. Gacin. 
Jon Longſtafſe, \ Hemy Sneaton, Re of 


The Teſtimony of Hugh Chomley, Knight. 580 


. 


Certificate, being my Neigbours, are well} 
© they verily believe in their Conſciences to be true: 
55 Hugh Cholmley 


ff 
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VL Certificate from York. nts. 


| E, whoſe Names are here - underfubſcri- 
W bed, being Inhabitants, ſome of the 
City, and others within the County of York, ha- 
ning credible information, That Fohn Whitehead, 


—_—_ 


ne of Swine, in the Eaſt- Riding of Yorkſhire, is com- 
e- nitted Priſoner into the Caſtle of Lincoln, upon 


Suſpicion of being a jeſuit; and we having had 
good Knowledge of him, ſome of us Ten, ſome 
Twenty, and ſome nigh Thirty Years, that he 


us no ſuch Man in Principles or. Perſwaſion, but 
nd in Practice and Converſation bath fully demon- 
ne trated the contrary: Therefore, for clearing of 
het rhat we know to be falſly charged upon him, 


either hy the Miſtake of ſome, or falſe Sugge- 
ions of others, We thought it our Duty, on his 
behalf, to give it under our Hands, as we have 
10 done, this 29th of the Month, call'd Func, 
Toln Robenſon, | Thomas Tallar, 
Fohn Dighton, | Fohn Burges, 


Robert Butter, | Sam. Watſon, _ 
William Croshie, | Sebaſt. Elythorpe, 
John Cox, | | Robert Arinton, 


Edw. Nightingale, | Robert Lodue, 
e Wait, I Thomas Atkinſon, 

Halter Murry, | Hen. Buley, © 
Thomas Dinſon, IQ 2 ans. Fox, - 


Ton Ha, | Rich. Robinſon, =» 
Ws ohn Taller, : : 7 Beni. Bradley, * 
N n „ | William Readſhaw.. : 
M 


* 


cd againſt me in my Mittimus; whereof refulin 


MMittimus: And if thoſe things cannot be prove 
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After theſe Cirtificates were veiwed by 
Court they were returned to the Priſoner. 
 Judg. They do not clear you from being @ Quaker a 
2 Preacher ; Therefore I cannot take them for Satiiſ 
ction, but muſt tender ou the Oath. And if your 
| fuſe to take it, then you incur the danger of Pramy id 
nire, and muſt be put out of the King's Protection, aniM 
loſe all your Goods and Cbattels for ever; and ling; 
Priſon all your Days, unleſs the King be graciouſly pla. 
to pardon you. And then read this part of a Clauſe i 
| the Statute made in the 3d of King Jam. Cap. 4. 4 
; the (aid Perſon or Perſons, or any other ' Perſon what 
vever, other then Noble Men, or Noble Women of hi 
Age of 18 Years or above, ſhall refuſe to take the ſal, 
Oath, being tendered unto him or her by the Fuſticts M 
Aſſieze, and Gaol-delivery in ths open Aſfxes, or il 
fuſtices of Peace, or the quarter part of them in thei 
ſaid general Quarter Seſſions ; every Perſon ſo refuſm 
| ſhall incur the Danger and Penalty of Premunire, men 
zioned in the Statute of Præmunire, made the Sr 
teenth Year of King Richard the ſecond, &c. 
Fr. N. That was not the Matter I was impt 
ſoned for to anſwer unto, but to the thing charg ; ef 


of the Oath was no part of the Charge in m 


againſt me, I ought to be acquitted, and no ne 
matter inſiſted upon until that I be tryed, and 
either acquitted or condemned. 6$”þ|}Þ ] © =” © 
Judg. Tu ſhall be acquitted from all that will 7, 
charged againſt. you; and if you will take the Oil, © 
of Allegiance you ſhall be cleared, and ſet out of nde 
G e n e 
F. V. I underſtand not that a firſt Tender Ie; 
the Oath ſhould be in Court, and ſhewed this Re 
lion for it, becauſe it is againſt the For we Mitt 


=, 


ui ute and Order of Law preſcribed and limitted, 


o in the 3d of King James, cap. 4. even in re- 
don to Popiſh Recuſants. And in the 7th of 
eng Fames, cap. 6. more general, whereby the 
M | Tender of the ſaid Oath is not directed to be 

U 


(ſizes or Seſſions after the Firſt Tender out of 
 10W-ons. See the firſt part of that Clauſe read in 
JaWoure in the Third of King Fames, Cap. 4. to 
10 which agrees the Statute of the Seventh of King 
17 th 


g made out of Seſſions in theſe Word, viz. 
here the ſaid Oath- ſhall be again, in the [aid open 
ſixes or Seſſions required; Which again likewiſe fal- 


out in the Seventh of King James, and therg- 


arb when I committed vos. 


J. V. I hope thou wilt not ſay thou didſt. 
\Jultice. But I am ſure I did tender it to you, | + 


buweſt in thy Conſcience z thou neither read it to me, 


made in open Aſſizes or Seſſions, but contrary=. 
ie, The firſt Tender out of Court; and Com- 
ment of the Party or Perſons refuſing until. 

e next Aſſizes, or General Quarter Seſſions, - 
chere the ſaid Oath ſhall be again required; 

hich again, relates to the Second Tender in open 


mes, Cap. 6. In relation to the firſt Tender be- 


rb the Commitment of the Party for refuſing on the 
Tender made out of Aſſizes or Seſſions, as the Lan- 
bells: And that Clauſe ( any. Perſon whatſoever ) 


n ought not to be ſo ſeverely urged. Here Henry 
hel, the Juſtice who committed Fobn White- 

kd to Priſon, being upon the Bench at the 
udge's Right Hand, ſaid, Did not I tender you the 


Ma pee K 


Inder Clerks) when he would have ſaid, as thou | 


W gaveſ# me the Book. And all that were preſent 

tay be Witneſſes againſt thee; and likewiſe the 

Wins by which thou commirted'it me, is * ; 
Es ne OA EEE REN} RUS + - 


5 Fa] 
_ neſs: apainſt thee, under thy Hind and Seal 
Wherein is neither mentioned the Tender of th; 

- Oath, nor yet my Denial. ' 
Judg. It 24s no matter whether it war tende J 4; 
fre or wot ; and over-ruling the Reaſons befare- men 
tioned, ſaid, He could tender it to any Perſon in Court 
and therefore I will tender it you, ſo be. bad the Clyl 
read the Oath, and it was read accordinply, and 1 
| Fudge preſſed bim to anſwer diretly, whether be wl 

D LOT Pr 
F. N. I do not miſlike the Allegiance due tt 
the King, but I have Practiſed it, and do ever in 
tend to perform my Allegiance as becomes a tu 
Chriſtian and good Subject. But I do really ſcru 
ple to Swear in any Caſe in Obedience- t 
Chriſt, but am willing fo give what Satisfactiof 
I can; and for that cauſe have drawn up a pape 

which I defire to read, and am willing to ſub 

ſcribe, by which 1 acknowledge and declare wa 
is required by the Oath to be acknowledged ani 
declared, only leaving out the Words, I Swear 
and ſuch Words as are in the Nature of at 
Judg. Read your Paper. 


7 Herg follows 4 Copy y of the Declaration of 
e og COONS 


| [1 199 wr 8 trul ay 
I 'cerely Acknowledge, Profeſs, Teſtify and Declare ii 
CoM hence, before God 2 105 2 T hat our $0 
vereign Lord King CHARLES is lawfol and rig 
King of this Realm, and of all other bis Majeſty « Di 
minions and Conntriesz And that the Pope, neither « 
| Gimiſelf, nor by" ang Authority of the _— N 


* 


1 

| 

| 
1 


Pp 


| (259) | 4 

10M E, or by any other Means, or with any other 
ub any Power or. Authority to depoſe the King, or to 

le of any of bis Kingdoms or Dominions, or to Au- 
driſe any Forreign Princes to invade or armoy bim or his 
untries, or to diſcharge any of bis Subjects of their Al- 
giance and Obedience to the King, or to give Licenſe 
beve to any of them to bear Arms, raiſe Tumults, 


fs within his Derminions. . 
Ido alſe in the Preſence of God ſolemmly promiſe and 
lere from my Heart, That notwithſtanding any De- 


im made or granted, or to be made or granted by the 
Pe or bis Succeſſors, or by any Authority derived or 


ll and true Allegiance to the King bis Heirs and Succeſ= 


eb ſhall be made againſt bis or their Perſons, 
tir Crozwn and Dignity, 5 reaſon of any ſuch Sen- 


lim, or any of them. RAR 


ov 


6 u, That I do from my Heart deteſt and abhor, as 
ae ons and Heretical, this damnable Doctrine and Poſi- 
, That Princes which be Excommunicated dr deprived + 
s Do Its, or any ot ber whatſoever. KY HD 1280 0 Jos is | . 
her % I di believe, and is Conſcience am reſoloed, 


See. 
JME 


—  - — 5 


i f 


EC fer 12 Violence or burt to the King's Royal Per- 
State or Government, or to any of the King's Sub= 


tration, or Sentence of Excommunication or Depriva- 


ended to be derived from bim or his See, againſt the 
King, bis Heirs or Succeſſors, or any Abſolution of 
be ſaid Subjects from their Obedience. I will bear faitb- 


ns, and him or them will defend to the utmoſt of my 
aver againſt all Conſpiraties and Attempts whatſoe- 


uleavonr to diſcloſe and make known unto the King, bi- 
irs and. Succeſſors, all Treaſon and Treacberom Con- 
racies which I ſhall” 1029 oY bear F, to be againſt 


tad 1 do further declort in the Preſente of Almighty 


Nhat neither the Pope nor any Perſon whatſiever bath 


Law to do it: And 
= the Law 8 but I. fee you have Aa Copy of the Oath, eon 


whether you will take it or ne. 

John Whitehead acknowledg'd that a Civility td 

for the Judge did proceed to the Trial of Traitor 
Murderers, Felons, and other Malefactors. Ant 


De Judge aiked 
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Power to abſolve me of this Promiſe and Declarutin 


or any part thereof, which ] have ſolemnly made bene if 
good and full Authority; being as much bound in Cm- © 
ſcience to obſerve the ſame, and every part of it, a tho Ex 
are that Swear unto it. And therefore 1 do renal lee 
all Pardons and Diſpenſations to the contrary: And al] Be 
theſe Things I do plainly and ſincerely acknowledge ay ſp 
declare according to theſe expreſs Wards by me writ, ad N. 
according to the plain and common Senſe and Under. of 
ſtanding of the ſame Words, without any Equi vocation 
or mental Evaſion, or ſecret Reſervation hat ſoever do 
And ] do make this Recognition and Acknowledpment, 0 
heartily, willingly, and truly, In tbe Preſence of ti 
Lord that, ſearches all Heart. 
Witneſs my Hand, \ 95. ne 
N ones Jobn Whitthead| 1 
J. V. Read this, and proffer d to ſubſcribe it. Pr 


; : Judg. 1 cannot _ , of it, 1 | have no Warrant þ 
h I azd you muſt be bound b 


fader of it till the Morning, and then give your Anus 


& 5 * 


ww - 


him, and ſo was diſmiſſed for that time. Nex 
Morning J. V. was not called into the Court 


3 


Judge arked him gain 


| L 2611 e 
A Counſellor being in the Court, which had beef 
ſpoke unto by ſome of Jobn Mpitebend's Friends 
h move the Judge in private, did beyond their 


Expe&tarion, and without John Whitebead's Know- 


ledge, plead with the Fudge on the Priſoner's 


Behalf in Court. But he ſtood ſo near him, and 


ſpoke ſo low, that his Reaſons and Allegations 
were not heard by us, and therefore an Account 


of them cannot be given; but whatever they 
were, the Fudge would not admit them its 
doubted, being determined before-hand what to 
do againſt the Priſoner, which, how contrary that is 
to Law and Right, let the wiſe in Heart conſider; 


F. V. I deſire to be heard. FI : 
Judg: I will hear you, if you will come to the 
Point, Here u an Indiftment drawn, and if you will 


ut tale the Oath, the Grand Fury will find it againfti 
u, and then you incur the Danger and Penalty of 


Premunire. 


J. V. I hope the Court hath conſidered what 


have offered before, when I was in Court the 


other Day, for the clearing of my Innocency from 
thoſe Aſperſions that have been caſt upon me, 


when I was committed, by which I have been 
much wronged already, and have ſuffered cloſe 


Impriſonment : Therefore I defire I may have 
Right and [Juſtice done me according to Law, 
ince my Accuſers prove not the Matter where- 
with they have charged me. But my Innocency is 
cleared from that foul Aſperſion which hath been 
calt upon me, in ſaying, I was a Feſuite, and a Se- 
ducer of the King's Subjects, when no Witneſs hath . 
appear'd' in Court that durſt affirm they ever 
ſee or heard me ſpeak in a Meeting; and the 
Certificates I produced the other Day in the Court, 
Which were under the Hand of thoſe that dern | 
1 e 8 Dein 


n . CIR ˙ ! ̃—ovn) «oe, 


„„ 
been and are Subſtantial Neighbours, whoſe Cre. 


dit is atteſted by Juſtices of the Peace under their 


Hands and Seals, do ſufficiently clear me, both as 
ro my Principles, that they are not Popiſh; and 
my Practice, that it hath been Peaceable ; ſo that 
there is no Reaſon why I ſhould have an Oath 
tendered me, feeing I have done nothing that may 


give juſt occafion why my Allegiance ſhould be | 
called in Queſtion : For I appeal to the Court and 


whole Country, Where is there any Perſon that 


hath any matter of Sedition or falſe Doctrine, or 
any other Thing unbecoming a Chriſtian and true | 


Proteſtant Subject, to lay to my Charge. 

Ob/erv. That no Man appeared upon this his So- 
lemn Appeal to the Court and Country, that did 
or could juſtly charge him, either with Sedition, 


falſe Doctrine, or the Breach of his Allegiance. 


Let ſober-minded unbiaſs'd Men judge; whether 


by due Courſe of Law the Priſoner ought not to 


have been clear'd, as the common Uſage is, to 
Clear others, when no Man can have ought to fay 


againſt them: Here the Judge began to accuſe } 


him. 


need to bade ſame ſpecial Security for your Allegiance ; 


aud the Law hath provided that Security, and I can 
accept of no other. Therefore if you will take it, u 

may have your Liberty; otherwiſe the Grand Fury are 
| there, to take notice, and will Indict you for refuſing of | 
the Oath, and then you muſt lie in Priſon, 


Clerk, read the Oath of Allegiance : The which the 


Clerk did then Audi ly read, and the Marſhal 
offered the Book for the Priſoner to Swear upon, 
which was not offered before. — „ 


"1 OW; 


| Judg. You are a Man that Travels wy and down 
Preaching, and goes to London, and about, to gain | 
Proſelites, and miſ-lead People : Therefore the King bad | 
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7. N. He that is my Fudge ought not to be my 
Accuſer, for I am a Free- man of ENGLAND, and 
bave right to Travel in any part of this Nation, 
behaving my ſelf Peaceably. And our Law faith, 
No Free- mon (ball be tu ken nor impriſoned, br be diſſeized uam 
of bis Free- bold or Liberties, or Free- Cuſtoms, or be Out- 25. 2 
law'd or Exif d, or any otherwiſe Deſtroy d; nor ive will 
nt paſt upon bim nor condemn. him, bat by Lawful 
Tudprrent- of bis Prers or by tbe Law o the Lend. 
We will ſell to no Mun, we will not deny or defer to any 
Man either Fuſtice or Right, Therefore I defire that 
| may have due Proceſs of Law, and that Right 
may be done me; and thar the Matter for which 
I was Actufed and Impriſoned may be tried, and 
the Wrong 1 have already Suſtained may be re- 
dreſſed; and that one Injury done unto me may | 
dot be made the Foundation of another; by ten- 
dering an Oath to inſnare me, who do not mif- - 
like the Allegiance, but have already offered to 
Declare and Subſcribe the Subſtance of that Oath, 
which I am now ready to do again; and if any. 
of you can convince me, that it is awful for me 
to Swear any Oath, I will not refufe the Oarh of 
„% 
Judg. F tell you that an Oath à for deciding o 
Controverſies, and ending 4 Strife : And the Law 
ſaith, Toy ſhall Swear, and I muſt require it of youg 
relſe give 4 poſitive Anſwer whether jc will take it 
or no? JJ 0d a 

J. N. Though in the time of the Law, Men 
might Swear, and an Oath for Confirmation was 
e do chem an end of Strife : Yet now ſince the Law, 
u Oaths are forbidden, as appears by the Words 
„ ok Chriſt jeſus, whom we onght to hear in al! 

Things; for he prohibited not only prophane, 
„ an Oaths, Which do now abound in the Nati- 
: IE oe: HOT WV 


. 


„„ 


Rr 


7 CO CO a 00 — —_ 
>. - U_ 
Fg 


—— ———— - Ee EEC 


f #7 
on; but alſo, Solemn Oaths; for he faith it hath 
forſwear | thy 146 65 but ſhall perform to the Lord thine 
Oath ;, Which you may obſerve was not a vain 
. Oath: in Communication, but for ſuch as were of 


Ls. Weight to be performed to the Lord. But I ſay 


% add ak Ks rf TOLMMER LO, THE W | 
39 7 unto you, Swear not at all: Which doubtleſs, the 


Apoſtle Fas, a8 well as we, did underſtand 
to be an abſolute Prohibition, and therefore ſe- 


Jon 5. Conds, it on this wiſe, Above all things my, Brethren, | 


Swear nut; either by . Heaven, nor by Earth, nor by 
| any ather Oqth ; leſt you fall into Cendemmation. 
 .Judg. Do you think you are Wiſer then all that have 


F 24 a 5 132 Jil «> þ ob AS 8 ; b N | 
been befors you, ſince that time, that you undertook to 
/tand againſt that which hath been the Praclice of all 


Nations for this Sixteen, Hundred Years, and before? 


For my, part I ſhould be loth to Condemn that which 
ratliſe 0 the Chriſtian World. ſo ay 


4 


bath been the 


Tears; for without an Oath, Fuſtice will be obſcured, 
and cannot proces l. nee, 


F. V. An Oath 


appear, with or without Oaths: Nor are we alone 
in our refuſing to Swear ; for many Ancient Chri- 


ſtians, and ſome Proteſtant Martyrs,. as William | 


' Thorpe, the Waldenſes, Albigenſes, and others, were 
of the ſame Mind with us, if Hiſtory. may be cre- 
_ Cited. In the firſt Ages of the Church it was 
enough to fay, I am a Cbriſtiaemnmn. 
Judg. 1 will not fand ta Diſpute it farther with you ; 
| if you will not take the Oath. which bath been ten- 
dered to you, the Grand Fury. ſhall go forth, and tben 
they will ſubſcribe the Bill of Indictment that # drawn 
againſt you, and then you muſt lie in Priſons - 
F. V. Idefire to know whether it be a firſt or 
a ſecond Tender of the Oath that I amto anſwer 
a Me 


r ati 9. 
PA doth not always oblige Men to 
ſpeak Truth; and Juſtice may proceed, if Truth | 
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{wer before that be clear'd. 
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b 
unto, that Things may be clear'd as we go; that 
the Grand Fury may underſtand in what Conditi- 
on J ſtand, and I not be inſnared to give an An- 
Jadg. I tendered it before unto you in Court, on 
Monday, you know, and it i now tendered to you 
again. 5 J 
"7 W. I know it was read in Court then, and I 
had time given till my appearing again to give 
my Anfwer, whether I would take it or no. And 
I hope the Court will take Notice I have offered 
ſeveral Reaſons why it ſhould not be tendered, and 
have ſeveral Reaſons to offer, why Tſhould not be 
Proceeded with upon that Statute, that makes 
the Refuſ-I of the Oath in Court a Præmunire; be- 
cauſe that Puniſhment is too ſevere and great for 


| ſach as refuſe not that Oath for any diſloyalty or 


miſlike of Government, but for Conſcience-ſake ; 
3s appears by the Preamble of the Statute, madę 
in the Third Year of King James, cap. 4. which 
was made againſt Papiſts upon occaſion of the 
powder-Plot, by which the Nation was grieved 
and exaſperated ; and therefore they provided that 
ſevere Penalty of Premunire, againſt Popiſh Recu- 
ſants, that did refuſe rhe Oath of Allegiance ; 
which is indeed fir for none but Rebels and Plot- 
ters againſt the Goyernment, or ſuch who are at 
leaſt Treacherous in their Principles, and ready 
to entertain any Treaſonaþle Deſign or practiſes 
againſt the Government, and to purchaſe Bulls 
frome ROME againſt the King's Regality and 
Dignity. And therefore the Wiſdom of this Na- 
tion, in the Parliaments holden the 13th and 
14th Year of this King, mage another Law 
againſt refuſing to Swear, and maintaining that an 
Oath is Unlawful z\ which, as appears'by the faid 


* 
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Act, is a Fine, not exceeding Five Pounds, for the 
firſt Offence ;_ and a Fine, not exceeding Ten 
Pounds, for the ſecond Offence ; and Baniſhmen, 
if the King be pleaſed to give Order, for the 
third Offence; And I think the Fudge is as much 
obliged to Execute this Law, as the other; and 
ought rather to proceed by this latter Statute 
than the other, which was not made againſt us; 
becauſe the Penalty in this is more ſuited to the 
Quality of the Offence, ſo called; as all Puniſſ- 
ments ought to be according to the Nature and 
Fracne. of the DEE... 2. 
Judg. The, Indictment is drawn for refuſing the Oath 
| of Allegiance, and ſball not be altered; for I will pres 
ceed upon that Statute which bath been read to you, 
wherein the Oath is contained, © 
F. V. I underſtand not why an Indictment 
ſhould be drawn, for refuſing the Oath, when ! 
had nat time given me till now, to anſwer, 
whether I would te it , n 
Judg. Do not trifle with the Court; but if you will 
takelit, take it; otherwiſe the Fury muſt go forth, and 
find the Bill againſt yu 


” 


— . 3 


7-7. The Willa? God be dove I bave ſer- 
ved cage my Lord and Maſter theſe Thir- - 


iy Years, and I fee no Cauſe why I ſhould: de- 
part from his Precepts. Then the Grand Jury 

withdrew; and in 5 half an Hours time re- 
turned, and deliver ed a Bill againſt Jobn Mbit 
bead the Priſoner, who all that time ſtaid in 
Court, and nothing ſaid to him, nor by him, 


But the Court proceeded about other Buſineſs till 
the Grand Jury returned, and the Bill was gi- 


ven into Court by them, Then Jobn Whitehead, 
by Order from the Judge, was taken away; and 
digg neither hear his Indictmeng read, nor was al 
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ed any farther Queſtion, but did expect he might 


have been called again, that he might have heard 
his Indiẽtment, and have had Liberty to hare 
pleaded to it; but nothing farther was done con- 
cerning him in Court. Yet notwithſtanding, in 
the Callendar is made this Return, Jobn White- 
bead to lie in Gaol being Convifted of a Premunire for 
refuſing the Oatb of Allegiance. 

Upon the whole Matter, which is here Impar- 
tially Communicated, according to. the beſt No- 
ice which was taken of the Proceedings of the 
Court in this Cafe, the Reader may obſerve, 


Fr, That Fobn Whitehead was, taken and Im- 


prifoned upon a Groundleſs Suſpicion and Sug- 


geſtion that he was a Feſuite, and that by due 
| Proceſs of Law, he ug to have been clear'd 
by Proclamation, ſince no Man could of his own 


Knowledge fay any Thing Wo bim, as is uſu- 
a1 in all Eriminal Caſes. 


ee That the Fudg e ee FOE OY as 


gainſt him before hand and reſolved to tender 
him the Oath of Allegiance ; for fo his Mar- 


ſal informed the Prifoner before he was called 


into Court : And from that Derermination the 
judge would not be driven by Law, Rea- 


. nor the Teſtimony of his Neighbours, being 


Men of good Eſtates At Credit; but would ei- 


ther force him to violate his Conſtience, or or 
_ him and bis Diſtreſſed V WO" and Fa- 
nily, 


Thirdly, Whether vl, Whitehiad te not more : 


to be Credited upon his Promiſe of Allegiance, 


Mich he offered to R accorqing ro his 
| | = Prin- =? 
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principle and Conſcience ; then if contrary te 
both, he had Sworn thereunto? And whether e. 
ver the Judge would have made an Oath the 


Condition of his Liberty, but that he was per. 
ſwaded it was a Snare that would hold him 


mn Prion? 


Fourthly, Whether he be legally Impriſoned ; 
ſeeing there was no manifeſt and pofitive Deni. 
al to take the Oath of Allegiance; though many 


Reaſons why it ſhould: not be required of him, | 


and why he could not Swear at all in any Caſe; 


ſince the Statute of the Thirteenth and Four- 


teenth of King CHARLES the Second doth 


not ſay a Man ſhall be Impriſoned for | refuſing | 


of an Oath, and mentionipg that it is Unlawful 


to Swear, till he be Fined, not exceeding Five 


Pounds, and that Fine not paid; nor can be 


| levied in a Week's time; then the Law directs 
the Party ſo refuſing or mentioning, ſhall be Im- 


priſoned, not exceeding Three Months? 


Fifth, Whether it ſhewed not a great deal of | 
Cruelty and Severity in the Judge to decline this 
_ Statute, made on purpoſe againſt thoſe people 
called QUAKERS, and proceed by a Statute, 
made againſt Papiſts, a People that were then rec- 
koned (0 be falſe in their Hearts to the King and I | 
Government, and had proyoked the Three States 
of the Realm by the Powder-Plot 2? And whether 
there gpght not to be a difference put between 
0 refuſe to take an Oath, in Obedience ip 
Chr 
pf Allegiance, from a diſlike of the Government, 
12 hey may fayour and ſet up a Foreigy 


's Command, and thoſe that refuſe the Oath 


# © 
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Sixthly, Let it be conſidered, Whether theſe So- 
verities againſt Perſons that are real Proteſtants, 
be not a wide Door opened to let. in Popery ? 
And whether,whileſt Ignorant People are told from 
the Seat of Juſtice, that Jefuites are amongſt the 
Diſſenters, hereby Diſſenters may not be expoſed 
to the fury of the Nation, which hath ſo lately 
been incenſed by the Machinations of Jeſuites ? 
And whether, whilſt Innocent Men are Proſecuted 


and Impriſoned as ſuch, without Remedy or Re- 


dreſs, thoſe that are really ſuch, have not a 
brave Opportunity to carry on their' Defign, and 
bring the Nation to Popery and Slavery ere ever 
they are aware? Conſider this, all ye that ſeem 
ſo Zealous for the Church of ENGLAND, how 


ſafely they may work amongſt you, and wreſt your 


Power from you, whilſt you are looking for them 
where they have no place, and daily diſobliging 


your Friends. 


| Seventhly, Let it be obſerved and adviſed upon; 


whether a Man can be legally returned in the 


Callendar by the Fudge, convicted of a Premu- 


ue ( though Indicted or Preſented by the Grand 
jury) when the Priſoner hath never heard his 


Indictment read, nor been called to anſwer, 


| Whether Guilty or not Guilty, and whether that 


Iſue ought not to be tried by another Fury, be- 
fore there can be a lawful Conviction, or Attain- 
der of Premunireꝰ And whether without ſuch Judg- 
ment and Sentenge Pronounced thereupon in open 


Court, he can be put out of the King's Protection, 


his Goods Contiſcated and his Body Impriſoned, 
during the King's Pleaſure? And if not, where lies 
ke Remedy for the Priloner, on Earth or in Fg 
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He hath Promiſe from God Almighty : Becauſe thy 
baſt kept the Word of my Patience, I will keep thee, an 
| will deliver thee from the Hour of Temptatin, 

which will come * the World, to try them that 
dwell upon the Earth. | 


Here follows the Copy of a Letter, 
ſent after the Judge had returned 
the Callendar, which was deliver. 
ed into his own Hand. 


* FYOnfider in the fear of GOD, in whoſe 
- «© Hand is thy Life and Breath, whether 
© that which thou haſt meafured unto me, 
„ thou would'ſt have meaſured unto thee again; 
* Wouldſt thou not think it very hard Mea- 
& ſure if one Injury were done unto thee, not 
© only to be denied a Redreſs, but to have that 
4 Injury made the Foundation of another? And 


7M yet fo haſt thou done unto me, and denied 


me that Right which thou haſt granted to the 
« worſt of Malefactors: For if the Matter charg- 


* ed againſt them was not proved, then didi . N 


thou acquit them; and in ſo doing thou 
6 didꝰſt well: But r > que was proved 
„ againſt me, and the direct contrary to what 
1 was charged with, was proved by me, and 
© my Innocency manifeſted by good and ſoft: 
* cient Teſtimonies, yet wouldſt not thou ac- 
« quir me; but on purpoſe becauſe thou under- 
ſtood'ſt I could not Swear, thou tendered'ſt un- 

A to me an Oath, that thou mighteſt either force 
+ me to violace my Confcience, or else _ 


\ 
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nd deſtroy me and mine, as to the Comfort 
of this Life. Well, the Lord, whom 1 ferve, 
will judge between Thee and Me ; and 
where thinkeſt thou to ſtand and appear ar 
that Day, when thoſe that have not vifited 
his Servants in Priſon, Cc. ſhall have this 
\Ffeadful Sentence, Depart from me into ever- 
laſting Fire, prepared fer the Devil and by An- 
gels; Since thou art one that contrary to all 
d Right haſt Impriſoned me, and that for keep- 
r. ing the Commands of Chriſt? If they ſhall 
babe Judgment without Mercy, that have 
hewed no Mercy, then how great ſhall thy 
judgment be, who haſt ſhewed no Mercy at 
all, dur turned the Poor from his Right? 


fe Conſider theſe Things whilſt thou haſt Time, 
a and Repent of all thy falſe Suggeſtions and 
us F hard Speeches againſt the People of GO D, 
WO if Peradventure thou may'ſt find Mercy, and 
ml have thy Heart purged from that Unchari- 
n ableneſs, Hatred, and Prejudice that lodgeth | 


nd in thee againſt thoſe that diſſent from thy | 
ed manner of Worſhip ; and think not by Force 
int Crocky to win” thene ws thy. Way: 


Wl | But remember that in all Ages, Perſecution, 
{2 * which was ever Blind, hath increaſed the 

ou Number of the Perſecuted: And thoſe that 
ed fave been as fierce as thou in their Day, 
i ave wearied themſelves and Repented; and 


nd . deſire thou may'ſt not do it coo late, but 

F. vhilſt Mercy may be obtained; for I do real. 
"ly defire thy Salvation, though thou haſt 

ſought to Inſnare and Ruine me. And think 

not to cover thy ſelf with faying, Tu the Law 

" that doth it, for by the due Proceſs of Law I 

* ſhould have been quit, and pet of Right 


— —— 
P e « — 


à gught to be ſo; which if thou refuſeſt to do 


4 Caſe to the juſt Judge of Heaven and Earth 
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« yet I ſhall reſt in Peace, and commit my 
« who will Reward thee, and all that had M 


„“ Hand in my Impriſonment, according to their 
a 


Lincoln Caſtle, the 3d Day 
of the 6th Month, 1682. 


John Whitehead 
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HR 
Second Part 


OF 
Fobn 7 hitebead 8 


r R YAL 


SIT THE, 
ASSIZES 


aden the 7th and 8th Days of the Firſt 
Month, called March, 1682. before William 
Gregory, one of the Barons of the Exchequer, 
with ſome Obſervations thereupon. 


"HE Aﬀſzes being "CO at 1 the th 
Day of the Month called March, 1683. Fon 
Nhrehend being informed, by Tome of his Friends 
ho had ſpoke with the Clerk of the Aſſi es, 
That he muſt be called to Anſwer, he ſtated his 


aſe to Judge Gregor, Who * the e, 
i followeth. 


Ta 


bh 


& Ki true State of my Caſe, ſheweth, That 


"4 Jeſuit, and ſent to Priſon by a Mittimm, under 
date the 22d of May, laſt paſt; and at the lat 


Trial, that ſo I might have ſuffered, or been 
© diſcharged, according to Law: But no Man ap- 
_ © pearing that could prove me ſuch a Perſon, nor 
© manifeſt any true Cauſe of Suſpicion, I did eu 

© pet to have ay releaſed, as other Men that 
mere impriſon 

* thing proved agai 


© contrary to my. reaſonable Expectation, which 
did ariſe from the Satisfaction 1 offered in Court, 


and I was ſurprized with the tender of an Oath, : 
which, I believe, this Court knew I could not, 
take for Conſcience-ſake z not that 1 mike de 
Allegiance 1 7 5 required, for 1 offered in 
Court to ſubſcribe the Subſtarice of ir, declaring 

© my Teſtimony againſt any Oath whatſoever ; and t 
 ©ſhewing, how that Oath ought not to be ten- 
e dred then and there unto me; which notwith- 


_ ©-Priſoner convicted of Fra 
- <Oath of Allegiance, to the utter Ruine and 
© breaking up of my Family, ſo that Lam reduced 


without means of getting a. Livelihood; there: 
© fare my Requeſt is, That 1 may be die 


„„ Sony 
Tie Fudge of Life and Death, and 


7 


<1 was taken and impriſoned, being with 
© out Ground or Reaſon ſuſpected to he x 


© rhe Hand and Seal of Juſtice Burrell, bearing 
© Aſſizes holden for this County, did expect a fair 


= Suſpicion, and had 0. 
nſt them, were; and the rather, 
© becauſe my Innocency was cleared by Authentic 
© Certificates, which 1 produced in Cc art ; but 


© one Injury was made the Foundation of another, 


ged to remain in Gaol, as 4 


© ftanding, I was 
er 64 of Prammnire, for refuſing the 


Jad 


* 


1 


©to that Miſery which accompanies Impriſonment, ion 


harged 
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from this my Impriſonment, that I may | labout 

ein the thing that is good, to relieve my ſelf 
and diſtreſſed Family: So in doing to me, as 
cbou wouldſt be done unto, if thou waſt in my 
a: Condition, thou wilt have Peace, and I ſhall 

Jever deſire thy Health and Prof] 3 Who am 
. — in the Caſtle of Lincoln. | 


J. W. 


Upon the 7th Day of the firſt Month 1 _ 

brought to the Bar, "and the Clerk of the Aſſize 

id, There was an Indittment 7. me for refu- 
n 


ur the Oath of Allegiance ;, a asked, Whether 1 
wild traverſe or ſubmit ? 


John Whitehead, I have been impriſoned ever 
luce the laſt Aſſize, as a Perſon convicted of Præ- 
aire, and have not ſeen the Indictment, nor 
leaded to it, and therefore deſire that I may 
have a Copy of the Indictment, and time to Ad-. 
ike with Counſel before I plead ; for I have been 

krdly dealt with, being firſt ſent to Priſon upon 


rer of the King's Subjects, which no Man was able 
v prove, and en expected to have been quit 
cording to Law. 

Fudge Gregory, Do you deny that you are a Je- 4 
ut? 
* Ido deny that I am a Jeſt, and erer 
d 10 3 | 
" g. But are you not in Orders as 4 Romiſh IN 
7 - 5 
J. V. I am not, but am able to manifeſt the 
ntrary by good and authentick Certificates, 
om my Neighbours, which I produced in Court 
(laſt ATTY which ſhewed my manner of — 1 | 


* 


groundleſs Suſpicion, of being a Feſuit, and Se- 
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and Reputation amongſt my Neighbours, for This: 
ty Years, which I have here in readinels if the 
Gourt pleaſe to view them again. 5 | 
_ - Judg. That is no matter now : But art you not ; ol 1 
Preacher, and ſpeak in Meetings? © N 
F. M. Where are my Accuſers ? If any have 
any thing to. Charge me with, I ſhall Anſwer? t 


K Will you plead to the ſalict ment 3 li 
M. 1 deſire a Copy of it, and time to conſider M | 


 Judg. Will you rake the Oath : ? If you will rake, i f 
yon may be diſcharged. 
. how: requires 40 proceſs, from Fre 
to laſt, which I have not had, being never diſ- it, 
charged from my firſt Mittimms, by which I wal 
committed; and when I laſt appeared in Court, ly 
and expected to have a Trial of the Matters there. of 
in ſuggeſted, | which were ſlanderous, and could 
not be proved, then I was ſurpriſed with the 
tender of an Oath, knowing no reaſdn they had 
to call my Allegiance into queſtion, I having faith- 
fully performed it, and da {till intend co perform 
it, as becomes a good Chriſtian and /Proteſtant 
Subject. 
It was obſerved by Ga That Doctor Bl 
the Chancellor, and Juſtice Harrinton, did whilper 
with the Judge, and inſtigate him againſt the Pri- 


| 
| 

| | 

| : of it ll next Aſſize. tc 
1 


ſoner with great earneſtneſs, which occaſioned w 
this Reflection from me afterwards, If you be Men the 
aft like. Men; and if you have any thing to ſay again Ch 
me, ſpeak openly, that 1 mg ew what it 15, and « the 

- ſer to it. to, 
udg. You being ſapefted. as 4 Feſait 0 or Papifh, and 2ai 

| Preaching up and down,' the Lam provides that Oat the 
. an Tape OY | aq OP t ard. el dub 
| = 1 555 555190 dba 
| oa 
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: J. V. I have offered other Expedients to cledt 
N my ſelf, both by Certificates, and proffering to 
ſubſcribe the Subſtance of the Oath; for I ſcruple 
not at the Allegiance; if I could take any Oath 


ui all, I ſhould not refuſe that Oath ; and ſince 
the Law ſuppoſes every Man clear, till the cons 
trary appear, I think it very hard meaſure that I 
ſhould be impriſoned for one thing, and then put 
to anſwer another, being not diſcharged of that 
for which I was firſt committed. - 
Judg. You were diſcharged from that Mittimus, and 
then required to take the Oath; and if you will yet taks 
it, you my be diſcharged. EE 
F. V. I was never diſcharged but conditional. 
ly, If I would take the Oath, which to me is a Caſe 
of Conſcience, becauſe” Chriſt Jeſus ſaith, Swear 
Vor at al. Let me not perpetually be brought in- 
to the Court, to have the Oath tendered as' a a 
Snare, that I may be made a Tranſgreſſar; but 
let me haye a fair Trial for what I have 
done. %%% ¾̃œ „ 
Court, Take him away; we will conſider of it till 
/ „ 
Adjourn, Adjourn the Court. 


After Dinner I was again brought into the Court; 
who ſeemed much inſtigated againſt me (by whom 
they beſt knew) but 1 have ground to think, the 
Chancellor and Subdean axe not clear of being 
the Occaſion of my Suffering, which Iam induced 
to, by reaſon of the Chancellor's whiſpering a- 
gainſt me in Court, and the unuſnal Huffing of 
the Clerk of the Aſſize, after he had dined at the 
Subdean's, who threatned ſome of my Friends, 
that came many Miles to hear my Trial, with the 
Oath of Allegiance ; yet, notwithſtanding, I did 
again move the Court, 1 might have a Copy 


of my Indiftmient, ad time to Adviſe with Counſel ba 


before I was put to anſwer. vie 
judg. You haue heard the Indiftment, and I camn | 
grant a Copy till you plead to it. ſa 
Clark, Are you Guilty of the ROT: or 0 
Not? dia 

F. M. Not Guilty, 5 c 


Judg. That is a Traverſe in Lam, let it be tried. the 
So the Traverſe was entred, and a Jury ready Oa 
to try it. by 
J. W. 1 deſire 1 may not be fo haſtily rm |} 
upon to a Trial, before I have a Copy of the Wl nil 
udictment, and time to Adviſe with Counſel, my Wl {re 
Caſe being very Singular; for at the laſt Aſſizel 1 
was returned as a Perſon already convicted of Id 
Præmunire, and therefore not prepared for a Trial ] 
now; and therefore deſire a Copy of the Iadictmen, 44 
and time till next Aſſize, that I may have Coun- wa 
ſel in the Caſe. ed 
Judg. I ſee you ſeck to gain time, and Flouriſh 2 
ore the Country, and en upon the Court; and you Bar 
writ a * Letter after the Fudge, lat 
rat Letter followeth Alſi ize, wherein was rai ling Language; 5 
25 $ Treg vis but 1 cannot grant you time till next I wit 
for it felf: Alſſize but you may have time till in Wl cou 
the Morning, and I ſhall come in on ny 
aaa to try you; and in the mean time you may hat © | 
a Copy of the Indiftment ; but it will ſignify nothing : W and 
For P will tell you, you muſt either prove that you did I Sw 
take the Oath, or elſe. take it, or Je cannot be 1 3 
cleared. fort 
Fe I intend not Reflection on 1 the Court, but 8 
do think it very hard, that I muſt firſt be ſurpri- W þl 
zed with. the tender of an Oath, when I was to W bern 
anſwer upon other things, - premiſed i in my Mitii- ſme 
mm; and now furpriſed with a Trial, „ [WY lp 

ave 


(%% 


; have been ſo long i impriſoned, as a Perſon cor2 
victe 

Judg. There was a miſtake in that, but now we 
ſhall right it; but there is nothing will advantage 
you, but either taking the Oath, or Pong. you 


1⁴ 5. 6. 1 
1 hope it will not be put on me to prove x 

. Negative, till it be fir proved, That the 
Oath was legally tendred to me, and deny d 
by me. 
ads; That will be proved, 1 warrant yon; : of you 
will Traverſe it nom, the Jury is * or if Jour de- 
fire time till in the 3 you ſball have it. 

J. W. If it may not be put off till next Aſſize, 
Ido defire time till in the: Morning. 
Judg. Well, you ſhall have it : Adjourn the Court; 
4 ler him have 4 Copy of the Fu ty ; Which 
was immediately delivered, and the Court adj journ< 
ed till Six a Clock next Morning. 


+ The Court being again ſet, I was called to the = 


os WI Bar, and the Jury called over. | 
]udg. Came, are you ready for Trial? 
e; J. W. I have no Counſel, having been kept 
xt W vithin the Priſon ; and they all ſo Buſy, none 
n could come to me, and therefore again deſire that 
ny Trial may be put off till next Aſſizge. 
ue Judg. That cannot be : Clerk, Swear the Fury; 
g WH and if you will Challenge «7 of ther befors they. are 
id Wl Sworn, you may. 

ve MW J. V. They are all Strangers to me, and thers- 5 
bre I ſhall Challenge none of them. 

ut So the Jury was Sworn in this manner, Lat 
ri- WI ſhall well and Ly Try the Iſſue of this Traverſe, 
to leween our Soveraign Lord the King, and the Pri- 
. ſner at the Bar, a | to your Evidence 8 * 

ws I yot God: | 3 5 


8 m 
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Then the Indictment was read, a Copy of which . 
followeth. 1 „ 
_— HE Jurors for our Soveraign Lord the . 
N © King, upon their Oaths, preſent, That 
135 © at the open Aſſize for the County of 
© Lincoln, aforeſaid, holden at the Caſtle of Lin- 
© coln, in the ſame County of Lincoln, on Manday is 
_ ©the One and Thirtieth Day of July, in the Vear , 
* of the Reign of our Soveraign Lord, Charles the . 
© Second, by the Grace of God, of England, Scot- i , , 
© land, France and Ireland, King, Defender of the 
| Faith, &c. the Thirty Fourth; before Willian 
* Gregory, Knight, one of the Barons of the Ex-. 
*chequer of the ſaid Lord the King, and Thoma 41 
© Streete, Knight, another Baron of the Exchequer I | 
of the ſaid Lord the King, to take the Affe, , 
„in the County aforeſaid ; and alſo the Gaol of .. 
the ſaid Lord the King, of the County afore- - 
© ſaid, of the Priſoners in the ſame, being to be 
delivered, aſſigned in the open Aſſizes aforeſaid, 
the ſaid Juſtices then (to wit) the ſaid One and 
Thirtieth Day of July, in the Four and Thir 
e tieth Year aboveſaid, at the Caſtle of Lincd 
© aforeſaid, in the County aforeſaid, did tender to 
Fon Whitehead, late of the Bale of Lincoln, it 
_ the County aforeſaid, Labourer, then not being 


©a Noble-man, but then being above the Age ol fr 
© Eighteen Years, the Oath contained in a certain . 
Act of Parliament, of the Lord James, late King fn. 
Lol England, holden by Prorogation at WeſminyY || 
©fer, in the County of Aiduleſex, the Fifth Day tr. 
 * of November, in the Year of his Reign of Ex of 
land, France and Ireland, the Third, and of Su | 
land the Nine and Thirtieth, late Enacted and pf 
Provided, in theſe Engliſh words following oy ſec 
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1 tis to ſay JI TFobnWhitebead,;&C. *— | | 1 
ch 80 help me God : And that the ſaid . * Note, That John 
« Juſtices then (that is to ſay ) the - Whitehead 7 nor menti- | 
| ( ſaid Monday, the One and Thirtieth ſaid Ad, which i; Z 
he Day of Tuly, in the Four and Thir- “ read at large, 
lat e tieth Year aboveſaid, at the Caſtle 
of of Lincoln aforeſaid, in the County aforeſaid, in 
1 the ſaid open Aſſizes, the ſame John Mhite head 
ay « requeſted to take that Oath upon the Holy Evan- 
Cveliſts, and that the ſame John, the ſaid Oath, 
nl i ſo by the afore-named Juſtices, to the ſaid ohn, 
© as aforeſaid, offered and requeſted, then and 


be Y « there refuſed to take, to the Evil Example of 
all others, of our ſaid Lord the King, that now 

* Y «are his Faithful Subjects, in Contempt of the ſaid 
Lord the King that now is, againſt his Laws, 

na | © againſt the Form of the ſaid Statute, and agginſt- 


? che Peace of our ſaid Lord the King, his Crown 
"Y * 2nd Digyity. N e 


Judg, (To the Clerk) Come, where are your Wit 
Then two Witneſſes were Sworn, and gave 
Evidence, That they were at the laſt Aſixe, and then 
and there the Oath of Allegiance was tendred to me, 
J. V. Deſired to know, whether he did refuſe 
it the 31ſt of July; but that they could not af- 
firm, the whole Country knowing that I had time © 
to conſider of it till next Day; and ſeeing nei- 
ther of the Witneſſes can, affirm, that it was de- 
ny'd that Day, as the Indictment affirms yery un- 
truly; therefore (feeing the Court ought to be 
of Counſel with the Priſoner, to ſee that nothing 
be urged againſt Right) I deſire the Judgment vp 
of the Coyrt, Whether I ought not to be quit, If 
ſeeing there is no proof it was deny'd, as the 
= ee ee: Indictment 


Eb 
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Indiftment affirms z, and whether there ought not 
to be a firſt and ſecond tender of the Oath, and 
refuſal upon both, before an Iadictment upon this 


Statute, upon the 3d of King Fames ? 


Jude. In ſome Caſes we onght to be of Counſel with 


the Priſoner ;, but need not be ſo in this Caſe : Tut ] 


will tell you, That if it was tendered and refuſed any 


Day of the Aſſize, it may be ſaid to be on the fir 


Day of the Aſſixe; for every Day that the Aſſize holds 


+ 


here, is but one Day in Law. Yet there ought to be 


42 firſt and ſecond tender, and a refuſal upon both; 
for tis the ſecond refuſal that incurrs 4 Præmu- 


„ ˖ͤ 5 : eg 
F. W. Well then, being the Indickment doth but 
charge me with once having the' Oath tendered 


unto me, which I did not poſitively refuſe, but 


ment is grounded. 


gave Reaſons why it ſhould not have been ten- 


dered, and why, I ought not to take it; I hope 


the Indictment ought not to be found againſt me, 
ſeeing I had not a- firſt tender of the Oath out 


of Court, and a ſecond in Court, according to 
the Form of the Statute, upon which the Indid- 


* 


Judg. Ton ſhall now have it tendered a ſecond 
time, and if you will, yet take the Oath of Allegi- 


| ance, you may retrieve what is paſt, and have your 


Liberty. IS 5 | 5 
F. N. If my Life were concerned, as *tis but 


my Liberty and (ſmall) Eſtate, I dare not break 


the Command of Chriſt ; but if I could take any 


' Oath whatſoever, I ſhould not refuſe that Oath; 


for I own Allegiance due to the King, and am 


willing to ſubſcribe the Subſtance of it; but to 
me it is a Caſe of Conſcience, ſo that I cannot take 
any Oath; for Chriſt Jeſus hath ſaid, Swear not a. 
2; therefore I deſire, ſeek not to enſnare me 
RL TO ep” 


— 
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judg. You ſay well; for in Charity I do think, 
That you make Conſcience of an Oath; and if you be ſo 
Tender and Scrupulous of taking an Oath, I ought to 
take heed of breaking an Oath; and I am by Oath 
obliged: to put the Lams in Execution 3, and the Law 
requires you to take this Oath, and I muſt tell you, 
There is Cauſe to ſuſpect, that Feſuits firſt broached 
this Principle amongſt you, not to Smear; and I am 
per ſwaded, I can convince any Man here, but you, of 
the lawfulneſs of an Oath ;, for you ought to conſider, 


not only the Text, but the Scope of the Matter and 


Context, and then you. will find, Chriſt did not intend 
to forbid all Oaths, but vain Oaths in Communication 
and ordinary Diſcourſe, and Oaths by. the Creatures, 
as by Heaven, and Earth, and Jeruſalem, and a Mans 
Head; which, were brought in by the corrupt Gloſs of 
the Ancients; and upon this ſubject he did inlarge, 


| ſaying as much as a natural Man can reach in that 


Caſe, concluding, That an Oath for Confirmation 
was to be the end of all Strife. TT 
J. V. All this cannot. ſatisfy 


ny Conſcience, 


in which I do believe, that not Jeſwirs, but Oy 


Jeſus hath taught us this Principle, for the whole 
Scope of his words, recorded in the Fifth of Mar- 


thew, when I read and conſider them, I find he 


ſaith ſomewhat more than the Letter of the Law 


| faith in moſt Caſes, mentioned in that Chapter, 


and particularly in this Caſe of Swearing ; for it 
cannot be deny'd, but that Swearing by the Crea- 
tures, as Heaven, Earth, &c. and likewiſe idle 
vain Oaths in Communication were forbidden 


in the time of the Law; and the Oaths which 


Chriſt intended to forbid, were ſolemn Oaths, 
ſuch as were to be kept and performed ta the 
Lord, as appears by the words going before the 
Prohibition of all Swearing, verſ. 33, & 34. Hut 


[ay unto gat, Swear nat at ad, &c. And I think 


T4 We 


Here the Fudge was 
pbſerved to ſay, That is 


| 


and here are iwo Witneſſes proves, that it was tenderec 


ö 
the Apoſtle James the beſt Interpreter of Chriſt 


Mind in that Caſe, who ſaid, Above all Things, my 


Brethren, Swear not, neither by Heaven, neither by 
Earth, neither by any other Oath, but let your yea, 
be yea, and your nay, nay, leſt you Jar into Condem- 
nation, Jam. 5. 12. For againſt theſe plain Texts 


no Argument lies good; therefore urge me no 


further to it, for there are but theſe words ( any 
other Perſon whatſoever ) in this Statute, that gives 
Df .Power to tender the Oath in Court *, 
( and they are left out in the follow. 
ing Statutes about the Oath) and 
the words of the Apoſtle a. . Equi- 
valent ; for after he hath particulariz'd the manners 


of Swearing, he faith, Nor by any other Oath; 
which to me is a general Prohibition of all Oaths, 
Which in Conſcience I am bound to obſerve, and } 
not follow the Example of Men in Strife, who 
... ĩ CE Ze | 


Judg. 1 ſhall not further diſpute it with you, bu 


1 ſhall tender you the Cath; give him the Book; What 
ſay you, will you take it? 185 ; 


* 


7 * 


J. V. lam upon the Traverſe of the Indictment, 
and ſhall not anſwer to new matter till that be 
tried; and therefore, Fury, conſider, the Indict- 


ment is the matter before you, with which you 


were charged, to Try according to your Evi- | 
dence, and not any new matter, which is not in 
the Indict ment; therefore if you find that the Oath | 


was not twice tendered, and twice: refuſed, be- 


fore I was indicted, and you Sworn to try the 
Iſſue, you ought to acquit me, for the Indiftment 
is the Matter in Queſtion, and not any new Mat- 


2 


ter ſince you were Sworn. 


ode: Yar cher are of the 9, the Basen & 


laid but for once refuſal of the Oath of Allegiance, 


11 1 


t0 him the Laſt Aſſize, and he hath not proved that 


he did take it; and you ſee he ſtill refuſeth it 3 ſo 5 
Gentlemen go together and conſider of it. h 


The Jury went forth, and in a ſhort time re- 


turned to Court. 


Clerk, Called over their Names, and fad, Are 


you aged of your Verdict? 


ury, Tes. 

Clerk, Who ſhall fay for you? 

Jury, Our Foreman. 

Clerk, Do you ind for the King, or for the 
Defendant 3 3 

jury, For the King, 

Howbeit the Judge forbore to paſs Sentence 
againſt me, and the Court Adjourned. 

And I am returned in the Callendar, as I was 


before, to remain in Gaol, being convicted of 


ISS nd | >. 


2 Premunire, for refuſi ing the Oath of Allegi- 5 
ance. | LEE 


Fiſt, Obſerve, That the Indictment was but 
for once refuſing of the Oath of Allegiance, 
which, according to the Judge's own words, 
incurrs not a Premunire, — it wWas found 
z2ainſt me, 


Secondly, Obſerve, : That the Oath of Allegi- 
ance was not read to me in Court, when 1 was 
upon my Traverſe this Aſſize, therefore not le- : 
rally rendered : And whether I had not Law and 
Reaſon to decline as to new Matter, till 
the indietment was tried? | 


Thi rdly, ' Obſerve, Upon the whole Matter, | 
whether by Certificates and otherwiſe, I haye 
not fairly quit my ſelf from that malicious Slan- 
ber caſt upon * That I was 4 Jeſuit; > Hong 


they 


—  — ———— _ 


Ly 
they never could prove any thing of it, nor 
touch me for what I had already done; but 
time after time have ſought to inſnare me with 

an Oath, which they knew for Conſcience-ſake 

I could not take; as the Papiſts uſed to inſnare 
the Proteſtant-Martyrs with the Sacrament of 
the Altar, wherein they knew they could not 
confeſs the real Preſence. And this I have ſome 

| Reaſon to believe was not done through Preju- 
dice or Malice in the Judges, eſpecially the lat- 
ter of them, who both carried it fairly to me, 
but rather through the Inſtigation of ſome of 
the Doctors belonging to this Cathedral, who MY 

' have hated me without a Cauſe. / 


f * THE 


| Kings Juſtices 
[\SSIZE 


Juſtices of the P EA C E, 


Grand Jury-Men, and chief. Con. 
ſtables, & Go. 


An Apology written by J. V. a Saf: | 
ferer for the Word of God, and Teſtimony 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and preſented to you in be- 
half of that peaceable Suffering e cal- 
led QU A KERS. 


—— — 


Ir U being our 888 chat are in Aus 
thority, among whom we had our Conver- 
larion many Years, cannot but know that we are 
I harmleſs and peaceable people, that do hurt no 
) Man, but are willing to live Honeſtly, and ta 
n to every Man his own, why then ſhould we 
ruin d and deſtroyed for the Exerciſe "ca our 
an: 


— 


— 7 — — 
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Conſcience towards God, whom we ſerve and 
worſhip in Spirit and Truth, as he requires yg, 
and hath taught us? Fob. 4. 23. And therefore we 
dare not depart from his Precepts and Dog. 
rine, to receive for Doctrine the Commandments of 
Men, leſt we ſhould worſhip in Vain, and not 
find acceptance with God, Mat. 15, 9. before 
whoſe Judgment-Seat we muſt appear, to give an 


Account for our ſelves unto God: Then all faces 
ſhall gather paleneſs that have not worſhipped him 


according; to his will ; and neither the Command. 


ment of Princes, nor the Doctrine of Prieſts, Can excuſe 


us at that day if our Conſcience condemn ys; 
for God is greater than Man, and therefore unto 
God we muſt give the Dominion in our Conſci. 


| ences; and dare not but be ſubject and obedien } 
to his Will, what-ever we ſuffer, though we have 
ever been, and are willing to render unto the 


KING that Subjection which the Laws of God, 


Nature, and the Nation, agreeable thereto, enjoyn 
us to, and ſhall (as we have hitherto done) ever 
live peaceably under the Kings Government, and 

deſire nothing but that we may be protected in 

Sobriety and Vertue, and not forced either to loſe 
our Liberties and Properties, or do thoſe things 


that are contrary to our Conſcience ; for certain- 


ly it can neither turn to che King's Profit nor 
Yours, that ſo many Hundreds in this County, 


Who are known ro be laborious and induſtrious 


People, ſhould be ruined to gratifie a Company 
of envious Perſons, and to enrich a ſort of In- 


formers, Promoters and other idle Perſons, which 
are never like to be Farmers andTrades-Men, better 


knowing how to live of Rapine and Spoil, than 
how to get Means to live by honeſt Induſtry ; 
and Whether this may not in time tend both 10 


uf 
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the King's dammage and your own, and to the 
weakening and impoveriſhing of the Nation, is 


worthy of your ſerious Confideration | 
And confider well, Though Impriſoning Mens 
perſons, Taking away their Goods, and other 
puniſhments tending to ruin and deſtroy Families, 
may work upon Earthly- minded Men and Hy- 
pocrites, to make them outwardly conform to 
Modes and Manners of Religion, yet are they no 
good Arguments to perſwade People into the 
Love of any Religion; for how ſhould a Man in 
his Senſes think their Religion right, which will 
bereave their Neighbours of Liberty and Eſtate, if 
they will not conform to it? Surely neither the 
true Chriſtian Religion at firſt, nor the Proteſtant 
Religion ſince, did by thefe Methods gain Repu- 


ation in the World, nor can yours now; but 


through Faith, ſound Doctrine and good Works, the 
firſ Chriſtians and firſs Proteſtants, overcame the 
World and convinced Gainſayers; for indeed 
true Chriſtian Religion needs no outward Force to 
uphold it, having a Witneſs in every Mans Con. 
ſcience to the Holineſs and Righteouſneſs of it, 
which ſuſtains it; and thoſe which are true 


Chriſtians and Spiritual-Minded Men, neither 


value Liberty, Eſtate, nor Life it ſelf, in compa- 
riſon of their Religion, and the true Worſhip of 
God, from which we can never be forced, be- 
lieving chat as Certainly as all divine Worſhip arid 
Service belongs unto God, ſo it belongs unto him 
to teach us, how and in what manner we ſhall 
Worſhip him; and whether we do well to 
hearken unto him, rather than to changeable. 
Men, Judge ye; for altho' we can willingly 
ſuffer for our Religion, and the Exerciſe of our 


Conſciences towards God, yet do we think it 


hard 


TV 
hard meaſure to be ruined and deſtroyed in out 
3 Perſons and Eſtates, by you who are mainly con- 
| cerned in this matter; and therefore we intreat 
.___- you, ſeriouſly to conſider the fatal Conſequence 
I that theſe kinds of Severities draw after them: 
5 Firſt, In provoking the Lord to Anger, who 
1 never was pleaſed with Perſecutors, ſince Can Wl lic 1 
ſlew his Brother Abel. F 
And, Secondly, Becauſe of the Diſcouragethents I Tra 
brought upon Induſtrious Farmers and Trades - Tale 
Men, who dare not lay out themſelves, being in I and 
Jeopardy every day, to have their Liberty or and 
Eſtate ſeized for their Religion. e 
Thirdly, This ſevere courſe alſo, in its own nas feel 
ture, tends to put induſtrious People upon the tho 
Extremity to tranſport themſelves, whereby the Inte 
Nation # weakened, Rents brought down, and Trades 28a 
 Fourthly, Informers and other looſe idle Perſons, I and 
that live by the Ruin of their Neighbours, are I he 
encouraged, which we that are Sufferers make fore 
bold to remind you of, becauſe ye have had large I He- 
Experience of our peaceable Converſation, and I 2 ! 
Cannot but know that we are No Popiſh Recuſants, 
Nor Plottert, Nor Conmrivers of Evil Deſigns againf 
the Government, and therefore ye ought not to 
expoſe us to ſuffer as ſuch, but rather intercede 
for us to thoſe that are in higher Authority, 
(ho peradventure know us not ſo well as you, 
that we may no longer ſuffer by Laws made 
in times of great Provocation, againſt ſuch as 
were ſeditious and injurious to Government,) 
Which we have a due eſteem of, and reverence 
unto, deſiring nothing more than that we may 
live peaceably in the Land of our Nativity, leav- 
ing to us the Exertiſe of aur Conſcience ee Go 


\ 
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1 whileſt we are void of Offence towards Men; and in 
\. ſo doing ye may fulfill the Royal Law of Chriſt, 
u oho faith, Whatever ye would that Men ſhould do 
emo you, do ye even ſo to them, So conſider our 
caaſe as if it were your own, and do your endea- 
o our to eaſe us of thoſe manifold Oppreſſons that 
le upon us for sur Obedience to God, that we 
nay be fer at liberty, and encouraged in our 
ts Trades and Callings, to labour and improve that 
g. Talent which God hath given us, for the good 
n and benefit of the King and Kingdom, Your ſelves, 
und al Men, to whom we have nothing but 
love and good Will in our Hearts, and ſhall ever 
ſeek the Peace and Tranquility of this Nation, 
chough in it we do ſuffer hard things, by Miſ- 
nierpretation of Laws made againſt Papifis, and 
I againſt Seditious Perſons, which are turned upon 
us, and againſt our peaceable Chriſtian Meetings, 
and for Not Swearing, in obedience to Chriſt, 
who ſaid, Swear not at all. All which we lay be⸗ 
fore you, hoping that God will put it into the 
Heart of the King, and You that are in Authority, 
t0 Eaſe and Relieve us in due im. 


1 * 
/ * 
4 ' 
Us. . 
* 
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| 
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TO 


FRIENDS 


1 N 


Hull, Houlderneſs, &:: 


Dear Friends, 


II that Antient Love wherein we lived toge- 


ther many Years, I do tenderly falute you 


all, being in freſh Senſe of the Lord's Power and 
' Preſence, which was with us, whileſt in Humility 


we did wait upon him; and great fear was upon 


us all, leſt we ſhould grieve his Holy Spirit that 
was manifeſt in us to profit withal; and alſo, leſt 


we ſhould give any Offence one to another, or tv 


the Church of God, or lay any Occaſion of ſtum- 


bling in the way of ſuch whoſe Eyes were upon 


usz and I cannot forget how we increaſed in Grace, 
and our . Aſſemblies were bleſſed and Vertuous, 
and the love of God did ſpring and flow amongſt 
us, in that Day, whereby we were Conſtrained to 
deny our ſelves, and in Tenderneſs and Lowlineſs, 
condeſcend one to another, that the Peace of 
_ God might be multiplied amongſt us by which 
we are known to be Chriſt's Diſciples : Then did 


dhe Heavenly Jeſus deſcend upon us, and we be- 
came as a fruitful Garden, and your Faith, and 
Love, and Godly Simplicity was ſpoken of, i 


GE. ; 

and amongſt the People of God thrbugh many 
Countries, and you became Exemplary to many 
that were round about you: But I know that 
many of that Generation are paſt away, and their 
Reward is with them, and you are left behind 
to carry on the Lord's Work, and bear the burden 
of this Day; which in ſome reſpect is eaſie in 
Compariſon of that which they have born that 
went before you. Hawbeit there is no Time, 
state or Place in this World, without Trials, 


Temptations, or Troubles: Therefore; dear 


Friends, Brethren and Siſters, I exhort and be- 
ſeech you all, be watchful, and keep low in Hu- 
mility, and the Fear of the Lord; that his peace- 
able Wiſdom may guide you, and his Power pre- 
ſerve you out of all the Snares of the Enemy of 


pour Souls, who lays: wait againſt the Dwellings 


of the Righteous, that he may Spoil their Reſting, 
and make weak the Hands of the Lord's Work- 
men and Servants. Oh Friends, I. am Jealous 
orer you with a godly. Jealouſy, leſt: you; ſuffer 
your Minds to be drawn out, and loſe the firſt 
Love and Humility, Faith and Fear of God, which 
is your Armour againſt the Enemy that would 
make a Breach amongſt you, whe have been ga- 
thered into the Love of God, and the Heavenly 
Fellowſhip in his Spirit. Therefore walk in the 
Light and Life of it, that you may both ſet When 
good comes, and embrace it, and then you will 


diſcern all the Suggeſtions of the Enemy which 


would withdraw your Love from God, and 
from one another; which Love is the Bond of 
perfection, and that which draws from it will 
lead into Self-love and Partiality ; and froth thence 
ſprings evil Surmifings and Murmurings one a- 
gainft another, which if given way to, begets Strife 
and Divifion, which is OT of n 


11 2940 5 | 
and evil Works, which tends to hinder your 
Growth and Proſperity in che Truth, and lays 
an Occaſion of ſtumbling in the Way of the Sim. 
plwKe. Therefore, dear Friends, F ſay unto you 
| once more, keep Love in your Minds, and be ten- 
=o der in the fear of the Lord; that his Wiſdom, 
which is pure, peaceable, gentle and eaſy to be 
intreated, full of Mercy and Goodneſs; may guide 
you in all your Meetings: So that Unity in the 
Spirit, and Bonds of Peace, may be kept invio- 
lable amongſt you, and the Wiſdom which is 
from beneath judged down; for where that rules 
icis for it ſelf, and thereis Striving for Maſtery, 
handling one another with courſe rongh Hands, 
contrary to the Apoſtle's re who faid, 
Be not many Maſters, fer in many Things we offend 
all. Therefore — to the one Thing moſt need- 
ful, the Light of Chriſt Jeſus, by whom greater 
Truth doth come; and therein being Exerciſed, 
your Hearts, and Work will be Seaſoned with 
Love to God, and one another; ſo will his Bleſ- 
ſing and Peace be among you for ever. 


Which is the true Deſire'and Prayer of your 
1 © Ancient and Stedfaſt Friend in the Tru. 
| The 24th. Day af the | 5 

2 e ors Fs: J. Whitehead, 
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that is Carnal, in which theſe Things lodge which 
are contrary to the Light. And walk in the dails 
Ctofs, having the Converſation without Covetouf- 

Ce ps 1 
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neſs; and take heed of flighting the Day of the 


Viſitations (wherein the Lord waits to manifeſt his 
Love unto you) by giving way to your Sloathiſh 
earthly Spirits, that ſavours not the Things that 
be of God, but draw down the Mind to delight 
in, and love earthly Things that muſt periſh,which 
keeps you from veins nartahers of the dura- 
ble Riches that are in Chriſt Jeſus, laid up for all 
that are Faithful: So every one prize your Time, 
and be Faithful and Diligent in Meeting together 
to wait upon the Lord, whom ye will ſee preſent 
_ refreſhing you that are Faithful, who wait upon 
him in his Ligtit, which will unite your Hearts 
together in Love, to watch one over another, 
and to bear one anothers Burthens; and ſo fulfill 
the law of Chriſt, your Head, who hath called 
you to be Members of his Body, and one of a- 
nother: And as you abide in his Life, it will 
cauſe you to remember thoſe that are in Bonds 
among you, as bound with them; and to be ſenſi- 
ble of their Sufferings, as being your ſelves in 
the Body; to miniſter. to them in what they 
have need; that in this Day of Tryal you may be 


made as Inſtruments to come forth and ſupport | 


one another, that God over all may be Honoured 
and Delighted in; that none. of you may draw 
back or come ſhort of the everlaſting Inheritance, 


|  whereto, you are called: With tender Bowels ot 


Love Salute them All that breathe after God: 
His Eternal Power keep you all; ſtand in his Light 
and Life, that with his pure Love, your Souls 
may be Refreſhed and Nouriſhed up to Eternal 

Life. All wait in the pure Fear, to retain the 
pure Wiſdom, and take heed of Forwardneſs to 
imitate any thing in your Wills to be ſeen of 
Men, which is Hypocriſy and Deceit ; but all wait 

do de led by the Spirit; which will dg 
n Be bands nne 
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Hearts pure and Sinsle. 1 in the Sight of God: 
From the Common Gol in Northampton, where 


| am a Priſoner for the Teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt, 
the 12th * of che 8th Monch 0 It 


6 id _— — 2 — —— 
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By Jobs: W island, i 


To be read among aten when hoy 


are met together, d to Wait ir upon G O D in 
his Fear. f | 


Dian Friends, 


Name and Power of our Lord'Jeſus Chriſt, 


awell; that the pure Light that comes from Him, Rl 


may guide your Minds up to God the Father of 
Licht: To the which Light all the World muſt 
bend, and with it muſt they all be Condemned 
that act contrary to it, though they make a Pro- 
feſſion of it,” and ger the words that were declared 
from it. Therefore I warn you all, in it walk 
and wait, and take heed of Hypocriſy and Deceit, 
and of reaſoning with Fleſh and Blood, for there 
you go from the pure, into the Earth, and take 
Counſel of that which is Senſual and not of the 
lord, and there that Will is fed and the 
Heart waxeth Wanton, and kicketh againſt the 
384 3 and * down into Egype and then takes 


uz _ Coup- 


Hoſe Minds are turned to the Light, i in the 


% 
[1 
—— — — — —— — — — — 


the Enemy of your 


and law 
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Counſel at that Wiſdom, ; which dee take 
Pleaſures in her Treaſures, which is of th 


and feeds the earthly Nature which doth crucify 
the Juſt; and blinds, the Eye, that the grernal 
Riches are not ſeen; and makes the Heart groſs, 
that it cannot ſavour the Things that be of. God; 


and then Careleſneſs and Deadneſs follows, and 


hard Thoughts of God, and much reaſoning a- 
gainſt him; ſaying in your Hearts, wherefore 
ſhould we wait any longer ? What Profit is there ig 


it? We walk not as others do; and they Reaſon 


looks forth into the World; and then the Devil 
Beauty in it, and ſhe 
ren of the World live in it, and are not troubled 
as yau are; and then the earthly 47 not 
being kept in the Croſs, jon wich the /Tempter, 
who carries you headlong into the World, to de- 
light in its Pleaſures, Profits, and Vanities, and 
heggarly Luſts; but the end of theſe Things is 


Death. And woe be unto you that do turn from 
the pure Light, whoſe. Portion is in the World; 


for you are on the ſlippery Places; and the De- 


lights of your Heart, ſhall he cut off from you, and 


fade away; and then cometh the Deſtruction, 


which upog your ſelves you have. brought, and 


the Reward of your Hands, ſhall be given you ; 
whoſe, Portion is not as Facob's Portion, which 


abides forever, which is. the Lord of Sabaoth, 


-” $ - * 


hom they have R 


- 
1. 


who is the Rewarder of all the one „ 
3 and an Inheritance 


4 


for evermore. Therefore I fay unto yen all, abide | 
in the pure Light of Chriſt manifeſted, and ſtand- 
ing ſingle in Mind to the Lord, and ſingle eyed, © 
den the whale Body will be fall of Light; and 

the Joy fer before vou, you will ſee, and dhe Glory 


- Fhat ſhall be revealed in you at eee 


Earth, 


Tp preſents a Glory and 
s how pleaſantly the Child. | 
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jeſus Chriſt, whom you beholding (whoſe Eyes 

are ſingle) as in a Glaſs, with open Face, are 
tranſlated into the ſame Image, e to 
Glory, even by the $pipit of Jefus Chriſt, which 
doth firſt convince you of Sin, of Righteouſneſs, 
and Judgment, But all you that did turn from 
the Spirit that did.,conyinge you of Sin, a Vail 
is drawn over your Hearts, and the Glory of the 
Lord is not ſeen: And then the Carnal Dehre goes 
forth into the Glory of che World, lets in Polluti- 
ons, and then the pure groans under the Burden 
and is unſatisfied, and here is the Double- minded 
Man that is unſtablę in all his Ways. Therefore 


: 
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dwell in the pure that dath diſcover theſe Deſires 
which goes into the Earth, and judge them with the 


Light, and ſtand ia the, Power of 71 Johus to 
deny them, and then wait in the pure Deſires that 


breathe after God, for that which breathes after 


him is begotten of him; and who this do witneſs, 
can ſayour. the Things that be of him; and ſhall, 
as ſhrely a+ God is Faithful, be filled with 
his tiving Mercys and Loye that noutiſheth unto 


Eternal Life: And this you will come to feel, and 
know, and taſte of, if Yqu faint not, but continue 


patiently waiting in the Light, with it your 


Minds to B choak tile 


pure Seed of God, and .o a growth in the inner 
Man you wilt come daily to Witneſs, and your 
Faith wilf be increaſed; and Love will abound a- 
mongſt you, and your delight will be in Meet- 
ing together in the Lord, and Wiſdom you come 


to receive from him, to watch over one another, 


and buiſd up one another in that which is pure 3. 


but I warn you to take heed of uttering. Words 
from your own Comprehenſions and Wiſdom, but 


dwell hot in the Life and Poſleſſien of ir; for 


that is che Hypocrite, that ſpeaks what he For x 


u 4 
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ſeſſes not, nor dwells in: S0 all of you dwell in 


the pure Life, then coldneſs and hardneſs of Heart 
will be kept out; from which doth ariſe Grudg. 
ings, evil Surmiſings, Whiſperings and Backbi. 


tings, which doth rent one from another, and 
| makes Diviſions, and ſo lets in the Enemy of your 
Souls, which then doth drive away that Which 


halteth 1 7 1s weak; therefore I fay unto you all, 


in the Spi 


| Judge theſe every one in particular, and 
ie of Meckel 


eeknels and Wiſdom reprove 


one the and exhort one another, and that 
Joins and builds, that is done in the Spirit; and 


If any Offend or be overtaken through Weaknek, 
with a Fault, in the Selrit ol Meekneſs, you that 
are Spiritual reſtore fuch an one, and bear nothing 


in Mind of Evil ons againſt another ; but as God 


in Chriſt hath forgiv en Jou, ſo forgive. one ano- 


| ther, and walk together 1 little pre wi [\ 
in Loe and in Wiſdom,, that by the pure Wi 


dom of God in yon, you may be juſtified ; and 

all of you abide and wait in this 1 Light that 
comes from Chriſt Jeſus; and ſo him you may 
come to receive, of whom i is no Iniquit y; that 
by the working, of us Power, you may Witnels 


the Bond of it broken, and Sin finiſhed, which 
bath oppreſſed. the 


free; and wich the Spirit of our 1210 eſus you 


Tutt, and the Soul to be ſet 


will witneſs the Covenant of Life ſcaled to your 
Souls, and yon all * it grow up in Unity, in 
the pure Love of God, who is 905 for 


ever; to whom be Eternal Praiſes and Glory for 
ever more. And with that Love which is not 


feigned, which ſecks not it ſelf, which is not 


caſily provoked, which thinketh no Evil, Love 
one another; for it is the yery Bond of 'Perkc 


= god Fd that, you rad boung together, Wo bY 


eQion; 
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World cannot break you; but muſt bend to hae 


which hath gathered you, and with it be broken, 
or elſe be ground to Powder, and Periſh. There- 
fore to the true Light that comes from Chriſt Je- 
ſus, which was from the Beginning, which did 
firſt convince you of Sin, and diſcover to you the 
Vagities of the World ( which Light & he World's 


Condemngtion who hates it) and hath in meaſure 
ight, (1 


athered you out of the World to this 
27 take heed, and to it be Faithful, even to the 


end; that the Enjoyment of that which endures 


for ever you may all come to Witneſs; where I 
am with you, who am a Prifoner for the Teſti» 


mony of Feſws Cbriſt, but at Liberty in the Eter- 
nal Spirit for ever more. Praiſes be to the Lord 


God, who is warthy, bleſſed for ever. All tahe 


| heed of | halting, and feeding on that which is 
ęaſt; but mind your Growth; and take heed of 


Formality, and Eatthlineſs, and of reſting in your 
knowing and owning the Truth, leſt you loſe 


your Tenderneſs, and a Boaſting: Spirit gets up in 
the Sight of that you poſſeſs not. 
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| bu DAG 2d Bate Fr ige! | 
| * whore begotien again of the Wotd of 
„mit „ my Bowels of Love in the Lone 
h forth to you all: Beware every om 
of you of [Juſtin A ter the Fleſh- pots of Epyp, 
enn and Earthiy Things, or: after the Merchan- 
diſe of Babylon,” nd endelig Wordt of Man's Wif. 
dom, from whence the Lord in his Eternal Love 
| hath called you, by revealing his Son in you, who | 
is the Living Bread that came down from Hea- | 
yen Dear Bratbren, forſake not this Living Mer- 
cy for dutward Fhings, though never ſo ſeeming - 
ly Glorious, for they all Periſh in the uſing; but 
the Word of the Lord endureth for ever: When 
1 goeth forth ir giveth Underſtanding, to the. Sim- 
le; and the Soul of the Needy is refreſhed by it. 
Therefore wait every one within your ſelves, to 
hear that joyful Sound, and every one of you 
well in the Obedience ro what is made mani- 
feſt; and ſo more will! be Communicated. You 
muſt all give an Account of your Stewardſhip. 
Oh! * be Faithful, that you may th 
WHY 
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vich Joy, and not with Grief, and trifle not a- 
way this Day of the Lord's Love and Mercy, 


the 


” 
4 of 


Gate, where the Earihly Willand Wiſdom is kept 
in Death, and: ſo receive the Kingdom of Heaven, 
2 thofe/ who! farſake their own Wills and Rea- 


ſonings, and yield themſelves up into the Lore 


and Mercy of the Lord; minding to be 


by his pure Counſel;; thoùgh vonr Strength ſeem 


Weakneſs, yet there is nothieg.fhall; be able to 
ſeparate you; from his Love; hat as Gon ' 
ours you muſt paſs out ef Neath; into Life 
Therefore be ſtrong in the Lord every 'one.of 
you, and give up what you hayr and are into 
his Will: Let not Carnal Pleaſures allure. yau, 
nor Carnal Fears cauſe you to diſtruſt; but aun 
with Patience, that Ract which 1 ſet before on: Be 
not Sloathful but Diligent, for to this end hath. 
he choſen you, that you might ananifeſt | the 


Riches: of his Love, and bring forth Fruit to hi: | 


Praife.. And faint not in your Way, for the time of 


\ 


- Refreſhment cometh on apace, when the redeem: 


— 
— ———ððſ — — _———_ — . = — 


> you are met together. A Ki. 
"Bitten from the Spirit of | 
#'the Truth of the Goſpel, John Whitehead. I aw 


L 3904 ] 
ed of the Lord ſhall walk in Sion, with Songs, and 


everlaſting J oy upon their Heads, ſinging the Son os 


of their Deliverance, Halleujahs and Praiſes to 
him who ſitteth on the Throne, and judgeth the 


Earth in Righteouſneſs 3 and therefore fear and 
tremble, you Careleſs Ones, who have loſt your 


firſt Love; ſtrengthen that which remains, leſt 


you walk in Darkneſs. And you that halt be- 


tween God and the World, that which you luſt 
after, and account fo Profitable and Delightful, | ſhall 
depart from you: For this World paſſeth away, 
and all the Comforts which it affordeth; and it 


Will leave eee and bare before him, whoſe 
Love you k 


ave Rejected, and whoſe Counſel you 
have Deſpiſed. Oh! Therefore conſider, and lay 


it to Heart, how you will be able to ſtand before 
him, when he ariſeth ro plead with you in his 


fiery Indignation? Now you have time, prize it, 


and forſake that which is Earthly, and chuſe 
that which is Eternal; you cannot have both; be 


not Sayers but Doers, leſt you cauſe the Worthy 
Name of God to be Blaſphemed, and ſo bring up- 


on your ſelves ſwift Deſtruction. Dear Children, 


you that are Called and choſen, my - Deſire is, 
That you may be kept ſtedfaſt unto the End. $0 


TL commit you all to the tender Mercies of our 
God, who never leaveth nor forſaketh thoſe that 
truſt in him. Let this be read amongſt you, when 


rbe Lord, by your Brother 
now about to go unt be Moors, where I bear there is 
mb bungerimg After tbe Truth; when I ſhall return 

' know not bing of. Tberefore pray for me, that I may be 
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Rept Faithful to declare the Truth ar it is revealed in we. 
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| ES, Given Forth 0 | 
By John Whitehead. 


Dearly beloved Children, and Plants of the Lord, 
Life and dear Love isſhed abroad amongſt 
| you, and doth falute you, and reach you 

all in the Spirit, breathing that you may be kept 
in the Fear and Council of God, to grow up 
in the pure Life, Wiſdom, and Power of Chriſt 
Feſws, in whom all Fulneſs dwells ; and all of 
you abide and wait in your Meaſure of his 
light, that you may receive of his Fulneſs, and 
be fed with the Living Food, and Watered with 
dhe tender Mercies of the Lord, that ſo you may 
grow, having Branches to bring forth much 
Fruit, and to be kept Green and Tender, in the 
pure and unfeigned Love, to have Unity one with 
wother, being kept together in the Spirit, as 
i Members of the ſame Body of which Chriſt is 


che Head. And as every one of you in particu- 

| lar comes to abide. and dwell in the Light and 

| Love, you will grow daily into a pure. Care 

| and Dearneſs towards one another, and into a 

pure Senſe and Feeling of one another's Burthens 

| and Infirmities: So that if one Member ſuffer, 
BE 2 
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vod in the Life d Powet of the Spitit, 
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you will all come into the Suffering with it: 
And if one be had in Honour, all to rejoyce 


with it: And if any be in Danger to be Corrup- 
ted or Inſnared, through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, 


and Rage of your Soul's Enemy, who continu- 


ally decks to devoyr ; then you that a. Pig 


watch over the r, and in Tendiened; 


Long-ſuffering, to ſeek to preſerve and reſtore 


them, that ſo the Enemy may not get Advan- 


tage of any one Member to ſe arate it from the 


Body; but that all of your inthe vertue, Power 


and Life of Chriſt, may grow in the pure Uni- 


on and Love, really to do to each other, as you 
would be done unto; and not any thing to tors 
amongſt you but the Spirit of the Lord 
which throws down all high Thoughts and [Cop 


ceitedneſs; which Spirit (you all ſubmirring to 


be guided by it) wil lead you to the Rock, 


| whence you were hewen, and on the ſure FOun- 
Aation it Will "eſtabliſh you, that the Gates of 

Hell ſhall not 1 ainſt you: But in 

power of / 0570 7 Feſas al ns, you will witnef 


the Victory over Hell and Death, to trample 
them under . in the Life and Love of God, 
and therein to ſhine forth a glorious Church, to 


the ' Praiſe of him who hath called you forth 
| of Darknelſsirto his marvellous Light And all 
amongſt you, whoſe Minds are turned towards 
God, and are ſeeking his Kingdom, arid the 
| Righteouſneſs of it, and have Breathings and 


Thirſtings begotten in you, to be taught and 


8 refreſhed | by the Lord, take heed of looking out 


from the Light of Chrift, which is the Light 
of the Kingdom e given OB nide you into it 


e Vaiked; and "Ot Min 
blinded 


as. © ws 7 OY We ee TD WS waxy wi wy 


VV 


LE 4 8 8 
blinded by the God of this World, who would 
draw your Minds out to delight in earthly, pe- 
riſhing Objects, and thereby bring you into 
Careleſneſs, and a Carnal Security, and then Ini- 
quity will come to abound, and the Love and 
the Leſires which breathes after God, will grow 
cold and be choaked with the Cares of this Life, 
and then your Souls will grow Barren and dry 
for want of Refreſhment : And if you mind not 
your Watch, to dwell in the Light, the Devil 


will lead you to and fro in Earthly Thoughts 


and Imaginations, which will fill you full of 
Unbelief, and hardneſs of Heart, and cauſe you 
to faint, and grow weary of ſeeking after God. 
But Dear Hearts, all to the meafure of Light 
keep, and be Faithful in what you are convinced 


of, to obey it; ſo will your Deſires towards 


God be ſtrengthned, and your Souls daily re- 
freſhed, and pure teaching you will come to 
ind, and know the Wiles of the Enemy, and the 
Working of the Myftery of Iniquity will be made 
manifeſt: And the Light which reproves you for 
Sin, and calls for Purity and Holineſs (which 


Light is a perfect Guide) is ever preſent witk . 
you, lying down and upriſing; it ſhews you the 
_ that fo 


Thoughts and Intents of your N 
you may flee from that which is Evil, and 
cleave to that which is Good. Fhberefore to 

it be Faithful, and take heed of - halting 
between God and the World, - left you turn 


from ſerving Chriſt, and become Men-pleaſers, 


and fo get into Formality, and there reſtin a 
Conforming to the Truth in outward Appear- 


ance and Profeſſion, but not in Heart, and there= 


by loſe the Guide, and then in Feignedneſs and 
Deceit to walk by Imitation, that you may ap- 


DR. 


4 

| pear to be ſomething before Men, which is the 
Hypocrites State: Therefore let all that be judged 
and denyed by the Light, which Keeps: to walk 
fingle, true and ' upright in the inward parts: 
Then will you become lively, bold and undaunted 
In the Power of the Lord, not haſty nor for. 
ward, to act any thing in your Wills, but in 

Meekneſs and Patience to wait on the Lord for his 
pure Wiſdom, to guide you in all your Ways, and 
patiently waiting on him, you will come libe. 
rally to receive of his Fulneſs, both of the Wiſ. 
dom, Knowledge and Love of God, which wil 

refreſh your Souls, and keep you from Wearineſ 
and Fainting in the Way. Therefore lift up 


your Heads in the Power of the Lord, and be 


Faithful in meeting together in his Fear, to wait 


upon him, and to waich one over another in his 
Light and Love, and build up one another in 


' your moſt Holy Faith: That ſo in the Faith you 
may be kept, and the weak Hands ſtrengthned 


And the Ferble Knees confirmed, and that which is 


Lame be helped and kept in the Way, ſo will 


Fou grow up together in the Power and Love 


of God, whoſe Preſence is amongſt you. His 
everlaſting Power keep, and preſerve you Faith- 

ful to the Meaſure of his Light, that therein you 
may be kept in the Unity of the Spirit and 
Bonds of Peace, where I am preſent with you 
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Win whom I am preſent in Spirit, take ſiedd | 


ſult with Fleſh and Blood in this Day of Tryal; 
leſt your Minds be drawn down into Unbelicf 
and Earthlyneſs, and the fear of Vain Man, 


you may be led into the Power and Life of 


but the Will of the Father, and was contradifted 
by Sinners, indured the Cros, and hid not his 


Cheek to the Smiter, and his Head to them that 
| ans * the Hairy and in 1 Wu that he 
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Given forth 


by Jon » WHITEHEAD. 


7) Dear Friend, in the Tull, 


of Deceit, and do not Reaſon nor Con- 


whoſe Breath is in his Noſtrils, whoſe Glory 
muſt wither and be laid in the Duſt : But all 
abide in your Meaſure of Light, that with it 


Jeſus Chriſt, who came not to do his own Will 


Face from Shame and Spitting, but gave his 


. 


„ *** 
ſuffered, did he learn Obedience, and through 
Sufferings was made perfect, and became a Faith- 
ful High Prieſt, who being Tempted like us, is able 


and willing to ſuccour them that are Tempted ; 
therefore wait all in his Light, which diſcovereth 

that Nature which is contrary to him and it will 

judge and condemn that Mind, which is Senſual, 
Unbelieving, and Faints, becauſe of the Rage of 
the Enemy. And the Light which judgeth the 
Senſual Mind and Will, which is contrary to 
God, you abiding in it; it will lead you into the. 
Power and Life of Chriſt Jeſus, where your 
Souls will receive Vertue and Strength, to ſtay 


and ſupport you in the Day of Tryat; to ſtand 


perfect and unmaveable in the Will of God (to 
do it and not your own ) which you will witneſs 


Sanctify ing you though the Obedience of the 
\ Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt, which Spirit will lead you 
into the Fellowſhip of his Sufferings, and there- 
in Arm you with the ſame Patience and Meek- 


_ neſs, to endure the Croſs, and Deſpiſe the Shame 
which is to be met with in the narrow Way, 
that leads through the World (in which the 
Trouble is) into the Joy which is ſer before you. 
And in the Light look up to Chriſt in whom is 


the Power which leads to the Mark, and Prize 


of the high calling, in which Power all you 
which are Fruirful and Armed, to trample upon 
and rejoice in the light Afflictions which are 
but for a Moment, and are not to be compared 
to the Weight of Glory, revealed in Chriſt Jeſus. - 
Therefore Dear Friends, in the Light and Power 
duell, that your Minds may be eſtabliſhed in the 
Eternal God, not to look down to things that 
are ſeen, which are Temporal and Fading; = 94 
iſh- 
ing 


while you look down in the ſenſe at the flour 
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ing of the Wicked, or at the Rage and Cruelty 
of the Enemy, within or without, you lofe your 
guide and fo faint in your Minds at the great 
Fights of Afflictions and Tribulations that were 
Suffered to aſſault you ( whoſe Minds are illumi- 
nate ) for the Tryal of your Faith, which is 
more Precious than Gold which periſheth ; tho' 
for the preſent ic ſeems not Joyous but Grie- 
vous, yet it brings forth the pleaſant Fruits of 
Righteouſneſs: And bleſſed are you that abide 
the tryal, and are found Faithful until you over- 
come, for you ſhall Inherit all Things, and be 
made Pillars in the Temple of my God in whoſe 
Preſence is Joy for evermore. Therefore minde 
your Guide the Light, and look unto Jeſus, the Au- 
thor and Finiſher of your Faith, that in the 
Faith you may be kept, and not diſcouraged, 
becauſe the Devil caſt ſome of you into Priſon ; 

_ neither fear ye any of thoſe Things that you ot 
we ſhall ſuffer, for the Tribulation is for an ap- 
pointed Time. Therefore in as much as Chriſt 
_ hath Suffered for you, arm your ſelves with the 
, fame Mind, and take for an Example of Suffer- 
ing in Patience, the Prophets and Apoſtles, and 
Dear Saints of God, who ever ſuffered by the 
Unrighteous Seed, and was tryed and proved in 
ſufferings, who received joyfully the {poyling : 

of their Goods, and was Mocked, Stoned ane 
Impriſoned, and were in Neceſſities, Diſtreſſed, 
and Tribulations : And theſe things they ſuffered 
\ patiently, and ſaw the end of the Lord to be 
od, and that he was of tender Compaſſions 
to thoſe that feared him, who witneſſed that 
Tribulation wrought Patience, and Patience Ex- 
\perience, and Experience Hope, which made 
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you not to be aſhamed, becauſe the Love of 


God was ſhed Abroad in their Hearts by the 
Holy Spirit which was given. unto them a mea- | 
ſure of which Spirit you, all have received; which 


if you walk in it, you will witneſs the Life of 
the Scriptures, and the fame love- ſhed; Abroad 


in your Hearts, which the Holy Men of God 


witneſſed who gave forth the Scriptures. And 


with the Light of the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt, you. 
will ſee the Scriptures opened, and the Worlds 
Enmity and Perſecution. to be the ſame that 
was foretold of the Dragon and his Apgels Wars 
ing againſt Michael and his Angels, who ſhall 


Prevail, and caſt him into the Lake. But you 


mult witneſs the Parable opened, and ſee the 
thorny Ground, and the High-way ; Ground, 
and the Stony- ground, which after the Seed is 


ſown brings not forth Fruit, but the Cares of 


this Life choaks. it in ſome, and the Fowls of 
the Air catches it and flyes away with:it in others; 


and ſuch are they who are quick to. ſpeak 


of what they ſee in the comprehenſion, and 


abides not. in the Life which builds the Tongue 


and makes Fruitful. And others receive the Word 
of Life (gladly, and joy ariſes in the. Canvince- 


ment and Illumination of the Mind; but theſe 
not ſinking down into the Power of the Spirit that 
doth inlighten, that with ir the will and inordinate 


Affections may be. judged and Condemned and 

| Crucified in the Croſs which is the Power of 
God. to Salvation, and their Hearts not being 
Cleanſed and ſeaſoned with Grace, when Perſe 
ien, and Affliction comes for the Words ſake, 
there ſuch as comes not into the Life are offend- 
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ing to bear the Shame, take up the Croſs, and 


indure the Contradiction of Sinners, but the 


honeſt Heart ſinks down into the Light, to be 


guided, and dwells in the Power of the living 


God; and is ſeaſoned with his Grace, and made 


willing to endure the Croſs, that it may be made 


fruitful in the power of Jeſus Chriſt, who makes 


all Things work together for good to thoſe that 


abide in him. Therefore own not that which 
begets hard Thoughts of God, and murmurs 
againſt him, when Things falls out contrary to 


your Wills; but deny it and judge it with the 
Light of Chriſt, with which read your Conditi- 


ons, and ſee what Fruit you bring forth; for 


now is the Time of Tryal, and whoſoever love: 


Father or Mother, Wife or Children, Friends or Ac- 


iN quaintance, Houſe or Lands, more then me, is net 
worthy of me, ſaith Cbriß. So all in his Light 


love the World, the Love of the Father is not in bim. 


Therefore all abide in the unchangeable Light, 


which judges the love of the World, and the 
changeable Mind, which: retains not God in the 


Knowledge; apd the Light which judges that 
Mind (abiding in it) will judge you, and keep = 
you in the pure Knowledge; and Love of God. | 
in which you will have pure Refreſhment and 


Springings in of Life, Peace and Joy, which fades 


nor away, The Almighty Powerful God be 
with you all, and keep you Innocent, Clean 
end Pure,” in Unity and Peace one with another 
in his own Power, fingly to reſt ſtaid and un- 


moveable in his Will, where there is no Weari- 
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judge and deny the Luſt, which would retain a 
light or Love to the World and the Things 
that be in it, which muſt paſs away: For if any one 


%. 


the joy of the Lord, and receive Dominion to judge 

and rule over all the Powers of Darkneſs which 
would cauſe you to faint in the way to Eternal 
Life. With tender Bowels of Love, I ſalute all Dear 
Babes of God, who am your dear Brother in the 
everlaſting Covenant of our Father's Love, and a  * 
Priſfoner of Jeſus Chriſt, | e 3 
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neſs nor Fainting, that you all may be found il 
Faithful improvers of the Talent that Chriſt hath 3 ( 


given you, in watching one over another, with the 
fingle Eye in tender Love, that you may enter into 


obn Wide l, 


the 11th of the 6th | l 
Month, 1655. | ver 
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